
 

“To Preserve The Flame” 
SAINT JOHN’S CHURCH 

44 Temple St. Worcester, MA 01604 
Phone: 508-756-7165  

Fax: 508-754-5153 
Parish Website www.stjohnsworcester.org  

Food for the Poor Website www.stjohnsfoodforthepoor.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Lord’s Day Masses 

Saturday Vigil: 4:15 & 7:15 

PM 

Sunday: 8 AM, 10:15 AM,  

12:15 PM & 7:15 PM 
Weekdays 

Monday-Friday 6:15 PM 
Holy Days  

Vigil 6:15 p.m. 
Holy Day 12:15, 6:15 p.m. 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Pastor 
Fr. John  Madden 

frjohnmadden@gmail.com 
 

Associate Pastor 
Fr. Jean Robert Simbert Brice 

 
Assisting Priest 

Fr. Conrad Pecevich 
 

Deacon 
Eduardas Meilus 

 
Coordinators of 

Religious Education 
Donna Mastrovito 
Dianne Gustowski 

 
Ascension Clothing Center 

Sr. Patricia Murphy, SSJ 
 

Music Ministry 
Sean Redrow, Director 

Lucia Clemente Falco, Asst. Dir. 

Rectory Office Hours:  
Tues.-Fri. 9 am -  4 pm 

Jimmy Archibald, Manager 
stjohnsworc@gmail.com 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday– 3 pm 

Monday—Wednesday 
After the 6:15 p.m. Mass 

 
Sacrament of Marriage 

Please contact the parish office 
at least one year prior to 
planned date of marriage 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

 Please visit the parish website 
under the ―Sacraments‖ tab 

 
Sacrament of the Sick 

Please contact the parish office 
 

Monthly Mass for Healing 
Followed by the Celebration  
Of the Sacrament of the Sick 

Fourth Monday of the Month 

November 28, 2021



Mass Intentions 
Saturday, November 27, 2021 
4:15PM Margaret A. Murphy (30th Anniv.), req. by 
Migliorelli Family; Timothy and Eugene Sweeney, req. 
by Family 
7:15PM Paul Letsky, req. by Friends 
 
Sunday, November 28, 2021 
8AM Jose Nicolas Almeida and Delia Rueda, req. by 
Family 
10:15AM Barbara and John Jacques, req. by Family; 
Frank and Jennie Domiziano, Maria Servido, req. by 
Family, Josephine Zalieckas (4th Anniv.),  req. by 
Family 
12:15PM Jane Scola (1st Anniv.), req. by Family; 
Edward Belton, Ann and Albin Zukowski, req. by 
Family 
7:15PM Joshua Kozaczka, req. by Family; George and 
Julia Bakanas, Joan Nicholas, George Bakanas, Jr., 
Gina Bakanas and Fr. John Bakanas, req. by Family 
 
Monday, November 29, 2021 
6:15PM Robert Patnod, req. by Family; Rose Pezzella, 
req. by Family 
 
Tuesday, November 30, 2021 
6:15PM Joseph P. O’Coin (13th Anniv.), req. by Family; 
Donald Patnod, req. by Family 
 
Wednesday, December 1, 2021 
6:15PM Donald Donovan and Susan Brigham, req. by 
Family 
 
Thursday, December 2, 2021 
8:00 AM Stacey Gardell, req. by Frank Carroll and 
Family 
 
Friday, December 3, 2021 
6:15PM Angevine Rivera (Anniv. Mass), req. by Family 
 
Saturday, December 4, 2021 
4:15PM All Souls in Purgatory and Deceased Members 
of F.O.S.S.; Cathy Morrissey, req. by Friends 
7:15PM Gladys Fallon, req. by Family 
 
Sunday, December 5, 2021 
8AM Elizabeth Spurr, req. by Family; Carol Santa 
Maria, req. by Family 
10:15AM Stephanie LeBlanc and Brad Lange, req. by 
Family; Nancy Gallo (1st Anniv.),  req. by Family 
12:15PM John Trainor, req. by Family; Birthday 
Blessings for Jonelle Garofoli, req. by Family 
7:15PM Joshua Kozaczka, req. by Family;  
The Rosary is prayed each weekday beginning with 
the Angelus at 5:50 p.m.  
 

Dear Friends in the Lord, 
 
The Season of Advent, which begins today, calls us to 
“Prepare the Way of the Lord.” The first words that we hear 
from the Sacred Scriptures in this Year C come from the 
prophet Jeremiah, who proclaims:  

The days are coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the 
promise I made to house of Israel and Judah. 

 
We believe, of course, that in the life, death and resurrection 
of Jesus this promise has been fulfilled, though we do not yet 
fully experience it. For us, then, an important aspect of Ad-
vent is deepening our awareness of the victory which Jesus 
has already won for us. Therein lies the wisdom of the 
Church’s liturgy which ends the liturgical year with the So-
lemnity of our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe – the 
ultimate and universal Sovereign. Only to begin the New 
Year with the Advent instruction – this year from Luke – to 
“Be vigilant.”   
 
It occurred to me this week that we in the United States are 
also blessed by celebrating Thanksgiving Day, nearly always, 
on the Thursday before the First Sunday of Advent. The Gos-
pel passage for the feast day is Luke’s account of Jesus heal-
ing the ten lepers. Later, the Lord wonders why only one of 
the ten returned to thank him. On Thursday, Fr. Brice deliv-
ered a terrific homily. One point he made that struck me is 
that the other nine were simply following the instructions that 
Jesus gave them to Go show yourselves to the priests. It had 
never occurred to me, but it is true. Fr. Brice’s larger point 
though was the deep truth that “our complaining is the lepro-
sy of our souls.” We need to rise above our complaints if we 
are going to be able to experience the fulfillment of God’s 
promises. This is especially true, I think, of our legitimate 
complaints. 
 
The most fruitful way to enter and to celebrate the Season of 
Advent is with a spirit of gratitude. Indeed, the most fruitful 
way to enter each day and every season is by being grateful. 

 
The root of joy is gratefulness. It is not joy that makes us 

grateful; it is gratitude that makes us joyful.  
Brother David Seindl-Rast 

 
In Christ’s Peace, Fr John Madden 
 
THE 2021 KELLEY SQUARE TREE LIGHTING EX-
TRAVAGANZA will take place on Saturday, December 4 
from 2 pm - 5 pm in the area surrounding Kelley Square. The 
Tree will be lit shortly after 5 pm.  There will be food, gifts 
and photo -ops with Santa and Friends.  For more infor-
mation, please contact Lorraine Laurie at (508) 757-8741.  



THIS WEEKEND’S HYMNs: 
Int.: Ad te levavi, Ps. 25: 1-3 (Unto you have I lifted up 
my soul. O my God, I trust in you, let me not be put to 
shame; do not allow my enemies to laugh at me; for 
none of those who are awaiting you will be disappoint-
ed.) 
Op.: # 386 O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
Ps 25, "To You, O Lord, I lift my soul." # 1003 
Alleluia: # 208 
Prep.: # 393 Awaken, Sleepers 
Eucharistic Accs.: # 304, 305, common tone 'Amen', # 
311 
Comm.: Dominus dabit benignitatem, Ps 85: 13 (The 
Lord will bestow his loving kindness, and our land will 
yield its fruit.) 
     # 405 Creator of the Stars of Night 
Cl.: # 387 O Come, Divine Messiah! 
 
SUNDAY’S READINGS - #1003 IN THE HYM-
NAL 

Jer 33:14-16 
Psalm 25 

1 Thess 3:12 –4:2 
Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 

 
LIVE STREAMING MASSES will continue on the 
Parish Facebook Page according to the following 
schedule: 

Weeknights at 6:15 p.m. 
Saturday Vigil at 4:15 PM 

Sunday Mass at 10:15 AM and 7:15 PM 
 
HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed at 11:30 
AM on Sunday morning. Please enter off of Harding 
Street and proceed behind the rectory and church to the 
communion station. 
   
THE ST. RAFQA PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
will be meeting on December 8 at 9:30am-11:00am in 
the chapel. All knitters and crocheters are welcome. 
Any questions, please call Connie at 774-262-2512. 
Reminder, we will be inside the church, therefore we 
must wear a mask  
 
REFUNDS FROM THE SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 
COMMITTEE DINNER on November 14th are avail-
able.  Judy Burke will be at the 4:15 Mass on Saturdays 
to give refunds or you can contact Judy at 508 478-
9813 to make arrangements to get your refund. 

RELIGIOS EDUCATION 

Grades 1-6– Sunday, December 5, 9 AM in the church 
hall.   
Grades 7-9 Sunday, December 5, 11:15 AM in the 
church hall.   
Confirmation– Tuesday, December 7, at 6:15 PM in the 
chapel.  
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED- We are looking for a guitar 
player to help out with CCD classes. Please email dhgus-
towski@gmail.com if you are able to help. We are also 
looking for hospitality volunteers, preferably those with-
out kids in the program, to assist with special functions. 
email me as above. Thanks! 

Masks are required by all during class.  
 
HELP FOR OUR MONTHLY MEAL AT THE 
MUSTARD SEED – on the first Monday of every 
month, we provide the meal at the Mustard Seed. We are 
in serious need of more volunteers to assist us. The meal 
needs to be ready at 4:00 p.m. If that is not a good time 
for your schedule, there is preparation that must be done 
beforehand, as well. If you are interested in helping, 
please contact the rectory by phone or email. Thank you. 
 
THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM CENTER AND 
SCHOOL OF JOY – Our friend Maysoon Khair will be 
here this weekend, November 27 and 28 representing 
over a hundred Christian families who make their liveli-
hood through the selling of their hand carved olive wood 
religious articles. Due to the troubled situation in the Ho-
ly Land and the interruption of the tourist trade, our 
Christian families in Bethlehem must seek alternative 
ways to earn a living. After all Masses there will be a 
display of these beautiful hand carved items; such as na-
tivity scenes, crucifix, rosaries, Last Supper and many 
other beautiful religious statues. Please stop by to see the 
carvings that are available and help support this self-help 
project to support the children and Christians living in 
the Holy Land. Thanks and God Bless you. 
 
TRAVELING HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS - 
The December Traveling Holy Hour for Vocations 
is Tuesday, Dec. 7 at 6 pm at Saint Mary Church in Ux-
bridge as part of their 40 Hours Devotion.  All are invit-
ed to join in praying for an increase in vocations to 
priesthood and religious life. 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 



In Our Catholic Community...  
HAVE YOU SIGNED UP FOR DAILY ADVENT 
REFLECTIONS ON FORMED.ORG ? -Today is 
the First Sunday of Advent, however it is not too late 
to sign up for Daily Advent Reflections on the readings 
of each day sent directly to your email box. Once you 
are signed up for Formed.org all you need to do 
is, using your browser, type in daily.formed.org. The 
sign up page will pop up and prompt you to fill in your 
email address.Then it will acknowledge receipt of your 
sign up. If you haven’t signed up for Formed.org as of 
yet (and you are encourage to join fellow parishioners 
in doing so) ,using your browser from any device , go 
to Formed.org/signup, Enter 01604, select St John’s 
parish, then enter your name and email address and 
you’re in. There is no cost  to you for unlimited use of 
the platform.No other passwords needed. All are invit-
ed to avail themselves of this gift from the parish to all 
parishioners,of all ages. 

ADVENT CONCERT IN WORCESTER -Blessed 
Sacrament Parish, 551 Pleasant St., will hold an hour 
of Advent Music Sunday, Dec. 5 at 2 p.m. with tenor, 
Travis Benoit and organist, Elizabeth Noone perform-
ing solo works and hymns for congregational singing. 
It is free and open to the public. 
 
LESSONS AND CAROLS - Assumption University will 
offer its annual Service of Lessons and Carols on Thursday, 
Dec. 9 at 7:30 pm in the Chapel of the Holy Spirit, 500 
Salisbury St., Worcester. Guests from off campus who wish 
to attend are asked to complete the form 
at form.jotform.com/212026475293050 by December 6 to 
request a campus access pass. The one hour service will in-
clude scripture, music and prayer. All are welcome. 

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD! - Physician-assisted 
suicide undermines the medical profession and violates the 
physician’s oath to “first, do no harm”.  Act now to oppose 
the deeply troubling bills in the Massachusetts legislature 
which would legalize physician-assisted suicide. Contact the 
Massachusetts Catholic Conference 
at www.macatholic.org or call 617-746-5630 to let your 
voice be heard. 

 

 

Financial Report 
 

This weekend we received $7198.66.  We also received: 
 
Candles- $947.00  Monthly- $1000.00 
Parking- $595.00  Stipends- $320.00 
CCHD- $468.00 
 
Total- $10,528.66  Unrestricted- $10,060.66 Restricted- 
$468.00 
 
Expenses– $10,616.71 
 
Schola (1003.64) Funerals (152.80) Altar (990.00) House 
(139.21) Administration (6023.45) Church Gas (606.33) 
Rectory Gas (768.67) Postage (67.71) CCHD (468.00) 
Church Alarm (36.90) Ascension Alarm Monitoring 
(360.00) 
 
FOOD FOR THE POOR DONATIONS– $500 from a 
friend; $50 from a friend; $100 from a friend; $500 from a 
friend; $500 from a friend; $100 from a friend; $200 from 
a friend; $100 from a friend; $150 from a friend; $50 from 
a friend; $100 from a friend; $50 IHO John Malvarose; 
$500 IMO Nick Argento; $50 IMO Deceased Members of 
the Keating and McDermott Families; $300 IMO Jane Sco-
la; $445 IMO Jadwiga Burzynski 
  
FOOD FOR THE POOR 
Income- $16,620.00 
Expenses- $9121.65 
 
 
 
 
 

WORD OF LIFE 
"The soul hungers for God, and nothing but God can satiate it. Therefore He came to dwell on earth 

and assumed a Body in order that this Body might become the Food of our souls." 
St. John Vianney 

Our Parish Community… 
...Offers prayers and condolences to the families Lousie 

Skliut, Fr. Charles Dunn, S.J., William Shea, Paul 
Jarosevicz, Joseph Hippert and Douglas Jones who have 

been born into eternal life. 
 

...Welcomes Madison May LaBreck who has entered the 
Catholic Community through the waters of Baptism. 

 


