
 

“To Preserve The Flame” 
SAINT JOHN’S CHURCH 

44 Temple St. Worcester, MA 01604 
Phone: 508-756-7165  

Fax: 508-754-5153 
Parish Website www.stjohnsworcester.org  

Food for the Poor Website www.stjohnsfoodforthepoor.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Lord’s Day Masses 

Saturday Vigil: 4:15 & 7:15 

PM 

Sunday: 8 AM, 10:15 AM,  

12:15 PM & 7:15 PM 
Weekdays 

Monday-Friday 6:15 PM 
Holy Days  

Vigil 6:15 p.m. 
Holy Day 12:15, 6:15 p.m. 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Pastor 
Fr. John  Madden 

frjohnmadden@gmail.com 
 

Associate Pastor 
Fr. Jean Robert Simbert Brice 

 
Assisting Priest 

Fr. Conrad Pecevich 
 

Deacon 
Eduardas Meilus 

 
Coordinators of 

Religious Education 
Donna Mastrovito 
Dianne Gustowski 

 
Ascension Clothing Center 

Sr. Patricia Murphy, SSJ 
 

Music Ministry 
Sean Redrow, Director 

Lucia Clemente Falco, Asst. Dir. 

Rectory Office Hours:  
Tues.-Fri. 9 am -  4 pm 

Jimmy Archibald, Manager 
stjohnsworc@gmail.com 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday– 3 pm 

Monday—Wednesday 
After the 6:15 p.m. Mass 

 
Sacrament of Marriage 

Please contact the parish office 
at least one year prior to 
planned date of marriage 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

 Please visit the parish website 
under the “Sacraments” tab 

 
Sacrament of the Sick 

Please contact the parish office 
 

Monthly Mass for Healing 
Followed by the Celebration  
Of the Sacrament of the Sick 

Fourth Monday of the Month 

May 15, 2022



Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, May 14, 2022  
4:15 PM Sophie and Jimmy Groccia, req. by 
Family; Joseph and Richard Fresolo, req. by 
Family 
7:15 PM Victor Rivera and John Tomlinson, req. 
by Family 
 
Sunday, May 15, 2022 
8 AM Dennis Foley, req. by Brenner Family; 
Anne Nelson, req. by Family 
10:15 AM Dorothy R. Morrissey (1st Anniv.), 
req. by Family; Walter and Katharina Perduta, 
req. by Family 
12:15 PM Birthday Blessings for Keith 
Pozzessere, req. by Family; Elizabeth and Tina 
Zuidema, req. by Family 
7:15 PM Joshua Kozaczka, req. by Family; Julia 
Dee, req. by Family 
 
Monday, May 16,  2022 
6:15 PM M. Elaine Huntoon, req. by Frank and 
Carole Carroll 
 
Tuesday, May 17, 2022 
6:15 PM Joe Comeau, req. by Family 
 
Wednesday, May 18, 2022 
6:15 PM Paul Letsky, req. by Family 
 
Thursday, May 19, 2022 
6:15 PM Susan Leahy Strait, req. by Family 
 
Friday, May 20, 2022 
6:15 PM Fr. Joseph Adamo, req. by Cecilia 
Catalan 
 
Saturday, May 21, 2022  
4:15 PM Francisco Austriaco, req. by Family; 
George and William Comptois, req. by Family 
7:15 PM John “Jack” Reidy, req. by Family 
 
Sunday, May 22, 2022 
8 AM Noel Clifford, req. by Family; Paul and 
Ann Reynolds, req. by Family 
10:15 AM Anthony, Anna and Olga Kersis, req. 
by Family; Paola Cordova, Carmela Sanchez, 
Cristina Olivo and Jose Canizares, req. by 
Family 
12:15 PM Anne Toto (1st Anniv.), req. by Family; 
William Dee, req. by Family 
7:15 PM Joshua Kozaczka, req. by Family; Julia 
Jeannette Brackett, req. by Children 
 
The Rosary is prayed each weekday beginning 
with the Angelus at 5:50 p.m.  

Dear Friends in the Lord, 
 
 On Tuesday, Komo Abbas Teklehaimonant Aschane 
and members of the city’s Ethiopian Church had a meeting at 
the Chancery Office with Bishop McManus, Fr. Reidy, the 
Vicar General, and Paul Schasel, Director of Fiscal Affairs.  
Abbas Aschane and the parish leaders wanted to thank them 
for their help, support and generosity in allowing for the pur-
chase of the Ascension Church and Msgr. Tinsley Center at a 
below market price. I was blessed to be present with them. 
The meeting was filled with gratitude and without regret; con-
ducted with respect and without conflict; concluded with re-
joicing and without rancor. The Bishop displayed a true 
knowledge of the Ethiopian Orthodox faith. He, and the oth-
ers, engaged in a wide ranging discussion with Abbas 
Aschane and the leaders. They displayed and expressed their 
profound pleasure in having their own worship space. All of 
them showered the people of St. John’s with praise. The mere 
rumor of the purchase led to an increase in attendance and 
membership at the Worcester Debre Genet Kidist Kidane Me-
heret Orthodox Tewahedo Church. Since the sale closed, this 
growth has continued. They are a faith filled congregation 
with a true concern for each other and, especially, for those 
who are in need. I know of another church which is exactly 
the same. Therefore, I am sure that God will offer abundant 
blessings to the Ethiopian Orthodox Church in the same man-
ner that God continues to bless the Church’s former owners. 
 
 A week from Thursday, May 26 is the Solemnity of 
the Ascension of the Lord and a holy day of obligation. Mass-
es will be celebrated on the Vigil, Wednesday, May 25, at 
6:15 p.m. and on the holy day at 12:15 and 6:15 p.m. We will 
then begin the Novena to the Holy Spirit at the Masses begin-
ning on Friday, May 27. This first novena in the history of the 
church marks the nine days leading to the Solemnity of Pente-
cost. The prayers will help us to prepare – again and anew – 
for the Gift of the Holy Spirit.    
  
 To that end, I share the following quote – with apolo-
gies to the author whose name eludes me – as a reflection as 
we move toward the two celebrations: 
 
In our self-centered culture and classic American emphasis on 
work, we often feel we have to accomplish something during 

our times of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. We rate our 
experience by how ‘good’ our prayer was, how heartfelt our 
devotion was, or how focused we could remain. Yet prayer 
and contemplation are fundamentally God’s work, in which 
we are invited to participate. We need only to give Him the 

opening, and He will do the rest. By coming to adoration, we 
are handing Him the keys to our hearts, allowing the rays of 

His love and grace to bathe our souls in the light of His Pres-
ence, as the rays of the sun bathe our bodies in light. If we can 
take the time to pull away from the busyness and distractions 

of life and just sit at His feet, He will lead us. 
 

In Christ’s Peace, 
Fr John Madden 



THIS WEEKEND’S HYMNS 
Int.: Cantate Dominum, canticum novum, Ps 98: 1 

(Sing to the Lord a new song, alleluia; for the Lord has 
accomplished wondrous deeds, alleluia; he has re-

vealed his justice in the sight of the Gentiles, alleluia, 
alleluia.) 

Op.: # 503 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen! 
Gloria: # 323 

Ps 145, "I will praise your name forever, my king and 
my God." 

Alleluia: # 208 
Prep.: # 697 Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace 

Eucharistic Accs.: # 365, 366, 367, 311 
Comm.: Ego sum vitis vera, Jn 15:5 (I am the true vine, 
and you are the branches; he who abides in me and I in 

him, he it is who bears much fruit, alleluia, alleluia.) 
     # 926 I Come with Joy to Meet My Lord (Using 

tune LAND OF REST - see PDF above or WORSHIP 
III Hymnal) 

Cl.: # 499 Day of Delight 
 

TODAY’S READINGS #1090 IN THE HYMNAL 
Acts 14:21-27 

Psalm 145 
Rv 21:1-5a 

Jn 13:31-33a, 34-35 
 

LIVE STREAMING MASSES will continue on the 
Parish Facebook Page according to the following 
schedule: 

Weeknights at 6:15 p.m. 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4:15 p.m. 

Sunday Mass at 10:15 AM and 7:15 PM 
 
HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed at 11:30 
AM on Sunday morning. Please enter off of Harding 
Street and proceed behind the rectory and church to 
the communion station. 
 
PARTNERS IN CHARITY – Our parish goal is 
$76,600 again this year. To date, we have received 
gifts and pledges totaling $35,276.00. Thank you to 
those who have donated already. Envelopes are avail-
able throughout the church to make a donation or to 
make an online donation please visit the Partners in 
Charity website www.partners-charity.net. 
 
SAINT JOHN’S HIGH SCHOOL is hosting a Spring 
Preview Event for prospective  middle and high school 
students on Tuesday, May 24, at 6:00 PM.  Please  vis-
it www.stjohnshigh.org/admissions/visit-us for more 
information.  

VOCATION REFLECTION – FIFTH SUNDAY 
OF EASTER - By this everyone will know that you 
are My disciples.”   How will you manifest your disci-
pleship? Consider living the Lord’s new commandment 
of love as a priest, deacon, sister or brother. Contact 
the Vocation Office at (508) 630-4473 or 
email: donato.infante@gmail.com. 
 
FORMED.ORG WEEKLY CHALLENGE: THIS 
WEEK’S QUESTION – What are the visible signs of 
Anointing of the Sick?  Simple steps to sign up: On 
any device - Go to Formed.org/signup, Enter 01604, 
select St John’s parish, then enter your name and email 
address and you’re in. Now you are challenged to look 
up the answer to this week’s question on Formed.org.
(The correct answer to last week's question:  Bishop 
and priests laying on of hands, receiving the sacred 
vessels annointing of the hands, investiture with vest-
ments.) 
 
BIBLE STUDY IS BACK! – The second reading 
throughout the Easter Season will come from the 
Book of Revelation. Thankfully, Mahri Leonard-
Fleckman is leading us through a study of this, the 
last and most elusive book in the Bible. We will 
meet in the church hall at 7:00 p.m. on the Tuesdays 
through May 24. We will be using Mahri’s book 
Ponder. All are welcome.  
 
GATEWAY TO JESUS AND THE MASS: THE 
ART OF ACCOMPANIMENT - Keys to Reaching 
Inactive Catholics Training. Deepen your capacity to 
be present and attentive to inactive Catholics on their 
journeys to discover or rediscover Jesus in daily life 
and the sacraments. Instructors: John and Therese Bou-
cher. Saturday, May 28 from 9:30 am to Noon. . NO 
COST registration. Zoom.com workshop. Send name, 
email, & phone to: boucherjohn@hotmail.com by 
Wednesday, May 25.  
 
CAR DONATION PROGRAM- Did you know you 
can donate your car, truck, motorcycle or boat to Cath-
olic Charities and help us help your Worcester County 
neighbors?  It’s quick and easy to do.  Just visit our 
website to donate your vehicle online at ccworc.org  or 
call 1-888-CAR-7308 1-888-CAR-7308 to arrange a 
convenient pickup time and confirmation of your dona-
tion from Catholic Charities Donation Angel Pro-
gram.  The car in your driveway can help us to contin-
ue to offer many services to children, families and el-
ders in our community so that they may regain home 
for a brighter future.  Thank you!  

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  



In Our Catholic Community...  
 

OUR MONTHLY MASS FOR HEALING – will be 
celebrated on Monday, May 23. After the 6:15 PM 
Mass, the Sacrament of the Sick will be celebrated for 
those seeking God’s healing and merciful grace.  
 
IGNATIAN VOLUNTEER CORPS (IVC) NEW 
ENGLAND, a yearlong volunteer opportunity for 
women and men 50 years of age and better, is recruit-
ing volunteers for the upcoming (September to June) 
year. Volunteers give two full days/week of service and 
commit to a monthly spiritual reflection program in the 
Jesuit tradition. IVC works with nonprofits in the Bos-
ton/Worcester/Providence areas that address problems 
of homelessness, education, immigration and more. Get 
info and application by contacting regional direc-
tor  Dave Hinchen newengland@ivcusa.org, or check 
out the IVC New England website at ivcusa.org/
newengland. 
 
DIOCESE NIGHT AT THE BRAVEHEARTS - 
Calling all Worcester Bravehearts fans – come cheer 
our Bravehearts for their opening night on Friday, May 
27.  Tickets are only $9.00 per person and don’t forget 
it is Fireworks night!!!!  Gates open at 5:30 PM – First 
Pitch at 6:30 PM. For online ticket information, vis-
it www.worcesterbraveheartsgroups.com Password is 
DIOCESENIGHT (all caps). If you have any questions, 
please feel free to reach out to Nate Gonelli at 508-438-
3773 or email him Nate@worcesterbravehearts.com. 

REGISTER NOW FOR THE WORCESTER 
CATHOLIC WOMEN’S CONFERENCE - All 
women are invited to this exciting Conference, 
“Embrace the Cross”, to be held at St. Joseph School in 
Webster, MA on Saturday, October 1st. Hear dynamic 
talks from outstanding Catholic leaders, Sonja Corbitt, 
Laura Mary Phelps, Constance T. Hull, and Bryan 
Mercier. Diocesan and religious priests will hear con-
fessions and there will be many interesting exhibitors. 
Bishop McManus will celebrate Mass. For more infor-
mation and to register, visit our website at 
www.wcwconference.com or call Corinn Dahm at 508-
277-3969. Seating is limited, register today! 

Financial Report 
 

This weekend we received $8347.66.  We also re-
ceived: 
 
Monthly- $159.00  Restoration- $214.00 
Parking- $35.00  Stipends- $350.00 
 
Total- $9105.66  
Unrestricted- $8891.66  
Restricted- $214.00 
 
Expenses-  $8437.17 
 
Schola (898.84) Altar (336.10) Funerals (152.80) Ad-
ministration (5231.21) Advertising (171.15) Church 
Lock Repair (182.36) Church Electric (560.91) Rectory 
Electrical (706.02) Live Stream (75.00) Church Alarm 
(122.78) 
 
FOOD FOR THE POOR DONATIONS: $25 from a 
friend; $50 from a friend; $50 from a friend; $100 from 
a friend; $25 IMO John Lynch; $2,000 IMO Jennifer 
Lamby; $50 IMO Ryan Dailey 
 
FFTP Income- $1875.00 
 
FFTP Expenses- $9052.93 
 
 
 

WORD OF LIFE: 
 

"We are born to love, we live to love, and we will die to love still more." 
St. Joseph Cafasso 

Our Parish Community… 
 

...Offers prayers and  condolences to the families of 
Bro. Conrad Owens, C.F.X., Peter Regonini, Robert 

Lanier, Gino Cappelleti and Mickey Gilley who 
have been born into eternal life. 

 
...Welcomes Giovanni Francis Sclamo who has en-
tered the Catholic Community through the waters of 

Baptism. 


