
 

“To Preserve The Flame” 
SAINT JOHN’S CHURCH 

44 Temple St. Worcester, MA 01604 
Phone: 508-756-7165  Fax: 508-754-5153 

Parish Website www.stjohnsworcester.org  
Food for the Poor Website www.stjohnsfoodforthepoor.org 

Follow us on Instagram at STJOHNSWORCESTER 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Lord’s Day Masses 

Saturday Vigil: 4:15 & 7:15 

PM 

Sunday: 8 AM, 10:15 AM,  

12:15 PM & 7:15 PM 
Weekdays 

Monday-Friday 6:15 PM 
Holy Days  

Vigil 6:15 p.m. 
Holy Day 12:15, 6:15 p.m. 

PARISH STAFF 
Pastor 

Fr. John  Madden 
frjohnmadden@gmail.com 

 
Associate Pastor 

Fr. Jean Robert Simbert Brice 
 

Assisting Priest 
Fr. Conrad Pecevich 

Deacon 
Eduardas Meilus 

 
Coordinators of 

Religious Education 
Donna Mastrovito 
Dianne Gustowski 

 
Music Ministry 

Edward Lally, Director 
Lucia Clemente Falco, Asst. 

 
Sacristan 

Dolores Vito 
 

Director of St. FX Center 
And Facilities Manager 

Tim Dunn 
 

Rectory Office Hours:  
Tues.-Fri. 9 am -  4 pm 

Jimmy Archibald, Manager 
stjohnsworc@gmail.com 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday– 3 pm 

Monday—Wednesday 
After the 6:15 p.m. Mass 

 
Sacrament of Marriage 

Please contact the parish office at 
least one year prior to planned 

date of marriage 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
 Please visit the parish website 

under the ―Sacraments‖ tab 
 

Sacrament of the Sick and 
Sacrament of Confirmation for 

adults (18+) 
Please contact the parish office 

 
Monthly Mass for Healing 
Followed by the Celebration  
Of the Sacrament of the Sick 

Fourth Monday of the Month 

March 12, 2023



Mass Intentions 
Saturday, March 11, 2023 
4:15 PM Ann Sullivan, req. by Family; Anthony, 
Anna and Olga Kersis, req. by Family 
7:15 PM Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. O’Coin, req. by 
Family 
 
Sunday, March 12, 2023 
8 AM Scott Lindberg, req. by Family 
10:15 AM Mary and Kevin Carroll, req. by Family; 
Joseph and Edna Gustowski, req. by Family; 
Eduardo Canizares and Lenin Almeida, req. by 
Family 
12:15 PM John “Jay” Eager (3rd Anniv.), Deborah 
Wynan and James St. Francis, req. by Family; The 
Dailida and Kulunas Families, req by Children and 
Grandchildren 
7:15 PM Joshua and Sophia Kozaczka, req. by 
Family; Pete Donovan, req. by Dave Young 
 
Monday, March 13, 2023 
6:15 PM Joseph Pezzalla, req. by Family 
 
Tuesday, March 14, 2023 
6:15 PM Deceased Persons who have no one to pray 
for them, req. by Friends; Bill Pugliese, Jr., req. by 
Family 
 
Wednesday, March 15, 2023 
6:15 PM Frank Wright, req. by Family 
 
Thursday, March 16, 2023 
6:15 PM David Ramelli, req. by Family 
 
Friday, March 17, 2023 
6:15 PM Nicole Kalagher (2nd Anniv.), req. by 
Family 
 
Saturday, March 18, 2023 
4:15 PM Carl P. Steele (6th Anniv.), req. by Family;  
Fr. Mike McEwen, req by Richard Ciambrone and 
Mary Piecewicz 
7:15 PM Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. O’Coin, req. by 
Family 
 
Sunday, March 19, 2023 
8 AM Lucy Trepkus Thompson, req. by daughter 
Barbara 
10:15 AM Donna Mulcahy (4th Anniv), req. by 
Family; Robert and Rita O’Leary, req. by Family 
12:15 PM William A. and Margaret Riggieri, req. by 
Family; Kathleen Donahue Jones (5th Anniv),  req 
by family 
7:15 PM Joshua and Sophia Kozaczka, req by family 
The Rosary is prayed each weekday beginning with 
the Angelus at 5:50 p.m.  

Dear Friends in the Lord, 
 
This weekend we conclude the 100th Anniversary of the 
Novena of Grace in Honor of St. Francis Xavier. It has 
been an inspirational and productive time. My sincerest 
thanks to all those who make “the Novena” an enormous 
blessing for St. John’s Church: Fr. Brice and Deacon Ed, 
Dolores and her team of liturgical ministers, Eddie and 
his team of music ministers, Bobby and his team of ush-
ers and George, our one man welcoming team. Our deep-
est gratitude to Frank Carroll, who is the person who has 
done more to promote and develop the Novena than any-
one, except perhaps his patron, Francis Xavier himself.  
 
An additional blessing to go along with the 100th Annual 
Novena will take place this Sunday at 1:15 p.m. in the St. 
Francis Xavier Center – courtesy of the College of the 
Holy Cross – all are welcome: 
 

Bringing The Holy Land Home: The Cru-
sades, Chertsey Abbey, and The Reconstruc-

tion of a Medieval Masterpiece 
Presenters – Salim Metri (HC’23) and Tristan Salerio 

(HC’23).  
 
The exhibit explores the impact of art objects manufac-
tured in the eastern Mediterranean on the visual culture 
of medieval England and western Europe. At its center 
are an iconic set of mold-made tiles, discovered at Chert-
sey Abbey outside of London, but probably commis-
sioned for London’s Westminster Palace around 1250. 
Excavated from the ruined site of Chertsey Abbey in the 
19th century, the original composition of the fragmented 
tiles has been reconstructed, including their lost Latin 
texts. The reconstruction has demonstrated not only that 
the entire mosaic addressed the theme of the crusades, 
but also that its design evoked that of imported eastern 
Mediterranean silks.  
 
Throughout the past two semesters, Professor Amanda 
Luyster (Visual Arts), has been working collaboratively 
with Research Associates and CBL students to construct 
the "Bringing the Holy Land Home" exhibition, which 
reveals the impact that art objects manufactured far 
away, particularly in the Byzantine and Islamic Mediter-
ranean, had on the medieval visual culture of England 
and western Europe more broadly. This exhibition draws 
from the collections of the British Museum, the Metro-
politan Museum of Art, the Morgan Library & Museum 
in New York City, the Dumbarton Oaks Collection in 
Washington, DC, Harvard University Art Museums, the 
Boston Museum of Fine Arts, and the Worcester Art Mu-
seum.  
 
In Christ’s Peace, 
Fr John Madden  



THIS WEEKEND’S HYMNS 
Int.: “When I prove My holiness among you, I will gather 
you from all the foreign nations, and upon you I will pour 
clean water and clense you from all your impurities and I 
will grant forgiveness; and I will give you a new spirit.” 

Op.: #707 I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 
Ps 95 “If today you hear his voice, harden not your 

hearts.”  
Gospel Acclamation: “Lord, you are truly the Savior of 
the world; give me living water, that I may never thirst 

again.” 
Prep.: O Father, St. Francis 

Eucharistic Accs.: # 304, 217, 370, 311 
Comm.: Ps 63 Song of David in the Wilderness 

Cl.: Holy God, We Praise Thy Name 
 

SUNDAY’S READINGS #1133 IN THE HYMNAL 
Ex 17:3-7 
Psalm 95 

Rom 5:1-2, 5-8 
Jn 5:5-42 

 
LIVE STREAMING MASSES can now be accessed 
through our parish website, stjohnsworcester.org, ac-
cording to the following schedule: 

Weeknights at 6:15 p.m. 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4:15 p.m. 

Sunday Mass at 10:15 AM and 7:15 PM 
 
THE 100th ANNUAL NOVENA IN HONOR OF ST. 
FRANCIS XAVIER concludes this weekend with Ben-
ediction and Novena Prayers at 2:15 PM on Saturday 
followed by the normal weekend Mass schedule.. There 
are flyers at the entrances to the church with a full 
schedule of preachers. Novena booklets are also availa-
ble.  All are welcome to attend. 
 
RAILERS GAME FREE TICKETS - on Saturday 
March 18th, thanks to Paul Scully & Country Bank, the 
Railers are having a Special Jersey Night with proceeds 
from the shirts going to Be Like Brit. I have tickets for 
that night and was wondering if you/your family/friends 
would like to attend as my guests? Here is the link for 
free tickets: https://fevo.me/blb then enter BLB where it 
says, "Enter Code Here". 
 
THE IGNATIAN VOLUNTEER CORPS will be 
sponsoring a virtual information night on Thursday af-
ternoon, March 21 @ 4pm. Please post this announce-
ment in your parish bulletins on Sunday, March 12 and 
Sunday, March 19. In New England we currently have 
53 volunteers assisting 30 non-profit organizations, 
schools, and parishes. Contact Dave for further infor-
mation at dhinchen@ivcusa.org. 

VOCATION REFLECTION: THIRD SUNDAY 
OF LENT – “But whoever drinks the water I shall 
give, will never thirst.”  Are you thirsting for an un-
derstanding of your vocation?  If you think Jesus may 
be inviting you to the priesthood or consecrated life, 
contact the Vocation Office at (508)-630-4473 or send 
an email to dinfante@saintpaulknights.org. 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Grades 1-6– Sunday, March 12, 9-10 AM in the 
Church Hall 
Grades 7-9– Sunday, March 12, 11:15 AM - 12:15 
PM in the Church Hall. 
CONFIRMATON– Next class will be held March 21 
from 6:15-8 PM.  
 
CLASSES FOR FIRST RECONCILIATION AND 
FIRST EUCHARIST  continues this weekend at 
9:00 AM in the Xavier Center. The schedule of classes 
can also be found on the parish website.   
 

LENTEN REGULATIONS FOR 2023 
All Fridays in Lent are days of abstinence for all who 
have completed their 14th year.  On Week Days of 
Lent there is no obligation to fast. However, voluntary 
acts of self-denial are recommended. Voluntary Self-
Denial may include, in addition to fasting, participa-
tion in daily Mass, spiritual studies, Lenten Devotions, 
Stations of the Cross, saying the Rosary, deeds of 
mercy and kindness.   

DEEDS OF MERCY AND KINDNESS: 
Rice Bowls will be available on the back tables of the 
Church and at the rectory. You are invited to place the 
money you would have spent on what you “give up” 
for Lent into the bowls, or a separate envelope, which 
will support the great work done by Catholic Relief 
Services. 

ST. JOHN’S LENTEN DEVOTIONS 
The Stations of the Cross are celebrated every Friday 
in Lent after the 6:15 PM  Mass, except on the Friday 
of the Novena, March 10th.   

 

HAVE YOU SIGNED  UP FOR FORMED.ORG. 
AND DAILY REFLECTIONS ? Using your brows-
er from any device , go to Formed.org/signup, Enter 
01604 select St John’s parish, then enter your name 
and email address and you’re in. No other passwords 
needed. To receive Daily Advent Reflections in your 
email, once you have access to the Formed.org plat-
form, using your browser, type in daily.formed.org. 
The sign up page will pop up and prompt you to fill in 
your email address. Then it will acknowledge receipt 
of your sign up. If you haven’t as of yet, please take 
advantage of our parish’s gift to you.  

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 



In Our Catholic Community...  
OUR MONTHLY MASS FOR HEALING – will be 
celebrated on Monday, March 27. After the 6:15 PM 
Mass, the Sacrament of the Sick will be administered to 
those seeking God’s healing and merciful grace.  
 
ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITY… 
SAVE THE DATES - The Eucharist is the source and 
summit of our faith. Since the church is in the midst of a 
Eucharistic revival, St. John’s will be offering an adult 
faith formation opportunity focused on the Eucharist and 
it’s importance to us and our faith. The program consists 
of four sessions every other week meeting in the rectory 
according to the following schedule. Group one: Tuesdays 
at 4:30 PM on March 14, March 28, April 11 and April 25 
or Group two: Thursdays at 7:00 PM on March 16, March 
30, April 13, April 27. Each session will include a 45 mi-
nute media presentation from the Augustine Institute, the 
organization that offers Formed to parishes such as ours, 
followed by opportunity for sharing and discussion. For 
more information and to register for either group  please 
contact Deacon Ed at his email : deacon.ed.02@gmail.com 
 
MUSIC AND PRAYER NIGHT IN WORCESTER - 
Join us for a night of prayer and music on Thursday, Mar. 
16 at 6:30 pm at St. George Church, 40 Brattle St., 
Worcester. There will be three short vignettes of prayer 
and reflection arranged with our spiritual growth ministry 
followed by music related to the scripture passage from 
our contemporary music group. The reading, reflection 
and music will be followed by a social gathering and 
snacks downstairs hosted by Emmaus Ministry. Take a 
break and come try this unique way to spend some time in 
prayer and song this Lent. We hope you can join us! 
 
DIOCESAN MASS FOR LIFE - The annual Mass for 
Life will be celebrated by Bishop Robert J. McManus 
on Friday, Mar. 24 at 10:00 am at the Cathedral of St. 
Paul.  All are invited to join students from our Catholic 
schools who will be our special guests.  The Diocese of 
Worcester’s annual Pro-Life Awards will also be present-
ed at this Mass.  All are welcome to attend! 
 
OUR LADY OF CZESTOCHOWA PARISH in 
Worcester has a few seats available for their pilgrimage to 
Northern Poland and Lithuania from June 30 to July 13, 
2023. For more information please contact Christine at 
508-865-9390 or visit  www.olcworcester.com  

Financial Report 
 

This weekend we received $13,775.00. We also received: 
 
Monthly- $1069.00  Restoration- $806.00 
Candles- $668.00  Stipends- $170.00 
Novena- $2442.00  Flowers- $20.00 
Latin America- $381.00 Free Press- $78.00 
 
Total- $19,409.00 Unrestricted– $18,222.00 Restricted- 
$1187.00 
  
Expenses–$14,595.58 
 
Schola (1125.00) Altar (859.06) Administration 
(6231.35) Clergy Benefit Plan (1132.00) Funerals 
(352.80) Maintenance (621.83) Church Hall Repair 
(478.34) Plowing (3200.00) Fire Alarm Repair (235.00) 
Advertising (250.00) 
 
FOOD FOR THE POOR DONATIONS: $50 from a 
friend; $25 from a friend; $100 from a friend; $25 from a 
friend; $100 from a friend; $50 from a friend; $50 from a 
friend; $10 from a friend; $50 from a friend; $50 from a 
friend; $250 from a friend; $75 IMO Judith Griffin; $100 
from AOH Division #36; $25 IMO Gary Power; $100 
from the Little Franciscans of Mary; $25 IMO Mary 
Bradshaw and Catherine Petty 
 
Food for the Poor: 
 
Income- $2953.00 
Expenses- $6416.16 
 
This weekends second collection is the Novena Offering. 
 
 

WORD OF LIFE: 
“Those who love God are happy and blessed. They do as our Lord himself tells us in the Gospel, 

You shall love the Lord your God with your whole heart, and with your whole soul, . . . and 
your neighbor as yourself. We must love God . . . and adore him with a pure heart and mind, 

because this is what he seeks above all else.” 
St. Francis Xavier 

Our Parish Community… 
 

...Offers prayers and condolences to the families 
of Leo Tivnan and Thomas Sizemore, Jr. who 

have been born into eternal life. 
 
  
 


