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Dear St. Raphael Parishioners, 
 

 The winter weeks of the Church Year:   The Christmas season ended more 
abruptly than usual this year, as did Advent.  Usually, the Sunday aŌer Epiphany is the 
Feast of the Lord’s BapƟsm, but this year that feast was relegated to a Monday.  A similar 
quirk of the calendar reduced the Fourth Week of Advent to less than one full day in 
December.  Lent comes early this year, almost as early as the Church year allows.  This 
means we will only have about five weeks of “ordinary” church Ɵme before Ash 
Wednesday arrives Feb. 14. 

 
 These weeks of ordinary Ɵme feature green vestments, and generally have gospel readings from 
the public ministry of Jesus; especially his parables and miracles.  The Lent and Easter seasons interrupt 
these weeks in the SpringƟme.  The green vestments will return aŌer Pentecost, and remain through the 
Summer and Autumn. 
 
 In the coming weeks, the gospels will describe Jesus calling his first disciples, and starƟng his public 
ministry.  In keeping with these early weeks of 2024, we may consider it a season for new beginnings.  The 
public life of Jesus was truly something new.  These events had never been seen before in history, and will 
not likely be seen again before Christ’s second coming.  Jesus began his public life quietly, recruiƟng 
fishermen at the rural edges of the Holy Land.  Who would have thought Jesus was beginning to change the 
world?  As we pass through the cold days of Winter, we can remind ourselves that the new life of Spring 
cannot be rushed.  The only way to get there is by paƟently persevering in our faith. 
 
 Church Windows:  Some of you have been around since the start of St. Raphael Church, and know 
that many people made donaƟons for the beauƟful windows and other works of church art.  In the past 
week, we completed two more of the stained glass windows in the north stairwell.  I call your aƩenƟon to 
them because you might not noƟce unless you are walking upstairs to the choir loŌ.  The windows show 
Jesus demonstraƟng forgiveness of sinners and care for the dying, illustraƟng the sacraments of 
ReconciliaƟon and AnoinƟng of the sick.  As with most of our windows, they have been re-purposed from 
older panes taken from Chicago churches.  Any broken secƟons were replaced to match the original 
stained glass.  We are very thankful to have these beauƟful works of art in St. Raphael church.  One 
window was  funded by a donaƟon from Tom and Lucille Tomasello.  We sƟll have a few remaining 
windows in progress, including St. John of God and St. Peter Canisius for the front facade.  These windows, 
in honor of the churches that provided our facade and sanctuary, have been funded by a donaƟon from   
(+)Karl and Tina Grubert. 
 
 Bible Study resumes:  Adult Bible study will start again this week, Tuesday evening or Wednesday 
morning.  We will pick up where we leŌ off in Second Corinthians. 
 
God bless, 

 

Fr. MaƩhew 
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National	March	for	Life	January	17-19,	2024	

	

Every year, tens of thousands of pro-lifers converge on the NaƟonal Mall and march on 
Capitol Hill on the anniversary of the Supreme Court’s 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling which le-
galized aborƟon in all 50 states. It’s the largest annual human rights demonstraƟon in the 
world. We celebrate each and every life, from the moment of concepƟon. We envision a 
world where every life is celebrated, valued, and protected. 
INFO@MARCHFORLIFE.ORG; General Inquiries—Ben Kelley 202-234-3300×101. 

	

Illinois	March	for	Life,	April	17,	2024	
Springfield, IL; Register Today! March for Life.org/Illinois/ 
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St. Raphael The Archangel  
Mass Schedule and Times 

 

Weekday:   8:30 am (Monday-Saturday am)    
Saturday: 4:00 pm 
Sunday:   9:00 am and 11:00 am 
 

St. Raphael the Archangel Office Hours 
The Church Office is open Monday - Thursday from 
9:00 am unƟl 4:00 pm and closed on Fridays. 

 

Confession 
Saturday aŌernoons from 3-3:40 pm. 

 

BapƟsm:  Registered parishioners should contact 
the parish office at 847-395-3474. 

 

Marriage PreparaƟon:  Registered and supporƟng 
members should call the office. A date should not 
be set unƟl consulƟng the pastor. 

St.	Raphael	the	Archangel		
Religious	Education	Calendar	

	

Wednesday Classes, January 17, 24, 31  
at Milburn School, 6:30-7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, January 31 at Milburn School, 6:30-
7:30 pm ReconciliaƟon Retreat for 2nd Grade  
 

Saturday, February 3 at St. Raphael Church 
10:00 am First ReconciliaƟon for 2nd Grade  
 

For more informaƟon about our Religious Educa-
Ɵon Program, please contact:  

AnneƩe Wynn, Coordinator, at Religiouseduca-
Ɵon@straphaelcatholic.org 

Altar	and	Rosary	Sodality	
	

The Altar and Rosary Sodality had a busy 2023 helping others through the Angel Tree, food 
drive, diaper drive, bedding drive and school supply drive. We learned more about our faith 
through three church-wide movie nights and a trip to the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
Our annual Mass of Remembrance was especially important this year as we lost several ARS 
members. We’ve made new or better friendships while working on our Cookie Walk 

fundraiser and the church rummage sale. Enjoyable times were enjoyed together at dinners out, our 
Christmas social, the Book Club, and a trip to the Botanic Gardens. ARS sponsored the church picnic pony 
rides and our members helped our parish in various ways to include care of church flowers, altar linens, 
the St. Patrick’s Day dinner, and set up of the church library. 
 

We'd love to have you join us for any one of the ARS activities of your choice in 2024. Our next meeting 
will be on Monday, January 22 at 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall. The Book Club will be meeting on Thursday, 
January 18 at 6 pm to discuss A Martyr's Crown by Joyce Coronel. 
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The Knights of Columbus is the world’s largest Catholic fraternal service 
organizaƟon. Its mission is to support the Church, programs of evangelizaƟon and 
Catholic educaƟon, civic involvement and to give aid to those in need. All the good 
works the Knights do are based on four core principles:  

• Charity: Our mission and faith compel us to acƟon; 
•  Unity: We know that together we can accomplish far more than any of us could individually;  
• Fraternity: In the Knights of Columbus, we watch out for and take care of one another;  
• PatrioƟsm: Whatever our backgrounds, we are all Americans. We are proud of our devoƟon to God 

and country, and believe in standing up for both. 
 

All men of the Parish 18 years of age and older are invited to join us.  



Family	Faith	Formation	Group:		January	and	February	Events	
	

Blanket Drive* to Support The Penny’s Purpose (Antioch, IL) before and after each Mass 
at St. Raphael the Archangel Church on the following weekends: 
 

January 13th & 14th 
January 20th & 21st  
January 27th & 28th 

 

*Donations of clean and gently used blankets OR Fleece fabric (2 yds pattern and 2 yards 
solid complimentary solid color = 4 yards total) would be appreciated.  As the blankets may 
be given to comfort adults or children, there are a variety of suggested themes for 
patterned fleece, including sports teams, patriotic, camping, fishing, butterflies, flowers, 
animals to name a few. For more requested themes, email Donna at 
FamilyFaithFormationGroup@gmail.com. 
 

Coming up in February 2024:   We will have a NO-SEW Blanket Making Party for The 
Penny’s Purpose with donated fleece…More details to come! 
 

Volunteering for the blanket drive and blanket making are great opportunities to earn service hours and 
will make a difference to those who could use a little extra comfort during trying times.   
 

[Please note that the Family Faith Formation Group does not host child “drop off” events as the intention 
is to provide opportunities for families to get to know each other in our parish while growing in our faith 
together through service and fellowship.] 
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Family	Faith	Formation	Bowling	Event	on	1/7/24	



Events	for	the	Week	of	January	14,	2024 
Sunday 

January 14 

Monday 
January 

15 

Tuesday 
January 16 

Wednesday 
January 17 

Thurs 
Jan 18 

Friday 
Jan 19 

Saturday 
Jan 20 

Sunday 
Jan 21 

9 am Mass 
 

10 am Choir pracƟce 
 

10 am Rosary 
 

11 am Mass 
 

Noon-Choir pracƟce 
 

Family Faith For-
maƟon Blanket 
Drive aŌer Masses 

8:30 am 
Mass 
 

8:30 am Mass 
 

7 pm Bible 
Study 

8:30 am Mass 
 

9:30 am Bible 
Study 
 

6:30 pm 
Religious Ed Class 
Milburn School 

8:30 am 
Mass 
 

6-8 pm ARS 
Book Club 
Mtg 
 

6:30 pm 
OCIA 

8:30 am 
Mass 

8:30 am 
Mass 
 

3-3:40 pm 
Confession 
 

4 pm Mass 
 

9 am Mass 
 

10am Choir 
pracƟce 
 

10 am Rosary 
 

11 am Mass 
 

Noon Choir 
pracƟce 
 

Family Faith 
FormaƟon Blan-
ket Drive aŌer 
Masses 

Please submit any arƟcles, events or acƟviƟes that you would like included in the bulleƟn, no later than 12 noon on Wednesday, ten days prior to publicaƟon. 
Early Publisher deadlines require earlier submissions. All arƟcles are subject to approval. 

 

Sunday	Morning	Rosary		at	St.	Raphael	the	Archangel 
Join in praying the Rosary on Sunday mornings immediately aŌer the 9:00 am Mass, (approximately at 
10:05 am) as we ask for God's mercy through the intercession of His Blessed Mother. The Rosary is one of 
the treasures of our faith through which we ask for the mercy and help of God. 

Worship	&	Spiritual	Life	Schedule	
Mass	Times	for	January	20	–21,	2024	

Mass Times 4:00 pm 
Saturday 

9:00 am 
Sunday 

11:00 am  
Sunday 

Clergy Fr. MaƩhew Kowalski Fr. MaƩhew Kowalski 
Dcn. John Haderlein 

Fr. MaƩhew Kowalski 
Dcn. Bob Ochsner 

Lector Gary Hughes MaƩhew Jerina Ann Hitschel 

Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy 

Communion 
Brian Bulicek Norma Lucansky Bill Booker 

Altar Servers 3 Open 
K. Anen 
L. Anen 

O. Fillipp 

E. Herrera 
M. Muzones 

1 Open 

Ushers 4 Open 

Peter Dadivas 
Tom Hagerty 
Tom Heinrich 
Fritz Meyers 

Rich Josten 
Nate SimuƟs 

2 Open 

Fellowship Open Ed Conarchy Open 



Please pray for those in our parish and community who are sick: 

 

St.	Raphael	the	Archangel	Serving	in	the	Armed	Forces		
 

The names of acƟve duty military personnel from the St. Raphael community are listed below. We keep 
them in our thoughts and prayers as they protect our country and freedom. Please noƟfy the parish office 
if you would like to add someone to the list or if your service person is no longer acƟve in the military. 
 

Captain Nicholas A. DeSilvia, U. S. Air Force  
1 LT Mary Claire Lindroth, U.S. Army 
SFC Robert L. Ochsner III, U.S. Army 

1 LT Sarah Ochsner, U.S. Army 

Clarence Frounfelker 
Wayne Francke  
Bill Hutchings 

Tom Tomasello, Jr. 

Belen Kling 
Fr. Art MaƩox  

Frank Wihtelich 
Richard Biel 

Mary Lou Biel 
Residents of Rolling Hills 

Mass	Intentions	

Week of January 14, 2024  Requested by: 

Saturday, Jan 13, 2024 
8:30 am 

 

4:00 pm 
Communion Service 

 

The People of St. Raphael 
 
 

 

Sunday, January 14, 2024 
9:00 am 

 

11:00 am 
† BeƩy Laky 

 

† Ken Clark 
The Laky Family 

 

Chuck & KiƩy Boutell 

Monday, January 15, 2024 8:30 am † Agnes Pavelski Jean Adkins 

Tuesday, January 16, 2024 8:30 am † Evelyn Mehalic MarieƩa Centko 

Wednesday, Jan 17, 2024 8:30 am † Emil Mandel  

Thursday, Jan 18, 2024 8:30 am † Franklin Link Kimberly Geddes 

Friday, January 19, 2024 8:30 am The Salisbury & Sexton 
Families Regina Penny & Family 

Saturday, Jan 20, 2024 
8:30 am 

 

4:00 pm 
† Morgan Gallagher 

 

The People of St. Raphael 
Laura Carani 

 

 

Sunday, January 21, 2024 
9:00 am 

 

11:00 am 
Walter Lucansky 

 

Rozalia & Józef Robak 
Norma Lucansky 

 

The Robak Family 

In Loving Memory of our recently deceased parishioner 
Lizzie Bernhardt (daughter of Randal and Ramona Bernhardt) 

May God’s perpetual light shine upon her. 
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