IN THE BEGINNING...

Bishop Matthew Harkins

Providence College and St. Pius Church were, from the start, joined in the mind of
Bishop Matthew Harkins, D.D., Bishop of Providence. After thirty years as shepherd
of the diocese of Providence, he believed the time was right to turn his attention to this
undertaking. He foresaw the greatest project of his episcopacy to be a seat of learning
and a parish for preaching.

In 1913 the Diocese of Providence bought 17 acres in the Elmhurst section, a large
enough area for ten buildings. The initial fundraising was led by Bishop Harkins
himself and over $300,000 was raised from parishes throughout the state, enough for
the first classroom building and dormitories. With other large donations following

from prominent laypeople and from the Bishop himself, the college could start life debt-free in its first year of

operations.

Rev. Raymond Meagher, O.P.
Provincial
Province of St. Joseph

In March 1918
Bishop Harkins asked
the Dominicans at
Providence College to
care for the religious

needs of the people living

in the college area. By
April 3%, Fr. Meagher
wrote to Fr. McNichols
in Rome to inform him
the Provincial Council
had voted unanimously

to accept Bishop Harkins’

invitation to found Saint
Pius Parish.

The Providence Sunday
Tribune article from
April 14, 1918, describes

In 1916, construction of the college began. Bishop Harkins invited the Very Rev.
Raymond Meagher, O.P., Provincial of the Province of St. Joseph, to send his friars to
what was to be Providence College. Their mission was to teach and to preach. The
preaching would benefit a new parish to be carved out of three existing parishes in the
northwest area of the city: St. Patrick’s, Blessed Sacrament, and St. Edward’s. Father
Meagher agreed and construction continued.

The college was originally scheduled to open in September of 1917. However, as the
nation entered the Great War in April 1917, young men were now in training camps
and off to fight in the war. Thus registrations were limited. In September 1918, the
Corporation of Providence College voted unanimously in support of the war effort “to
adjourn indefinitely the opening of the college” With the signing of the Armistice of
November 11, 1918, the opening was set for September 1919.

While Providence College is ready to receive the furnishings
that are requiszite for the full operation of that institution om
Smith's Hill, the corporation, through the Treasurer, Rev. Albert
Casey, 0.P., announcea that the Commencement has been postponed
until next ﬁeptemher,

Late in August, 1918 the college was brought to the present
condition, and it was anticipated that it would be formslly open-
ed in September.
Bishop Shahan, rector of the Catholie University at Washingtom,
D.C., was to have delivered the dedicatory address, the blshops
of Hartford, Springfield and Fall River and the priests of this
diocese were to have attended, and Bishop Harkins was to have
blessed the building.

This was to have been on S¥nday, Sept 1 and on the following
Monday end Tuesday emtrance examinations were to have been made
and students reglstered for the academiec year.

Before this programme could be fully arranged came the inter-
vention of the war., Therefore, Providence Coliege was not open=-
ed, and it will not be until, as already stated, it is fully
equipped to receive and register students next September for the
full academic course,

Providence Sunday Journal, March 9, 1919

Every arrengement had been made for this fumetionm.




a rumor of an impending “Dominican Hill” It also related that the
Dominicans would take charge of this new parish, but give up their parish
of St. Raymond’s on North Main Street. Older parishioners may recall that
St. Raymond’s continued as a Dominican parish until 1987 when it became

a diocesan church.

Dennis Albert Casey, O.P
1918 - 1921
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Photo of Harkins Hall from 1921

On May 31, 1918, an Apostolic Beneplacitum was
requested from the Holy See for the establishment
of the new parish of St. Pius. This was granted on
June 3, 1918. In a letter dated October 16", Father
Albert Casey, O.P, was appointed first pastor by
Bishop Harkins. Father Casey was the President of
Providence College and would keep both positions.
His assignment as pastor of St. Pius became
effective on Saturday, October 19, 1918. The

Dominican community
converted one of the
college’s lecture rooms
into a chapel. The first
Mass was offered there

for the new parish on
October 27, 1918. Three
days later, Charles Norton
Redihan, son of John and
Bridget Norton Redihan,
became the first baby to
be baptized at St. Pius. The
record of that first baptism
can be seen below. A story
is told that this baptism
was delayed because the
container of baptismal
water sent from St.
Raymond’s broke when its
courier got to the Harkins

NEW PARISH MAY
SOON BE
FOUNDED

Dominiean Fathers, It 1s Sald,

Will Hove to Elmhurst.

A new Catholle parlsh 1o to be formed
In the Elmhuret section of the clty within
the next few months, according to o
poralatent rumor In Catholle cireles. It

would be made up of parta of Bt. Pat-
rick’s parish, 8t. Thomas's parieh, Mon-
ton, and 8t. Laurence parish, North Prov)-
dence.

According to the story the Domipbeoan
fathera would be-placed In charge of tha
new parish. They would alse give up
thelr pregent church, 8t. Raymond's on'
North Maln streel. which . would then ba
placed In charge of the secular clerzy.

It s aald that the church for the new
parish would ba erected on Eaton atract,
almost adjourning the convent which 4o
now In process of erection In that ‘wi-
elnity—a distrlct which ia fast betcdoming

known as Dominlcan hill. The Dobini

can fathers will be in charge of this gol-
lage, and, according to the plans sald to
be In the making, they would uwae the
chapel of the eollege for parish purposes
4untll the church had been bulit.

8t. Patrick's parish now inoludes all
that dlstrict on the north slde of the
elty betwesan Norih Maln street and the
North Providence city line, just the other
aide of the academy of the Bacred Heart,
betier known as Elmhurst. 8t. Thomas
takes In the Manton section of thies city
and the Lymansville section of North
Providence while Bt. T.surencs parish in-
cludes Frult HIll, Centradala, Allendais
and Oreystone. Tt la sald that when the

new parish lo formed Bt Patrlek's whl’

glve up that sectlon around Eimhuraf,
8t. Thomas's parish that portlen of It
which e tn North FProvidenes and that
Frult Hill would be taken from the Juris-
dietion of 8t. Laurence parish,

Hall chapel. He had to go
back to St. Raymond’s to get
more baptismal water!

Two weeks later more
happy news arrived as the
Armistice of November 11"
was announced, ending the
First World War. The parish
had much to celebrate.

The area circled on this photo
shows where the chapel was

Sunday Tribune 4/14/1918
Bupintsm b Eegesa /.~ ~. !
———
':’_: | mf_"' - “AP‘.I'I;T;;-.-_‘__'_-‘_"_ rro}
e 5 —
g [ | T i bl r.,.uf.._.j:,?‘..., i
d -"f"i" fun wtesme £ e, el
- I.:: absaenil T il e A
o bk i e, g0 als ol
« —Hoigetion FecTon i

4k /—bu(....,..;. e r}
Pl fovsan s aalls .-j-_,_g,g’.. g

Aiaena A5 L

AT ({;,-J.,_ o

A T

[ ——




located. The chapel in Harkins Hall continued to serve as
the parish church for a decade. =

In March 1919 the first celebration of the sacrament of - ._.-‘:
marriage took place in this new parish when William J.
Furly married Winifred Burke.

The photo to the right, from 1919, shows the first St. Pius
Choir, directed by William Harrington (front left), outside
Harkins Hall.

In 1921, St. Pius parish held its first confirmation class. HARKINS HALL CROWDED
Providence College students who were studying for the priesthood taught Communicants at St. Pius Church

the confirmation candidates. Bid Farewall to Their First
Pastor at Exercises Held

. In His Honaor

1921 was also the year that Fr. Casey had to step down because of ill RIS P R I R Tl

health. Fr. Casey was feted by the parish, which had grown to love its first the assembly hall ol Providence Callege last
pastor. On this occasion, he was presented with a watch on which was Nite 1 Inicl Dusanart. G, Many: Wt ;. Ly

- O who is leaving Uhe oblive of FPresident
inscribed: “To Our First Pastor, Rev. Albert Casey;, of that institution because of ill health

Al Lhe same time they presented him with
O.P, A Token of Love and Esteem from the People | [ i e \uicn und tob and & purse of gold

of St. Pius Parish, Providence, R.1., Sept. 26, 1921. as testimonials of (heir appreciation of his
wirk ax hesd of the parish.

Hackiies Hall was lilled with tlw well-
Fr. William Dominic Noon, O.P. took over as both | wishers ot l:Ih'-‘ *:Ilm"- "J}UW‘W when ‘"-'d-
. . unawaore of the gathering in his honor, entere
President of the college and Pastor of the parish. $hi kmaikly Sall, M camateal frowemrie
preceded the presentation. loseph Farley
sang several solos, accompanied by Willinm
In 1923, Fr. Bernard Kenney started a BOY Scout Haerington, e vsganist at the chusch,

Troop at St. Pius. Scouting had come to Rhode DR N T h et D e
exercives and intcoduced Jumes Cuorcan,

William Dominic Noon, O.P

1921 - 1926 Island in 1910 and Fr. Kenney saw the value of who made the presentation on behall

: : : of Lhe parishioners, saying that there

this program for boys in the parish. When the TR A T Tl s Sy

Rhode Island Scouts joined with Boy Scouts of America in 1935, Father Casey was leaving the parish, but that
Kenney asked to be Troop 35 but that number was taken. He settled for ot bl oo o
transposing the numbers and the St. Pius troop became Troop 53. Troop presenting the walch Lo Fr. Cusey Mr

. . . . . Curran expressed Lthe Aoy that when
53 continues to be involved in the parish and the community today. Father | yue priese Nt s ,;m“r al:the Wit

Kenny remained active in Boy Scouting for many years. FUR MM - ERt A SUSE She, et o
St ius parish and the many parizshioners who

FIERY CROSSES ARE LIGRTED

September 26, 1921

BY CELEBRATING KLANSMEN | e e cmcime o

for Catholics in Rhode Island. On

Erected in° East Providence, Norwood, Neutacon- N?Vember 7 1924j the Evening
kanut Hill and at East GI‘EE“WiGh. — PDHC& Tribune ran an article about the
Get Some Auto Numbers Klu Klux Klan lighting crosses

throughout the state in celebration

The Ku Klux Klan of * Ithode Island _The cross ecected and burned on Prov- .
last nlght colebrated the polltical vies idence College campus waa anly. five or of election results. Some were
tory, won with fts Tielp, on Tuesday, by  OIX feet high bul was the etcond one even lit on the Providence College
selllng fire 1o crossce crected on several to be. burned there by-the members of .
hiils throughout many parta of the State.  the night shirt brignde within ths paet campus. This was the second cross
on Fort B i Esst Providence within 10 daye. The men who erected {t cams be b d by th

ight of tha spol where Roger Wililams 1':.!!‘: n_»ulmnnt_!::,a wore no repulia to be burned on campus yt e

irst land after crossing the Scekonk 8 £00T R4 torch was applled . . . .
';s:c;::nc:t :nllmaua thuftr: on Neuta. 9% the scene . thelr maghine heading Night Shirt Brigade in ten days.

sonkanut hill In the western seclion of :T:';"m the dosn® town-weotlon of - the
{hls elty: on the Pravidence college e .t

. s Profeseors of the oollere whe mere 4o
campus off Smith etreel; in the Norwood, ~oot N L]
#rcilan af Warsisl and. in ast Green- t'ml:-‘.r .m,{,,ﬂi?ﬁ:l?. .'ﬂ",l',:n cm“ Ve,




IN SEARCH OF A NEW HOME...

By 1926 the parish had become large enough
for a full-time pastor. Fr. George Innocent
Smith, O.P, served both Providence College
and the parish as its temporary pastor until
the first full-time pastor, Fr. William A.
Sullivan, O.P,, was appointed in November
1926. Fr. Sullivan immediately began
planning to build a parish church. On
September 7, 1927, the parish purchased a
piece of land from the diocese. A letter from
the time shows that this land, formerly part
of the Hogan farm, was the first choice of
the pastor and provincial. However, Bishop
William A. Hickey, representing the Diocese
of Providence as the owner of the land,

was reluctant to part with it. Eaton Street,
Roslyn Avenue, Fairoaks Street, and Elmhurst
Avenue formed the land’s boundary. Bishop
Hickey permitted Fr. Sullivan to announce
the purchase of the land to the parish on
Sunday, September 11*. Parishioners would
have preferred a grand church, but in discussions with the pastor and
Bishop Hickey, the decision for a church-school combination would
make more sense in those economically hard times.

George Innocent Smith, O.P
Temporary Pastor 1926

William Augustine Sullivan, O.P
1926 - 1929

In June 1928 a construction contract was awarded, and John Hogan—
no relation to the land’s original owners—was named architect. St. Pius’
planned building would be used as a church, school, and residence for
religious who would teach there. It would be designed in the Tudor
revival style of Harkins Hall featuring brick and limestone and gothic
entrances. This building would serve as the parish church for over 35
years. Today, many renovations later, it is still in use as our elementary
school serving students in Pre-K through 8th grade.

In January 1929, as the church-school building neared its completion,
Fr. Sullivan reached out to his provincial, Fr. Meagher, regarding which
congregation should be approached to staff the school. The Blauvelt
Dominicans of New York were their first choice, but there was a need to
present this request to the Bishop. An excerpt from a letter on February
20th from Fr. Sullivan to Fr. Meagher shows the Bishop readily agreed.
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Providence Visitor June 1, 1928

WORK TO BEGIN
ON NEW CHURCH

St. Pius Structure Will
Contain School and
Convent

TO MATCH COLLEGE

Edifice, of Unique Type,
Expected to Cost
$125,000

Work on the $125,000 combina-
tion church, school, and convent for
St. Pius' parish is expected to begin
within two weeks, the building permit
for same having been issued this week
by Inspector of Buildings, Michael J.
Higgins.

The new structure, said to be one
of the first buildings of its type in
the diocese, is to be located near
Providence College at 45 Elmhurst
Avenue. The architecture is of a type
that will conform to and harmonize
with the buildings of the larger in-
stitution.

To Be Two Stories

The building will be two stories
high, of brick, and will be 146x78 feet.
The basement will contain a large as-
sembly hall, meeting rooms, kitchen,
and a number of smaller accessories.

The Church or chapel, which in it-
self will be 32x64 feet, is on the first
floor. On the same floor will be the
vestries, which will adjoin the altar
and one class room. On the second
floor will be five classrooms, sleeping
quarters for the nuns who will teach
in the school, recreations rooms, a
dining room, kitchen and other rooms
arranged in a monastic type,

Will Cost $125,000

John Hogan is the architect, and it
it understood that the contract for
the erection of the building may be let
within the next two weeks.

According to the records of the In-
spector of Building the estimated cost
of the building is placed at $125,000.
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The first rectory,
the Hogan mansion
is pictured above.

It was these stately
elms that gave our
neighborhood its

name.

This blueprint
reflects parish
property and
buildings in 1929.
Note that Wyndham
Avenue is only

a planned street
but does not exist
yet. Fairoaks also
only existed up to
Elmhurst Avenue.

The J. Hogan Farm
was located on
River Avenue and
enclosed by a stone
wall along River
between Smith and
Eaton. The wall

was modeled after
Irish stone walls
which Mr. Hogan
admired. He also
built portions of the
walls on Eaton and
Elmhurst where the
Hogan mansion was
situated. In between
River and Elmhurst
was open land
covered with Jacks-
in-the Pulpit and
Lady’s Slipper.




It also noted that the building was far from complete since

the school portion was still under construction. The college
chapel’s cramped quarters prompted Fr. Sullivan to use the
church portion sooner than anticipated. The formal dedication
was planned for late summer or fall when the Bishop of
Providence would return from Rome.

Easter Sunday, March 31, 1929, saw the parish celebrate the
first Mass in this new building. Parishioners were so pleased
to be in their spacious new church.

April correspondence attests that the Blauvelt Dominican
Sisters would indeed be taking charge of St. Pius School.
Formal letters were exchanged between Fr. Sullivan and Mother
M. Suso. This collaboration would last until the year 2000.

In April 1929 the parish decided to purchase Mr. Frey’s home,
opposite the new church, for use as a rectory. The third house
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in the neighborhood considered for this purpose, it appeared
to meet the needs for a priory best. After some improvements
and repairs, the former Hogan homestead was ready to receive
the pastor and a new assistant on September 1, 1929.

Below is an excerpt of the April 16th letter from Fr. Sullivan to Fr.
Meagher describing the house. A photo of this new rectory is on
the opposite page. This house occupied the location of the existing
school playground and parking lot.
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A few weeks after occupying this new
priory with Rev. John ]. Hartnett, O.P, his
new assistant, Fr. Sullivan was reassigned
to a New Jersey parish. Fr. Joseph R.
Clark, O.P, succeeded Fr. Sullivan as
pastor. Fr. Clark would shepherd his
parish of 2,000
people through
the trials of the
Great
Depression.

for the September 1929 school opening, four Dominican sisters from the Blauvelt

community in New York took charge of the new school. There were

In preparation

-

il

110 elementary Joseph Richard Clark, O.P

1929 - 1936



Excerpts of Bishop William Hickey’s Address
on the occasion on the Dedication of St. Pius Church-School
October 6, 1929, as recorded by the Providence Visitor:

“I wish to take a few minutes of your time, dearly beloved brethren, clergy and
laity, to offer you a word of sincere congratulation on your new church and school
convent. I am sure you much feel without undue pride that you have deserved
congratulations. You have had courage, you have shown extraordinary zeal for the
house of God and all this has manifested your faith and your love or your faith.

“You have wanted a church for many years. The appeal has rung in my ears almost from the first days of my
administration as Bishop, and although you desired to have particularly a monumental church, still when it
was proposed to have a combination school and church, you welcomed the proposal like devoted, loyal and
docile children and members of the Church. Here you have the church, here you have the school, combined
in as beautiful a form as I have ever seen take shape anywhere in my travels or in my experiences. Credit is
due to everyone who has had hand or part in it, but the spirit of the parish is the great thing that must give
joy to the heart of Our Lord, as it gives consolation to us who are striving to do his work.

“You have the altar, the confessional, the pulpit in your church, a place to congregate at the holy Sacrifice,
which is the chief thing in our religion. The foremost purpose in the ordination of the priest is that he
may offer sacrifice to God for the people, that he may draw down the blessing of God, and pray there as a
sacrificial priest for the souls of men.

“For a right understanding of these three great purposes of the Church in the minds of the future
generations, you have the nursery of the faith in the parochial school, and the devoted sisters who are
mothers of the children, their leaders, guides and inspiration, all under the direction of the priest and
bishop. You have a complete parish, something to be proud of in a spiritual and material way.

“I wish to give credit for this splendid consummation of hopes and ambition and desire of St. Pius’ parish
not only to the people, who, I know, are the strong right arm of the priests, but to the priests who have
enabled you to rise to the heights of this occasion to the demands of parochial life”

Opening Remarks of the Sermon on October 6, 1929
Delivered by Fr. Lorenzo C. McCarthy, President of Providence College
at the Solemn High Mass Following the Dedication

“The ceremony which we have just witnessed marks a very singular event in the
history of this parish. Regarded in the light of the past it is the seal of approval, which
the ecclesiastical authority places upon the serious efforts of pastors and the devotion
of the people of this parish. Regarded in the light of the future, it is an assurance of

an increase in Christian life in the community. It is a memorial to the past, a presage
of future achievements. This edifice, a combination church and school, has been erected through the wise
direction of your ecclesiastical superiors, and through your own generous efforts. To the worldly mind, this
edifice is merely another building in this section of the city, but to the minds that interpret events in the
light of faith, this is another dwelling place for the Eucharistic Christ. It is another place wherein will be
generated and fostered the spirit of true piety and true devotion.”




students enrolled in grades one through four that inaugural
year. The four Dominican sisters — Sr. Catherine, Principal,
Sr. M. Blanche, Sr. M. Clarissa, and Sr. Gabriel —worked
and lived in the church school building until September
1932 when they moved into the second floor of a rental
house at 44 Hilltop Avenue. The move allowed the sisters
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rate of one per year,
s | PIUS CHURG{ beginning with 5th

] . e DA Ty o & ML % - dpe et
’ gra(.ie' in 1932. The rkin, Sr. Catherine Healy, Principal,

M'{m)]_1 CONVENT additional gr ades Rev. Joseph Clark, Pastor, Sr. Clarissa Doyle, Sr. Marita Heaton

meant welcoming Back Row: Sr. Rosarita Duggan, Sr. Rose Marie Rooney,

BLESSED SUNDAY

Ceremony, With Bishop
Officiating, is Preceded
by a Procession

DOMINICANS ATTEND left of the pastor.
High Mass Celebrated by | o, October 6,
Very Rev. Stephen Mec- 1929, the Most

Dermott, O.P.

The blessing of the new combina-
tion church and school and convent
of Bt. Pius' parish took place last
Sunday morning, Rt. Rev. Bishop
Hickeyv officiating

A procession of altar boys and
clergy, escorting Bishop Hickey, left
the rectory at 10:20 o'clock, and
crossed to the new building, The
bishop blessed the interior and ex-
terior, and then presided at a Sol-
emn High Mass,

Verv Rev. Stephen McDermott,
0.P, Vit'. Proijcia] of W_a.;hiu

T VR AT >

. Sr. Immaculata McGowan, Sr. Dominica Brophy
four more teaching

sisters to the staff.
The photo above
right, from 1934,
shows the principal,
Sr. Catherine, to the

Reverend William
A. Hickey, Bishop
of Providence,
dedicated the
newly completed
church and school. 3 - v

This dedication Church, Schoul and_ Conyent owh
ceremony was ) m: st sl e
followed by a Solemn High Mass, celebrated by the Very Rev. Stephen
McDermott, O.P, Vicar Provincial of the Province of St. Joseph. The two
former pastors, Father Casey and Father Sullivan, served as deacon and sub-
deacon. Bishop Hickey’s address is found on the facing page.
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Fr. Clark was a dynamic leader with a
gained renown throughout the comm

strong sense of community. He
unity as is evidenced by this article

published in 1931 in the directory, Rhode Island - Three Centuries of

Democracy: “The spiritual life of the p

arish has been greatly stimulated by

Father Clark, who takes a keen personal interest in every phase of the work...
Though he has been in charge of St. Pius parish for only about a year, Father
Clark has already won the confidence and esteem of its people and the high

regard of the community.”

The Pravidence Visitor Wovember 28, 19340

8t. Vincent de Paul
Society is Extended

TEN MORE CONFERENCES ORGANIZED IN DIOCESE
DURING WEEK — SEVERAL OTHERS BEING FORMED

Ten new conferences of the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul were organized in the Diocese of Providence
during the past week.

51. Pius Conference, Providence, was organized with
the following officers and members:  Spiritual
Director, Rev. J. R. Clarke, O.P.; President, Frank J.
McCaffrey; Vice President, Dr. Charles Carroll;
Secretary, James E. Downing: Treasurer, James
Rawdon; members, William F. Geaty, Edward Mikutt,
John T. Walsh, William F. Leonard, Frank T. Degnan.
The Central Council of Providence was represented
by Joscph M. Tally, William J. Keenan and Frank
Degnan.

Here are a few articles in the early
1930s about the various ways the
parish was both reaching out and
having fun together. The articles
about the parish St. Vincent

de Paul Society anticipate how
our present parish chapter still
reaches out to those in need.

The St. Pius Holy Name Club, a
baseball team, was formed in the
early 1930s. A newspaper article
tells of a baseball game against St.
Mary’s Club of Mansfield played at
the LaSalle Academy field.

St. Pius Parish Solves
Poor Problem With
llFl' Cl'l!t mn"

The 8t Viocent de Puul Societly
of 31 Plue Church has solved the
problem of cariog for the puhh
poor, sdopting a “five-cenl plan

Like o(ber parishes throughoat
the dilocess. St. Plus’ has had It»
worrtes in obtaining sulficien!
funds to care for the parish poor
during the currend stringent
{imesa. There was trouble making
imcome balance outgo, that ls, up-
ur President Frank McCafrey ot
the 8t. Vincent de Paui Bociely
had a bright idea, i
Mr McCaffrey figured it out that
if sach of the 2000 persons in the
parish paying weekly seat money
were also to drop a nickle regu:
larty -in a special hox placed at
the door, sufficlent funds “would
be obtained to hanille expenses.
The plan was explained from the
altar, the parishloners responded

. heartily to an appeal for so small
= weekly amount, and the results
were astonishing. Every week al
least $50 bas been found in the
box, and occasionally has even
totatied - ag—high-as §72. - These -
funds go a long way in assisting
workers of the soclely In meeting
expenses.

——

Providence Visitor
March 10, 1933

In letters to his provincial, Fr. Clark
relates a rather funny story from the
early 1930s. The parishioners of St.
Pius, aware of the frequent evening
hospital calls the priests had to make,
approached Fr. Clark with an offer

to buy the priests a car. In a letter
from January 15, 1931, we hear about
the eventual plan and outcome. The
parishioners decided to put on a
musical show to raise the money. It
was a very good show, but it was also
quite involved. Notes and memorabilia
from a later performance, in the
1950s, show a tentative song list,
some sheet music, lists including

a request for luminous paint for a
moon background, tambourines, and
more. If the 1931 production was
similar, it is understandable why not

Lhe Providenee osivor
Slay 19, 1935

MANY ACTIVE PARISH SOCIETIES

Foew parishes have inore  active
patochial organizations than are ta
b Jound i S5t. Pius'. The pastou
takes chaige of the REczay aud
Abtar Socicty wlhicl wmsects che [ist
Sunday and the juwios and senios
Holy Wame Societics which wmeet an
the sccoud Sanday. Father Cull is
modevaten of the 5St. Thounas
Sodality and the Third Ouder of
8t. Dominic, both of which moot
the foneth Sumlay. The St Thomas
Sodislily s for boys amd gids in
grade scheool whe have made their
First Haly Commumion and the Third
Orndeer i for men amed  womon,
Father O'Lescy 3 director of e
Blessad Virgin Sedality and the Chil-
dren of Mary Sodality. The former is
tfor married women and the latter for
girls ot high srhool age. Farh meets
oy The Lhirnl Sunclay.

Ochzy organizations inclads  the
5t. Pius' Mothers Club and the 5t
Pius™ Dramatic Society. Believed ta
be the fust of its kind in
the dioccse. the mother's club
cooperates with the pastor and the
sisters For the welfaire of the schaal.
The dianatic snciety, which stages
clbimerans shows dusing the year, 15
ann nutgeoweh of the Black and
White Club which was (ormed in
cthe davs when the parish was
wdentifed with the college.

The parizgh conference of the St
Vicent de Paul Society also 15 well
organized wnd2s the presidency of
Frank McCalfeey. Me. MceCaffiey
and W. Fred Ruszell are ihe lay
rruscees of the church.

Ce of the lacest undestaklngs In
the poarcish oculer the lireci@on of
Father Clark i a plan tor the
formation of a Junioe Holy Mame
brselaall league. Young thiough the
parish s, il has made  delinite
sitiddes in ils briet hisiory with a
vnaperalive prenple whese s3icit el
pritle in 1keic parish the  pastor
attribmates much of Qs successtiel
growih,

much money was raised! The letter and notes are on the opposite page.

The Dramatic Society was very active, staging multiple well-attended
shows each year. We have many of their programs shown on the following
page. You may recognize some of the actors and actresses’ names.
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o Parnivure by Joueph MarS Darbye | 38t of “Climbing Roses,” nliay to be srec s ' : i, e b Sa Photagiiier:
by od by Lighting eferta—Thamit da L to 'Elg'hl!. Misq Murgarot M, Brothie, k;‘?h by 3t Pius Dramatie club Friday evening in the assembly hall en ]'-.'.h:nhur“. avenue, Seated, left
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nlmﬂl- — : lough and Gerald J. Keefe. 3 -'f ?‘
il . . .
e Students in the eighth grade class pose to commemorate their final school performance

The group below is the Class of 1934, the first class to graduate from St. Pius.




Plays or musical performances were a part of student life at St. Pius School. A large stage in the basement
room of the school served as the backdrop for these performances. This was also the site of the Dramatic Club
performances. A photo on the following page shows the first eighth grade class posed at their last performance.

1934 saw the first class
graduate from St. Pius
School. Little could people
imagine that one of the
graduates would someday
become pastor of this
parish! The future pastor
is found in the back row,
second from the left:
Charles Farrell.

There were now two
assistants to the pastor,
and they were able to

¥

Ala

expand the spiritual activities that the parish offered. Some included the St. Thomas Sodality, for boys and girls
in grade school, the Third Order of St. Dominic for men and women, a Blessed Virgin Sodality for married
women and the Children of Mary Sodality that was for high school age girls.

In 1936, Fr. Clark
was succeeded by

Fr. Charles Mulvey,
O.P. Fr. Mulvey was a
native of Providence,
Rhode Island, and
had attended LaSalle
Academy for two
years before entering
the Dominican Order
in Somerset, Ohio. He shepherded the parish
through World War II.

Charles Matthew Mulvey, O.P
1936 - 1947

After enough practice, by December 1936 the
parish had a Boy’s Choir able to sing at the
Christmas Midnight Mass under the direction
of Rev. John J. H. Hartnett, O.P.

5. PIUS CHURCH
{14 NEW PASTOR

Rev. Charles M. Mulvey, 0. P,,
Replaces Rev. Joseph R.
Clark.

IS PROVIDENCE NATIVE

H;mtnlun Tranaferrad Here from
Parish Fr. Clark Is Sent to
Serve In Philadelphla

Rev. Charles M, Mulvey, O. P. 8
natlve of thls city, has been ap-
polnted pastor of 51, Plus Church,
Elmhurst avenue, succeeding Rewv.
Joseph R. Clark, O. P., who leaves

to become pasior of the

Fr. Mulvey Is the son of the late
Daniel and Margeret (Blessing!
Mulvey, B8 Goddard sireel, In St
Patrick's parish, where a sister, Mra.
Joseph H. Hickey, now resides. H
was gradualed from Branch avenue
grammar sc¢hool and attended La
Salle Academy two years before en-
tering the Order of Preachers at 5t
Joseph's Convent. Bomerset, O,

He went from Somerset to the
Dominican house of studles in Wash-
ington, D, C.. where he completed
his studies for the priesthood and
was ordalned In June, 1918, He ccle-
brated his first solemn mass In Bt
Patrick's Church, Bmith street,

Fr. Mulvey's first ssslgnment was
to the facully of Agquinas College
high schosl, C?olurnhul. 0., where he
tsught for abou!l nine years and
was director of sthletles for seven.
He was then made a member of the
Dominicans’ SBouthern misslon band
with headquarters in Loulsvillg, Ky.
After three years there he wa
transferred to the Philrdlelphla mis-
slon ‘band, where he has been for
the past six years, °

Fr. Mulvey Is a cousin of Sister
Christine of the House of the Good
Bhepherd, Ealon street,

A native of Kentucky, Fr. Clark
has served In numerous institutions
and parishes In charge of the Do
minican order. Following & term as
novice master in Washington he was
engaged In misslon work In the
Bouth untl] asigned to found & par-
ish in Madison, Wis.. where he wes
statloned when appoinied pastor of
5t. Plus six years ago last Septem-
ber.




Another milestone graduating
class was the Class of 1937. This
class was the first to go to St.
Pius School for all eight grades.
Long-time parishioner Jimmy
Egan was part of this graduating
class as his diploma shows.
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The hurricane of ‘38 tore through the area with full force but Fr. Sullivan
felt it spared St. Pius. His letter to Fr. McDermott, the Provincial, related that some glass was broken and most of
the trees spread throughout the neighborhood were lost. He also relayed how the storm surge wave waxed and
waned over an eight hour period, seriously affecting the downtown area. A handwritten note on the Lying In
Hospital (now Elmhurst Extended Care) annual report shared memories of the hurricane’s effect on the hospital
and why St. Pius was listed as donating candles. On hearing of the hospital being without power, parishioner Joe
Cavanaugh approached the pastor regarding the hospital’s needs. Fr. Mulvey willingly gave boxes and boxes of
candles. Some of the tall candles were used to light an emergency operation!
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In 1942
two new . j,:
buildings [
were LA
added
to the
parish.

At 30 Elmhurst Avenue, workers remodeled
a house into a convent able to accommodate
eight sisters. This spacious house gave the
sisters a comfortable and appropriate space
for community and prayers.

The other addition was a new priory built
next to the church school. In this aerial photo, before the priory was built, you can see the first rectory at the
upper left corner.




||_: LW Lo 1T

__THURSDAY. FIBHUM'!' [
H.Mmrml ].n.ldrrlmc.'lrﬂ L-.lﬂ

We hope you are enjoying the
early history of our parish.
Please continue reading the story

Front row left to right: Demoe, Bouncevello, Casserly, Egan, Lennon,
Mahoney, McGettrick, Back row: Rev. Charles Mulvey, O.P; Elroy, Mgr.
Pugliese, Cusick, Coach Milton Lacy, Kenny, Paolilli, McHenry, Cummings,
Mgr.; Rev. William M. Delaney CYO Diocesan Director

of St. Pius V Church
for the next 25 years.

ST. PIUS PASTOR

Throng Sees Procession
By 10 o'clock St, Pius Church pews
were filled, as a colorful procession
pf cholr boys and priests from vari-
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ous paris of the eountry marched up
HA ANNIVERSARY and down the aisles, e M 5 o
. Thf‘f& were many parishlnners, : I\. g T EREL APBVRGLICAR RN .!‘h-&,.
school children from St. Pius, mem- 5 ERISCOPLS PROVIDENTIENSIS s
——— sers of the Rosary and Altar Sociefy, [F52 3
. 0 . Fit
Officers of Rev. Charles Mul-  ‘he Mothers' Club, the Holy Name |3 2%
-:':?:?;Ety’ BI?S;;.‘EI. x];ﬁgll.stﬂdag.lt}' jé‘d Omnibus of Singulis Procsentes Litteras Inapecturis, }1‘;‘
B 1IGrern -0 ar v} LY. il a b= s
vey's First Mass Present for oty thars ‘wirs Dotolileas iabers Salitem in Domins. [

Today's Ceremony.

from St Pius, St Raymond's, Provi-
ience College, and nuns from Elm-

Tt

[

Motsian Pachnaes o saamar gesd saossims S o W

. qurst, the House of Good Shepherd - =

Rev. Charles M. Mulvey, O. P, ind ofher religious communities e e i 6l
pastor of 5t. Plus Church today :hroughout the State Peiint &, dadiomes b Biabiomes Fiat Crmily seigamrns bn L
found his 25th anniversary mass a Reception Is Held R e
great deal like his first. Among those attending were Fr. - e
There was war then as there g to- Mulvey's three sisters, Mrs. Eliza- et =
day, but the similarity he noted was  peth Smith of Montelair, N. J., Mrs. [FR0] spsemes o s s de bury serans, sois smpesdisios oot bo mpsasns |03
in the officers of the Mass. Margaret Donovan of Providence and %'{ Ridborla mriamre. s sl Aonkinlh ot P iaghie, el Lamiia [-._;':
Twenty-five years ago in St Pat- Mrs, Joseph Hickey of Providence; [EEEH s avitin sesersi neoms o ssmsiundis Fiid
rick’s Church when Fr. Mulvey sang and hiz brothers, T.J. Mulvey of [Fd5 7
his first mass, Rev. C. G. Moore, O. West Orange, M. J, and T. A. Mulvey [ 5 Bk o izt sk it pille Pevrs e ] .y sl l%%
P.. of Summit, N. J., was deacon; Rev. »f Washington, D, C. *%‘5 i
F. D, Newman, O. P, of Louisville, After the mass, a reception was Y s i‘ | ﬁ
Ky, was sub-deacon; Very Rev. V. aeld in the church rectory. r%& I s &
B, Burnell, O, P, P. G., of Delroit, Fr. Mulvey, a native of Providence, | ¢5 O ilkismise) £
Mich., was preacher, 5 the son of the late Daniel and Mar- | & Rrieaap o
Today all three were present and garet (Blessing) Mulvey. He Is an L.
held the same offices. slumnus of La Salle Academy., He P i [‘-'.‘1

In addition, there was Rev. Ralph
MeCaffrey, O. P, of Sommerset, 0.,
who in 1917 served as Fr, Mulvey's
altar boy. This morning he was an
acolyte, with Rev. J. A. McFadden,
0. P., of Providence,

Rev. John Dominie Walsh, O, P., of
Washington, D, C., was another altar
boy in 1917, who atlended the priest,
but he was unable to come here be-
cause of illness,

Evening Bulletin

sntered the Order of Preachers at 5t
Joseph's Conwvent, Sommerset, O,
and was ordained in Washington,
D.C., in 1917. He taught at Aquinas
College high school in Columbus,
Q., for nine years before his ap-
pointment to the Dominican Mission
jat Louisville, Ky. He later served in
‘Fhiladelphia.

June 15, 1942
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This certificate refers to the indulgence that may be obtained
by praying the Stations of the Cross in the old church.




