
PARISH ADDRESS 
          40000 North U.S. Highway 45 
          Old Mill Creek, Illinois 60046-7464 
          phone   847.395.3474       fax 847.395.3552  
          email    rectory@straphaelcatholic.org          
          www.straphaelcatholic.org 

PARISH STAFF 
          Fr. Ma hew Kowalski, Pastor 
          Dr. Gregory K. Webster, Deacon 
          Bob Ochsner, Deacon 
          John Haderlein, Deacon 
          Dr. Mark Mrowiec, Opera ons Director 
          Ms. Anne e Wynn, Coordinator of Religious Ed. 
          Mr. Alex Fries, Music Director 
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Dear St. Raphael Parishioners, 
 

 The Parable of Bridesmaids:   The parable Jesus tells in this Sunday’s gospel is a 
bit different from most other parables.  There is no unexpected twist in the story that 
Jesus o en gives.  In one way, it seems like straigh orward advice to be prepared for a 
long wait.  We can see some similarity to the parables about servants put in charge 
while their master is away.  Or perhaps it reminds us of the short sayings about seeds 
growing in the field; nature works so gradually that we won’t no ce it in hours or days, 
but maybe over weeks or months. 

 Is Jesus just re-sta ng the old saying: “pa ence is a virtue”?  There are proverbs in the Old 
Testament that say the same thing, and maybe with more cleverness or wit.  The stories Christ told 
generally go beyond the Old Testament, or put a different emphasis on things.  Scripture scholars have 
puzzled over this li le mystery, or have even ranked this parable as less important than the others.  But 
when we remember that the gospels were likely wri en down in the days of the early Church, we might 
see a new aspect of the story come out. 

 When Jesus spoke about the end mes, he reminded his followers that none of them would know 
the exact day or age.  The parable of the virgins carries some of this warning in it.  Christ also told 
parables about a wedding feast for a king’s son.  This theme is also reflected here: the second coming will 
be like a royal wedding.  The rela onship between God and His Church will be a type of marriage 
covenant.  This is just one reason among others why marriage is so important to God’s plan. 

 Veterans Day Nov. 11:   Our Knights of Columbus chapter will present Armed Forces flags at the 
Saturday morning Mass this week.  I know many of you will be seeing this only on Saturday evening or 
later, but the weekly email  blast will hopefully get word to you in me.  Thank you to the Knights for this 
annual tribute. 

 Upcoming events:   We are less than two weeks from Thanksgiving, followed soon by the start of 
Advent.  As usual, Advent is packed with special days, so here is some early no ce.  Mark your calendar 
now:  

November 24 – Knights of Columbus Tree Sale begins 
December 8 – Immaculate Concep on 

December 9 & 10 - Altar & Rosary Sodality Cookie Walk 
December12 - Our Lady of Guadalupe –(Confessions / Adora on) 

December 16 – Simbang Gabi Mass 
December 17 – Children's Na vity Pageant 

A full Advent schedule will be coming soon, including the Christmas Mass schedule. 

God’s blessings, 

Fr. Ma hew  
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Advent	Retreat:	The	World	in	Need	of	a	Savior At St. Benedict Abbey Retreat Center, Benet Lake, Wisconsin Friday, November 17—Sunday, November 19 Presenters:              
 

Deacon Greg is inviting all those interested to join him in attending the Advent Retreat at St. Benedict 
Abbey, just north of Antioch, on the weekend of November 17th. Retreats are a wonderful opportunity to 
take a break from our worldly focus and spend some time with Jesus. Advent is particularly a season where 
the Church calls us to do this. The Abbey offers their retreat at a very economical rate of $200.00 a person, 
$300.00 for couples. All men and women are welcome. Call 262-396-4311, ext. 105 to register.   
Deadline for registration is Monday morning, November 13th. 

Altar	and	Rosary	Sodality	News	 
ARS has a busy November. We will be going for dinner at The Shanty on Monday, November 13th 
at 6:00 pm. It's a great me of socializing. (Note: Everyone pays for their own meal). Look in this 
bulle n for ar cles with dates/details on the Angel Tree and the Food Drive. 
 

Our next ARS mee ng will be Monday, November 27 at 7 pm in the church Fellowship Hall. It's a great way 
to meet other ladies of the parish and we always have food and three games of Bingo. The Book Club is 
mee ng Thursday, November 30 to discuss Stephanie Engelman's A Single Bead. 

Fall	Food	Drive	November	11	and	12	 
Altar and Rosary Sodality Women’s Group is sponsoring a food drive this weekend in support of 
Open Arms Mission in An och. We are mostly looking for monetary dona ons as Open Arms has 
tremendous buying power. They can purchase up to 8 pounds of food for $1.00, family size cereals 
for about 40 cents a box and 20 pounds of meat for a dollar. We will also accept non- perishable 
food items that are not beyond their expira on date. Please make checks out to Open Arms 

Mission. Thank you for your support. 
 
 

Religious	Education	Service	Opportunity:	Students may volunteer to assist Mrs. Leable with packing 
up food after class on November 13 so that it may be brought to the food pantry. Students should ask Mrs. 
Leable if they can assist her with the food drive.  (email: gidgetleable@yahoo.com). 
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Book	Sale	
	

St. Raphael will have a sale of new and gently used Catholic books before and after Mass on November 18 
and 19 as well as the weekend of November 25 and 26 in the narthex. This is an excellent opportunity to 
find a book or two for spiritual reading for the Season of Advent! 



 

Family Faith Formation Group: Upcoming Events 
November 2023 

Our next “Make a Difference” (service) event will be at Feed My Starving Children (742 East 
Park Ave, Libertyville, IL 60048) on Tuesday, November 21 at 4:30pm-6:15pm. Thank you 
to all who signed up! We will meet inside FMSC once you check in. For new families, look 
for our Family Faith Formation group Logo and join us! If you can, please come 15 minutes 
early. We are looking forward to seeing you there and working together to help give hope 
to children in need. 

  
December 2023 

Our next “Fill My Cup” (social) event will be at St. Raphael the 
Archangel Church (Fellowship Hall) on Sunday, December 3rd from 
2:00 – 4:00pm. We will celebrate Christmas with music, games and 
fun! We will have the usual types of engaging activities, but 
families are also welcome to bring a favorite game.  
It would be appreciated if each family would bring a snack to share. 

If you have any questions or would like to be added to our e-mail list, then contact Donna at 
FamilyFaithFormationGroup@gmail.com. 

2023	Purgatorial	Society	Prayer	Requests	
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Francis & Phylis Barsi 
Christina & Andrew Bonucci 

Andrew Brya 
George Brya 

Francis & Maurice Brya 
Vincent & Theresa Brya 

Dan 
Pat Doyle 

Anne Dittrich 
Peter Dittrich 

Maria Dittrich (Mitrovic) 
Ida & Norbert Dolan Family 

Frankie 
Susan Hall 

Peter & Alice Heebe 
Marie & Lou Hodel Family 

John 
Mary Sosiski Kolar 

Cele LoFredo 
Chris Magiera 

Marge 
Mike 

Larry Murphy 
Fran Rosenberg 

Leonard & Marie Sosinski 
Stephen & Mary Sosinski 

Joyce Viso 
Rose & Ernie Wedge 

Veterans	Find	Work	through	Catholic	Charities	
VA studies have shown veteran resiliency is the result of military experience, enhancing their ability to 
produce results as valuable members of the workforce. Nearly 40 veterans recently found work through 
our Job Fair at the Schreiber Center in Round Lake, held in partnership with Goodwill. To learn more, email 
Mitch Siegel at msiegel@catholicchari es.net or Bernie Gresham, bgresham@catholicchari es.net. 
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Knights	of	Columbus	Christmas	Tree	Sale	
 

Christmas is coming! The Archangel's Council is selling Christmas Trees and Wreaths 
again this year. This is a great me to join the Knights. All men ages 18 and older are 
welcome! Come help out our primary fund raiser for the year and get to know the 
other men of St. Raphael. Here are the key dates: 
 

  

No Planning Mee ng or Business Mee ng for November 
November 18: Tree delivery 7:00 am at 173 & 45 (this date may change) 
November 24, 25, and 26: Tree and Wreath Sales 8:00 am—6:00 pm 
December 2 & 3 and 9 & 10: Tree and Wreath Sales 8:00 am—6:00pm 
December Planning Mee ng will be December 2 at the Tree Lot ( me permi ng). 
  

Fresh, fragrant and full Christmas Trees and Wreaths will be available 
at the corner of RT.173 and RT.45. 

ANGEL TREE GIFTS 
Remember to turn in your gi s for the Angel Tree by Sunday, November 26 (Thanksgiving 
weekend). Gi s should be unwrapped with the tag securely a ached. Place gi  cards in a small 
box or envelope so they don’t get lost. Gi s can be brought to church during Mass mes or 
dropped off at the rectory. If you selected a card, please don't disappoint someone. Thank you 
for your support. For more informa on contact Elizabeth Forster or Irus Hutchings. 

 

CALLING ALL BAKERS 
Altar and Rosary will be holding our Cookie Walk again this year. We are looking for volunteers 
to bake 6 dozen of your favorite HOMEMADE Christmas Cookies. Please sign up at the table in 
the narthex. Cookies should be dropped off on Saturday, December 9 between noon and 2 pm. 
The Cookie Walk itself will be an hour before and a er Mass on December 9 and 10. 

Go	Light	the	World	
 

Once again, this Christmas, St. Raphael the Archangel is hos ng our third annual 
interfaith Na vity Pageant with other churches in the area! This is a great opportunity 
for the Chris an community to come together and celebrate the birth of Jesus! With 
a huge turnout last year, we are most excited for his event to start again. This is for all 
primary and youth (K-12). If you like to act and sing- whether as a soloist, small trio, 
group etc., have a musical talent or just want to be part of something extraordinary, 
then we most welcome you! EVERYONE is welcome to be a part of this simple and 
wonderful event. It is at NO cost to anyone!  

 

Kris ne Judd and I are most excited to head this extraordinary event this year! We both have numerous 
years working with the youth of our churches and much experience with musicals and theatre. Natasha 
Spradlin is an incredible pianist who will once again help this come to life! We meet Sunday evenings at St 
Raphael from 6-7:30. We plan to perform the play on Sunday, December 17 at 6:30. A full schedule will be 
handed out at prac ce. Christ is the center of all our lives and to come together and worship the greatest 
gi  given to us-with others, is truly a blessing! 
 

Love and Blessings, Marlén Thompson 
314-541-1379 marlenbrigid@gmail.com 



	

Religious	Education	Service	Opportunities	
Students will obtain service project credits. 

 

Angel Tree Gift Delivery:  Angel Tree gifts for Catholic Charities will be collected at 
the church for delivery on Sunday, December 3rd. Students can assist with packing 
cars at St. Raphael and unloading cars at Catholic Charities. Parents can help by 
volunteering their cars and time for the delivery. Students should contact Mrs. 
Forster or Mrs. Hutchings (email: eforster@comcast.net or irus1@sbcglobal.net) 

 
 

Cookie Walk–Saturday and Sunday December 10 and 11:  Students can bake 6 
dozen cookies and donate them; they can help with setup on Saturday; they can 

participate by volunteering at the time of the Cookie Walk after Masses; they can assist with cleanup on 
Sunday afternoon. To volunteer or get more details, students should contact Mrs. Cherry (email: 
dawny328@hotmail.com). 

 
 

Gift Bags for Seniors:  Students can fill a gift bag provided by Open Arms Food Pantry with toiletries and 
which would include a Christmas card from the student. Gift bags should be delivered to the parish office 
no later than Monday December 11 to b delivered to the Food Pantry on December 12th. Please have your 
student contact Annette Wynn if they would like to obtain a gift bag and participate in this project. 
(email:religiouseducation@straphaelcatholic.org). 

St. Raphael The Archangel Mass Schedule and Times 
 

Weekday: 8:30 am (Monday-Saturday am);  Saturday: 4:00 pm 
Sunday: 9:00 am and 11:00 am 
 

St. Raphael the Archangel Office Hours 
The Church Office is open Monday - Thursday from 9:00 am un l 4:00 pm and closed on Fridays. 

 

Confession : Saturday a ernoons from 3-3:40 pm. 

 

Bap sm:  Registered parishioners should contact the parish office at 847-395-3474. 

 

Marriage Prepara on:  Registered and suppor ng members should call the office. A date should not be 
set un l consul ng the pastor. 
 

St. Raphael the Archangel Religious Educa on Calendar 
 

Wednesday Classes at Milburn Middle School: 6:30-7:30 pm: November 15 and 29 

 

Sunday, November 12, Family Mass, Grades 7 and 2 assis ng, St. Raphael Church 
 

November 22 no class – Thanksgiving Break  
 

For more informa on about our Religious Educa on Program, please contact:  
Anne e Wynn, Coordinator, at Religiouseduca on@straphaelcatholic.org 
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Sunday	Morning	Rosary	at	St.	Raphael	the	Archangel 
Join in praying the Rosary on Sunday mornings immediately a er the 9:00 am Mass, (10:05 am) 
as we ask for God's mercy through the intercession of His Blessed Mother. The Rosary is one of 
the treasures of our faith through which we ask for the mercy and help of God. 
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Please pray for those in our parish and community who are sick: 

 

St. Raphael the Archangel  
Serving in the Armed Forces  

 

The names of ac ve duty military personnel from the St. Raphael community are listed below. We keep 
them in our thoughts and prayers as they protect our country and freedom. Please no fy the parish office 
if you would like to add someone to the list or if your service person is no longer ac ve in the military. 
 

Captain Nicholas A. DeSilvia, U. S. Air Force 
1 LT Mary Claire Lindroth, U.S. Army 
SFC Robert L. Ochsner III, U.S. Army 

1 LT Sarah Ochsner, U.S. Army 

Pat Lucansky 
Wayne Francke  
Bill Hutchings 

Tom Tomasello, Jr. 

Belen Kling 
Fr. Art Ma ox  

Frank Wihtelich 
Richard Biel 

Mary Lou Biel 
Residents of Rolling Hills 

Mass	Intentions	

Week of November 12, 2023  Requested by: 

Saturday, Nov 11, 2023 
8:30 am 

 

4:00 pm 
 

All Veterans 
 

Chuck & Ki y Boutell’s  
59th Wedding Anniversary 

 
 

The Boutell Family 

Sunday, Nov 12, 2023 
9:00 am 

 

11:00 am 
† Alden Arul Rajan 

 

The People of St. Raphael 
The Arul Rajan Family 

 
 
 
 

Monday, Nov 13, 2023 8:30 am † Marie Trusky Marie a Centko 

Tuesday, Nov 14, 2023 8:30 am 
All Living & Deceased 

Members of the Arnone & 
Herbèt Families 

Joe Arnone 

Wednesday, Nov 15, 2023 8:30 am † Anne & George Centko Marie a Centko 

Thursday, Nov 16, 2023 8:30 am † Mary Brummel The Anen Family 

Friday, Nov 17, 2023 8:30 am † Marcella Berg The Anen Family 

Saturday, Nov 18, 2023 
8:30 am 

 

4:00 pm 
† Debra & John Anzelmo 

 

The People of St. Raphael 
Brandon Anzelmo 

 

 

Sunday, Nov 19, 2023 
9:00 am 

 

11:00 am 
† Tanya Dornik 

 

† Rozalina & Jozef Robak 
The St. Raphael Choir 

 

The Robak Family 



Worship	&	Spiritual	Life	Schedule	
Mass	Times	for	November	18-19,	2023	

Mass Times 4:00 pm 
Saturday 

9:00 am 
Sunday 

11:00 am  
Sunday 

Clergy Fr. Ma hew Kowalski 
Dcn. John Haderlein 

Fr. Ma hew Kowalski 
Dcn. Bob Ochsner 

Fr. Ric Halvorson 
Dcn. Colin Patrick 

Lector Marie Huml Bill Booker Elizabeth Simu s 

Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy 

Communion 
Donna Pavelski Gidget Leable Open 

Altar Servers M. Dadivas 
2 Open 

E. Marry 
T. Marry 

B. Pumala 

G. Muzones 
J. Simu s 
N. Simu s 

Ushers 

Dan Bulicek 
Joseph Costa 
Peter Dadivas 
Paul Pavelski 

Vicky Cardenas 
Bob Forster 

Tom Heinrich 
Jim Sitko 

Rich Josten 
Mark Mrowiec 

Rafael Muzones 
1 Open 

Fellowship Karen Hopkins Elizabeth Forster Open 

Events	for	the	Week	of	November	12,	2023 
Sunday 
Nov 12 

Monday 
Nov 13 

Tuesday 
Nov 14 

Wednesday 
Nov 15 

Thursday 
Nov 16 

Friday 
Nov 17 

Saturday 
Nov 18 

Sunday 
Nov 19 

9 am Mass 
 

10 am Choir 
Prac ce 
 

10 am Parish 
Rosary-Church 
 

11 am Family 
Mass 
 

12 pm Choir 
Prac ce 
 

6 pm Christmas 
Pageant Prac ce 
 

ARS Food Drive 
 

ANGEL TREE 

8:30 am 
Mass 
 

6 pm ARS 
Dinner 

8:30 am 
Mass 
 

7:00 pm 
Bible Study 

8:30 am  
Mass 
 

9:30 am  
Bible Study  
 

6:30-7:30 pm 
Religious Ed 
Milburn  
Middle School 

8:30 am 
Mass 
 

6:30 pm 
OCIA 

8:30 am 
Mass 

8:30 am 
Mass 
 

3-3:40  
Confession 
 

4 pm Mass 
 

 

9am Mass 
 

10am Choir  
Prac ce 
 

10:am Parish 
Rosary-Church 
 

11 am Mass 
 

12 pm Choir  
Prac ce 
 

6 pm Christmas 
Pageant Prac ce 

Please submit any ar cles, events or ac vi es that you would like included in the bulle n, no later than 12 noon on Wednesday, ten days prior to publica on. Early 
Publisher deadlines require earlier submissions. All ar cles are subject to approval. 
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