
 

“To Preserve The Flame” 
SAINT JOHN’S CHURCH 

44 Temple St. Worcester, MA 01604 
Phone: 508-756-7165  

Fax: 508-754-5153 
Parish Website www.stjohnsworcester.org  

Food for the Poor Website www.stjohnsfoodforthepoor.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Lord’s Day Masses 

Saturday Vigil: 4:15 & 7:15 

PM 

Sunday: 8 AM, 10:15 AM,  

12:15 PM & 7:15 PM 
Weekdays 

Monday-Friday 6:15 PM 
Holy Days  

Vigil 6:15 p.m. 
Holy Day 12:15, 6:15 p.m. 

PARISH STAFF 
Pastor 

Fr. John  Madden 
frjohnmadden@gmail.com 

 
Associate Pastor 

Fr. Jean Robert Simbert 
Brice 

 
Deacon 

Eduardas Meilus 
 

Coordinators of 
Religious Education 

Donna Mastrovito 
Dianne Gustowski 

 
Music Ministry 

Edward Lally, Director 
Lucia Clemente Falco, Asst. 

 
Sacristan 

Dolores Vito 
 

Rectory Office Hours:  
Tues.-Fri. 9 am -  4 pm 

Jimmy Archibald, Manager 
stjohnsworc@gmail.com 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday– 3 pm 

Monday—Wednesday 
After the 6:15 p.m. Mass 

 
Sacrament of Marriage 

Please contact the parish office 
at least one year prior to 
planned date of marriage 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

 Please visit the parish website 
under the “Sacraments” tab 

 
Sacrament of the Sick 

Please contact the parish office 
 

Monthly Mass for Healing 
Followed by the Celebration  
Of the Sacrament of the Sick 

Fourth Monday of the Month 

December 4, 2022



Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, December 3, 2022  
4:15 PM All Souls in Purgatory and Deceased 
Members of F.O.S.S.; Helen Shea Cosgrove, req. by 
James Cosgrove 
7:15 PM Lynda McCart, req. by Carol Keating 
 
Sunday, December 4, 2022 
8 AM Carol Santa Maria, req. by Family; Donald 
Donovan and Susan Brigham, req. by Family 
10:15 AM Francis, Elizabeth and Redmond Bansfield, 
req. by Family; The Bakanas Family, Joan Nichols and 
John Falco, req. by Family 
12:15 PM Jonelle Garofoli (Birthday Blessings), req. by 
Family; Joseph R. Simo (1st Anniv.), req. by Family 
7:15 PM Joshua Kozaczka, Health and Intentions of 
Sophia Kozaczka, req. by Family 
 
Monday, December 5, 2022 
6:15 PM  Arthur Mikulski, req. by Family 
 
Tuesday, December 6, 2022 
6:15 PM Paul Francis Ford, req by Norma Nunag 
 
Wednesday, December 7, 2022 
6:15 PM Conrad O’Donnell and Rollin Rickard, req. 
by Friends 
 
Thursday, December 8, 2022– Immaculate Conception  
12:15 PM Sirkka Duggan, req. by Friends 
6:15 PM Elizabeth Spurr, req. by Family; Frank and 
Sue Roland, req. by Family 
 
Friday, December 9, 2022 
6:15 PM Joe Hickey, req. by Friends 
 
Saturday, December 10, 2022  
4:15 PM Dr. James Cosgrove, Helen Shea Cosgrove 
and Bridget Norman, req. by James Cosgrove; Nancy 
Morgan, req. by Bill and Kathy Callahan 
7:15 PM Joe Comeau, req. by Friends 
 
Sunday, December 11, 2022 
8 AM Nancy Morgan, req. by VAAH Residents; Dennis 
Foley, req. by Brenner Family 
10:15 AM Brad Lange and Stephanie LeBlanc, req. by 
Donna Mastrovito 
12:15 PM John Trainor, req. by Family; Deceased 
Members of the Brignola Family, req. by Family 
7:15 PM Joshua Kozaczka, req. by Family; Eunice 
White (7th Anniv.), req. by Family 
 
The Rosary is prayed each weekday beginning with the 
Angelus at 5:50 p.m.  
 

Dear Friends in the Lord, 
 
 The Advent Season focuses on the coming of 
the Lord. Last week, the liturgy drew our attention 
to his Second Coming at the end of time. This week 
and next we are presented with John the Baptist. The 
fourth and final week brings us Mary and Joseph. 
All three of which, of course, highlight Jesus’ initial 
coming in Palestine during the first century. And 
yet, through the mystery and vitality of the Scrip-
tures and the Liturgy, the primary revelation the Ad-
vent Season offers is the culmination of the New 
Testament’s teaching: “He is here.”   
 
 In today’s second reading, St. Paul tells the 
Romans – and us – that we prepare for the Lord’s 
coming through the “endurance and encouragement 
of the Scriptures” that “we might have hope.” Along 
with this, I think that what we need, too, is expecta-
tion. In this past Friday’s Gospel passage, Jesus asks 
the two blind men who approach him asking for his 
help, “Do you believe that I can do this?” This Ad-
vent – and always – the Lord asks us the same ques-
tion. As we seek to find the Lord Jesus even in the 
annoyances, frustrations and tragedies of life, we are 
tempted to ask is He here in the midst of all this?  
Jesus loves to answer a question with a question, 
and so he asks us: “Do you believe that I can do 
this?” This season of preparation and introspection 
is an invitation to answer Jesus more readily and 
confidently; to come to expect to experience his love 
and mercy in all things. 
 
 I think Raoul Lus, S.J. offers great help in 
accepting this invitation: 
 
 “When our Lord bade us “to pray always” 
He did not mean to ask us to be constantly in the 
act of prayer but only to live in the state of prayer. 
Let us note the difference: to be constantly in the act 
of prayer would be to fill our life’s course with reli-
gious exercises alone! Even in the most contempla-
tive lives, this is never done. There is always a place 
for certain activities that are more or less secular: 
meals, recreations, sleep, and the like. Living in a 
state of prayer does not aim at an impossible exist-
ence. The part of our lives devoted to religious exer-
cises will mean that in all things, although it might 
be a question of a secular action, we will have no 
other purpose than to give glory to God…always to 
have an intention directed as much as possible to-
ward God.” 
 
In Christ’s Peace, 
Fr John Madden 



THIS WEEKEND’S HYMNS 
Int.: People of Sion, weep no more, for the Lord will 
come to save all the nations. And the Lord will an-

swer when you cry out; and you will hear His glori-
ous and majestic voice in the joy of your heart. 

Op.: ##861 Soon and Very Soon 
Ps 72, "Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness 

of peace for ever.” # 1004 
Alleluia: Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight 

his paths: all flesh shall see the salvation of God.  
Prep.: #392 On Jordan’s Bank 

Eucharistic Accs.: # 304, 217, 219, 311 
Comm.: Jerusalem, rise up and stand upon the 

heights, and look to the east; and gaze on the joy that 
is coming to you from your God 

     #410 Wait for the Lord 
Cl.: #398 People, Look East 

 
READINGS ARE AT #1004 IN THE HYMNAL 

Is 11:1-10 
Rom 15:4-9 
Mt 3:1-12 

 
LIVE STREAMING MASSES can now be ac-
cessed through our parish website, stjohnsworces-
ter.org, according to the following schedule: 

Weeknights at 6:15 p.m. 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4:15 p.m. 

Sunday Mass at 10:15 AM and 7:15 PM 
 

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed at 11:30 
AM on Sunday morning. Please enter off of Harding 
Street and proceed behind the rectory and church to 
the communion station.  
 
RCIA – any adult wishing to be fully initiated into 
the Catholic Church is invited to participate in the 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. If you would 
like to receive any or all of the Initiation Sacraments 
– Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist – please con-
tact the rectory by email or phone. Thank you.  
 
SUPPORTING THE CHILDREN OF THE HO-
LY LAND – our friend, Maysoon Khair will be back 
this weekend representing over a hundred Christian 
families who make their living through the selling of 
their hand carved olive wood religious articles. They 
will be on display at all of the Masses and include 
nativity scenes, crucifix, rosaries and other beautiful 
statues. Please help support this self-help project for 
the children in the Holy Land. Thank you and God 
bless. 

THE FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEP-
TION OF MARY is this Thursday, December 8th. It is 
the Patronal Feast of the Church in the United States and 
a Holy Day of Obligation. Masses will be celebrated on 
Wednesday at 6:15 PM and at 12:15 and 6:15 PM on 
Thursday. 
 
HAVE YOU SIGNED  UP FOR FORMED.ORG. 
AND DAILY ADVENT REFLECTIONS ? Now is 
the time to join fellow parishioners of St John’s in sign-
ing up to have free, unlimited, no cost to you access to a 
wealth of information about our Catholic Faith. Using 
your browser from any device , go to Formed.org/
signup, Enter 01604 select St John’s parish, then enter 
your name and email address and you’re in. No other 
passwords needed. To receive Daily Advent Reflections 
in your email , once you have access to the Formed.org 
platform, using your browser, type in daily.formed.org. 
The sign up page will pop up and prompt you to fill in 
your email address. Then it will acknowledge receipt of 
your sign up. If you haven’t as of yet , please take ad-
vantage of our parish’s gift to you.  
 
VOCATION REFLECTION: SECOND SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT – Are you called to be “A herald’s voice 
in the desert” preparing the way of the Lord in the hearts 
of His people? If you are considering a vocation to the 
priesthood or consecrated life, contact the Vocation Of-
fice at (508)-630-4473 or send us an email at 
dinfante@saintpaulknights.org. 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Grades 1-6– Sunday, December 4 9-10 AM in the 
Church Hall 
Grades 7-9– Sunday, December 4 11:15 AM - 12:15 
PM in the Church Hall. 
CONFIRMATON– Next class will be held Decem-
ber 6 from 6:15-8 PM. Class is held in the chapel and 
church hall and includes Mass.   
 
CHILDREN'S HOLIDAY SHOPPE will be Sunday 
12/11 in the Xavier Center, 11AM -1PM.  Send your 
kids with a list for them to make Christmas presents. We 
will wrap and tag them. All are welcome.  Cost is $5/
family.  
 
FAMILY PRAISE AND WORSHIP FOR ADVENT 
will be held on Saturday, December 10. Dinner starts at 
5:15 PM in the Xavier Center, followed by an Advent 
reflection using song, readings, and Scripture. Our Con-
firmation class is sponsoring this event, and they are so 
excited! Please join us. All ages welcome! 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 



In Our Catholic Community...  
 

OUR MONTHLY MASS FOR HEALING 
– will be celebrated on Monday, November 
28. After the 6:15 PM Mass, the Sacrament of 
the Sick will be administered to those seeking 
God’s healing and merciful grace.  
 
ST. JOHN'S CYC BASKETBALL- Our CYC 
Basketball team is open to all boys ages 14-18 
that are members of the parish and are not on a 
varsity basketball team at their High School. 
Please contact coach Ray at 508-612-6007 or 
email raym577@gmail.com if interested in 
playing, There is no cost to anyone who wants 
to play.  
 
THE ST. RAFQA PRAYER SHAWL MIN-
ISTRY will be meeting on Wednesday Decem-
ber 14 at 9:30-11:00 AM in the chapel. All knit-
ters and crocheters are welcome. If you want to 
learn to make prayer shawls, we would love to 
help you learn. Any questions, please call Con-
nie, 774-262-2512. 
 
PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING SEXU-
AL MISCONDUCT- If you are aware of an 
incident of sexual misconduct and the suspected 
offender is a priest, deacon, candidate, seminar-
ian, religious, lay minister, employee or volun-
teer, you are encouraged to report the matter to 
the Diocese of Worcester. The report can be 
made by phone, contact Judy Audette, Victims 
Assistance Coordinator, (508) 929-4363 or 
in writing, and sent to 49 Elm Street, Worces-
ter, MA 01609. 
 
ADVENT EVENING OF REFLECTION- St. 
George Church, 40 Brattle St., Worcester will 
hold an Advent Evening of Reflection 
on Monday, December 19 from 6:30- 8:00 PM. 
This is an opportunity to take time out to re-
member the intention of Advent season and pre-
pare for Christmas. Please come and join in 
prayer and reflection. 

Financial Report 
 

This weekend we received $8533.46. We also received: 
 
Candles- $1001.00  Stipends- $80.00 
Christmas Flowers- $10.00 
 
Total- $9624.46 Unrestricted– $9624.46 Restricted- $0.00 
  
Expenses–7416.86 
 
Schola (853.64) Altar (144.39) Cable/Phone/Internet (662.77) Ad-
ministration (2333.43) Church Gas (426.52) Rectory Gas (953.68) 
House (669.85) Postage (986.76) Light Repair (300.00)  Preserve 
the Flame (353.00) CCD (32.82) 
 
FOOD FOR THE POOR DONATIONS: $50 from a friend; 
$4320 from a friend; $100 from a friend; $1000 from a friend; $20 
from a friend; $150 from a friend; $1500 from a friend; $250 from 
a friend; $20 from a friend; $500 from a friend; $500 from a friend; 
$200 from a friend; $100 from a friend; $100 from a friend; $50 
from a friend; $100 from a friend; $100 from a friend; $20 IMO 
Edward Szczepaniak; $48 from Stop and Shop Bloomin 4 Good 
Program; $175 IMO Roger Marchand, Sr.; $50 IMO Suzanne Nich-
olas; $140 IMO Christopher and Patrick Johnson 
 
Food for the Poor: 
Income- $8508.00 
Expenses- $7911.07 
 
This weekend’s Second Collection is the Monthly Special Needs 
Offering. 

WORD OF LIFE: 
"Advent’s intention is to awaken the most profound and basic emotional memory 
within us, namely, the memory of the God who became a child. This is a healing 

memory; it brings hope." 
Pope Benedict XVI 

Our Parish Community… 
 

...Offers prayers and condolences to the families of Andrew 
Westberg, Stephen Haywood, Gaylord Perry and Christine 

McVie who have been born into eternal life. 
 

...Welcomes Ava Elizabeth Blanchard and Sophia Ryan 
McCormick who have entered the Catholic Community 

through the waters of Baptism. 
 


