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Fr. Joe  Moriarty, Rector 
While I am aware this newsletter 

will be arriving in February, I am 
composing my comments the 
week between the Epiphany of 
our Lord and the Baptism of the 
Lord. These significant events in 

the life of Jesus have much to 
teach us about our life and mission 

for God and for the people of God, the 
Church.   

 We see in the Magi (the three 
kings) believers who were waiting for a sign 
from God, and when they saw it in the sky,  
they took action and prepared to go and meet the 
newborn king. Even when encountering obstacles, 
they were faithful and kept going. They gave the 
best they had to the Lord in gifts of gold, frankin-
cense and myrrh. They were cared for by God and 
thus protected, warned in a dream to go another 
way, for indeed, no one can truly encounter God 
and remain the same.   

 My sisters and brothers, this is our story in 
baptism. We are called to submit ourselves authen-
tically, deny Satan, profess faith and embrace our 

mission to live for God. Such values, such mission, is 
a task given to the whole church but particularly to 
us at Bishop Simon Bruté College Seminary in 
priestly formation.   

 Thanks to your support and help as our 
benefactors we do just that, holding forth the mis-
sion of discipleship to college aged men who have 
had the courage to consider God’s call in their 
life.  Thanks to you, we help them prepare for their 
future. May God bless our ongoing efforts and may 
God reward you for your generosity.   
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mission at home

Nick Kompar 

Class of 2024, Archdiocese of Cincinnati 

 

 I had never flown before in my life. I 
clutched my tickets and gave my mom a final 
goodbye on a chilly day in September 2019. I was 
about to board a flight that would take me from 
Dayton, Ohio to Cebu City, Philippines. My return 
ticket was dated for seven months later, March 
2020. 

 In Cebu I was welcomed by the Communi-
ty of Saint John. For the next seven months their 
School of Life mission program would be my home 
with nine other missionaries. There were six Filipi-
nos, two New Zealanders, one Frenchman, and 
one American (myself) all sharing one small house. 
The pillars of School of Life program are intellectu-
al formation, community life, prayer, and mission. 
We strove to share the Catholic faith with the next 
generation of Filipinos through relationship, teach-
ing, and example. 

  

 We went to an open-air market on Fridays, 
cooked our daily meals, played sports, and shared 
life together as a family. We learned to love one 
another in the highs and lows of daily life. Morn-
ings started at 5:45 with silent prayer and Lauds. 
We joined the Community of Saint John in the Lit-
urgy of the Hours, daily Mass, and adoration. Our 
days were structured around moments of prayer 
and silence. Whether washing clothes by hand or 
sharing our testimony in a mission event, prayer 
was constant. Community life taught us humility 
and mercy and our intellectual formation included 
instruction in Philosophy and Theology. 

 When leaving the Philippines, I had the 
overwhelming sense that my mission did not end 
there. During those six months I awoke to the real-
ity that I had always been in mission. For a season I 
had been called to the Philippines, but now my 
mission continued at home and in my relationships 
with friends and family. God is calling us to a par-
ticular mission. Answer the call. Be not afraid.  
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Seminarian Nick Kompar (front left) with friend, Jasper (front right), meeting locals in the mountain region of Osmena Peak 
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DONATE ONLINE 
 
Did you know you can 
make a contribution to 
Bishop Simon Bruté 
Seminary online?  It’s 
easy and secure.   
 
bishopsimonbrute.org/ 
donate-to-the-seminary 
 
Donations can be set up 
as a one-time gift or on a 
recurring basis. 

Ellen Sanders 

Director of Mission Advancement for  

Archdiocesan Education Initiatives, 

Archdiocese of Indianapolis 

 

 “Hi God!” I first met Fr. Joe Moriarty 
in 1994 when I was going through RCIA and 
marriage prep at St. Monica Catholic Church 
in Indianapolis. I’ve never forgotten Fr. Joe’s 
homily about a young student at St. Monica 
School greeting him by saying, “Hi God!” Fr. 
Joe was both amused and embarrassed to be 
referred to in this way, and actively sought to 
correct the child. The comment did reveal 
what the students saw in Fr. Joe; a father 
figure who represented the love of God to 
them. 

 Fast forward twenty-six years and 
God has answered my prayers by allowing 
me to serve in my new role as the Director of 
Mission Advancement for Archdiocesan Edu-
cation Initiatives where I now get to work 
directly with Fr. Joe to share the mission of 
Bishop Simon Bruté Seminary. I’m following 
in the footsteps of Kim Pohovey who is now 
serving as the Director of Major and Planned 
Gifts. I am so incredibly grateful that this is 
God’s plan for my life, and I can’t wait to 
meet all of you who support Bruté with your 
prayers, your time and your financial gifts. 

 Rewinding back to 1994, I married 
my wonderful husband Steve at his home 
church, St. Barnabas Catholic Church in Indi-
anapolis, with his uncle Fr. George Kunkle, 
now a retired priest in Cincinnati, presiding. I 
then joined the Catholic Church at the Easter 
Vigil at St. Monica in 1995 and we had our 
son, Jason, in 1996. 

 Professionally, I was an immunologist 
and then an information technology manager 
at Eli Lilly for 30 years when I was offered an 
early retirement in December 2017. I asked 
God how I could best serve Him, and He sent 
me to St. Meinrad to earn an Executive Cer-
tificate in Religious Fundraising. I took that 
experience to Lumen Christi Catholic School, 
an independent, classical, Catholic school in 
Indianapolis where I worked as the Develop-

Advancing the mission of Bruté 
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Fr. Joe giving Ellen a tour of the seminary 

ment Director. After two years at Lumen 
Christi, a friend texted me the job posting 
for this new role and here I am! 

 Because I was open to God’s will, 
I’ve been able to discover a whole new vo-
cation sharing the mission of Catholic edu-
cation. But each step of my journey oc-
curred because someone reached out to 
me with a new idea for me to consider. 
Bishop Simon Bruté College Seminary is an 
amazing place, but there are still 20 empty 
beds. I’d like to encourage you to look at 
the high-school aged boys you encounter 
and introduce them to the possibility of 
discerning their vocation at Simon Bruté. 
They would get to experience the loving 
environment created by Fr. Joe and his 
team, and perhaps they will discover their 
vocation as a priest, so some child will look 
up to them one day and say, “Hi God!”  

 

Contact Ellen Sanders at 
esanders@archindy.org 
317.236.1501 
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cernment groups, assist and host retreats, preside at 
weekend or school Masses, and walk with folks who 
are discerning their call. 

 This regional model has been working well! 
Last year, we had ten men apply for seminary. This 
year, I myself have been working with 7 young men 
thinking about priesthood – and that’s just me! The 
Associate Vocation Directors are meeting with folks 
as well. The geographical model has enabled us to do 
much more work at the ground level. It has also ena-
bled us to form better relationships with discerners. 

 We do have some larger level work we are 
doing as a Vocations Office as well. Despite the di-
lemmas presented by COVID-19, in July 2020 we 
hosted Bishop Bruté Days for over 50 young men in 
their teenage years thinking about seminary. We also 
hosted a virtual Storm the Castle for several young 
men across the Archdiocese in the fall of 2020, which 
allowed them to pray, eat, and talk with the seminar-
ians via Zoom. 

 When we dream and pray with our Lord 
about the Vocations Office, there are so many ideas 
that come to mind! Mostly, we want to continue our 
good works – our discernment groups, our retreats, 
our work with the young souls who are discerning 
giving their lives to God in service. We want to con-
tinue to work together with all of the offices of the 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis (Office of Young Adults, 
Office of Catechesis, Office of Catholic Schools, Office 
of Multicultural Ministry, etc.) in order to help foster 
a culture across the entire Archdiocese in which 
priestly and religious vocations are nurtured, prayed 
for, and celebrated. After all, vocations don’t just fall 
from the sky—directly!  

(Photo provided by the Office for Vocations, Archdiocese of Indianapolis) 

Vocations Outreach Team (L to R): Fr. James Brockmeier, Fr. Doug Marcotte, Fr. Mike Keucher, Fr. Dan Bedel, Fr. Tony Hollowell 
(Not pictured, Fr. Dan Atkins)  

Fr. Mike Keucher, VF 

Director of Vocations 

Archdiocese of Indianapolis 

 

 “Seminarians don’t just fall from the sky.” I 
find myself saying these words fairly often these days. 
While seminarians are certainly gifts from above, the 
vocation of each young person is something that 
needs to be nurtured, watered, and helped to grow. 
It takes a family and a bigger Church to make this 
happen, and it even requires the help from on High – 
the angels and saints who surround us and help get 
us where we need to be. 

 As the Vocation Director of the Archdiocese 
of Indianapolis, it is my joy and honor to help create a 
culture in our local Church that helps nurture young 
vocations in our parishes. Fortunately, I don’t do this 
work alone. In addition to working with Fr. Eric Au-
genstein, Director of Seminarians, and Maggie Ha-
genauer, Office and Events Coordinator, I also have 
the joy of working with five other priests who serve 
as Associate Vocation Directors, as together we carry 
out vocations work in a regional way. 

A couple years ago, Archbishop Thompson wisely 
saw the need to restructure the Vocations Office in 
this way. It became official in the fall of 2019. Since 
then, each of the Associate Vocation Directors and I 
get together once a month or so to brainstorm and 
“heartstorm” with the Holy Spirit ways that we can 
better promote priestly and religious vocations in our 
local Church. 

 Within the parishes and various schools in 
our geographical regions, each of the Associate Voca-
tion Directors and I do vocations work: we give talks 
to youth groups, host monthly Sons of Vianney dis-

Seminarians don’t just fall from the sky 
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Annual gifts to Bishop Bruté support the formation of 
seminarians focused on four pillars of growth:  
human, spiritual, academic and pastoral.  
 
 

This new year is a great time to reflect on the giving options  
available for annual gifts and planned gifts that could benefit  
seminarian formation and perhaps reduce your tax liability.  
Here are a few to consider.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other planned giving sources to consider include: contributions to an existing 

seminarian endowment fund, creation of a Catholic ministry focused Donor-advised fund, 
and creation of a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA). 
 
 

 

You are always encouraged to check with your advisors and account representatives to 
ensure that your personal and charitable objectives are being met. 

 
 

Please contact the Catholic Community Foundation to learn more.  
www.archindy.org/CCF  •  ccf@archindy.org  •  317.236.1482  

A gift of appreciated stock pro-
vides an important benefit: you pay 

no capital gains tax on the appreciated 
value of the stock. When itemizing on 
your tax return, the gift qualifies for a 
deduction equal to the stock’s current 
value, even though no tax has been paid 
on the appreciation.  
 

Donor-advised funds have become a 

popular way to realize personal philan-
thropic goals. Consider the seminary 
when issuing grant payments.  

If you are an IRA owner age 
70½+, making a gift through a 
qualified charitable distribution 
(QCD) is worth considering. While 

there is no tax deduction, the amount 
transferred is excluded from your in-
come for federal tax purposes.  The 
amount you give counts toward your 
required minimum distribution (RMD) 
when one is due. (Under the SECURE 
Act passed in 2019, RMDs must begin 
at age 72.) 
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 When I was asked to consider serv-
ing on the Bishop Simon Bruté College Sem-
inary Advisory Board by Father Joe Mori-
arty, I was humbled. I reflected and prayed 
about the seminarian educational experi-
ence and its importance for the future of 
our church. I am glad Archbishop Buechlein 
had the vision to establish Bishop Simon 
Bruté College Seminary. I said ‘yes’ to Fa-
ther Joe about serving on this board. How 
do you say no to a priest? We need to pre-
pare our seminarians for the future and to 
move the church forward. I pray daily for all 
religious men and women. I also pray for 
our seminarians – that they ‘fill the castle’ 
to learn and discern their calling to reli-
gious life. 

 The church and my faith have al-
ways been important to me. My parents, 
grandmother, and uncle were all great role 
models in practicing their faith. I integrated 
their examples into my daily life. Religious 
vocations are important because they are 
the future of our Church. Without religious 
vocations, how will we receive the sacra-
ments? I have been a member of the Indi-
anapolis Serra Club for over 30 years. The 
Serra Club, a lay Catholic organization, nur-
tures the call to the priesthood, diaconate 
and consecrated life throughout the Arch-
diocese of Indianapolis. We work within 
our parishes and the Archdiocese to sup-

Supporting the future of the church 

port religious vocations through prayer, 
active personal involvement, and club-
sponsored activities while growing in our 
faith and fellowship.  

 I am also a member of Legatus, 
the Latin word for ambassador, which ex-
ists to help us become an “ambassador for 
Christ” (2 Cor 5:20) and meet the challeng-
es of balancing the responsibilities of faith, 
family, business and community. The or-
ganization offers a unique support net-
work of like-minded Catholics who influ-
ence the world marketplace and have the 
ability to practice and infuse their faith in 
the daily lives and workplaces of their fam-
ily, friends, colleagues and employees.  

 Being involved with the Bruté 
Board, Serra Club, and Legatus has helped 
guide me on my faith journey. Let’s pray 
for a remedy to COVID-19 so we can move 
forward with life as we are used to.  

 

 
 
 

Kevin O’Brien 
Vice-President 
Bruté Advisory Board 

BRUTÉ ADVISORY BOARD 
John Duffy 
President 
Kevin O’Brien 
Vice President 
Anne Wessel 
Secretary 
 
Art Berkemeier 
Judge Dave Certo 
Joe Etling 
Tom Hirschauer 
Janet Hurlbut 
Jim Jones 
Ralph Nowak 
Crystal Platteter 
Marianne Price 
Deacon Juan Carlos Ramirez 
Daniel Ross 
Anne Wilmes 
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Rev. Msgr. Tony Volz 
Director of Spiritual Formation  

Rev. Andy Syberg 
Seminary Formation Dean 

Dr. John Cadwallader, Psy.D. 
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Sr. Sharon Kuhn, OSB 
Administrative Coordinator 

 

 
 
ARCHDIOCESAN SUPPORT 
Brian Burkert 
Chief Financial Officer 
 

Jolinda Moore 
Executive Director, Office of              
Stewardship and Development 
 

Ellen Sanders 
Director of Mission Advancement for 
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2500 Cold Spring Road 
Indianapolis, IN 46222 

facebook.com/
BruteSeminary 

CONTACT US! 

@BSBSeminary 

bishopsimonbrute.org 

@bishopsimonbrute 

STAY  
CONNECTED! 

Interested in admissions 
information or a tour of 
the seminary? 

Photos, unless otherwise  
attributed, were provided by 
the Bishop Bruté Seminarian 
Marketing Committee.  

Contact  
Administrative Coordinator,  
Sr. Sharon Kuhn, at: 
skuhn@archindy.org 

Seminarians begin new year with retreat 

To start the new semester, seminari-
ans returned to the castle for a few 
days of prayer and formation before 
beginning classes at the university. Fr. 
Peter Marshall, pastor of St. Jude Par-
ish in Indianapolis and adjunct spiritu-
al director at Bruté, led conferences 
on the four pillars of priestly for-
mation. Following the retreat, Arch-
bishop Thompson visited the seminar-
ians for Sunday Mass.   

 


