
 

“To Preserve The Flame” 
SAINT JOHN’S CHURCH 

44 Temple St. Worcester, MA 01604 
Phone: 508-756-7165  

Fax: 508-754-5153 
Parish Website www.stjohnsworcester.org  

Food for the Poor Website www.stjohnsfoodforthepoor.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Lord’s Day Masses 

Saturday Vigil: 4:15 & 7:15 

PM 

Sunday: 8 AM, 10:15 AM,  

12:15 PM & 7:15 PM 
Weekdays 

Monday-Friday 6:15 PM 
Holy Days  

Vigil 6:15 p.m. 
Holy Day 12:15, 6:15 p.m. 

PARISH STAFF 
Pastor 

Fr. John  Madden 
frjohnmadden@gmail.com 

 
Associate Pastor 

Fr. Jean Robert Simbert Brice 
 

Deacon 
Eduardas Meilus 

 
Coordinators of 

Religious Education 
Donna Mastrovito 
Dianne Gustowski 

 
Music Ministry 

Edward Lally, Director 
Lucia Clemente Falco, Asst. 

 
Sacristan 

Dolores Vito 
 

Director of St. FX Center 
And Facilities Manager 

Tim Dunn 
 
 
 

Rectory Office Hours:  
Tues.-Fri. 9 am -  4 pm 

Jimmy Archibald, Manager 
stjohnsworc@gmail.com 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday– 3 pm 

Monday—Wednesday 
After the 6:15 p.m. Mass 

 
Sacrament of Marriage 

Please contact the parish office 
at least one year prior to 
planned date of marriage 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

 Please visit the parish website 
under the “Sacraments” tab 

 
Sacrament of the Sick 

Please contact the parish office 
 

Monthly Mass for Healing 
Followed by the Celebration  
Of the Sacrament of the Sick 

Fourth Monday of the Month 

March 3, 2024



Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, March 2, 2024 
4:15 PM All Souls in Purgatory and Deceased 
Members of F.O.S.S.; Dorothy Fresolo, req. by Family 
7:15 PM Sophie Kozaczka, req. by Family 
 
Sunday, March 3, 2024 
8 AM Susan Wright (15th Anniv.), req. by Family; 
Ernie and Bernie Lajoie, req. by Family 
10:15 AM Barbara, John and Sandra Jacques, req. by 
Family; Leo J. Tivnan, req. by Family 
12:15 PM Jay Eager, req. by Family; Emilia Garofoli 
(16th Anniv.), req. by Family 
7:15 PM Joann Brosnan (5th Anniv.), req. by Family 
 
Monday, March 4, 2024 
9:15 AM John O’Malley, req. by David Shea and Erin 
O’Connell 
12:15 PM Mary I. and John J. Welsh, Nolan Miller, 
req. by Family 
6:15 PM Gaetano Corso, req. by Friends 
 
Tuesday, March 5, 2024 
9:15 AM Paul Letsky, req. by Friends 
12:15 PM John Sofrin, req. by Friends 
6:15 PM Sandra Johns, req. by Family 
 
Wednesday, March 6, 2024 
9:15 AM Blanca Ortega, req. by Friends 
12:15 PM Andrew Stencel, req. by Parents 
6:15 PM Sam Kumar, req. by David Shea 
 
Thursday, March 7, 2024 
9:15 AM Sophie Groccia (101st B-day Remembrance), 
req. by Family 
12:15 PM Msgr. Ed Tinsley, req. by Friends 
6:15 PM Fr. Jim Hoey, req. by Friends 
 
Friday, March 8, 2024 
9:15 AM Deacon Paul Dacri, req. by Friends 
12:15 PM Louis and Mary Divirgilio, req. by Family 
6:15 PM William Kennedy, req. by Family 
 
Saturday, March 9, 2024 
4:15 PM Miguel Gilardez (8th Anniv.), req. by Family; 
Raymond P. Turgeon, Sr., req. by Family 
7:15 PM Sophie Kozaczka, req. by Family; Mr. and 
Mrs. Joseph P. O’Coin, req. by Family 
 
Sunday, March 10, 2024 
8 AM Fr. Walter Riley, req. by Mastrovito Family 
10:15 AM Joseph and Edna Gustowski, req. by Family; 
Stanley and Eleanor Wolosz, req. by Family 
12:15 PM William Dee (2nd Anniv.), req. by Family; 
Stella Mae Stake, req. by David Shea and Erin O’Connell 
7:15 PM Michael Lewis, req. by Friends 
 
The Rosary is prayed each weekday beginning with the 
Angelus at 5:50 p.m.  
 

Dear Friends in the Lord, 
 
We have a good size community group participating in the 
Hallow app’s Pray40 challenge. There is still time to sign 
up and join us, too. If I could tell you how to gain access 
to the app, I certainly would. I do know that it is free until 
Easter Sunday and that if you go to @stjohnsworcester on 
Instagram you will find clear instructions. While you are 
there, be sure to follow, tag, and share. I do not know what 
that means, but if it helps St. John’s then I am all for it. 
 
Back to the Pray40 Challenge. On Thursday we hear a 
“Surrender Story.” This week’s was from Jim Wahlberg. 
St. Theresa of Calcutta visited the prison in which he was 
residing. First, she declined a seat of honor next to the 
Cardinal in order to kneel and pray with the inmates. 
Then, in speaking to them, St. Theresa assured the inmates 
that they were loved by God, that they were his children. 
After the visit, Wahlberg said to the prison chaplain, I 
need to know more about this Jesus that she’s talking 
about. Me, too.  
 
The invitation of the Season of Lent is for us to know 
more about who Jesus truly is. The story in today’s Gospel 
passage of the Samaritan Women at the Well is quite reve-
latory. Jesus ignores many of the social conventions of his 
day, specifically, regarding gender, ethnicity and holiness, 
in conversing with her. Yet, as shocking as this was to the 
disciples, it was very effective.  
 
Those of you who access content from Word on Fire know 
that one of the temptations which Bishop Barron consist-
ently warns against is to “domesticate” Jesus. He’s right. 
We are tempted to put n Jesus in a box in order that we 
can be comfortable with him. Often enough the challenge 
which comes with being made in the likeness of God leads 
us to try and make God in our image. Conversely, Jesus is 
unconcerned about his image. His sole concern and singu-
lar focus is to reveal that his Father is slow to anger, rich 
in kindness and filled with mercy. 
 
When the Samaritan woman came to know more about 
this Jesus, she spread the word throughout her town and 
others came to know Him, as well. I know that we are up 
to the challenge ourselves. 
 
On a different note, many of you are aware that the annual 
Partners in Charity appeal is underway. Thanks to those 
who have already donated. Our goal is $76,600 which is 
the same as it has been for the past several years. Already 
we are at $23,109. Thanks very much, your generosity is 
remarkable. 
 
In Christ’s Peace, 
Fr John Madden 



THIS WEEKEND’S HYMNS 
 

Entrance Song: I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say #707 
Psalm 95 

Resp: “If today you hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts.” 

Offertory: O God, You Search Me #550 
Sanctus: #304 

Mystery of Faith: #217 Save us, Savior of the World 
Amen: Danish #370 

Breaking of the Bread: Angus Dei #311 
Communion: Jesus, Ever-Flowing Fountain #933 
“Jesus, ever-flowing fountain, Give us water from 

Your well. In the gracious gift You offer there is joy 
no tongue can tell.” 

Sending Forth: Leaving Her Water Jar Behind #912 
 

TODAY’S READINGS ARE AT #1033  IN THE 
HYMNAL 
Ex 20:1-17 

1 Cor 1:22-25 
Jn 2:13-25 

 
VOCATION REFLECTION – THIRD SUNDAY 
OF LENT – “Destroy this temple, and in three days 
I will raise it up.” Does a life dedicated to furthering 
the grace of reconciliation in Christ for others appeal 
to you? Consider answering the call to the priest-
hood and serve God and His people. Talk to your 
priest or reach out to the Vocation Office at (508) 
630-4473or send an email to Fr. Infante at dinfan-
te@saintpaulknights.org 
 
ONTO THE NEXT 100 YEARS- The 101st annu-
al Novena in honor of St. Francis Xavier begins this 
Monday, March 4 and runs through Tuesday, March 
12th. Masses will be celebrated weekdays at 9:15 
AM, 12:15 and 6:15 PM.  The weekend Mass sched-
ule remains the same, except that on Saturday, 
March 9th there will be Benediction and Novena 
Prayers at 2:15 PM. Masses will be livestreamed on 
the parish website weekdays at 12:15 and 6:15 PM, 
Saturday at 4:15 PM and Sunday at 10:15 AM and 
7:15 PM. There are flyers and Novena booklets at 
the entrances to the church with a full schedule of 
preachers. All are welcome to attend. 
 
THE ST. RAFQA PRAYER SHAWL MINIS-
TRY will be meeting on Wednesday, March 13 
from 9:30-11:00 AM in the chapel downstairs. All 
knitters and crocheters are welcome! We can teach 
you how to knit! Any questions call Connie 774-262
-2512  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Grades 1-6- Next class is Sunday, March 3 at 9 AM in 
the church hall. 
Grades 7-9–  Next class is Sunday, March 3 at 11:15 AM 
in the church hall. 
Confirmation– Next class is Tuesday, March 19 starting 
with Mass in the Chapel.  
 
FIRST RECONCILIATION/FIRST EUCHARIST 
REGISTRATION - Classes continue this weekend from 
9:00-10:00 at the Xavier Center.  If you have any ques-
tions, feel free to email Donna Mastrovito at mastrovi-
to21@gmail.com or call at 508 450 8639. 
 
THE HALLOW APP-  Have you ever struggled in your 
prayer life and found yourself wanting to strengthen it, 
especially during the season of Lent? Well this year we 
are very fortunate to offer all parishioners access to the 
@hallowapp for the 40 days of Lent. You will have ac-
cess to all of the wonderful resources including the 
Pray40 challenge in which a number of parish members 
and friends are participating. Hallow is the # 1 Catholic 
prayer app in the country. Join us and help this be your 
best Lent ever! 
 
DIACONATE INFORMATION NIGHT - Want to 
know more about becoming a deacon? A diaconate Infor-
mation night will be held on Monday, March 4 from 6 to 
8 PM at St Anthony of Padua Parish, 24 Dudley Hill 
Road, Dudley 
 

LENTEN REGULATIONS FOR 2024 
All Fridays in Lent are days of abstinence for all who 
have completed their 14th year.  On Week Days of Lent 
there is no obligation to fast. However, voluntary acts of 
self-denial are recommended. Voluntary Self-Denial may 
include, in addition to fasting, participation in daily Mass, 
spiritual studies, Lenten Devotions, Stations of the Cross, 
saying the Rosary, deeds of mercy and kindness. Easter 
Duty Obligation must be made from the first Sunday in 
Lent (Feb 26) through Trinity Sunday (May 26). 
  

DEEDS OF MERCY AND KINDNESS: 
Rice Bowls will be available on the back tables of the 
Church and at the rectory. You are invited to place the 
money you would have spent on what you “give up” for 
Lent into the bowls, or a separate envelope, which will 
support the great work done by Catholic Relief Services. 
 

ST. JOHN’S LENTEN DEVOTIONS 
The Stations of the Cross are celebrated every Friday in 
Lent after the 6:15 PM Mass, except on the Friday of the 
Novena, March 8th.   

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 



In Our Catholic Community...  
 

OUR MONTHLY MASS FOR HEALING – will 
be celebrated Monday, March 25. After the 6:15 
PM Mass, the Sacrament of the Sick will be admin-
istered to those seeking God’s healing and merciful 
grace.  
 
ST. JOHN’S SOCIAL COMMITTEE is hosting a 
bus trip to the Divine Mercy Shrine in Stockbridge 
on Sunday, April 14th.  The cost is $55 per person 
which includes round trip on coach bus, dinner at the 
Golden Corral in Springfield (all you can eat buffet, 
coffee, tea or soft drinks, dessert, tax, & all gratuities 
are included). The Bus will leave St. John’s at 11 AM 
and return around 7 PM. Dinner will be around 4:30 
PM at the restaurant. To reserve seats, make checks 
payable to St. John’s Church and either mail or drop 
off at the rectory. Include your telephone number, 
first and last names of who will be attending and put 
in envelope, attention Judy Burke.   Checks need to 
be in by April 01.  Any questions call Judy at 508 
478-9813. 
 
2024 CATHOLIC MEN'S CONFERENCE-
 Saturday, March 16th at DCU Center in Worcester. 
Speakers include James Wahlberg, the "Dynamic 
Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers and Michael Nicholson, 
former St. John's Asst. Principal & current Principal 
of Xaverian HS. Join other men from throughout the 
state and renew your faith during the Lenten season. 
Tickets can be purchased on our website 
at catholicmenworc.com or email our parish contact 
BobSpellane@gmail.com  
 
HOLY HOUR TO PRAY FOR PRIESTS - 
On Friday, March 8 from 7 - 8 pm, a Holy Hour to 
pray for priests will take place at Immaculate Con-
ception Church on 353 Grove St., Worcester. The 
Holy Hour consists of time for silent Adoration, a 
short reflection, the Rosary, and Benediction. Please 
join us to pray for our priests. Repeats every second 
Friday of the month  

Financial Report 
 

Last weekend we received $11,205.00.  We also received: 
Stipends- $775.00  Payroll Xfer- $5349.88 
Latin America- $447.00 Free Press- $206.00 
Donation- $900.00 
 
Total- $18,882.88 Unrestricted- $18,435.88 Restricted- 
$447.00 
 
Expenses- $25,585.86 
Fire Extinguisher Annual Maintenance (570.00) Administra-
tion (7155.12) Schola (1317.84) Cable/Phone/Internet 
(617.28) State Payroll Taxes (1426.54) Website (97.18) Fu-
nerals (225.00) Church Gas (1543.85) Rectory Gas (1932.07) 
Stipends (660.00) House (505.31) Haitian Apostolate 
(532.00) Federal Payroll Taxes (6493.20) Altar (279.40) Lith-
uanian Donation (530.00)Postage (143.07) Latin America 
(447.00) Preserve the Flame (344.00) 
 
FOOD FOR THE POOR DONATIONS: $150 from a 
friend; $100 from a friend; $100 from a friend; $200 from a 
friend; $200 from a friend; $25 from a friend; $70 IMO Susan 
Pressey; $50 IMO John Roberts; $960 from Venerini Acade-
my Free Throws for Charity; $100 IMO Paul F. Jackson 
 
Food for the Poor 
Income– $2280.23 Expenses- $5244.65 
 
This weekend’s second collection is the Monthly Special 
Needs Offering. 
 
YEAR TO DATE – in the month of February, we had a cash 
operating loss of $26,259.41. A significant factor was there 
was a glitch in the diocesan billing system, so we need to pay 
two months of diocesan bills (insurances on the buildings and 
properties, health insurance for employees, etc). This leaves a 
deficit of $2,342.42 halfway through FY 2023/2024. Many 
thanks for all your support of St. John’s.  

WORD OF LIFE 
"The fast of Lent has no advantage to us unless it brings about our spiritual renew-
al. It is necessary while fasting to change our whole life and practice virtue. Turning 
away from all wickedness means keeping our tongue in check, restraining our an-
ger, avoiding all gossip, lying and swearing. To abstain from these things—herein 

lies the true value of the fast." 
St. John Chrysostom 

Our Parish Community… 
 

...Offers prayers and condolences to the families of Richard 
Lewis, Thomas Chviruk, Charles Russell and Edward Lind-

berg who have been born into eternal life. 


