
PARISH ADDRESS 
          40000 North U.S. Highway 45 
          Old Mill Creek, Illinois 60046-7464 
          phone   847.395.3474       fax 847.395.3552  
          email    rectory@straphaelcatholic.org          
          www.straphaelcatholic.org 

PARISH STAFF 
          Fr. Ma hew Kowalski, Pastor 
          Dr. Gregory K. Webster, Deacon 
          Bob Ochsner, Deacon 
          A orney John Haderlein, Deacon 
          Dr. Mark Mrowiec, Opera ons Director 
          Ms. Anne e Wynn, Coordinator of Religious Ed. 
          Mr. Alex Fries, Music Director 

St.	Raphael	the	Archangel	Catholic	Church	
First	Sunday	of	Lent,	February	18,	2024	

Temptations	of	Christ	
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Dear St. Raphael Parishioners, 
 

 The Forty Days of Lent (plus Six Sundays):  When we hear the number forty 
men oned in the bible, it is safe to consider it a “round number”, that is, an approximate 
number.  In biblical mes, wri en documents were rare.  Ancient cultures were be er at 
memorizing than we are today; they had to be.  The task of memorizing gets a bit easier if 
numbers are rounded off: for example 40 instead of 39 or 42.  Even today we are sa sfied 
with approximate numbers in many  common situa ons.  If you see the price of some 
item is $9.95, we say it costs about ten dollars. 

 
Scripture uses the word forty many mes, o en to describe important events, or a me of great 

change.  Forty years is slightly more than a genera on.  Forty days is a bit more than a month.  Forty years 
usually brings a great change in the world, forty days is the minimum amount of me to no ce a small 
change in ourselves.  No ce that from Ash Wednesday to Holy Saturday is 46 days.  The six Sundays of Lent 
are subtracted because each Sunday is a day of rest, and a reminder of Easter.  But if you are abstaining  
from something in Lent, you should keep it up on the Sundays also.  A er all, if you usually eat your 
favorite food once a week, ea ng it only on Sunday would not really be abstaining at all! 

 
Lent is also a me to think about acts of charity.  Jesus spoke highly about giving alms.  In Luke 

Chapter 11 verse 41, Jesus suggests it may be the best means of seeking forgiveness:  “Give alms, and all 
will be forgiven to you.”  Choose a favorite charity, donate to them the money saved from your small 
sacrifices during Lent. 

 
Faith Enrichment: Lent can also be a me to learn more about your faith; read a book, watch an 

informa ve or inspira onal video.  We have some videos in the parish library, but there is a much larger 
selec on available online.  (I don’t mean to do an adver sement for YouTube here, but most online video – 
good or bad - is found there.)  I have men oned Word on Fire and Ascension Press channels before.  Both 
are recommended and approved for Catholics.  Two channels I have been watching lately are 
“InspiringPhilosophy” and “Counsel of Trent”.  The former is not explicitly Catholic, but offers excellent 
lessons on how to interpret scripture correctly.  The la er features a young Catholic professor named Trent 
Horn who answers common ques ons about the faith.  I cannot guarantee that every video on these two 
channels is official Catholic teaching, but so far I have found them useful and free from errors.  

 
There is much more available, but I suggest parents always review what your children watch online.  

You probably know about the dangers of bad content online: I hope to show there are also good resources 
to be found there. 

 
God’s blessings, 

Fr. Ma hew  
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Family	Faith	Formation	Group	No Sew Blanket Making Party*  
Date:  Sunday, February 25, 2024 

Location:  Fellowship Hall at St. Raphael the Archangel Church 
 

Time:  2 pm to 7pm  Come and Go as it works for you!  We will break at 4pm for Dinner** 
 

**Food will be provided free to all volunteers!-- 
Please RSVP so we can include you in our planning!  Email Donna at 

FamilyFaithFormationGroup@gmail.com.   
*To benefit The Penny’s Purpose (Antioch, IL) 

 
 

Volunteering to make blankets is a great opportunity to work 
together as a community and to earn service hours. Your time 
will make a difference to those who could use a little extra 
comfort during trying times.   
 

[Please note that the Family Faith Formation Group does not 
host child “drop off” events as the intention is to provide 
opportunities for families to get to know each other in our 
parish while growing in our faith together through service and 
fellowship.] 

Divorce:	Dying,	Death	and	Resurrection	
A	Saturday	Series	in	Lent	

	

What does the Catholic Church teach about marriage & divorce?  Are you  feeling broken?   

Is your divorce making you feel s gma zed?  Are you seeking healing? 
What about your children?  How can you heal from your divorce? 

How can you use forgiveness to move on?  How can God help you find new life? 
How does a Catholic annulment work? 

 

Come join Deacon John Haderlein, A orney at Law, for this Lenten series. 

 

Saturdays in Lent through March 23, 2024 at 2:30 p.m. 
Saint Raphael the Archangel Catholic Church 
40000 N. U.S. Hwy. 45, Old Mill Creek, Illinois 60046 
& by Zoom/FaceTime 

 

To register, call: 847-395-3474 or email: rectory@straphaelcatholic.org 

Altar	and	Rosary	Sodality	
	

The next ARS business meeting will be Monday, February 26 at 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall. It 
will be preceded by the Rosary in the sanctuary at 6:30 pm. All women of the parish are 
welcome and there are no dues. It is a great way to connect with other women of the parish. 
Please join us. 

 

The Book Club will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall at 6 pm on Thursday, March 14 to discuss The Blue 
Tattoo: The Story of Olive Oatman by Margot Mifflin. It is a biography of a young girl traveling west with 
her Mormon family in the 1850s. 
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St. Raphael The Archangel  
Mass Schedule and Times 

 

Weekday:   8:30 am (Monday-Saturday am)    
Saturday: 4:00 pm 
Sunday:   9:00 am and 11:00 am 
 

St. Raphael the Archangel Office Hours 
The Church Office is open Monday - Thursday from 
9:00 am un l 4:00 pm and closed on Fridays. 

 

Confession 
Saturday a ernoons from 3-3:40 pm. 

 

Bap sm:  Registered parishioners should contact 
the parish office at 847-395-3474. 

 

Marriage Prepara on:  Registered and suppor ng 
members should call the office. A date should not 
be set un l consul ng the pastor. 

St.	Raphael	the	Archangel		
Religious	Education	Calendar	

	

Wednesday Classes, February 21 and 28 
Classes at Milburn School, 6:30-7:30 pm 
 

Saturday, March 2, Confirma on Retreat 
8th grade students preparing for Confirma on  
St. Raphael Church, 9:30 am 
 

Sunday, March 17 - Family Mass - 4th & 5th 
grade students assis ng - 11:00 am 
 

Wednesday, March 20 - Advent Penance Service 
in the church, no class for 1st grade students 
 

For more informa on about our Religious 
Educa on Program, please contact:  

 

Anne e Wynn, Coordinator, at 
Religiouseduca on@straphaelcatholic.org 

Lenten	Regulations	
un l the Paschal Triduum 

 

Abs nence from meat is to be observed by all 
Catholics 14 years old and older on Ash Wednesday 
and on all Fridays of Lent. Fas ng is to be observed 
on Ash Wednesday and on Good Friday by all 
Catholics who are 18 years of age but not yet 59. 
Those who are bound by this may take only one full 
meal. Two smaller meals are permi ed if necessary 
to maintain strength according to one’s needs, but 
ea ng solid foods between meals is not permi ed. 

 

Sta ons of the Cross 2024 
Every Friday of Lent at 7:00 pm 

 

The Sacrament of Reconcilia on (Confession) 
 Saturday, March 9      3:00 pm  
 Saturday, March 16      3:00 pm  
 Thursday, March 21      Noon – 1:00 pm  
 Saturday, March 23      3:00 pm  
 Monday, March 25      6:00 pm – 8:00 pm* 
.   *With Adora on of The Blessed Sacrament 
 Good Friday, March 29   9:30 - 11:45 am  
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Lenten	Liturgies	
	

Beginning this Lent, we will add a small item to all Liturgies – the Introit, or Entrance Anti-
phon. Of course, the Introit has been part of the Liturgy for centuries, but is not often ob-
served these days. You will not find the Introit as something foreign – we have been observ-
ing the Introits for the 3rd Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) and the 4th Sunday of Lent 
(Laetare Sunday) for several years.  
 

Now that the Communion Antiphon is a regular part of our Liturgies, Lent is a logical time to 
add the Introit. After the pre-Mass welcoming announcement, we will sing the Introit once, followed by the 
usual Processional Hymn. As always, you will find these Introits in the small booklets/worship 
aids, and their numbers will be on the Hymn boards. For a more detailed look at the Introits, please refer to 
this article on the parish website: www.straphaelcatholic.org/introits.  You may also find some copies of this 
article in the Narthex. Please stop by the choir loft if you have any questions! 

 

Thank you! 
Alex Fries, Director of Music 



Please	Make	Your	Gift	to	the	2024	Annual	Catholic	Appeal		
Together	at	the	Table		

	

Our parish is conduc ng our campaign for the Annual Catholic Appeal. Please remember that the Annual 
Catholic Appeal is much different than a one- me special collec on. It is a pledge campaign where you can 

make a gi  payable in installments. The new Annual Catholic Appeal 
theme, “Together at the table,” is an important theme as we 
prayerfully consider our support for the Appeal but also important for 
embracing the life that the Lord wants us to live. Each pledge makes a 
difference! All parish communi es par cipate in the campaign and the 
gi s of many enable our parishes, schools and ministries to deliver 

needed services. Thank you for your prayerful considera on and generous response. To make your gi , 
you can complete the mail-in giving envelope available at church or make a gi  online at 
annualcatholicappeal.com. 

Demonstrate	Love	for	Thy	Neighbor	with	a	QCD	Gift	
 

Jesus told us “whatever you do for the least of my brothers, you do for me.” Every day, we have the 
opportunity to be the face of Jesus to others. 
 

You can help to support our faith community by making a qualified charitable distribu on (“QCD”) gi  
from your individual re rement account to the Annual Catholic Appeal. A QCD gi  (a.k.a. IRA charitable 
rollover) allows individuals age 70½ or older to authorize their IRA administrator to make a direct transfer 
of funds from their IRA to qualified chari es, tax-free. This way of giving does not generate taxable 
income, which may lower your annual income level, and the amount you transfer may count towards your 
required minimum distribu on.  
 

If you would like informa on on how to make a QCD gi  to the Annual Catholic Appeal, please contact 
Marguerite Q. Zappa, Planned Giving Officer, Archdiocese of Chicago at 312.848.3068 or 
mzappa@archchicago.org]. 
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The	Altar	and	Rosary	Sodality	Women's	Group		
Nominated	Katherine	Anen	for	the	Golden	Rose	Award	

 

This award, sponsored by the Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women (ACCW) 
in Vicariate 1, recognizes high school girls’ service at their parish and in their 
community. 
 

Katherine has been a long-time Altar Server, assisted with our Angel Tree 
collection and has helped at our Parish Rummage Sale. Katherine is also active at 
Carmel Catholic High School having one of the leading roles in the Fall Play, as 
well as participating in Winter Track and Indoor Soccer. Bishop Jeffrey Grob 
presented the Golden Rose Award to Katherine at the Chevy Chase Country Club 
in Wheeling, IL on February 3, 2024. 
 

Congratulations Katherine! 



The	Council	of	Catholic	Nurses	of	Lake	County	Annual	Lenten	meeting	

at St. Paul the Apostle Church in Gurnee on Saturday, March 2nd at 9:00 am in the church basement. We 
will start with registra on, a light breakfast, and a Lenten presenta on by Deacon Mike, followed by a 
short business mee ng. A er the mee ng, we are planning to volunteer at "Feed my Starving Children" 
at 742 E Park Ave in Libertyville at 11:30 am to 1:15 pm. All nurses are welcome! Please RSVP to Debbie 
Boucher at (847) 975-7115 or debbieboucher48@gmail.com  

Worship	&	Spiritual	Life	Schedule	
Mass	Times	for	February	24-25,	2024	

Mass Times 4:00 pm 
Saturday 

9:00 am 
Sunday 

11:00 am  
Sunday 

Clergy Fr. Ma hew Kowalski 
Dcn. John Haderlein 

Fr. Ma hew Kowalski 
Dcn. Colin Patrick 

Fr. Ric Halvorson 
Dcn. Colin Patrick 

Lector Open Ma hew Jerina Elizabeth Simu s 

Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy 

Communion 
Garry Ryan Steve Laky Jeanne e Heiney  

Altar Servers M. Dadivas 
2 Open 

K. Anen 
L. Anen 

O. Fillipp 

R. Edran 
E. Herrera 
J. Simu s 

Ushers 

Dan Bulicek 
Joseph Costa 
Tom Hagerty 
Paul Pavelski 

Vicky Cardenas 
Bob Foster 

Tom Heinrich 
Catherine Laky 

Rich Josten 
Mark Mrowiec 
Nate Simu s 
Joel Wendt 

Fellowship Wanda Hagerty Elizabeth Forster Open 

Events	for	the	Week	of	February	18,	2024 
Sunday 
Feb 18 

Monday 
Feb 19 

Tuesday 
Feb 20 

Wednesday 
Feb 21 

Thursday 
Feb 22 

Friday 
Feb 23 

Saturday 
Feb 24 

Sunday 
Feb 25 

Ministry Sign-up 
Event 
 

9 am Mass 
 

10am Choir prac ce 
 

10 am Rosary 
 

11 am Mass 
 

Noon Choir prac ce 
 

 

8:30 am 
Mass 
 

8:30 am 
Mass 
 

7 pm  
Bible Study 

8:30 am  
Mass 
 

9:00 am  
Bible Study 
 

6:30 Rel Ed 
Milburn School 

8:30 am 
Mass 
 

6:30 pm 
OCIA 

8:30 am 
Mass 
 

7:00 pm 
Sta ons of 
the Cross 

8:30 am Mass 
 

2:30-3:30 pm  
Divorce  
Support Series 
 

3-3:40 pm  
Confession 
 

4 pm Mass 
 

9 am Mass 
 

10am Choir prac ce 
 

10 am Rosary 
 

11 am Mass 
 

Noon Choir prac ce 
 

2 pm FFF No-Sew 
Blanket Party  
Fellowship Hall 

Please submit any ar cles, events or ac vi es that you would like included in the bulle n, no later than 12 noon on Wednesday, ten days prior to publica on. Early 
Publisher deadlines require earlier submissions. All ar cles are subject to approval. 

 



Please pray for those in our parish and community who are sick: 

 

St.	Raphael	the	Archangel	Serving	in	the	Armed	Forces		
 

The names of ac ve duty military personnel from the St. Raphael community are listed below. We keep 
them in our thoughts and prayers as they protect our country and freedom. Please no fy the parish office 
if you would like to add someone to the list or if your service person is no longer ac ve in the military. 
 

Captain Nicholas A. DeSilvia, U. S. Air Force  
1 LT Mary Claire Lindroth, U.S. Army 
SFC Robert L. Ochsner III, U.S. Army 

1 LT Sarah Ochsner, U.S. Army 

Jane Conarchy  
Howie Ehrke 

Dcn. Bob Ochsner 
Clarence Frounfelker 

Wayne Francke  

Bill Hutchings 
Tom Tomasello, Jr. 

Belen Kling 
Fr. Art Ma ox  

Frank Wihtelich 

Richard Biel 
Mary Lou Biel 

Residents of Rolling Hills 

Mass	Intentions	

Week of February 18, 2024  Requested by: 

Saturday, Feb 17, 2024 
8:30 am 

 

4:00 pm 
† Vytas Suopys 

 

† Marie Trusky 
Family 

 

Joan Bomkamp 

Sunday, Feb 18, 2024 
9:00 am 

 

11:00 am 
† Jeffrey Hutchings 

 

The People of St. Raphael  
The Hutchings Family 

 

 

Monday, Feb 19, 2024 8:30 am † Isabelle Kowalski Norma & Pat Lucansky 

Tuesday, Feb 20, 2024 8:30 am † Bernade e Halvorson St. Raphael Parish 
Community 

Wednesday, Feb 21, 2024 8:30 am † Br. John Spalding Laura Carani 

Thursday, Feb 22, 2024 8:30 am † Jennifer Krock Rose Karst 

Friday, Feb 23, 2024 
8:30 am 

 
 
 

7:00 pm 

† Rose Guerrero and  
The Penny Family 

 

Sta ons of the Cross 

Regina Penny 
 
 

Saturday, Feb 24, 2024 
8:30 am 

 

4:00 pm 
† Encarnacion Hernando 

 

† Arlene Seigel 
Evelyn Ong 

 

The Seigel Family 

Sunday, Feb 25, 2024 
 

9:00 am 
 

11:00 am 

The People of St. Raphael 
 

† Waleria & Augustyn 
Berdychowski 

 
 

The Robak Family 



40	Days	for	Life	
You’re invited to join other Chris ans for 40 Days for Life – 40 days of prayer and 
fas ng for an end to abor on through Sunday, March 24. You’re also invited to stand 
and peacefully pray during a 40-day vigil in the public right-of-way outside the 
Waukegan Planned Parenthood at 1601 N. Lewis Avenue in Waukegan, and also to 
help spread the word about this important community outreach. If you’d like more 
informa on – and especially if you’d like to volunteer to help, please contact: Leslie at 
(847)951-1064 or hazfam6@com or the website, www.40daysforlife.com/waukegan. 

Catholic Financial Life Chapter 929, St. Raphael, is looking for members of the parish who are also 
members of Catholic Financial Life. Our chapter is reorganizing and would like to hear from those 
interested in a ending or helping out at chapter ac vi es to benefit the parish and our community. We 
are also in need of individuals interested in becoming officers for our chapter. Please contact the parish 
office if you’d like to learn more. For more than 155 years, Catholic Financial Life has been a faith-based 
membership organiza on that puts Catholic values in ac on by: Serving God through serving others; 
providing financial security; and enhancing quality of life. 
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