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Honoring the Past, 
Securing the Future

$162,407 $108,272

Diocesan-set Target: $270,679

St. Denis’ Target: $500,000

 Diocese (60%) St. Denis (100%)St. Denis (40%)

$229,321

Partnering with Legacy of Hope Campaign at St. Denis

How did the Diocese set the Parish target? 
Each parish has been given a target total based on its 
specific giving history. The campaign will collect donations 
in the form of pledges paid over a period of 4 years. As the 
pledge payments are received, a percentage of the payments 
are sent back to the parish, providing an immediate source 
of funds for prioritized needs.

The target goal for St. Denis to raise for the Legacy 
of Hope campaign set by the Diocese is $270,679. 
60% ($162,407) stays with the Diocese. These dollars 
will support the Priests’ retirement, Catholic education 
tuition assistance, parish-based charitable outreach and 
parish-based evangelization efforts. 

40% of the Diocesan target – $108,272 – stays here 
at St. Denis. And after we pass their target total of 
$270,679, 100% of the payments received stay here 
as well.

St. Denis’ share of $500,000 is $337,593, which will 
be used to complete the repairs and renovations 
needed to ensure that our church is safe and strong 
for the future. These priorities are outlined inside this 
brochure.

These are “target” figures – why do we 
need to hit them? 
Obviously, the more we raise, the more we can fix. Because 
this campaign spans 4 years and involves pledge payments, 
these targets affect how much we receive per payout.

What are the benefits of partnering with 
the Legacy of Hope campaign? 
The Church is universal; parishes don’t exist as islands. 
As a parish within the Diocese of Worcester, we have a 
responsibility to support the Legacy of Hope campaign, as it 
in turns supports St. Denis. By partnering with the Diocese 
campaign, we are utilizing the services and experience 
provided by the campaign managers, which will reduce our 
administrative costs.

Can we do this? YES! 
We did more than this ($600,000) in less time (3 years) when 
we held our last capital campaign to build the new addition 
back in 2008.



Honoring the Past, Securing the Future

How the $337,593 will be put to use
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Priority 1: Securing the Building for the Future — $180,000

Church Roof
The roof of the church needs replacing in order 
to ensure the integrity of the building and its 
contents. The existing roof has been patched 
many times, and leaks are a constant concern.

Church Chimney
The chimney can no longer be repaired; it 
needs to be rebuilt. This is the primary vent for 
the building’s heating system.

Sanctuary Walls
The exterior wall needs to be sealed in 
order to keep the moisture from reaching 
the inner walls, which has resulted in visible 
damage and peeling paint. Once repaired, 
the sanctuary walls would be painted.

Carpet

The carpet is over 40 years old, laid in 1980s. It 
is worn and frayed and needs replacement for 
both safety and aesthetics. A new carpet would 
be laid in the church, sanctuary and on the 
basement stairs.

Sound System
The decades-old sound system operates erratically at best; replacement parts are no longer 
available and newer technology is not compatible. New consoles and speakers are needed. 



It’s our home – let’s invest in it!

Priority 2: Enhancing Our Worship for the Glory of God — $130,000

Priority 3: Other Opportunities (should funds permit) — $90,000+

Sanctuary Furnishings
We are looking at the replacement of some of 
the furnishings that serve the sanctuary during 
liturgical celebrations with updated pieces 
that reflect the holiness of their purpose while 
keeping with our church’s aesthetic style.

Church Doors
The doors at the three auxilliary entrances are 
in need of restoration and refinishing, as they 
no longer close tightly. This repair would help 
secure the church and reduce heating costs.

Air Conditioning
In order to maintain a consistent physical 
environment, air conditioning would be 
installed. This will help maintain the interior 
of the building, and would be a welcomed 
change for our summer and early fall Masses. 
(This project has not yet been estimated)

Keresey Hall Kitchen
We would love to get back to having parish 
dinners once we are able to gather again, 
and our current kitchen is hardly up to the 
task.  Updating the kitchen would include 
replacing the small residential stove, adding a 
dishwasher and installing a ventilation system.

Church Pews
The pews have seen decades of constant use. 
The recent pandemic has also taken its toll; 
diligent disinfecting has removed the finish. 
The pews would all be refurbished, restained 
and refinished.

Outside Stairs & General Masonry
On the parking lot side of the church, the concrete steps need replacement, and some additional  
brick repair is needed throughout the building. 



150+ years of history... On Christmas Day in 1857, 
Mass was celebrated for the first time in Douglas. 
From that time until 1870, the Roman Catholic people of 
Douglas were served by the pastor of St. Mary’s Church in 
Uxbridge, who traveled to Douglas to say Mass. St. Denis 
received its first resident pastor in 1870. The original church 
was a converted barn across the street from the present 
parish house. This church served the people from 1867 to 
1955. In 1910, it was repaired and enlarged to make room 
for the new sanctuary and sacristy. A new church was built 
in 1955 at a cost of $300,000. Many parishioners took part 
in the project of building the new church. The present church 
was renovated in 1987-88 under the guidance of Fr. Robert 
Keresey, and many parishioners gave much of their time and 
effort to the project. In the early 2000’s a new parking lot 
was added and on December 12, 2009 a new addition to 
the church was dedicated. In 2018, our Catholic Women’s 
Council celebrated its 100th year of service to the church and 
the community. Throughout its history, St. Denis parish has 

Honoring the Past...

and Securing the Future
Today, we are a family of faith with over 860 
households. We are a vibrant Christian community that 
continues to grow and flourish in Douglas with over 30 
different ministries serving our local community. The recent 
pandemic has challenged us to adapt our worship and 
expand our delivery, resulting in a dynamic offering of 
adult- and youth-based programs that are both safe and 
spiritually enriching. Masses are available every weekend 
for in-person and online attendance, with optional drive-in 
Masses for major Holy Days. Our children are continuing to 
receive First Holy Communion and Confirmation; our young 
couples are marrying and having their children baptized; 
and our parishioners are availing themselves and their loved 
ones of the blessings of funerals, the annointing of the sick, 
and the healing of reconciliation. Even through COVID, St. 
Denis has remained a beacon of hope and light during a time 
of darkness. As we move forward into the new future that 

ONLINE @
SaintDenisChurch.com

Nov. 21st to Dec. 6th

Baskets, Raffles & More!
Organized by the Catholic Women's Council

HOLIDAY FAIR

served a diverse community of immigrants from Europe and 
beyond, administering the sacraments and guiding worship 
for thousands of faithful families.

Adapted from original text by Fr. Edward Chalmers, Pastor 
1992-1997

100th Anniversary - 2018

lies before all of us, we look once again to our strong and 
faithful family to provide the support and stewardship that 
our physical presence needs to remain a strong and constant 
spiritual anchor to our community.

Through the intercession of St. Denis, may our 
parish community fulfill its mission to “Go Make 
Disciples.”
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