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A D U L T  F A I T H  F O R M A T I O N

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It seems that I blinked my eyes and in an instant a whole year had passed by. I cannot believe 
it’s been 14 months since I arrived to the parish. After just a year, I’ve had so many wonderful 
blessings and gifts from God. Every day of this past year I saw translucent manifestations of 
God’s loving presence in this parish.

Upon my arrival I found friendly faces, helpful hands, and joyful hearts. During this year 
many wonderful friendships have been crafted and many, many fruits of the Spirit are already 
flourishing in the life of the community.

As I see a year in review, I contemplate with great joy the many different pastoral initiatives 
we’ve had and the wonderful response from the community. We have a renewed Parish 
Council, as well as a renewed Finance committee. We’ve almost tripled the number of 
extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist. We have a few new ministries as well—Liturgy, 
Baptism prep, Visitation of the Homebound, Leadership, Stewardship, and Sacristans. We are 
working on the creation of many more ministries in the coming months. As a family of faith, 
we also celebrated with joy the 100th anniversary of the Catholic Women’s Council last fall.

During this past year we said “good bye” to Deacon Michael and “welcome” to Deacon Patrick 
and to Seminarian Luke. Deacon Patrick has been a wonderful addition to the pastoral life of 
our parish and Luke continues to be part of our parish as he is back to Seminary in Boston. 

In the community life, there were dinners, raffles, and several activities that brought us 
together for fellowship. In our Spiritual life we celebrated the great feasts of the liturgical 
year with love and devotion. We also had many first time celebrations in our parish—Corpus 
Christi, 24 hour Adoration, Blessing of the Pets, Blessing with the Relic of a Saint, and 
Divine Mercy Sunday celebration, just to mention a few. Financially, we were able to be on 
top of our obligations. We are not yet where I’d like us to be, but with your generosity we’ve 
accomplished so much. Our buildings are still in need of costly repairs and upkeep, but I know 
that together we can continue working to secure our buildings for the generations to come.

Just in a year, just in the blink of an eye, I have seen so much grace, so many blessings, so 
many wonderful things happening at St. Denis. I am not only proud, but humbled to be your 
priest, your “Father.”

Have a wonderful fall season and join us as we fulfill our mission to “Go and Make Disciples.”

Love you all,  

Fr. Juan Escudero

Staff hard at work...
...planning for the coming year. 
We hope you’ll join us for all we 
have planned! See inside for 
what’s coming up.   v

Best Wishes Luke!
We wish Luke 
Johnson all 
the best as 
he returns to 
seminary. It 
was a pleasure 

having him with us for the 
summer. Please keep Luke and 
all those entering into vocations 
in your prayers.  v

Welcome Deacon Patrick!
In July we 
welcomed 
Deacon Patrick 
Stewart and his 
wife Lisa to our 
St. Denis parish 

family. Deacon and his wife 
were formerly attending at  
St. Patrick’s in Northbridge.  
We are so happy to have them 
both with us!  v

It’s Official!
Congratulations to Fr. Juan as 
the Bishop has officially named 
him Pastor of St. Denis. We look 
forward to having him with us 
for many years to come.   v

SCHEDULE CHANGES
Weekday Masses
Mon, Tues & Wed - 8:30am
New - Weekly Holy Hour
Every Wednesday - 7:00pm 
One hour of directed prayer in 
adoration.  
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Every Sunday - 10:15 Mass  v

v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v 

We can’t wait to see you!  — Fr. Juan & Staff
v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v 

Starting Oct. 15th... THE MASS
6 Week Series - Tuesdays Oct. 15th to Nov. 19th
7:00pm in the Gathering Room - Refreshments Served

Join Fr. Juan, Bob Lafond and Earl Mathews as we gain a better 
understanding of the Mass, and a new perspective on the central 
act of worship, prayer and communion for all Catholics. Visit 
SaintDenisChurch.com/the-mass-1 for more information.  v
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Face Painting, Ice Cream 
Truck, Bouncy House, 
Games, and  Team 
Cornhole Tournament

Corpus Christi – Procession and 
Overnight Adoration
“What an amazing opportunity – to spend a part 
of the night in the true presence of Jesus... I’m so 
thankful for this new celebration at St. Denis.”    
— Bernie Murphy

Adult Faith Formation
Our 5 part MASS Series grew to 6 sessions, and 
our Annual Campfire featured casual Catholic 
trivia, conversation and s’mores.

Coming Soon... New Database!
Thanks for completing the Census Survey this spring – we will be rolling 
out the new database within the next few weeks.

Restoration of Our Statues and Stations
These precious icons of our faith have been professionally cleaned and 
restored; they have so much more emotion and presence! 

Thanks to 
Todd Migliacci for a 
spectacular Magic Show!

Family Fun Day

Ham & Bean Supper

Our Spiritual Journey from Easter...

BEFORE AFTER



Save these Dates!

...toward  ADVENT

     Pancake Breakfast 
      with Santa                     
          Saturday December 7th  
                     9:00 to 11:30 am 
                     Santa and his elves will  
                be visiting our Church Hall  
            for a yummy pancake  
          breakfast as well as photo  
    opportunities, so remember 
to bring your camera to take 
pictures!  Watch for more info  
and tickets coming soon.   
Adults - $6 
Children (10 and under) - $4

Blessing of the Pets 
Sunday October 6th - 12:00 pm 
Join us with your pets in front of the 
Church as Fr. Juan invokes a special 
blessing on humans and animals 
from St. Francis of Assisi.

Feast Day of St. Denis 
All Masses November 2nd & 3rd 
Celebrate both the feast day of  
St. Denis (Oct. 9th) and 
commemorate the laying of the 
foundation of our church 149 years 
ago. Pastries and refreshments to 
follow each Mass in the Gathering 
Room.

Holiday Fair 
Saturday November 2nd 
9:00 am to 2:00 pm  
The Catholic Women’s Council 
Annual Holiday Fair is not to be 
missed! The Church Hall and 
Gathering Room are filled with 
handmade crafts, specialty food 
items, jewelry and other holiday 
items. Raffle prizes, children’s games 
and face painting, and a delicious 
luncheon are also available.

Make an Advent Wreath! 
Saturday November 16 - 5:00 pm  
Make it a family affair or come on your own. 
Join us in the Church Hall and learn about the 
history and tradition behind the Advent Wreath.  
What a beautiful way to kick off this most joyous 
season! Kits will be supplied and pizza and salad 
will be served. Pre-registration required - visit 
SaintDenisChurch.com/wreath for more info or to 
register!  $20 per family.

All Saints Day (Holy Day) 
Nov 1st - Masses -  8:30 am & 7:00 pm

Mass of Remembrance 
Friday Nov. 15th - 7:00pm 
We gather together to pray for 
each person who has died in our 
parish in the last year. All are 
welcome to join us.

Confirmation 
Sunday Nov. 24th - 3:00pm 
St. Paul’s Cathedral, Worcester 
Please pray for our Confirmation 
candidates!

Thanksgiving 
Thursday Nov. 28th - 8:30am

Advent Schedule
Adult Faith Formation - 
Gospel Exploration 
Every Tuesday during Advent 
 6:00 pm in the Gathering Room 
Join us for a multimedia 
exploration of the coming 
week’s Gospel reading. We’ll dive 
deeper, discovering the history, 
art and archeology behind the 
Scripture. Fine teas are served. 

Advent Penance Service 
Thursday Dec. 19th - 7:00pm 
The best way to prepare one’s 
heart for Christmas is by 
coming to the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. Bring your heart 
to Jesus, He is there to heal you. 
Communal service followed by 
private confession.

Christmas Mass Times
Christmas Eve - 4:00 & 7:00pm
Christmas Day - 8:00 & 10:15am

New Year’s Mass Times
New Year’s Eve - 7:00pm
New Year’s Day - 8:00 & 10:15am
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Stay in touch!
Join Flocknote...
 Receive emails and/or text  
 messages with timely info, 
and  join the Weekly Bulletin 
group to receive them early! Use the QR 
code, text StDenis to #84576, or visit  
 

Visit our Website...
 Learn more about upcoming  
 events, get involved with  
 ministries, and learn more 
about our faith. Use the QR code, or visit  
SaintDenisChurch.com

Online Giving...
 Make one time or recurring  
 payments, donate to the food  
 pantry and support other 
ministries and fundraisers. Make your 
regular Offertory donation, especially 
if you will be away! Use the QR code, or 
visit SaintDenisChurch.com/offertory-
regular

Follow Us...
Like us on Facebook

Follow us on Instagram
St. Denis Church

stdenischurchdouglas

Flocknote.com/StDenisDouglas

Faith Formation – for Everyone!
Our Faith Formation for Youth programs are have started. 
If you have a child who is not currently enrolled, please call 
the rectory.

Faith Formation isn’t just for kids — it’s for everyone! We 
have informative and engaging programs for adults, too. 
Check the website, and join us the first Tuesday of each 
month and every Tuesday through Advent and Lent. 

RCIA (Rite of Catholic Initiation for Adults)
Are you an adult who has 1) been baptized in another 
Christian tradition; or 2) never been baptized; or 3) been 
baptized in the Catholic church but have not received the 
Sacraments of Penance, Eucharist or Confirmation? Join our 
RCIA program for the reception of these sacraments. Visit 
our website, or contact Deacon Patrick or Fr. Juan.v

Dinner 
with 
Father
Call the rectory 
to reserve 
your place at 
his table for 
dinner on the 
first Monday 
evening of the 
month.  v
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