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Fifth Sunday of Lent March 17,2024 St. Raphael the Archangel
Dear St. Raphael Parishioners,

The Grain of Wheat: Some of the most dramatic words of Jesus, often read at
funerals, are in the gospel for this Sunday. “Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground

Y%

o and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit.” This
‘*:" A image Jesus uses is both an image of the Eucharist and a promise of eternal life.

We can understand these words of Jesus both on a human and divine level.
Parents who see their children grown to adulthood understand the human side of it. The
parents gave years of their own lives, and hopefully see the fruit of their sacrifices in the lives of their adult
children. It may be easy to see this if their children have grown up well and accomplished things that made
their parents proud. The Wisdom books of the Old Testament often speak of this; an upstanding child
brings honor to his or her parents.

However, we know there are families where the parents did their best, but their children turned
out less than ideal. There are families also that were touched by tragedy. Perhaps a child died young, or
has a life-affecting illness. What do the words of Jesus mean in cases like these? This brings forth the
supernatural side of Christ’s words. Jesus had no biological children, but his spiritual children number in
the billions. Jesus did not earn wealth or fame in his own lifetime, but after two thousand years His name
is honored above all others. (Jesus may have been known in Judea during his life, but Judea was only one
small province in the ancient Roman world.)

Jesus himself can be thought of as the grain of wheat he speaks of. It takes many grains of wheat to
make the bread used in the Eucharist. Just as the bread used at Mass comes from many individual grains
of wheat, so the Body of Christ is made up of many individuals who each give of themselves. Whether we
can see it or not, the sacrifices we make add something to the Body of Christ, i.e., God’s people.

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion: Palms will be given out and blessed at Sunday Masses next
weekend. We have ordered a bigger supply this year, but please take only what you can use.

Extra Confession times: As we approach Holy Week, the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be
available at additional times. The next two Saturdays, | will try to start hearing at 2:45 instead of the usual
3 pm. Other times are Thursday, March 21 (noon to 1 pm), and the Monday evening after Palm Sunday,

6 to 8 pm. The morning of Good Friday at 9:30 will be the last opportunity before Easter. Please note Holy
Saturday has a special schedule with no confessions or 4 pm Mass. The full schedule is on page 5.

God bless,
Fr. Matthew
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St. Raphael The Archangel
Mass Schedule and Times

Stations of the Cross 2024
Every Friday of Lent at 7:00 pm

Weekday: 8:30 am (Monday-Saturday am) The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am and 11:00 am Saturday, March 16~ 3:00 pm

Thursday, March 21 Noon —1:00 pm

Saturday, March 23 3:00 pm

Monday, March 25 6:00 pm — 8:00 pm*
*With Adoration of The Blessed Sacrament

Good Friday, March 29 9:30-11:45am

St. Raphael the Archangel Office Hours
The Church Office is open Monday - Thursday from
9:00 am until 4:00 pm and closed on Fridays.

Confession
Saturday afternoons from 3-3:40 pm.

Baptism: Registered parishioners should contact
the parish office at 847-395-3474.

Marriage Preparation: Registered and supporting
members should call the office. A date should not
be set until consulting the pastor.

St. Raphael the Archangel Religious Education Calendar

Sunday, March 17 - Family Mass - 4th & 5th grade students assisting - 11:00 am

Wednesday, March 20 - Lenten Penance Service Grades 2-7 in Church 6:30-7:30 pm;
no class for 1st grade students

Wednesday, March 27 No Class—Spring Break
For more information about our Religious Education Program, please contact:

Annette Wynn, Coordinator, at Religiouseducation@straphaelcatholic.org

Altar and Rosary Sodality

The next ARS business meeting will be Monday, March 25 at 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall. It will
be preceded by the Rosary in the sanctuary at 6:30 pm. All women of the parish are welcome
and there are no dues. It is a great way to connect with other women of the parish. Mark your
calendars and plan to join us.

Our April Book Club will be reading “The Keeper of Lost Things.” Pick up a copy and join us!

Music during Lent

Last weekend, the 4™ Sunday of Lent, we celebrated Laetare Sunday. You may have noticed the music
being slightly more festive, including a postlude, and other instrumental music. Being that the 4" Sunday
is a reprieve from the usual Lenten rigors, the rubrics of the Mass allow for this change in music. Normally,
the (instrumental) music during Lent should only go so far as to “support the singing”, which basically
means: nothing fancy!

As we move to the 5™ Sunday of Lent (historically known as Passion Sunday, now combined with Palm
Sunday), we will start to get a taste of what is to come during Holy Week. A greater amount of music will
be A Capella (with no instrumental accompaniment). This helps us prepare for the time between the
Glorias, during the Triduum, when any instruments go silent.

Alex Fries, Music Director




St. Raphael the Archangel Religious Education Confirmation Retreat 2024




2024 HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Holy Thursday, March 28
8:30 am — Morning Prayer Service
7:00 pm — Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:00 pm to 9:30 pm

Good Friday, March 29
8:30 am — Morning Prayer Service
9:30 - 11:45 am Morning Confession
12:00 Noon — Stations of the Cross
7:00 pm — Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion

Holy Saturday, March 30
8:30 am — Morning Prayer Service
1:00 pm — Blessing of Easter Food

No Confessions
No 4:00 pm Mass
8:00 pm — Easter Vigil Mass

Easter Sunday, March 31
Masses —9:00 am and 11:00 am

St. Raphael the Archangel Catholic Church
40000 North U.S. Highway 45
Old Mill Creek, Illinois 60046
Tel 847.395.3474

www.straphaelcatholic.org




Easter Flowers
Please consider a memorial or honorary donation for flowers to decorate our worship space this Easter.
We will print out the names of your loved ones in the bulletin at Easter and enjoy the décor for several
weeks, as the plants will remain in the church.

The offering for a memorial is $10.00. Please fill out the information below and place it in an envelope
with your offering. Please mail the form or bring it to the Parish Office by March 20.

Orders may also be placed on the parish website: straphaelcatholic.org. Orders must be received by
March 22 for Memorials to be published in the bulletin.

Thank you for your support of St. Raphael the Archangel Parish and for adding to the beauty of our
prayer environment during the Easter Season.

Complete and Return. Please Print Clearly. Thank You!

Ordered by: Amount Enclosed: $

In Memory of:

Ordered by: Amount Enclosed: $

In Memory of:

Ordered by: Amount Enclosed: $

In Memory of:

Ordered by: Amount Enclosed: $

In Memory of:

Ordered by: Amount Enclosed: $

In Memory of:

Ordered by: Amount Enclosed: $

In Memory of:

Ordered by: Amount Enclosed: $

In Memory of:
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FREE Family Event:
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Email: FamilyFaithFormationGroup@gmail.com or aretana@ourladylakesparish.org

Please note that the Family Faith Formation Group does not host child “drop off” events as the intention
is to provide opportunities for families to get to know each other in our parish while growing in our faith
together through service and fellowship.

The Altar and Rosary Sodality Women's Group is sponsoring a viewing of the movie
Cabrini at Antioch Theater on Monday, March 18 at 7 pm. Cost for parishioners is $10
for the movie ticket, popcorn and drink. This is open to everyone in our church. Hope
? to see you there!

\

Do you have a life insurance policy you no longer need? A gift of life insurance is
a powerful and simple way to provide future support for our parish. Here are two
PARISMUPPURT ways to give a gift of life insurance to St. Raphael the Archangel Catholic Church.

Name our parish as a beneficiary of the policy. Simply update your beneficiary designation form with your
policy holder and list the primary or contingent beneficiary as: St. Raphael the Archangel Catholic Church,
The Catholic Bishop of Chicago, a Corporation Sole.
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Make an outright gift of an existing policy. You can irrevocably name our parish as owner and beneficiary
of a policy with accumulated cash value that you and your family no longer need. You qualify for a federal
income tax charitable deduction when you itemize on your taxes. Also, if you continue to pay premiums
on the policy, each payment is tax deductible as a charitable gift, if you itemize.

For more information on making a gift of life insurance to our parish, we recommend you consult with
your financial planner, attorney or insurance representative. For more information please contact
Marguerite Q. Zappa, Planned Giving Officer, Archdiocese of Chicago at 312.848.3068 or
mzappa@archchicago.org with any additional questions].



Worship & Spiritual Life Schedule
Mass Times for Palm Sunday, March 23-24,2024

4:00 pm 9:00 am 11:00 am
Saturday Sunday Sunday

1 Fr. Matthew Kowalski Fr. Matthew Kowalski Fr. Ric Halvorson
gy Dcn. John Haderlein Dcn. Colin Patrick Dcn. Colin Patrick

Garry Ryan John Boldt Jeannette Heiney

Mass Times

Extraordinary

Ministers of Holy Donna Pavelski Gidget Leable Melissa Tebben
Communion
- E. Marry G. Muzones
Altar Servers M.zlié)ad;\r/]as B. Pumala M. Muzones
- P A. Rayes J. Simutis
Dan Bulicek Angie Badame Rich Josten
Peter Dadivas Vicky Cardenas Mark Mrowiec
Paul Pavelski Tom Hagerty Nate Simutis
1 Open Fritz Meyers 1 Open
m 1 Open Wanda Hagerty 1 Open

Events for the Week of March 17, 2024

Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
March 17 Mar 18 March 19 March 20 March 21 March 22 March 23 March 24
9 am Mass 8:30am 8:30am 8:30 am 8:30 am 8:30 am 8:30 am Mass 9 am Mass
10am Choir practice rass il ks il rass 3-3:40 pm 10am Choir practice
10 am Rosary No Bible  No Bible 12-1 pm‘ 7 pm Confession 10 am Rosary
Study Study Confession Stations of 4 om Mass
11 am Family Mass the Cross P 11 am Mass
6:30 pm 7:00 pm

Noon Choir practice Rel Ed — OCIA Noon Choir practice
2-4 pm Church Gr 2-8

FFF St. Bede Gym

Please submit any articles, events or activities that you would like included in the bulletin, no:later than 12 noon on Wednesday, ten days prior to publication. Early
Publisher deadlines require earlier.submissions. All articles are subject to approval.

Holy Week Silent Preached Retreat: Hope in the Footsteps of the Redeemer
March 25 - 30, 2024 at the Redemptorist Retreat Center in Oconomowoc, Wisconsin

Daily Mass; Spiritual Conferences / Reflections; Good Friday Liturgy and Way of the Cross;

w Individual Confession; Time for private prayer and reflection.
o

(=%

&
» /D ‘_Cost: $455 includes room, board and materials. Information and Registration at
") 262-567-6900 or by email to rrc@redemptoristretreat.org; or register online at:
M www.redemptoristretreat.org




Mass Intentions

Week of March 17, 2024 Requested by:
8:30 am t Alden Arul Rajan The Arul Rajan Family
Saturday, March 16, 2024
4:00 pm t Jennifer Ryan Garry & Gail Ryan
9:00 am The People of St. Raphael
Sunday, March 17, 2024
11:00 am t Julius & Dorothy Lehrer The Robak Family
Monday, March 18, 2024 8:30 am t Mary Whiting Jean Adkins
Tuesday, March 19, 2024 8:30 am Betty & her son Donna Marie Wilson
Wed, March 20, 2024 8:30 am t Ben Spalding Laura Carani
Thursday, March 21, 2024 8:30 am T Patricia Maravola Marietta Centko
8:30 am t The Salisbu.r.y & Sexton Regina Penny
Friday, March 22, 2024 Families
7:00 pm Stations of The Cross
8:30 am t Sr. Laverne Ramaeker Irus and Bill Hutching
Saturday, March 23, 2024
4:00 pm The People of St. Raphael
Palm Sunday, 9:00 am t Julius & Dorothy Olsovzky Steven & Catherine Laky
March 24, 2024 11:00 am t Tanya Dornik and The Mary Dornik Family

t Joseph & lvana Leskovec

Please pray for those in our parish and community who are sick:

Patrick Lucansky Wayne Francke Frank Wihtelich
Jane Conarchy Bill Hutchings Richard Biel
Howie Ehrke Tom Tomasello, Jr. Mary Lou Biel
Dcn. Bob Ochsner Belen Kling Residents of Rolling Hills
Clarence Frounfelker Fr. Art Mattox

St. Raphael the Archangel Serving in the Armed Forces

The names of active duty military personnel from the St. Raphael community are listed below. We keep
them in our thoughts and prayers as they protect our country and freedom. Please notify the parish office
if you would like to add someone to the list or if your service person is no longer active in the military.

Captain Nicholas A. DeSilvia, U. S. Air Force
1 LT Mary Claire Lindroth, U.S. Army
SFC Robert L. Ochsner lll, U.S. Army

1 LT Sarah Ochsner, U.S. Army
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St. Raphael the Archangel Catholic Church

Saturday / Sunday Collections Building Fund

Over / (Under)
Sunday Donations Budget Budget Donations
Nov 05 $6,640.00 $5,575.00 $1,065.00 $935.00
Nov 12 $5,214.00 $5,575.00 -$361.00 $713.00
Nov 19 $5,250.00 $5,575.00 -$325.00 $853.00
Nov 26 $6,380.00 $5,575.00 $805.00 $3,439.00
Nov $23,484.00 $22,300.00 $1,184.00 $5,940.00
Dec 03 $7,144.00 $6,140.00 $1,004.00 $993.00
Dec 10 $5,739.00 $6,140.00 -$401.00 $457.00
Dec 17 $5,917.00 $6,140.00 -$223.00 $2,212.80
Dec 24 $5,533.00 $6,140.00 -$607.00 $3,414.20
Dec 31 $6,361.00 $6,140.00 $221.00 $931.00
Dec $30,694.00 $30,700.00 -56.00 $8,008.00

Christmas $35,034.01 $18,000.00 $17,034.01

Thank you for your generosity!

ST. BEDE SCHOOL
36399 N. Wilson Rd, Ingleside, IL 60041
www.stbedeschool.com

Saturday with
the Saints

RAISE SOME

Help supPO'f us/

At St. Benedict Abbey Retreat Center, Benet Lake, WI
On Saturday, March 23",
from 10:00am — 2:00pm
Presented by Bro. Matthew

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu
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Now Enrolling For the
2024/2025 School Year
Preschool ~ 8th Grade

multiplied by the doz

Students got to hold on
washed their hands!)

For more information

Call St. Bede Catholic School
at 847-587-5541
or email mtellez@stbedeschool.com

[ =]
i
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Registration closes 48hrs before the retreat
Call and reserve your spot today!
262-396-4311, ext. 104
$10.00 per person, lunch included
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