
Spring 2019

TheHeads Up!

St. Denis Church  •  23 Manchaug Road, Douglas MA 01516  •  508-476-2002  •  www.SaintDenisChurch.com

St. Denis Church stdenischurchdouglas

A D U L T  F A I T H  F O R M A T I O N

Starting May 14th... THE MASS
5 Week Series - Tuesdays May 14th to June 11th
7:00pm in the Gathering Room - Refreshments Served

Join Fr. Juan, Bob Lafond and Earl Mathews as we gain a better 
understanding of the Mass, and a new perspective on the central 
act of worship, prayer and communion for all Catholics. Visit 
SaintDenisChurch.com/the-mass-1 for more information.  v

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

What a wonderful journey of faith we have had since the last edition of our newsletter. 
We celebrated with expectant joy the gift of God when He sent his only son to be born of 
the Virgin Mary. We fixed our eyes on the nativity scene to contemplate the ever-loving 
God who humbled himself, who took our flesh to make us divine. From Bethlehem, 
we journeyed to Jordan, where Jesus inaugurated his public ministry and went on to 
proclaim that the Kingdom of God is at hand. Our journey then lead us to the desert of 
Lent, in which through fasting, prayer and almsgiving, we turned our hearts back to God 
and fixed our eyes in Jesus, who having loved us, He loved us to the end. We saw him at 
the upper room where He washed our feet, where He made himself bread and wine, the 
Eucharist. We went with Him to the mount of Calvary, to the tomb, and now we rejoice 
with Him in His glorious resurrection. What a journey! By His death Jesus has destroyed 
our death, and by His rising he has restored our lives.

As community of faith we have walked this path together with numerous devotions, 
prayers, events, and gatherings. We have journeyed and grown together in faith. This is 
why we have desired to dedicate this edition of the Heads Up to reflect upon our journey 
and to see what has happened through your eyes, the eyes of the people of St. Denis.

There is much the parish staff or myself can say about this journey, but we have wanted 
to hear from your own lips what this journey means for you. In a way, we want to see 
through your own eyes the presence of the living God in our midst.

With great joy, we also announce the creation of three more ministries in our parish, the 
Leadership, Liturgy and the Stewardship committees, as well as the renewal of the parish 
pastoral council with five new members.

It is our hope that you can see, live, and experience the joy of being part of St. Denis 
through eyes of some members of our community. We hope every single Catholic family 
in our town joins us to continue growing in faith, and journeying together as one family 
in Christ.

Have a wonderful summer.

Love you all,  

Fr. Juan Escudero

Reception for Deacon Mike
Sunday June 2nd  
at Noon in 
Keresey Hall
Please join us as 
we wish Deacon 
Mike and his 
wife Marsha 
all the best as 
he transitions 
to his new 
assignments at 
Good Shepherd 

in Linwood and St. Augustine in 
Millville. Mike and Marsha, you 
both will be truly missed!  v

v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v 

Wishing everyone a relaxing and 
rejuvenating summer!  — Fr. Juan & Staff

v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v 

v v v v v v v v v v v v v

Family Fun Day
Sunday, June 9th 
12:00 Noon to 7:00pm
v Corn Hole Tournaments  

(cash prizes - awarded at 
dinner)

v Bouncy House & Face Painting
v Hot Dogs, Soda & Chips
v Ham & Bean Supper (5:00pm)
v Raffle Prizes
v Magician: Disney Cast  

Member Todd Migliacci 
(www.ihearttodd.com)

More details on our website!
v v v v v v v v v v v v v

http://www.SaintDenisChurch.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Religious-Organization/St-Denis-Church-587008434823956/
https://www.instagram.com/stdenischurchdouglas/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Religious-Organization/St-Denis-Church-587008434823956/
https://www.instagram.com/stdenischurchdouglas/
http://www.saintdenischurch.com/the-mass-1
http://www.ihearttodd.com


Parish Lenten Mission
“That mission helped me so much 
on my journey back to God. I was 
so inspired by all three of those 
priests. For me going to tell my 
sins to another human being has 
always been difficult. This time 
was different, it was so spiritual 
and when I walked away after 
confession I had this feeling of 
being forgiven by God. I had 
never had that feeling before.” 
(Confession was available on the 
third night of the mission)   
— Janet Brule

Living Stations
“This was my first time experiencing the 
Living Stations of the Cross in the dark 
church and the experience was so moving 
and solemn that it brought me to tears. 
It was a wonderful performance to attend 
during the Lenten season and the kids did 
a great job!”   
— Rosely Dowen

Our Spiritual Journey

Parish Census Survey 
See last page for info

from Christmas to Easter

Christmas Masses and the Giving Tree

Passion Play and 
Procession on  
Palm Sunday

Seder Supper

Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday & Easter Vigil

3rd Grade Saints Mass

Gospel Exploration
“I always enjoy these 
opportunities to gain more 
insight into the Word of 
God by experiencing it from 
different people’s points of 
view.”  — Bernie Murphy

Divine Mercy Sunday
“I was very moved by the whole 
experience. The music was 
beautiful. I really felt God’s 
presence with the testimonials.  
I am so glad to be experiencing 
different ways to pray to God.”   
— Pam Carter



Dinner with Father
“It is wonderful we can get together with 

Father and other people of the parish. 
Sometimes we can sit together with 
others at Church but we never have 

the chance to get to know them. At the 
dinners we get to know each other better, 
know Father, and the food is very good.”  

— Janet Ouillette

Pasta Dinner 
Saturday, February 9th

“My family attended both dinners.  
We enjoyed two great meals with 
family & friends. We look forward 
to going to many more.”  
— Marilyn Marchand

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 
Saturday, March 16th

“I was very pleased with the 
turnout and the amount of people 
that helped was outstanding. 
This was an opportunity to gather 
together and enjoy food, the Irish 
dances, and this time with friends 
and other parishioners. I felt that 
the parish is coming together in a 
very positive way.”   
— Garry Carter

Parish Dinners

Easter
“He IS ALIVE and living at St. Denis. 
We were back ‘home’ for Easter and home 
for us will always be St. Denis. What 
a vibrant, beautiful Vigil we attended. 
Fr. Juan, who did not even know David 
and I prior to last night, welcomed us 
with open arms and a loving heart. Jesus 
surely is ALIVE and living at St. Denis. 
From the bottom of my heart, thank you 
for the warm welcome home.”  — Kathie 
Bourdon

Holy Thursday Adoration
“Holy Thursday and the time I spent at the Adoration had 
many Holy Moments for me.While sitting in the chapel  
surrounded by flowers, candles and beautiful Music, I truly 
felt Christ was listening to my prayers as I waited patiently for 
his response. I prayed to him to help me deal with the recent 
loss of my Dad. Within minutes one of his Favorite songs came 
on, Panis Angelicus,I truly felt both the presence of God and 
my Dad.”   
— Priscilla Descoteaux

2nd Grade First Eucharist
At their retreat, Fr. Juan washed their 
feet just as Jesus did. On Saturday, 
April 27th, our 13 students received the 
blessed sacrament for the first time!

“Can you wash our feet again?”   
— 2nd Grade Student

Parish Census Survey 
See last page for info
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Parish Census - please help!
We are updating our database to learn how we can serve 
you better as a community of faith. Please make sure 
every adult member of your household completes a 
separate survey.  

Use the enclosed form, scan the QR code, or visit 
saintdenischurch.com/survey to take the survey 
online or to download a printable copy.

Fold your completed survey and drop it in the offertory 
basket at Mass, or mail it back to us at

St. Denis Church - CENSUS 
23 Manchaug Road, Douglas, MA 01516

Please return no later than May 31st.   v

Dinner with 
Father
Call the rectory to 
reserve your place 
at his table for 
dinner on the first 
Monday evening 
of the month.  v

We welcome 
seminarian 
Luke Johnson 
to our parish 
community. Luke 
will be spending 
10 weeks during 
the summer with 
us. Luke, we are 
looking forward to 
seeing you soon. v
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Inside this Issue...
v Letter from Fr. Juan         v Reception for Deacon Mike

v Starting May 14th - Adult Faith Formation’s special 5-part 
series on The Mass

v June 9th - Family Fun Day!

v Our Spiritual Journey - through YOUR eyes

v Parish Census - we need your help!

Stay in touch!
Join Flocknote...
 Receive emails and/or text  
 messages with timely info, 
and  join the Weekly Bulletin 
group to receive them early! Use the QR 
code, text StDenis to #84576, or visit  
 

Visit our Website...
 Learn more about upcoming  
 events, get involved with  
 ministries, and learn more 
about our faith. Use the QR code, or visit  
SaintDenisChurch.com

Online Giving...
 Make one time or recurring  
 payments, donate to the food  
 pantry and support other 
ministries and fundraisers. Make your 
regular Offertory donation, especially 
if you will be away! Use the QR code, or 
visit SaintDenisChurch.com/offertory-
regular

Follow Us...
Like us on Facebook

Follow us on Instagram
St. Denis Church

stdenischurchdouglas

Flocknote.com/StDenisDouglas

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

http://www.saintdenischurch.com/survey
http://www.SaintDenisChurch.com
http://www.SaintDenisChurch.com/offertory-regular
http://www.SaintDenisChurch.com/offertory-regular
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Religious-Organization/St-Denis-Church-587008434823956/
https://www.instagram.com/stdenischurchdouglas/
https://www.instagram.com/stdenischurchdouglas/
http://app.flocknote.com


Parish Census Survey
We are updating our database to learn how we can serve you better as a community of faith. Please 
make sure every adult member of your household completes a separate survey.  Use this form, scan 
the QR code, or visit saintdenischurch.com/survey to take the survey online or to download a printable 
copy. Fold your completed survey and drop it in the offertory basket at Mass, or mail it back to us at St. 
Denis Church - CENSUS, 23 Manchaug Road, Douglas, MA 01516    Please return no later than May 31st.

Name: _____________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

City: ___________________________ ST: ____ ZIP: _________

Home Phone: _______________________________________

Cell Phone: _________________________________________

Email: _____________________________________________

Occupation: ________________________________________

1. Are you registered with the parish?      n  YES      n  NO 
If YES, go to #2. If NO, go to #7.

Thank you for being registered with the parish!
2. What is your offertory envelope number?  ____________

3. Do you use your envelopes?      n  YES      n  NO

4. If NO, do you donate... 
n  with cash in the offertory basket 
n  online, via the website 
n  through another electronic format 
n  I don’t currently give

5. Do you want to continue to receive the envelopes? 
n  YES      n  NO

6. Would you be interested in learning about other means 
of offertory donation, such as online or electronic giving? 
n  YES      n  NO    After answering here, go to #9. 

Become a member of our parish family...
7. Would you like to be registered with the parish? 

n  YES      n  NO

8. If yes, what is the best way to reach you? 
n  by phone (#_________________)      n  by email 

We’d like to know you better!
9. What Mass(es) do you usually attend? 

n  Saturday 4:00pm n  Holidays 
n  Sunday 7:00am n  I only attend occasionally 
n  Sunday 10:15am n  I don’t currently attend 
n  Holy Days page 1 of 2

10. What do you think of Fr. Juan’s homilies? Please rate each 
of the areas below on a scale of 1 to 5, with 1 being not 
very good, 3 being OK, and 5 being excellent: 

  1 2 3 4 5 
Delivery n n n n n 

Content n n n n n 

Clarity n n n n n

11. Would you like to add any comments about the homilies? 
 ________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________

12. Do you ever attend Weekday Mass?      n  YES      n  NO

13. Weekday Mass is currently at 8:00am. Is this time good 
for you?      n  YES      n  NO

14. Would you consider coming if weekday Mass was at a 
different time? Check the time(s) that might work better 
for you... 
n  7:00am n  8:30am n  Other: _________ 
n  7:30am n  9:00am __________________ 

Let’s stay in touch...
15. Which communication method is best for you? 

n  Regular Mail n  Text Messaging 
n  Email n  Phone Call

16. Are you registered for Flocknote?      n  YES      n  NO

17. If no, would you be interested in joining Flocknote? 
n  YES      n  NO

18. Would you like to receive any of the following via 
Flocknote? These can be delivered as emails or texts. 
n  Newsletters 
n  Weekly Bulletins (with links to readings and reflections!)

19. Do you ever visit our website?      n  YES      n  NO

20. If YES, what do you like best about it? _________________  
 ________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________

Please turn the page and continue the survey.



page 2 of 2

21. Do you use any of these social media sites? Check all that 
apply... 
n  I don’t use social media n Twitter 
n  Facebook n  Instagram 
n  Other: ________________________________________

Let’s get together!
The Stewardship Committee works to build a strong parish 
community. Our efforts bring people together, foster faith, 
and often help raise funds. In the past several months we’ve 
held two events – a free pasta dinner and a St. Patrick’s Day 
dinner. We want to hear from you about ideas for activities 
and events that you might like to participate in.

22. Please rate your interest in the following events on a scale 
from 1 to 5, where 1 is least interesting to you, and 5 is 
most interesting to you: 
 1 2 3 4 5 
Trivia Night with Beer n n n n n 

Bingo n n n n n 

Family Fun Day (picnic & activities) n n n n n 

Dance Party n n n n n 

Trip to Lasallette at Christmas n n n n n 

Day Trip (ie, Foxwoods or a show) n n n n n

23. What other events or dinners would you like to see? ____  
 ________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________

24. Would you be willing to volunteer at our events? 
 n  YES      n  NO

25. Would you be interested in learning more about ways to 
participate in ministries here at St. Denis? There are many 
opportunities to become involved and many levels of 
involvement - you are welcome in any capacity!

 n  Stewardship - events and fundraisers 
n  Lector - readings at Mass 
n  Eucharistic Minister - distribution of holy communion 
n  Sacristan - setup/cleanup for Mass (once a month) 
n  Altar Server - children for weekend Masses 
n  Altar Server - adults for funerals and special Masses 
n  Music Ministry 
n  Catholic Women’s Council 
n  Environmental Stewardship - green initiatives 
n  Food Pantry 
n  St. Denis PRAYers - prayer chain ministry 
n  Faith Formation - Youth catechesis 
n  Faith Formation - Adult education and fellowship 
n  Youth Ministry 
n  Other: ______________________________________

We value your opinions! 
Please share your thoughts with us.

26. What do you like most about St. Denis Church? ________  
 ________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________

27. What do you like least about St. Denis Church?_________  
 ________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________  

Thank you!
Thank you so much for participating in our census survey. If 
there’s anything more you’d like to share with us, please feel 
free to contact us - visit our website for email addresses and 
phone numbers. We’d love to hear from you!

Please make sure every adult member of your household 
completes a separate survey. Feel free to copy this form, or 
go online to saintdenischurch.com/survey to take the survey 
online, or to download a printable copy.

Fold your completed survey and drop it in the offertory 
basket at Mass, or mail it back to us at:

St. Denis Church - CENSUS 
23 Manchaug Road 
Douglas, MA 01516

Please return no later than May 31st.


