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Dear St. Raphael Parishioners,

] May the joy of the Holy Family remain with you through this holy season!
e | estimate somewhere near 1000 people attended our Christmas Masses.

| am very pleased with the charitable and service activities that St. Raphael
members took part in this season. These include the food drive and gift bags by our
students, and the Angel Tree gift program. The Knights of Columbus put a lot of
volunteer work into their Christmas tree sales, which funds their activities during the
year. The ARS Cookie Walk was also successful. Altar and Rosary Sodality members contribute to our
parish in a number of different ways, all through the year. A big “thank you” to the ladies of the ARS.

Simbang Gabi and the Childrens’ Nativity Pageant both had excellent attendance this year.
Simbang Gabi continues to be a vibrant celebration for the Filipino community, with distinctive
decorations and music. Now in its third year, the Nativity Pageant has grown steadily and has become
our main interfaith project in cooperation with other local churches.

As in past years, an anonymous individual has made a donation specifically to help the needy of
our parish. | expect to forward part of this to Open Arms Mission food pantry, and Aid for Women of
Northern Lake County. If you know of a local charitable organization focusing on the needy, we may have
support available.

Support St. Raphael: Our parish relies strongly on your generosity this season. Please consider a
special Christmas or year-end gift, to help us into 2024. Our attendance has increased by a healthy
amount this past year, but our collection numbers have not quite matched this. We have members who
give so much, both with their time and financial help!

January 1st, Solemnity of Mary: The Solemnity of Mary is not a holy day of obligation this year.
| hope Christmas blessings stay with you and your loved ones throughout this season! Remember that
the Church’s Christmas Season is not the same as the secular Christmas season. We are now in the
Church’s Christmas season, which continues to the Baptism of the Lord, this year on January 8th.

Gratitude for your Condolences: | received so many expressions of sympathy at my mother’s
passing that | am not able to acknowledge them all individually. Thank you for all the prayers, and kind
thoughts. A special thanks to Bishop Jeffrey Grob, who preached at the funeral Mass. My mother was
blessed to spend her final years in a supportive, Catholic community.

Blessings in our Lord,

Fr. Matthew Kowalski
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St. Raphael The Archangel
Mass Schedule and Times

Weekday: 8:30 am (Monday-Saturday am)
Saturday: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am and 11:00 am

St. Raphael the Archangel Office Hours
The Church Office is open Monday - Thursday from
9:00 am until 4:00 pm and closed on Fridays.

Confession
Saturday afternoons from 3-3:40 pm.

Baptism: Registered parishioners should contact
the parish office at 847-395-3474.

Marriage Preparation: Registered and supporting
members should call the office. A date should not
be set until consulting the pastor.

St. Raphael the Archangel
Religious Education Calendar
Christmas Break; Classes resume January 10, 2024

WEDDING BANNS
Il Paige Stickle Michael Revord
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St. Raphael the Archangel Catholic Church

Feast of the Holy Family
Saturday, December 30, 2023
4:00 pm - Vigil Mass
Sunday, December 31, 2023
9:00 am & 11:00 am - Mass

Feast of The Solemnity of Mary
The Holy Mother of God
Monday, January 1, 2024

8:30 am - Mass

Feast of The Epiphany of The Lord
Saturday, January 6, 2024
4:00 pm - Vigil Mass

Sunday, January 7, 2024
9:00 am & 11:00 am - Mass

Altar and Rosary Sodality
s22=xe, The Book Club will be meeting on
Thursday, January 18 at 6 pm to

..V | &/ discuss A Martyr's Crown by

’ Joyce Coronel. Our next business
meeting will be on Monday, January 22 at
7 pm in the Fellowship Hall. We will be
installing our new ARS officers. These are
great ways to meet women in the parish

and become more involved at St. Raphael.
Please join us.

L

Altar Poinsettias were purchased in Memorial of the following individuals:

Lynn (Lenny) Graham
Jeffrey J. Reutter
Don Kessel

Gene Bialek
Rae Lynn Shepherd
Ruth & Carl Hickman

Bob & Vinetta Hagerty
John Shelter
Jeffrey Hutchings

for Women.

Thank you!
Dear Father Matthew and Parishioners of St. Raphael the Archangel Church,

1
On behalf of all the Babies and Mothers you have helped, Aid for Women thanks you for “
your support of our Baby Bottle fundraiser! St. Raphael raised $1,785.06 to support Aid '




Interfaith Nativity Pageant at St. Raphael the Archangel Church, 2023
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The Communion Antiphon for the Feast of the Holy 2023 Donation Statements
Family was mistakenly left out of the Christmas-

time worship aid. It comes from Luke 2: 48-49. The parish office will send 2023 donation

statements at the end of January to all who

S —— requested the statement in 2022.
& - = ——
D)

"My son, why have you treat -ed us so? Your If you are new to the parish or did not
np b m— e e request a statement last year, please call the
B o, 4+ 0 7 e e, le ! :

o N — office at
fath.er and [ have been anxious-ly look-ing for you." (847.395.3474) or email
j/ I s : — (rectory@straphaelcatholic.org)
Gre—e—Teo—e—3 o F o o5 55
b}/ 1 I I I 1 I I { ]

to request the 2023 statement. Statements
will be sent via the email we have on record

() | — : . y

A 5 ——F—+F >~ or U.S. Mail if there is no email address
e - | .S. .
D) — »-

know that I must be a -bout my fath-er's busi - ness?"

Bowling at Antioch Lanes (“Fill My Cup” Event)
January 7, 2024 at 2:00 pm at 750 W. IL Route 173 Ste.1, Antioch, IL
Cost per person: $10 (cash) or $12 (credit card) includes 2 games of .
; /....s bowling and shoe rental. We encourage early sign ups as the slots fillup ¢ =2 %@ 07:7
m quickly! You can reserve your spot* with our group by typing in the “< b
(arym:ﬁw following URL https://www.signupgenius.com/

g0/10C084FA4A722AAFEC34-46570915-bowling
or by contacting Donna at FamilyFaithFormationGroup@gmail.com

*Please note that the Family Faith Formation Group does not host child “drop off” events as the intention
is to provide opportunities for families to get to know each other in our parish while growing in our faith
together through service and fellowship.

. Please Sign-up to Volunteer at St. Raphael the Archangel. Thank you!
[ Name: ; Address, City, State:
« Phone: ; Email:

I Your Availability:

" Volunteer Opportunity you are interested in:

Altar Server Choir/Music Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Fellowship after Mass Lector Ministers of Care Usher
. Religious Education

| Please drop this form in the Sunday basket, bring to the Parish Office, or you may sign-up at
= www.straphaelcatholic.org. Feel free to contact the parish office at 847.395.3474 if you have any
| additional guestions. Thank you for your willingness to support our parish!




Worship & Spiritual Life Schedule
Mass Timesfor January 7, 2024

4:00 pm 9:00 am 11:00 am
Saturday Sunday Sunday

Cler Fr. Matthew Kowalski Fr. Matthew Kowalski Fr. Matthew Kowalski
&Y Dcn. John Haderlein Dcn. Greg Webster
Garry Ryan Jeannette Heiney Kellen Price

Extraordinary

Ministers of Holy Donna Pavelski Victoria Cardenas Melissa Tebben
Communion

Llagge E. Herrera
Altar Servers 3 Open A. Rayes )
2 Open
| 1 Open
. Vicky Cardenas Mark Mrowiec
Paul Pavelski Tom Hagerty ) ,
e Nate Simutis
3 Open Jim Sitko 5 Oben
1 Open P

Open Wanda Hagerty Open

Mass Times

Events for the Week of December 31, 2023

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thurs Friday Saturday Sunday
Dec 31 Jan1 Jan 2 Jan3 Jan 4 Jan5 Jan 6 Jan7
9 am Mass 8:30am Mass 8:30 am Mass  8:30 am Mass 8:30am 8:30am 8:30am 9 am Mass
10 am Choir practice Solemnity of No Bible Study No Bible Study pags RS pags 10am Choir practice
ary e
10 am Rosary No Religious Ed .30 pm 2 3'?0 p_m 10 am Rosary
onfession
11 am Mass Class OCIA 11 am Mass
4 pm Mass
Noon Choir practice Noon Choir practice

2 pm Family Faith
Formation Group
Bowling at Antioch
Lanes

Please submit any articles, events or activities that you would like included in the bulletin, no later than 12 noon on Wednesday, ten days prior to publication. Early

Publisher deadlines require earlier submissions. All articles are subject to approval:

Spring 2024 Adult Confirmation for Vicariate I Parishioners

Are you an adult who missed receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation? Preparation for

2 Confirmation for Vicariate | parishioners will be offered weekly on Mondays beginning
Monday, March 25, 2024, 7-9 pm, at St. Edna Parish, 2525 N. Arlington Heights Rd. in
Arlington Heights. Bishop Jeffrey Grob will preside at the Confirmation Mass at St. Edna Parish
on Wednesday, May 22, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. Registration closes on March 15. Contact Lorie
Crepeau for information and registration;

Icrepeau@stedna.org, 847-398-3362, ext. 325.




Mass Intentions

Week of December 31, 2023

Saturday, Dec 30, 2023
Feast of The Holy Family

Sunday, Dec 31, 2023

Monday, Jan 1, 2024
Solemnity of Mary

Tuesday, January 2, 2024

Wednesday, Jan 3, 2024

Thursday, January 4, 2024

Friday, January 5, 2024

Saturday, January 6, 2024

Sunday, January 7, 2024

8:30am
4:00 pm

9:00 am

11:00 am

8:30 am

8:30 am

8:30 am

8:30 am
8:30 am

8:30 am
4:00 pm

9:00 am
11:00 am

T Nana Mendoza

The People of St. Raphael
t Gayle Thielke

t Maureen Boyd

The People of St. Raphael

tDebra & John Anzelmo

tEdward Berg

TAnn Marie Geddes
tJulius & Dorothy Olsosky

tRodney Brennar

tJames Kuch

The People of St. Raphael
tJulian Robak

Requested by:

Vicky Cardenas

Lorrie Wihtelich
Angie & Joe Badame

Brandon Anzelmo

The Anen Family

Kimberly Geddes
Steve & Catherine Laky

The Badame Family

John & Margaret Fontana

The Robak Family

Please pray for those in our parish and community who are sick:

Marie Huml

Clarence Frounfelker

Wayne Francke
Bill Hutchings

Tom Tomasello, Jr.

Belen Kling

Fr. Art Mattox
Frank Wihtelich

Richard Biel
Mary Lou Biel

Residents of Rolling Hills

St. Raphael the Archangel Serving in the Armed Forces

The names of active duty military personnel from the St. Raphael community are listed below. We keep
them in our thoughts and prayers as they protect our country and freedom. Please notify the parish office
if you would like to add someone to the list or if your service person is no longer active in the military.

Captain Nicholas A. DeSilvia, U. S. Air Force

1 LT Mary Claire Lindroth, U.S. Army
SFC Robert L. Ochsner lll, U.S. Army
1 LT Sarah Ochsner, U.S. Army



Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph December 31, 2023 St. Raphael the Archangel Catholic Church

" Mary's Fiat”: Car Retreat for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
by Deacon Greg

As we enter the New Year, let us embrace and pay homage to the woman whose fiat, or "yes," played a
pivotal role in the divine plan of salvation. Mary, as the Mother of God, occupies a unique and revered
position in Christian theology. The title "Mother of God" is not merely an honorary designation but
encapsulates a profound truth about the Incarnation—the moment when the eternal Word of God took on
human flesh in the person of Jesus Christ. The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, provides an opportunity
for believers to reflect on the significance of Mary's role in the divine economy and to draw inspiration
from her exemplary faith.

Let us contemplate Mary's journey as a woman of faith. Her life was marked by humility, obedience, and
profound trust in God's providence. Mary's "yes" was not a passive acceptance but an active cooperation
with God's will, setting an example for all Christians to embrace God's plan for their lives with similar
openness and surrender. We emphasize Mary's role as the Theotokos, the Mother of God. The Council of
Ephesus in 431 officially affirmed this title, recognizing that Mary did not merely give birth to a human
being but to the second person of the Holy Trinity. In honoring Mary as the Mother of God, the Church
underscores the intimate connection between the divine and human in the person of Jesus Christ.

The year, let us profoundly seek the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Church acknowledges
Mary as a powerful advocate and mediator of grace, and Catholics turn to her with confidence, seeking her
prayers and protection.

Hour 1: Mary's Yes in the Old Testament

Scripture Reading: Genesis 3:15; Catholic Reflection: Contemplate the protoevangelium, the first
announcement of the Gospel. Reflect on the role of the woman in the plan of salvation. Lectio Divina
Exercise: Read and meditate on the passage. What does it reveal about God's plan for redemption?
Meditation Prayer: "Lord, help me understand Your plan for salvation. Like Mary, may | trust in Your
promises."

Hour 2: The Annunciation in Luke

Scripture Reading: Luke 1:26-38; Catholic Reflection: Dive into the Annunciation narrative. Reflect on
Mary's response to the angel Gabriel and the significance of her fiat. Lectio Divina Exercise: Immerse
yourself in the passage. What stands out to you, and how can you emulate Mary's openness to God's will?
Meditation Prayer: "Mary, Mother of God, teach me to surrender to God's plan with the same trust and
humility you displayed."

Hour 3: Mary's Visit to Elizabeth

Scripture Reading: Luke 1:39-56; Catholic Reflection: Reflect on Mary's journey to visit her cousin
Elizabeth. Consider the joy and humility expressed in the Magnificat. Lectio Divina Exercise: Engage with
the Magnificat. What lessons can you draw from Mary's song of praise? Meditation Prayer: "Lord, may my
soul magnify the greatness of Your love. Like Mary, may | glorify You in all circumstances."

Continued on the next page
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Hour 4: The Birth of Jesus

Scripture Reading: Luke 2:1-20; Catholic Reflection: Ponder the nativity story. Contemplate the simplicity
of Jesus' birth and Mary's role as the Mother of God. Lectio Divina Exercise: Immerse yourself in the
passage. What emotions and insights arise as you contemplate the birth of Jesus? Meditation Prayer:
"Jesus, born of Mary, grant me the grace to recognize Your presence in the ordinary moments of life."

Hour 5: Presentation of Jesus in the Temple

Scripture Reading: Luke 2:22-38; Catholic Reflection: Reflect on the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple.
Contemplate Simeon's prophetic words to Mary. Lectio Divina Exercise: Engage with Simeon's words. What
do they reveal about the role of Mary in God's plan? Meditation Prayer: "Lord, like Simeon, may |
recognize the profound significance of Your presence in my life. Help me to offer myself wholly to You."

Hour 6: Flight to Egypt and Return to Nazareth

Scripture Reading: Matthew 2:13-23; Catholic Reflection: Contemplate the hardships faced by the Holy
Family in their flight to Egypt. Reflect on Mary's trust in God's providence. Lectio Divina Exercise: Read and
meditate on the passage. What lessons can you learn from Mary's resilience and trust in challenging times?
Meditation Prayer: "Mary, model of trust, guide me in times of difficulty. Help me to rely on God's
providence with unwavering faith."

Hour 7: Mary at the Wedding in Cana

Scripture Reading: John 2:1-11; Catholic Reflection: Reflect on Mary's intercession at the wedding in Cana.
Consider her directive to "do whatever He tells you." Lectio Divina Exercise: Engage with the passage.
What insights can you draw from Mary's guidance to the servants? Meditation Prayer: "Lord, like the
servants at Cana, may | heed Your voice through Mary's guidance. Help me to follow Your commands with
obedience."

Hour 8: Mary at the Foot of the Cross

Scripture Reading: John 19:25-27; Catholic Reflection: Contemplate Mary's presence at the crucifixion.
Reflect on her maternal role in the spiritual life of believers. Lectio Divina Exercise: Read and meditate on
the passage. What does Mary's presence at the foot of the cross teach you about love and sacrifice?
Meditation Prayer: "Mary, Mother of Sorrows, accompany me in my moments of pain. Help me to unite
my suffering with the redemptive suffering of your Son."

Notes: 1. Tailor the experience for the passengers in the car or to pray at home; 2.Read the Scripture
Readings aloud and let the other passengers (not the driver!) close their eyes and picture the scene; 3.
Instruct those in the car on the Reflection exercise, keeping a period of silent reverence; 4. Move to Lectio
Divina and pause; 5. Complete the hour with the Mediation prayer; 6. Invite those in the car to reflect on
the activities and encourage each passenger to journal or sit quietly with their thoughts.
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Retreat Theme ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO t@r

Mary, Mother of God

Vicariate I Ministry Commission
at St. Benedict Abbey Retreat Center, Benet Lake, WI
on January 6th, 9:30am — 2:00pm An Evening of Education and Advocacy

Presenters

SUPPORTING
ASYLUM SEEKERS IN

OUR COMMUNITY

Fr. Daniel Br. Matthew Monday’ Jan uary 22,7 - 8:30 p.m.
Holy Family Parish, 2515 Palatine Road, Inverness

Call and reserve your spot today! Hosted by WELCOME THE STRANGER Ministry
262-396-4311, ext. 104 A Viator House of Hospitality Presentation

Registration ends 48 hours before each retreat.

Fee $10 per person, lunch included Register: bit.ly/AsyupdJan24

Lake County Right to Life Presents

SEX TRAFFICKING

AND IT'S TIES TO ABORTION AND MORE

With Elizabeth Yore

January 13, 2024
9:30 AM to 12:00 PM

ST. BEDE SCHOOL

36399 N. Wilson Rd. Ingleside, IL 60041 - 847-587-5541- www.stbedeschool.com

NATIONAL BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE @

FUND THE FALCONS: SAVE ST. BEDE SCHOOL

On December 13, we were informed that in order to keep St. Bede School open, we must raise
$400,000 by January 26, 2024.

Elizabeth Yore is an Attorney and
International Child Rights
Advocate. She was the General
Counsel of the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children
and the lllinois Department of
Children and Family Services. She
is a well-known and recognized
authority not only on sex-
trafficking and child exploitation
but its ties to pornography as well
as other issues. She received her
B.A. from Georgetown University
and her J.D. from Loyola University
Law School in Chicago. Elizabeth is
married and lives in Lake Forest.

We were founded in 1958 and for 65 years the school has been an anchor of education and faith
formation. Although we are faced with what seems to be a mighty challenge, we are a strong
faith-filled community who are ready to do all that we can to meet this challenge. St. Bede School is
home. We are family. We are a community. We are followers of Jesus Christ. As Isaiah 60:22 NLT,
states, “The smallest family will become a thousand people, and the tiniest group will

become a mighty nation.”

WE MAY BE SMALL, BUT WE ARE MIGHTY!
At this time, we are asking you to help us save our school by donating to our fundraiser. There are
four main ways to get information/donate:

¢ GoFundMe - https://gofund.me/0eb262b2

+ Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/SchoolStBede

+ School Website - https://www.stbedeschool.com

No Charge + St. Bede Strong Website - www.stbedestrong.com

Cook Library RSVP to Bonnie

413 Milwaukee Ave. (847) 644-8456
Li bertyvillel IL or Lake Co. Right to Life View our school video and see why we all LOVE St. Bede! https://youtu.be/gkC2C28cDGE

(847) 223-7022

Rt jlienorg] THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!
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