
 

“To Preserve The Flame” 
SAINT JOHN’S CHURCH 

44 Temple St. Worcester, MA 01604 
Phone: 508-756-7165  Fax: 508-754-5153 

Parish Website www.stjohnsworcester.org  
Food for the Poor Website www.stjohnsfoodforthepoor.org 

Follow us on Instagram and share ―stjohnsworcester‖ 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Lord’s Day Masses 

Saturday Vigil: 4:15 & 7:15 

PM 

Sunday: 8 AM, 10:15 AM,  

12:15 PM & 7:15 PM 
Weekdays 

Monday-Friday 6:15 PM 
Holy Days  

Vigil 6:15 p.m. 
Holy Day 12:15, 6:15 p.m. 

PARISH STAFF 
Pastor 

Fr. John  Madden 
frjohnmadden@gmail.com 

 
Associate Pastor 

Fr. Jean Robert Simbert 
Brice 

 
Deacon 

Eduardas Meilus 
 

Coordinators of 
Religious Education 

Donna Mastrovito 
Dianne Gustowski 

 
Music Ministry 

Edward Lally, Director 
Lucia Clemente Falco, Asst. 

 
Sacristan 

Dolores Vito 
 

Rectory Office Hours:  
Tues.-Fri. 9 am -  4 pm 

Jimmy Archibald, Manager 
stjohnsworc@gmail.com 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday– 3 pm 

Monday—Wednesday 
After the 6:15 p.m. Mass 

 
Sacrament of Marriage 

Please contact the parish office 
at least one year prior to 
planned date of marriage 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

 Please visit the parish website 
under the ―Sacraments‖ tab 

 
Sacrament of the Sick 

Please contact the parish office 
 

Monthly Mass for Healing 
Followed by the Celebration  
Of the Sacrament of the Sick 

Fourth Monday of the Month 

January 15, 2023



Mass Intentions 
Saturday, January 14, 2023 
4:15 PM Patricia Seskes, req. by Marje and 
Paul Korpinen 
7:15 PM Joe Hickey and Dan Best, req. by 
Friends 
 
Sunday, January 15, 2023 
8 AM Norman Brenner, req. by Brenner 
Family 
10:15 AM James V. and Genevieve B. 
Powers, req. by Family; Cristina Olivo and 
Jose Canizares, req. by Family 
12:15 PM Anthony P. D’Elia (56th Anniv.), 
req. by Family 
7:15 PM Joshua and Sophia Kozaczka, req. 
by Family; Francesca Grimaldi (13th 
Anniv.), req. by Family 
 
Monday, January 16, 2023 
6:15 PM George Carreau, req. by Roy 
Funeral Home 
 
Tuesday, January 17, 2023 
6:15 PM Celia Polucha (Month’s Mind), req. 
by Friends 
 
Wednesday, January 18, 2023 
6:15 PM Rita Duffy (50th Anniv.), req. by 
Family; Deceased Persons with No One To 
Pray For  Them 
 
Thursday, January 19, 2023 
6:15 PM Patrick DiPierro, req. by Barbara 
Tini 
 
Friday, January 20, 2023 
6:15 PM Burton Blatt, req. by Family 
 
Saturday, January 21, 2023 
4:15 PM John and Jeanne Piecewicz, req. 
Family; Francisco Austriaco, req. by Family 
7:15 PM Scott Lindberg, req. by Friends 
 
Sunday, January 22, 2023 
8 AM In Thanksgiving of Fr. Madden, req. 
by Grateful Parishioners 
10:15 AM Joseph Gustowski (40th Anniv.), 
req. by Family; Patricia Carmichael, req. by 
Louise Faiola 
12:15 PM Peggy Sokolowski, req. by Family; 
Anoinette (8th Anniv.) and Kenneth (4th 
Anniv.) Sullivan, Helen Etre (15th Anniv.), 
req. by Family 
7:15 PM Joshua and Sophia Kozaczka, req. 
by Family; Simon Daigle, req. by Family 
 
The Rosary is prayed each weekday beginning 
with the Angelus at 5:50 p.m.  

Dear Friends in the Lord,  
 
 This week we began the liturgical season of Ordinary Time. 
However, this is a bit of a misnomer. We understand “ordinary” to 
mean normal and without any distinctive feature. However, it is 
called "ordinary" not because it is common but simply because the 
weeks of Ordinary Time are numbered. The Latin word ordinalis, 
which refers to numbers in a series, stems from the Latin 
word ordo, from which we get the English word order. Thus, the 
numbered weeks of Ordinary Time, in fact, represent the period in 
which we live our lives neither in feasting (as in the Christmas and 
Easter seasons) or in more severe penance (as in Advent and Lent). 
The Gospel of the specific year (Matthew is this year) is followed in 
order and calls us to a watchfulness and expectation of the Second 
Coming of Christ. However, today’s Gospel for the Second Sunday 
of Ordinary Time (which is actually the first Sunday celebrated in 
Ordinary Time) is from our patron, John and features John the Bap-
tist's acknowledgment of Christ as the Lamb of God. Displaying 
that for Catholics, Ordinary Time is the part of the year in which 
Christ, the Lamb of God, walks among us and transforms our lives. 
 
 Last Sunday’s Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord pre-
sented the Magi as reminders that all our lives are a journey. Please 
God, we travel from the weakness and vulnerability of the newborn 
child we once were to the weakness and vulnerability of the old per-
son we will become. Along the way, however long the journey, we 
come to see that there is nothing “ordinary” about growing from 
ignorance to wisdom, from selfishness to self-giving, and from un-
certainty to liberation. Few ventured on a journey as wide and var-
ied as Thomas Merton. Thankfully, he gained wonderful insight 
along the way and shared it freely with us: 
 

It seems to me that I have a greater peace and am close to God 
when I am not „trying to be a contemplative‟; or trying to be any-
thing special, but simply orientating my life fully and completely 

toward what seems to be required of a person like me at a time like 
this. 

 
 Everyone loves a great conversion story. St. Paul moves 
from persecutor to missionary; St Augustine from a lascivious life 
to a devout theologian and devoted Bishop; Dorothy Day from a 
rabble rouser to, well, a different type of rabble rouser. Personally, I 
am not sure these are accurate depictions of their conversions. I be-
lieve it was the example of the Christians that he was persecuting 
that prepared Paul for the event on the road to Damascus; it was 
Augustine’s firm commitment to the truth and the prayers of his 
mother, St. Monica that brought him to the waters of Baptism; it 
was seeing her neighbor, Mrs. Barrett kneeling by her bed and pray-
ing that touched the spark within the 8 year old Dorothy that grew 
until the birth of her daughter ignited a revolution of the heart. 
 
 For us, too, it is the common and normal events of our daily 
life that bring us close to God. Each of us, at this very moment, are 
where God wants us to be. God will most likely call us to move to 
another place. Yet, we will not hear that call unless we fully and 
completely serve Him in ordinary time.    
 
In Christ’s Peace,  Fr John Madden 



THIS WEEKEND’S HYMNS 
Int.: “All the earth, Lord, shall bow down in worship and 

singbefore You psalms in praise of the glory of Your Name, O 
God, Most High.” 

Op.: #765 The Baptist Bore Witness 
Ps 40, "Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.”  

Alleluia: The word of God became flesh and dwelt among us. 
To those who accepted Him, He gave power to become chil-

dren of God. 
Prep.: #585 I want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

Eucharistic Accs.: # 365, 366, 367, 381 
Comm.: Glory to God on High 

Cl.: #591 Praise to You, O Christ, Our Savior 
 

SUNDAY’S READINGS #1112 IN THE HYMNAL 
Is 49:3,5-6 
Psalm 40 

1 Cor 1:1-3 
Jn 1:29-34 

 
LIVE STREAMING MASSES can now be accessed through 
our parish website, stjohnsworcester.org, according to the fol-
lowing schedule: 

Weeknights at 6:15 p.m. 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4:15 p.m. 

Sunday Mass at 10:15 AM and 7:15 PM 
 

HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed at 11:30 AM on 
Sunday morning. Please enter off of Harding Street and pro-
ceed behind the rectory and church to the communion station.  
 
COME FOLLOW ME– St. John’s will be joining Insta-
gram.  We will be going live this Sunday, January 15.  We are 
doing so as part of our evangelization efforts. Please be sure 
to follow us and share on Instagram at “stjohnsworcester” this 
Sunday! 
 
ST. JOHN'S CYC BASKETBALL- Our CYC Basketball 
team is open to all boys ages 14-18 that are members of the 
parish and are not on a varsity basketball team at their High 
School. Please contact coach Ray at 508-612-6007 or email 
raym577@gmail.com if interested in playing, There is no cost 
to anyone who wants to play.  
 
MEN'S CONFERENCE KICK-OFF BREAKFAST - The 
Worcester Diocesan Catholic Men’s Conference will be holding 
a Kickoff Breakfast on Saturday, Jan. 28 at Christ the King 
Church, 1052 Pleasant St. Worcester, beginning with a Mass cel-
ebrated by Bishop McManus at 8:00 AM. Breakfast and a very 
brief overview of the 2023 Men’s Conference will follow. All 
current Parish Contacts, or anyone who would like to volunteer 
as a Parish Contact this year, are encouraged to attend. Pre-
registration is required. Please RSVP via email at tjar-
vis1618@gmail.com 

HAVE YOU SIGNED  UP FOR 
FORMED.ORG. AND DAILY ADVENT RE-
FLECTIONS ? Now is the time to join fellow 
parishioners of St John’s in signing up to have 
free, unlimited, no cost to you access to a wealth 
of information about our Catholic Faith. Using 
your browser from any device , go to 
Formed.org/signup, Enter 01604 select St John’s 
parish, then enter your name and email address 
and you’re in. No other passwords needed. To 
receive Daily Advent Reflections in your email, 
once you have access to the Formed.org plat-
form, using your browser, type in dai-
ly.formed.org. The sign up page will pop up and 
prompt you to fill in your email address. Then it 
will acknowledge receipt of your sign up. If you 
haven’t as of yet, please take advantage of our 
parish’s gift to you.  
 
VOCATION REFLECTION: SECOND 
SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - “To you 
who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus and 
called to be a holy people.” Could it be that you 
or someone in your family is being called to 
consider priesthood or consecrated life? Contact 
the Vocation Office at (508)-630-4473 or 
email: dinfante@saintpaulknights.org.  
 
ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS – 
if any member of the parish is applying for ad-
mission to the College of the Holy Cross, please 
contact Fr. Madden.  
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Grades 1-6– Sunday, January 22 9-10 AM in 
the Church Hall 
Grades 7-9– Sunday, January 22 11:15 AM - 
12:15 PM in the Church Hall. 
CONFIRMATON– Next class will be held Jan-
uary 17 from 6:15-8 PM. Class is held in the 
chapel and church hall and includes Mass.   
 
CLASSES FOR FIRST RECONCILIATION 
AND FIRST EUCHARIST continues this Sun-
day, January 15th at 9:00 AM in the Xavier 
Center. Children in second grade or older are 
invited to participate. If your child is currently 
attending weekly CCD, note that there is a sepa-
rate registration for sacrament classes.  The 
schedule of classes can also be found on the par-
ish website.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Donna Mastrovito via email at mastrovi-
to21@gmail.com or 508 450 8639. 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



In Our Catholic Community...  
 

OUR MONTHLY MASS FOR HEALING – will be 
celebrated on Monday, January 23. After the 6:15 PM 
Mass, the Sacrament of the Sick will be administered to 
those seeking God’s healing and merciful grace.  
 
ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITY… 
SAVE THE DATES - The Eucharist is the source and 
summit of our faith. Since the church is in the midst of a 
Eucharistic revival, St. John’s will be offering an adult faith 
formation opportunity focused on the Eucharist and it’s im-
portance to us and our faith. The program consists of four 
sessions every other week meeting in the rectory according 
to  the following schedule. Group one: Tuesdays at 4:30 
PM on March 14, March 28, April 11 and April 25 or 
Group two: Thursdays at 7:00 PM on March 16, March 30, 
April 13, April 27. Each session will include a 45 minute 
media presentation from the Augustine Institute, the organi-
zation that offers Formed to parishes such as ours, followed 
by opportunity for sharing and discussion. For more infor-
mation and to register for either group  please contact Dea-
con Ed at his email : deacon.ed.02@gmail.com 
 
VIANNEY DINNER - The next Vianney dinner is Thurs-
day, January 19 at the Holy Name of Jesus House of Stud-
ies at 51 Illinois St.. Please note the change of date.  These 
are nights for men, high school aged and up, interested in 
learning more about a priestly vocation.   You are welcome 
to come to all or part of the evening as your schedule al-
lows. 6:05 PM Mass, 6:30 PM dinner, and 7:00 PM so-
cial.  An RSVP is not needed but it is helpful in getting an 
accurate count for food. Please send us an email to get a 
proper headcount at director@worcestervocations.com. 
 
WANTED: DIRECTOR OF DIGITAL MARKETING 
& COMMUNICATIONS - Massachusetts Citizens for 
Life (MCFL) is looking for a Director of Digital Marketing 
& Communications. Reporting to the President, this part-
time and remote role (20 hours/week during regular busi-
ness hours) serves as a key member of MCFL’s leadership 
team. Details and application instructions 
at masscitizensforlife.org/employment. 
 
 

Financial Report 
 

This weekend we received $11,235.46. We also re-
ceived: 
 
Monthly- $1350.00 Restoration- $249.00 
Catholic U- $485.00 Reimb. For Showers- $155.83 
Donation- $2600.00 
 
Total- $16,075.29 Unrestricted– $15,341.29 Restricted
- $735.00 
  
Expenses–$11,331.34 
 
Schola (1111.04) Altar (368.28) House (442.52) Ad-
ministration (5468.89) Clergy Benefit Plan (1132.00) 
Funerals (152.80) Legal Expenses (1269.89) Catholic 
University (485.00) Church Alarm (125.00) Office 
(300.92) Copier (475.00) 
 
FOOD FOR THE POOR DONATIONS: $150 from 
a friend; $50 from a friend; $50 from a friend; $10 from 
a friend; $50 from a friend; $250 from a friend; $50 
from a friend; $75 IMO Jack Donahue; $500 from Na-
tional Grid; $25 IMO John Quinlivan; $100 IMO So-
phie Kozaczka 
 
Food for the Poor: 
Income- $11,985.00 
Expenses- $17,876.90 
Annual Appeal- $7975.93 
 
There is one collection this weekend. 

WORD OF LIFE: 
“Love proves itself by deeds, and how shall I prove mine? … I can prove my love 

only by scattering flowers, that is to say, by never letting slip a single little sacrifice, 
a single glance, a single word; by making profit of the very smallest actions, by do-
ing them all for love. I want to suffer and even rejoice for love, for this is my way of 

scattering flowers.” 
St. Therese of Lisieux 

Our Parish Community… 
 

...Offers prayers and condolences to the families of 
Jane Grant, Betty Carelli, Sean P. O’Shea, Geoffrey 

Beck, Lisa Marie Pressley, Lee Tinsley and Sr. Susanne 
Lachapelle who have been born into eternal life. 

 
 


