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Newtowne manor House restoration 

Donations to: 
St. Francis Xavier Church 
21370 Newtowne Neck Road 
Leonardtown, Md 20650 
Memo Line: Manor House Restoration 

Contact:  Lynn Delahay (240-925-6485) 
George Matisick (301-475-9698) 
E-mail: Newtownemanorhouse@gmail.com

MISSION STATEMENT 

The Friends of Newtowne Manor House, a non-profit 

organization, is dedicated to ensuring that the  

Newtowne Manor House, an 18th -century structure, is 

preserved and restored so that future generations may 

gain an understanding of and appreciation for its  

historical significance. 

DESCENDANT VISIT 

     On July 3, 2019, Roderick Hill, his wife 

Kesha and three of their four children, Elise, 

Joshua and Lauren visited Newtown Manor. Rod 

is a descendant of Bill Hill who was one of the 

enslaved people from Newtown Manor sold by 

the Jesuits in 1838. 

     Fr. Rob Maro greeted them at the Church and 

the Manor House Committee members wel-

comed them at the Manor House. George Ma-

tisick gave a brief overview of the history of St. 

Francis Xavier Church and the Newtown Manor 

House stopping along the site sign at the Church 

and the two interpretive signs at the Manor 

House. Committee members had prepared re-

freshments for the family in the hall. 

     The family was very gracious and Rod agreed 

to be interviewed for the Collection of Oral  

Histories Project. He shared that he is at the be-

ginning of his journey to learn about his ances-

tors. Rod and his family hope to visit  

Newtown Manor again. 

Standing in front of St. Francis Xavier Church are Elise 

Hill, Lauren Hill, Fr. Rob, Roderick Hill, Joshua Hill 

and Kesha Hill. 

Standing in front of the Manor House are Fr. Rob, Rod 

Hill and his family along with Manor House Commit-

tee members Steve Raley, Chris Senese, Sarah Ma-

tisick, Lynn Delahay and George Matisick. 

Left shows the family viewing the Manor House inter-

pretive panels. 
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ARCHAEOLOGY AT THE MANOR HOUSE 

     An archaeology study around the New-

towne Manor House was conducted by 

Gibb Archaeological Consulting out of An-

napolis from September 5th through Sep-

tember 19th. Jim Gibb had also conducted 

the cemetery findings. The  purpose of the 

investigation was to determine historically 

significant deposits of artifacts that might 

be damaged during the installation of a 

storm water drainage system which is 

needed to move the water away from the 

house.  

     Field work included topographic map-

ping, test excavations of (10) 5 x 5 units 

and small-scale shovel testing to 

determine the best course of action for drain-

age. Jim Gibb and his staff Anton Motivans, 

George F. Riseling, Jr., and Mike Eybel 

along with parishioners George Matisick, Sarah 

Matisick, Jacquelynn Kirby and Roseanne Sam-

bucco worked over nine days to screen for arti-

facts. Many Manor House Committee members 

including Fr. Rob and parishioners visited 

throughout the study. 

     In consultation with Dr. Dennis Pogue, who 

conducted the 1984 archaeology study around 

the Manor House for the Archdiocese of Wash-

ington and currently teaches at the University of 

Maryland, Dr. Jim Gibb investigated eight loca-

tions, north, south, east and west around the 

building and two units, one on each side of the 

existing drainage ditch under the tree to reach 

his recommendations. 

     Units around the house revealed few artifacts, but did include mortar rubble deposited during the 

re-pointing of the building. Artifacts recovered date largely to the tenancy period (1868 to late 

1960’s). In the two units along the drainage ditch two distinct different middens were found. 

The one midden to the east of the ditch, a thick deposit of masonry rubble, oyster shell and artifacts  

appears to date to the tenancy period. The other midden on the west side of the ditch suggest the 

late  Jesuit era. 

     Dr. Gibb suggested a simple drainage system around the Manor House with some alteration of 

grades could facilitate storm water flow away from the building. Anyone wishing to read the report, 

please contact George Matisick, 301-247-7416. 

 Units 4 and 3 on the North side of the Manor House. 

Unit 4 shows where the septic drain was when Clem and

Susie Delahay lived at the Manor House.
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Meeting Attendance 

All parishioners are invited to attend the 

monthly Manor House meetings. Typically 

the meeting nights alternate between Mon-

days and Thursdays. The next meetings will 

be held January 27, 2020, February 27, 2020 

and March 23, 2020. 
Deacon Bill Nickerson was interviewed for the Collection 

of Oral Histories. He loves St. Francis Xavier Church and the 

parishioners he serves. 

SAVE THE DATE - The Walk in the Park has been 

scheduled for Saturday, April 25, 2020. Join in the fun! 

Above: Unit 8 on the South side. 

Below: A couple of artifacts found in Unit 8. 

Where is the Tunnel? 
A story that has been passed down for generations is 

that a tunnel existed between the Manor House and 

the Church. Below Francis Tippett shows Larry 

Abell, architect for the Feasibility Study for the 

Manor House and George Matisick the location of 

the tunnel as he remembers it. Francis played often in 

the Manor House as a child because he was friends 

with Tub Delahay. He shared that Miss Susie really 

fussed at him and Tub because they wanted to try to 

go in the tunnel. Francis said the tunnel has probably 

been closed in for 70 years. 
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2nd CHARRETTE HELD 

The second charrette (collaborative meeting) for the Newtowne Manor House Feasibility Study was 

held Saturday, October 5, 2019 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Fr. Rob welcomed everyone including 

four representatives from the Archdiocese of Washington and led us in prayer. He then turned the  

meeting over to Larry Abell, architect from Lawrence Abell & Associates. 

To open the meeting, Larry shared his observations as he drove into the area that morning. He said 

that as he reflected on this land, it had remained an agriculture community with the same river 

orientation as it had over 350 years ago. Larry said the only remaining structures from the earliest 

time are the Church and the Manor House. Now it is time to re-purpose the Manor House for parish 

use. He stated the purpose of the meeting was to reach a consensus from the group for the use of the 

Manor House so that the parish could move forward with restoration efforts. 

Kate Kuranda, R. Goodwin & Associates presented an overview of the Preservation History of the 

Building. A brief summary of the archaeology history including the 2019 study was given. She ex-

plained the Secretary of Interior focus for historic buildings is to repair rather than replace if at all 

possible. 

Larry then spoke extensively about the Categories of Uses he has proposed. He explained the main 

focus is to comply with modern codes with minimal impact to the historic fabric of the Manor 

House. A consensus vote was taken to move forward with the preservation and restoration of the 

Manor House. This will be accomplished in phases over the next several years. 

A final report of the Manor House Feasibility Study by Larry Abell is forthcoming and will be 

available for review. 


