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Third Sunday of Advent December 17, 2023 St. Raphael the Archangel

Dear St. Raphael Parishioners,

I would like to thank the many of you who expressed condolences at my mother’s
P passing last week. Because priests work with many people, it can be a little
: overwhelming when person after person offers their sympathy. | know that my
parishioners are people who pray, so | am quite confident that my family and | have been
supported by the prayers of many in this past week. | wish to give special thanks to
Fr. Jim Merold, Fr. Anthony Jelinek and Fr. Ric Halvorson, who provided extra assistance
to St. Raphael while | was occupied last week.

My parents both grew up in Chicago, met and married there in 1948. They moved to the suburbs
during the great baby boom of the 1950’s. My dad was 12 years older than mom, and he passed away in
1982. After 33 years of marriage and six children, my mother lived as a widow for 41 years. For the last
eight years, she had lived at the Addolorata Villa retirement community in Wheeling, where she had access
to Mass and other sacraments. She enjoyed her time there with the other (mostly) Catholic senior citizens.

Third Sunday of Advent: This week of Advent will effectively be the last week, as the Fourth Sunday
is also Christmas Eve. The opening words of Isaiah in the First Reading are the same passage read by Jesus
in a synagogue, as he began his public life. They are words of glad tidings, healing and freedom. Jesus
fulfilled these words symbolically by the miracles he worked. But the world still has poor people,
brokenhearted people and prisoners. So how are we to understand these words as referring to Jesus?

First of all, the prophet who wrote this centuries before Christ was not speaking about the whole
world. Isaiah’s words were meant for the Jews, as a promise of what God would do for them in the future.
Jesus’ public life was mostly spent in Judea and Galilee, so it was in fact the Jews who first witnessed the
fulfillment of this prophecy. The miracles were visual signs of the greater miracle to come, which is
salvation for the world.

Simbang Gabi and the Nativity pageant: With these two events on successive days, it makes for a
busy weekend. The Simbang Gabi Mass is Saturday evening 7 pm, so it may be over by the time some of
you are seeing this. The children’s pageant will be Sunday at 6:00 pm. Please come out and experience
these special Advent events even if you are not directly involved in them, as they are open to all. Both
events bring non-parishioners to St. Raphael, often for their first sight of our church.

December 24 Schedule: | call your attention to the unique schedule for next Sunday.

There is no 11 am Sunday Mass on Sunday the 24th. We can easily fit our whole congregation into
our big church at the two other 4th Sunday of Advent Masses (4 pm and 9 am). Christmas Vigil Masses
begin Sunday evening at 4 pm. The Sunday obligation requires attending one Mass for the 4th Sunday of
Advent, and a Mass of Christmas (Vigil or Christmas Day).

God bless,
Fr. Matthew



Third Sunday of Advent

December 17,2023

Advent and Christmas Schedule

4th Sunday of Advent

Saturday, December 23, 2023

4:00 pm—4th Sunday of Advent Vigil Mass
Sunday, December 24, 2023

9:00 am—4th Sunday of Advent Mass

Vigil of Christmas
Sunday, December 24, 2023
4:00 pm, 6:00 pm & 10:30 pm - Christmas Eve Mass

The Nativity of The Lord Christmas Day
Monday, December 25, 2023
9:00 am & 11:00 am - Christmas Mass

Feast of the Holy Family
Saturday, December 30, 2023
4:00 pm - Vigil Mass

Sunday, December 31, 2023
9:00 am & 11:00 am - Mass

Feast of The Solemnity of Mary
The Holy Mother of God
Monday, January 1, 2024

8:30 am - Mass

Feast of The Epiphany of The Lord
Saturday, January 6, 2024
4:00 pm - Vigil Mass

Sunday, January 7, 2024
9:00 am & 11:00 am - Mass

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, December 16 - 2:30 - 3:30 pm
Monday, December 18 - 4:00 - 6:00 pm
Wednesday, December 20 - Noon - 2:00 pm

Simbang Gabi Mass December 16, 2023 at 7:00 pm

Nativity Pageant December 17, 2023 at 6:00 pm
Doors open at 5:40 pm
St. Raphael the Archangel Catholic Church

There will be no Bible Study During Advent.
Resumes January 9.

St. Raphael the Archangel

Help Needed on December 17

We need volunteers to help
decorate the church for
Christmas on 12/17 after the
:11:00 am Mass. Help is needed

T T

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17TH AT 6:00PM
ST. RAPHAEL THE ARCH ANGEL CATHOLIC CHURCH
40000 US-45, LAKE VILLA, IL 60046

Doors Open at 5:40PM and refreshments will follow!
We are also collecting hats and gloves for the

HOUSE OF PEACE

in Lake County if you would like to donate to this cause!

Oplatki Available at St. Raphael

One of the most cherished and most widely
preserved Christmas customs among Christians is
the use of Oplatki. The significance of the Oplatki
Christmas wafer is that it shadows the Eucharistic
Meal that we participate in at each Mass. The
charge per envelope, which consists of 4 wafers
and a Christmas letter explaining the tradition and
meaning of the wafer, is $5.00. Providing parishes
with Oplatki is one of the basic means of financial
support for the Missionary Sisters of St. Benedict.
Any donation for the Sisters beyond the purchase
of the Oplatki would be greatly appreciated.
Oplatki can be purchased in the narthex after
Mass.
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St. Raphael The Archangel Mass Schedule and Times
Weekday: 8:30 am (Monday-Saturday am) Saturday: 4:00 pm; Sunday: 9:00 am and 11:00 am

St. Raphael the Archangel Office Hours
The Church Office is open Monday - Thursday from 9:00 am until 4:00 pm and closed on Fridays.
The Church office will be closed on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

Confession : Saturday afternoons from 3-3:40 pm.

Baptism: Registered parishioners should contact the parish office at 847-395-3474.

Marriage Preparation: Registered and supporting members should call the office. A date should not be
set until consulting the pastor.

St. Raphael the Archangel Religious Education Calendar
Wednesday, December 20 and 27: No Class — Christmas Break; Classes resume January 10, 2024

A Bowling at Antioch Lanes (“Fill My Cup” Event) ¢ atl. J
; January 7, 2024 at 2:00 pm at 750 W. IL Route 173 Ste.1, Antioch, IL R f..b’,« J
;/::7? Cost per person: $10 (cash) or $12 (credit card) includes 2 games of bowlingand
formefan  shoe rental. We encourage early sign ups as the slots fill up quickly! You can
reserve your spot* with our group by typing in the following URL https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C084FA4A722AAFEC34-46570915-bowling
or by contacting Donna at FamilyFaithFormationGroup@gmail.com

*Please note that the Family Faith Formation Group does not host child “drop off” events as the intention
is to provide opportunities for families to get to know each other in our parish while growing in our faith
together through service and fellowship.

Altar and Rosary Sodality News

ARS wishes all of our St. Raphael Family a Blessed Christmas season. The Book Club will be
meeting on Thursday, January 18 at 6 pm to discuss A Martyr's Crown by Joyce Coronel.
Our next meeting will be on Monday, January 22 at 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall.

I Order a Poinsettia for the Altar!

IWe are taking orders for poinsettias to decorate the altar and worship area. You may order your
I poinsettia in honor of a loved one or as a memorial for a deceased loved one. The cost is $10 per
| poinsettia. Simply fill out the form and return it to the parish office.

:Your Name: Your Email:

I'Your Loved One’s Name(s): In Honor In Memorial
|
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Simbang Gab

Simbang Gabi is a unique Filipino tradition of
celebrating nine-day novena of Marian masses to
heighten our preparation for celebrating the birth of
our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Through Simbang Gabi, the participating parishes
of Vicariate |, deaneries A, B, and C offer the
faithful a deep spiritual experience that leads to a
more meaningful Christmas season.

Each of the parishes listed below will host one of
the evening masses.

The Filipino community of the participating
parishes would like to extend a cordial invitation to
all parishioners, families, and friends to come and
share this cherished Filipino tradition.

Day 1- Dec 15, Fri. 7:00 PM- MTB-Immaculate Conception- 508 Grand Ave., Waukegan
Day 2- Dec. 16, Sat. 7:00 PM- St. Raphael the Archangel- 40000 N. US Hwy 45, Old Mill Creek

Day 3- Dec. 17, Sun. 4:00 PM- St. Mary of the Annunciation- 22333 W. Erhart Rd, Mundelein
Dec. 17, Sun. 7:00 PM- St. Gilbert- 301 E. Belvidere Rd, Grayslake

Day 4- Dec. 18, Mon. 7:00 PM- St Joseph- 114 N. Lincoln Ave., Round Lake

Day 5- Dec 19, Tue. 7:00 PM- Prince of Peace- 135 S. Milwaukee Ave., Lake Villa

Day 6- Dec 20, Wed. 7:00 PM -St. Mary of Vernon- 236 US Hwy 45, Indian Creek

Day 7- Dec 21, Thu. 7:00 PM- St. Paul the Apostle- 6401 Gages Lake Rd., Gurnee

Day 8- Dec. 22, Fri. 7:00 PM- Little Flower-St. Anastasia- 624 Douglas Ave., Waukegan

Day 9- Dec. 23, Sat. 4:00 PM- St Brigid- Our Lady of Humility- 10655 Wadsworth Rd., Zion

If you want to serve the Simbang Gabi preparations in our parish St. Raphael the Archangel
please contact Peter and Lilian at 224-628-9721



Mass Intentions

Week of December 17, 2023 Requested by:
8:30 am t Richard & Claudette Matthews Marietta Centko
Saturday, Dec 16, 2023 4:00 pm t Jane Donahoe William Donahoe
7:00 pm Simbang Gabi
9:00 am t Alden Arul Rajan The Arul Rajan Family
Sunday, Dec 17, 2023
11:00 am The People of St. Raphael
Monday, Dec 18, 2023 8:30 am t Betty Laky The Laky Family
Tuesday, Dec 19, 2023 8:30 am t Randy Berg The Anen Family
Wednesday, Dec 20, 2023 8:30 am 1 Ken Clark Chuck & Kitty Boutell
Thursday, Dec 21, 2023 8:30 am t Llewellyn Ong Evelyn Ong
Friday, Dec 22, 2023 8:30 am Tt Thomas O’Keefe Vherner &k arivn
Baeckelandt
8:30 am The Living & Deceased Members Joe Arnone
Saturday, Dec 23, 2023 of the Arnone & Herbet Families
4:00 pm The People of St. Raphael
Sunday, Dec 24, 2023 )
ath Sunday of Advent 9:00 am The People of St. Raphael
Sunday, Dec 24, 2023 4:00 pm t Steve Green Bob & Elizabeth Forster
Christmas Eve 6:00 pm The People of St. Raphael
10:30 pm t Lisa Anen Campbell The Anen Family

Please pray for those in our parish and community who are sick:

Clarence Frounfelker Belen Kling Mary Lou Biel
Wayne Francke Fr. Art Mattox Residents of Rolling Hills
Bill Hutchings Frank Wihtelich
Tom Tomasello, Jr. Richard Biel

St. Raphael the Archangel Serving in the Armed Forces

The names of active duty military personnel from the St. Raphael community are listed below. We keep
them in our thoughts and prayers as they protect our country and freedom. Please notify the parish office
if you would like to add someone to the list or if your service person is no longer active in the military.

Captain Nicholas A. DeSilvia, U. S. Air Force 1 LT Mary Claire Lindroth, U.S. Army
SFC Robert L. Ochsner lll, U.S. Army 1 LT Sarah Ochsner, U.S. Army
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Worship & Spiritual Life Schedule

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 23, & 24, 2023

Mass Times Saturday, December 23  Sunday, December 24
4:00 pm Advent Vigil 9:00 am Advent Mass
Cler Fr. Matthew Kowalski Fr. Ric Halvorson
&Y Dcn. John Haderlein
Katy Teichert Bill Booker

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy Gary Hughes Open
Communion

M. Dadivas

Dan Bulicek
Joseph Costa
Peter Dadivas 4 Open
1 Open

Worship & Spiritual.Life Schedule
Sunday, December 24, Vigil of Christmas

Mass Ties 4:00 pm Sunday, 6:00 pm Sunday, 10:30 pm Sunday, Dec 24
December 24 December 24 Midnight Mass
Cler Fr. Matthew Kowalski Fr. Ric Halvorson Fr. Jim Merold
&Y Dcn. Greg Webster Dcn. Bob Ochsner
Garry Ryan John Boldt Steve Laky

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy

Gidget Leable

1 Open 2 Open 2 Open

Communion

B. Pumala
Altar Servers J. Simutis 3 Open 3 Open
2 Open
Nate Simutis 6 Open Catherine Laky
5 Open 5 Open
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Mass Times 9:00 am Monday 11:00 am Monday
December 25 December 25

Fr. Jim Merold Fr. Matthew Kowalski
Dcn. Bob Ochsner Dcn. John Haderlein

Marie Huml Katy Teichert

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy 2 Open 2 Open
Communion

Dan Bulicek
4

Volunteers Needed for Christmas Masses—Please sign up now.

I Name:
" Address, City, State:
Phone: ; Email:

I Day and Time _you are available:

" Saturday, December 23, 2023— Fourth Sunday of Advent Vigil Mass at 4:00 pm
! Sunday, December 24, 2023 Fourth Sunday of Advent Mass at 9:00 am ___

| Sunday, December 24, 2023 —Vigil of Christmas

i 4:00 pm 6;00 pm 10:30 pm

* Monday, December 25, 2023—The Nativity of The Lord Christmas Day

| 9:00 am 11:00 am

i Altar Server Choir/Music Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
___ Usher

: Please drop this form in the Sunday basket, bring to the Parish Office, or you may sign-up at
www.straphaelcatholic.org. Feel free to contact the parish office at 847.395.3474 if you have any
. additional questions. Thank you for your willingness to support our parish!

I please Note: At the time of this writing only a small fraction of the needed ministry spots are filled.

* We are still in need of Eucharistic Ministers, Altar Servers, and Ushers. Please sign up to serve during
. these Masses in advance. It is difficult to take care of the large Christmas attendance without

I volunteers. Thank you!



Third Sunday of Advent December 17,2023 St. Raphael the Archangel

Events/for the Week of December 17, 2023

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thurs Friday Saturday Sunday

Dec 17 Dec 18 Dec 19 Dec 20 Dec 21 Dec 22 Dec 23 Dec 24
9am Mass 8:30 am 8:30 am 8:30 am 8:30am  8:30 am 8:30 am 9am Mass
10am Choir Mass Mass Mass Mass Mass Mass 10am Choir
Practice P No Bible No Bible Study 2:30-3:30 Practice
10-05:am Parish ComE)ession Study in in Advent. Confession 10-05:am
Rosary-Church ST G 4 pm Mass Parish

. Resumes Rosary-

12 pm Choir Jan 9 Noon-2 pm Church

. urc
Practice Confession
6 pm No Religious Ed
Nativity Class
Pageant
Church

Please submit any articles, events or activities that you would like included in the bulletin, no:later than 12 noon on Wednesday, ten days prior to publication.

Early Publisher deadlines require earlier submissions. All articles are subject to approval.

St. Raphael the Archangel Catholic Church

Saturday / Sunday Collections Building Fund

Over / (Under)
Sunday Donations Budget Budget Donations
Sep 03 $5,968.01 $5,275.00 $693.01 $1,218.20
Sep 10 $4,128.00 $5,275.00 -$1,147.00 $639.00
Sep 17 $4,717.00 $5,275.00 -$558.00 $599.00
Sep 24 $6,049.00 $5,275.00 $774.00 $933.00
Sept $20,862.01 $21,100.00 -$237.99 $3,389.20
Oct 01 $7,101.00 $5,270.00 $1,831.00 $920.00
Oct 08 $8,729.00 $5,270.00 $3,459.00 $891.00
Oct 15 $5,183.00 $5,270.00 -$87.00 $1,085.20
Oct 22 $7,049.00 $5,270.00 $1,779.00 $1,126.00
Oct 29 $5,876.00 $5,270.00 $606.00 $968.00
October $33,938.00 $26,350.00 $7,588.00 $4,990.20

Thank you for your generosity!



"Journey of Hope”: Advent Car Retreat by Deacon Greg

Talking with a friend about his travel plans before Christmas, | asked him whether he was apprehensive about his upcom-
ing drive or looking forward to his planned event. “Both,” he replied. He was looking forward to the event but not the
eight hours he was planning to spend in the car. While discussing the drag of long car rides with little to do, | wondered
how this could be changed from a “grind” to a spiritual experience. It occurred to me —why not make this drive a retreat?
So, for those driving somewhere this Advent, try making your travels a spiritual journey. This retreat is designed to guide
participants through a transformative spiritual experience centered around the Advent season. Drawing inspiration from
the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius and the Sunday readings for Advent 2023, the retreat aims to deepen participants'
understanding of the Advent themes of hope, peace, joy, and love. All you need is a Bible and a seeking heart...

Hour 1: Encounter the Desire for God: Scripture Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9; Catholic Reflection: Reflect on the yearning for
God's presence expressed in the passage. Consider the desires within your own heart; Lectio Divina Exercise: Read the
passage slowly. Meditate on a word or phrase that stands out. What is God saying to you?; Meditation Prayer: "Lord, re-

veal to me the deepest desires of my heart. Help me to be open to Your presence and guidance throughout this retreat."
Hour 2: Embrace Hope in the Darkness: Scripture Reading: Mark 13:33-37; Catholic Reflection: Contemplate the call to be
watchful and attentive. How can you stay vigilant in hope during challenging times?; Lectio Divina Exercise: Engage with

the passage, focusing on what it means to be vigilant. What is God inviting you to be aware of in your life?; Meditation
Prayer: "Lord, in the darkness of life, may | find the light of hope. Grant me the grace to stay watchful and attentive to Your
coming."

Hour 3: Cultivate Peace Within: Scripture Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10; Catholic Reflection: Reflect on the vision of peace de-
picted in the passage. How can you contribute to the realization of God's peace in your life and the world?; Lectio Divina

Exercise: Immerse yourself in the words. What images or feelings arise as you contemplate the peace described by Isaiah?;
Maeditation Prayer: "Prince of Peace, guide me in cultivating inner peace. Help me become an instrument of Your peace in
the world."

Hour 4: Joyful Anticipation: Scripture Reading: John 1:6-8, 19-28; Catholic Reflection: Ponder the joyous anticipation of
John the Baptist. How can you prepare joyfully for the coming of Christ?; Lectio Divina Exercise: Read and reflect on John's
testimony. What resonates with you, and how can you prepare the way for Christ in your life?; Meditation Prayer: "Lord,
grant me the joy of anticipation. May my heart be a welcoming place for Your presence."

Hour 5: Love Incarnate: Scripture Reading: Luke 1:26-38; Catholic Reflection: Contemplate Mary's response to God's call.
How can you embody a similar openness to God's love in your life?; Lectio Divina Exercise: Immerse yourself in Mary's en-
counter with the angel. What is God inviting you to say 'yes' to in your journey of faith?; Meditation Prayer: "Mary, model
of love and obedience, help me say 'yes' to God's plan for my life. May | embody Your love in the world."

Hour 6: Preparing the Way: Scripture Reading: Mark 1:1-8; Catholic Reflection: Reflect on John the Baptist's role in pre-
paring the way. How can you clear the path for Christ in your heart?; Lectio Divina Exercise: Engage with the passage, fo-
cusing on John's message. What steps can you take to prepare for the coming of Christ?; Meditation Prayer: "Lord, guide
me in preparing the way for Your presence. Help me to remove any obstacles hindering Your entrance into my heart."
Hour 7: Christ is Born in Us: Scripture Reading: Luke 2:1-14; Catholic Reflection: Contemplate the birth of Christ and the
proclamation of peace. How can you become a bearer of Christ's presence and peace in the world?; Lectio Divina Exercise:
Read and reflect on the familiar Nativity story. What resonates with you, and how can you share the good news with oth-
ers?; Meditation Prayer: "Christ, born in a humble manger, be born in me anew. May | be a source of Your love and peace

in the world."

Hour 8: The Gift of Christ's Presence: Scripture Reading: Matthew 2:1-12; Catholic Reflection: Ponder the Magi's journey
and the gifts they bring. What gifts can you offer to the newborn King?; Lectio Divina Exercise: Meditate on the journey of
the Magi. What insights do you gain about your own spiritual journey and offerings to Christ?; Meditation Prayer: "Lord, as
| conclude this retreat, may | offer You the gifts of my heart. May Your presence continue to guide and inspire me."

Notes:

1. Tailor the experience for the passengers in the car or to pray at home; 2. Read the Scripture Readings aloud and let the other passengers (not
the driver!) close their eyes and picture the scene; 3. Instruct those in the car on the Reflection exercise, keeping a period of silent reverence;
4. Move to Lectio Divina and pause; 5. Complete the hour with the Mediation prayer; 6. Invite those in the car to reflect on the activities and
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