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Our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	King	of	the	Universe	
November	26,	2023	



Dear St. Raphael Parishioners, 
 

 Christ the Final Authority:   The gospel readings cycle through three years 
for this last Sunday in ordinary Ɵme.  This year’s reading does not menƟon Jesus as 
King, but it does refer to him seated on a glorious throne, a symbol of royal 
authority.  When we call Christ a King, we are referring to his authority, which is a 
higher authority than anything else on earth.  But the authority of Jesus Christ will 
only be recognized at the end of history, that is, at the end of the world. 
 

Our human leaders, whether we call them kings, presidents or governors, are far from perfect.  
Some people would say that is an understatement, no doubt.  Complaining about bad leaders is a 
universal human tendency.  Even our church leaders someƟmes let us down.  The grace they received 
in ordinaƟon helps, but they are sƟll human.  When we recognize Christ as King of all things, we are 
celebraƟng the one leader who is not subject to human weakness, and who will never fail us.  

 
Knowing that Christ is Lord of all human history can give us consolaƟon; we know that some 

day all injusƟce and evil will be put to right.  But God’s Ɵmeline also means we have a tremendous 
need for paƟent endurance.  Perfect jusƟce will only come aŌer all human history has played out, 
which is probably not for a long, long Ɵme.  In the meanƟme, the Church works for jusƟce and truth 
as best it can within the ups and downs of history.  But the Church knows that a final day of perfect 
jusƟce will come.  This gives us hope that sustains us, even when it seems evil is running rampant 
around us. 

 
Training for New Altar Servers:  There will be a short training session for new Altar Servers on 

Saturday, December 2. We need more servers, so any students in FiŌh grade through Eighth grade 
are encouraged to come, even if you have not previously signed up.  The session will be 2:00 pm at 
the church, and should take about one hour.  Present servers who want a refresher class are also 
welcome. 

 
Last week of “Ordinary Time”:  This week gives us a chance to catch our breath before the 

many Advent acƟviƟes get started.  Christmas tree sales by the Knights of Columbus conƟnue this 
week at the intersecƟon of US 45 and Route 173.  December 3 is the First Sunday of Advent.  The first 
two weeks of Advent will see the Solemnity of Immaculate ConcepƟon, the ARS Cookie Walk, 
Simbang Gabi evening Mass, and the Children’s NaƟvity Pageant.  Extra Ɵmes for Confession will 
begin on the evening of Tuesday, December 12.  So hold onto your hats and keep checking the 
bulleƟn, website or our special Advent mailing for the schedule! 

 
God bless us all, 

 

Fr. MaƩhew  
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Family	Faith	Formation	Group	Events	
November 2023: 
Thank you to everyone who joined us at our “Make a Difference” (service) event at Feed My 
Starving Children last Tuesday! It was great to meet so many of our parish families there and 
have a good Ɵme working together to help give hope to children in need. 
 
 

December 2023: 

Our next “Fill My Cup” (social) event will be at St. Raphael the 
Archangel Church (Fellowship Hall) on Sunday, December 3 from 
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm. We will celebrate Christmas with music, 
games and fun! We will have the usual types of engaging 
acƟviƟes, but families are also welcome to bring a favorite game.  

 
 

It would be appreciated if each family would bring a snack to share. 
 

If you have any quesƟons or would like to be added to our e-mail list,  
then contact Donna at FamilyFaithFormaƟonGroup@gmail.com. 

	

Knights	of	Columbus	Christmas	Tree	Sale	

 

Christmas is coming! The Archangel's Council is selling Christmas Trees and Wreaths 
again this year. This is a great Ɵme to join the Knights. All men ages 18 and older are 
welcome! Come help out our primary fund raiser for the year and get to know the 
other men of St. Raphael. Here are the key dates: 

 
November 24, 25, and 26: Tree and Wreath Sales 8:00 am—6:00 pm 

December 2 & 3 and 9 & 10: Tree and Wreath Sales 8:00 am—6:00pm 
December Planning MeeƟng will be December 2 at the Tree Lot (Ɵme permiƫng). 

  

Fresh, fragrant and full Christmas Trees and Wreaths will be available 
at the corner of RT.173 and RT.45. 

ANGEL	TREE	GIFTS	

 

Remember to turn in your giŌs for the Angel Tree today, Sunday, November 26. GiŌs should be 
unwrapped with the tag securely aƩached. Place giŌ cards in a small box or envelope so they 
don’t get lost. GiŌs can be brought to church during Mass Ɵmes or dropped off at the rectory. If 
you selected a card, please don't disappoint someone. Thank you for your support. For more 
informaƟon contact Elizabeth Forster or Irus Hutchings 

 
 

CALLING ALL BAKERS 
Altar and Rosary will be holding our Cookie Walk again this year. We are looking for volunteers 
to bake 6 dozen of your favorite HOMEMADE Christmas Cookies. Please sign up at the table in 
the narthex. Cookies should be dropped off on Saturday, December 9 between noon and 2 
pm. The Cookie Walk itself will be an hour before and aŌer Mass on December 9 and 10. 
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Fall	Food	Drive	Thank	You!	
Altar and Rosary Sodality Women’s Group would like to thank everyone for their generous 
support of our Food Drive. Many pounds of food plus $1,223 dollars were collected. Open Arms 
Mission was very grateful and will be able to beƩer help the needy families that they serve. 
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Volunteers	Needed	for	Christmas	Masses—Please	sign	up	now.		
 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address, City, State: __________________________________________________________________ 
Phone: ___________________________; Email: ___________________________________________ 
 

Day and Time  you are available:  

 

Saturday, December 23, 2023— Fourth Sunday of Advent Vigil Mass at 4:00 pm _____ 
 

Sunday, December 24, 2023 Fourth Sunday of Advent Mass at 9:00 am _____ 
 

Sunday, December 24, 2023—Vigil of Christmas 
 ____ 4:00 pm   ____ 6;00 pm    ____10:30 pm 
 
	

Monday, December 25, 2023—The NaƟvity of The Lord Christmas Day 
 ____9:00 am    ____ 11:00 am 
 

 _____ Altar Server _____ Choir/Music _____ Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion  
_____ Usher 
 
 

Please drop this form in the Sunday basket, bring to the Parish Office, or you may sign-up at 
www.straphaelcatholic.org. Feel free to contact the parish office at 847.395.3474 if you have any 
addiƟonal quesƟons. Thank you for your willingness to support our parish! 
 

Please Note: At the Ɵme of this wriƟng only a small fracƟon of the needed ministry spots are filled. 
We are sƟll in need of EucharisƟc Ministers, Altar Servers, and Ushers. Please sign up to serve during 
these Masses in advance. It is difficult to take care of the large Christmas aƩendance without 
volunteers. Thank you! 

Shout out! to the 7th grade Religious EducaƟon students  
for all their help in loading up the donated food for our Food Drive. 



Don’t	forget	to	do	this	by	December	1	
	

If you have an individual reƟrement account and you are age 73 or older, you probably know that you 
must take your required minimum distribuƟon (RMD) before the year ends. However, did you know that 
you can fulfill all or part of your RMD and reduce your taxable income by transferring funds directly from 
your IRA to your parish or the Archdiocese of Chicago? Be sure to request the transfer before December 1 

to give your IRA custodian enough Ɵme to complete your charitable distribuƟon before the year ends.  
The Ɵming is important. Don’t wait unƟl it’s too late to benefit from reduced taxes.  
 

Learn more at archchicago.org/qcd. 
 

If you would like more informaƟon on how to make a QCD giŌ to St. Raphael the Archangel Catholic 
Church, contact KrysƟna M. Campbell, Planned Giving Officer, Archdiocese of Chicago at 312.534.5404 or 
kcampbell@archchicago.org].  

Oplatki	Available	at	St.	Raphael	
 

One of the most cherished and most widely preserved Christmas customs among 
ChrisƟans is the use of Oplatki. The significance of the Oplatki Christmas wafer is 
that it shadows the EucharisƟc Meal that we parƟcipate in at each Mass. The charge 
per envelope, which consists of 4 wafers and a Christmas leƩer explaining the 
tradiƟon and meaning of the wafer, is $5.00. Providing parishes with Oplatki is one 

of the basic means of financial support for the Missionary Sisters of St. Benedict. Any donaƟon for the 
Sisters beyond the purchase of the Oplatki would be greatly appreciated. Oplatki can be purchased in the 
narthex aŌer Mass. 

Sunday	Morning	Rosary	at	St.	Raphael	the	Archangel 
Join in praying the Rosary on Sunday mornings immediately aŌer the 9:00 am Mass, 
(approximately at 10:05 am) as we ask for God's mercy through the intercession of His 
Blessed Mother. The Rosary is one of the treasures of our faith through which we ask for the 
mercy and help of God. 

Altar	and	Rosary	Sodality	News	
 

Our next ARS meeƟng will be Monday, November 27 at 7 pm in the church Fellowship Hall. It's 
a great way to meet other ladies of the parish and we always have food and three games of 
Bingo. The Book Club is meeƟng Thursday, November 30 to discuss Stephanie Engelman's  
A Single Bead. 

ARS	Ladies	enjoying	dinner	at	The	Shanty	
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Altar	and	Rosary	Sodality	News	 
 

Our next ARS meeƟng will be Monday, November 27 at 7 pm in the church Fellowship Hall. It's a great way 
to meet other ladies of the parish and we always have food and three games of Bingo. The Book Club is 
meeƟng Thursday, November 30 to discuss Stephanie Engelman's A Single Bead. 

St.	Raphael	the	Archangel	Religious	Education	Calendar	
 

Wednesday Class at Milburn Middle School: November 29:  6:30-7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, December 6: Advent Penance Service Grades 3-8, St. Raphael Church, 6:30-7:30 pm;  
No Class Grades K-2  
 

Sunday, December 10: Family Mass Grades 6 and 3 AssisƟng, St. Raphael Church, 11:00 am 

 

Wednesday, December 13: Class at Milburn Middle School, 6:30-7:30 pm 

 

Wednesday, December 20 and 27: No Class – Christmas Break; Classes resume January 10, 2024 
 

For more informaƟon about our Religious EducaƟon Program, please contact:  
AnneƩe Wynn, Coordinator, at ReligiouseducaƟon@straphaelcatholic.org 

Religious	Education	Service	Opportunities—Students	will	obtain	service	project	credits. 
 

Angel Tree Gift Delivery:  Angel Tree gifts for Catholic Charities will be collected at the church for delivery 
on Sunday, December 3rd. Students can assist with packing cars at St. Raphael and unloading 
cars at Catholic Charities. Parents can help by volunteering their cars and time for the delivery. 
Students should contact Mrs. Forster or Mrs. Hutchings (email: eforster@comcast.net or 
irus1@sbcglobal.net) 
 

Cookie Walk–Saturday and Sunday December 10 and 11:  Students can bake 6 dozen cookies 
and donate them; they can help with setup on Saturday; they can participate by volunteering at the time of 
the Cookie Walk after Masses; they can assist with cleanup on Sunday afternoon. To volunteer or get more 
details, students should contact Mrs. Cherry (email: dawny328@hotmail.com). 
 

Gift Bags for Seniors:  Students can fill a gift bag provided by Open Arms Food Pantry with toiletries and 
which would include a Christmas card from the student. Gift bags should be delivered to the parish office 
no later than Monday December 11 to b delivered to the Food Pantry on December 12th. Please have your 
student contact Annette Wynn if they would like to obtain a gift bag and participate in this project. 
(email:religiouseducation@straphaelcatholic.org). 

St. Raphael The Archangel Mass Schedule and Times 
 

Weekday: 8:30 am (Monday-Saturday am);  
Saturday: 4:00 pm 
Sunday: 9:00 am and 11:00 am 
 

St. Raphael the Archangel Office Hours 
The Church Office is open Monday - Thursday from 
9:00 am unƟl 4:00 pm and closed on Fridays. 

 

Confession : Saturday aŌernoons from 3-3:40 pm. 

BapƟsm:  Registered parishioners should contact the 
parish office at 847-395-3474. 

Marriage PreparaƟon:  Registered and supporƟng 
members should call the office. A date should not be 
set unƟl consulƟng the pastor. 

Book	Sale	this	Weekend	
	

St. Raphael is having a sale of new and gently 
used Catholic books before and after Mass this 
weekend, November 25 and 26, in the narthex. 
This is an excellent opportunity to find a book 
or two for spiritual reading for the Season of 
Advent! 

	

WEDDING	BANNS	
 

 II	Caitlin ForƟer and Thomas Miller 
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Please pray for those in our parish and community who are sick: 

 

St. Raphael the Archangel  
Serving in the Armed Forces  

 

The names of acƟve duty military personnel from the St. Raphael community are listed below. We keep 
them in our thoughts and prayers as they protect our country and freedom. Please noƟfy the parish office 
if you would like to add someone to the list or if your service person is no longer acƟve in the military. 
 

Captain Nicholas A. DeSilvia, U. S. Air Force 
1 LT Mary Claire Lindroth, U.S. Army 
SFC Robert L. Ochsner III, U.S. Army 

1 LT Sarah Ochsner, U.S. Army 

Pat Lucansky 
Wayne Francke  
Bill Hutchings 

Tom Tomasello, Jr. 

Belen Kling 
Fr. Art MaƩox  

Frank Wihtelich 
Richard Biel 

Mary Lou Biel 
Residents of Rolling Hills 

Mass	Intentions	

Week of November 26, 2023  Requested by: 

Saturday, Nov 25, 2023 

 
8:30 am 

 

4:00 pm 

Alex, Christopher  
and Tristan Blood 

 

The People of St. Raphael 

Ruth Blood 
 
 

Sunday, Nov 26, 2023 
9:00 am 

 

11:00 am 
† Karl Grubert 

 

† Ellen Badame 
Tina Grubert 

 

Joe & Angie Badame 

Monday, Nov 27, 2023 8:30 am † Mary WhiƟng Jean Adkins 

Tuesday, Nov 28, 2023 8:30 am Andrew Allen Kimberly Allen 

Wednesday, Nov 29, 2023 8:30 am † Anne & George Centko MarieƩa Centko 

Thursday, Nov 30, 2023 8:30 am † BeƩy Green Elizabeth & Bob Forster 

Friday, Dec 1, 2023 8:30 am † Judith Kenny Maggie Lamb 

Saturday, Dec 2, 2023 
8:30 am 

 

4:00 pm 
The Siron Family 

 

† Harold & Sophie Boutell 
Evelyn Ong 

 

Chuck & KiƩy Boutell 

Sunday, Dec 3, 2023 
9:00 am 

 

11:00 am 
The People of St. Raphael 

 

Eugeniusz Berdychowski 
 
 

The Robak Family 



Worship	&	Spiritual	Life	Schedule	
Mass	Times	for	December	2-3,	2023	

Mass Times 4:00 pm 
Saturday 

9:00 am 
Sunday 

11:00 am  
Sunday 

Clergy Fr. Ric Halvorson 
Dcn. Bob Ochsner 

Fr. MaƩhew Kowalski 
Dcn Colin Patrick 

Fr. MaƩhew Kowalski 
Dcn. John Haderlein 

Lector Garry Ryan John Boldt Elizabeth SimuƟs 

Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy 

Communion 
Gary Hughes Victoria Cardenas Melissa Tebben 

Altar Servers 3 Open 
K. Anen 
L. Anen 

L. Lardeo 

G. Muzones 
M. Muzones 

N. SimuƟs 

Ushers 
Joseph Costa 
Paul Pavelski 

2 Open 

Angie Badame 
Peter Dadivas 
Tom Heinrich 

Jim Sitko 

Rich Josten 
Rafael Muzones 

2 Open 

Fellowship Karen Hopkins Vicky Cardenas Mary Mrowiec 

Events	for	the	Week	of	November	26,	2023 
Sunday 
Nov 26 

Monday 
Nov 27 

Tuesday 
Nov 28 

Wednesday 
Nov 29 

Thursday 
Nov 30 

Friday 
Dec 1 

Saturday 
Dec 2 

Sunday 
Dec 3 

9am Mass 
 

10am Choir  
PracƟce 
 

10:am Parish 
Rosary-Church 
 

11 am Mass 
 

12 pm Choir  
PracƟce 
 

8am-6pm 
KOC Tree/
Wreath Sale 
 

6 pm  Pageant 
PracƟce 
 

ANGEL TREE 
GIFT RETURN 
 

Book Sale 

8:30 am 
Mass 
 

7 pm ARS 
MeeƟng  

8:30 am 
Mass 
 

7 pm Bible 
Study 

8:30 am  
Mass 
 

9:15 am  
Bible Study  

 

8:30 am 
Mass 
 

6-8 pm 
Book Club 
 
6:30 OCIA  

8:30 am 
Mass 

8:30 am Mass 
 

8am-6pm 
KOC Tree/
Wreath Sale and 
KOC Planning 
Mtg 
 

2 pm Altar  
Server Training  
 
3-3:40  
Confession 
 

4 pm Mass 

8am-6pm 
KOC Tree/Wreath Sale 
 

9am Mass 
 

10am Choir PracƟce 
 

10:am Parish Rosary-
Church 
 

11 am Mass 
 

12 pm Choir  
PracƟce 
 

2pm– FFF Christmas 
Party-Fellowship Hall 
 
 

6 pm  Pageant PracƟce 

Please submit any arƟcles, events or acƟviƟes that you would like included in the bulleƟn, no later than 12 noon on Wednesday, ten days prior to publicaƟon. Early 
Publisher deadlines require earlier submissions. All arƟcles are subject to approval. 
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Peace	in	the	Womb	Christmas	Caroling	
Saturday,	December	9th	at	10:00	a.m.	

 

In the Christmas story, hope enters the world 
through the birth of a child, even in the midst of 
difficult circumstances. Join us as we sing carols 
and share this Christmas hope where it’s needed 
most: the abortion facility right here in our 
community. 
Event: Peace in the Womb Christmas Caroling 
When: Saturday, December 9th at 10:00 am. 
Where: Waukegan Planned Parenthood, 1601 N. 
Lewis Ave. in Waukegan, Illinois 

More Info: Contact Leslie at (847)951-1064 
or hazfam6@comcast.net 
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