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Fr. Joe  Moriarty, Rector 
Some years ago, when Msgr. Paul Koetter, one 

of our Archdiocesan priests, was transition-
ing from Vocation Director to Personnel 
Director, one seminarian asked for a word 
of advice in ministry. Fr. Paul paused for 
only a moment and then he said, “Please 
never separate the people of God from the 

teaching of the church or the teaching of 
the church from the people of God.”  

 I will celebrate 29 years serving as a priest 
this June and these words have never left me. I be-
lieved then, as I believe now that what he was saying to 
us was that pastoral ministry is always about applying 
the teaching of the church within the lives of the peo-
ple of God with mercy and truth. Yes, as priests we 
have been instructed in the teaching of the church and 
this teaching should never be dumbed down or sacri-
ficed. Pastoral ministry is about meeting people where 
they are and showing them, by witness of service and 
true care, the beauty and truth of the teaching of the 
church. Msgr. Paul Koetter is an excellent example of 
what this means, which has been evident by his many 
years of service and true pastoral care in the Archdio-
cese of Indianapolis. 

  “Jesus keeps knocking on our door in the faces 
of our brothers and sisters, in the faces of our neigh-

bors, in the faces of those at our side.” -Pope Francis. 
It is in the face of every baptized individual, of every 
person in need, of every person seeking God, that 
God is encountered in true pastoral ministry. True 
pastoral ministry should be a goal of every seminary, 
teaching seminarians that indeed they need to know 
their faith, but that faith is realized when it issues 
forth in action.  

 Within these pages you will find stories and 
efforts of our seminary in the field of pastoral for-
mation. We are not perfect people. However, we seek 
to minister to the best of our ability, always remem-
bering that whatever we do to the least of our broth-
ers and sisters, we do unto Christ. Therefore, let us 
always seek to serve as true servants, laying down our 
lives after the pattern of Jesus Christ, who laid down 
his life that we might live.   
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A march of witness
Alexander Lindberg 

Class of 2025, Archdiocese of Indianapolis 

 

 It was a wonderful buildup for our arrival 
for the January 21, 2022, March for Life in Wash-
ington, D.C. As we drove along, we got to briefly 
pass by Arlington National Cemetery, the Jefferson 
Memorial, and the Lincoln Memorial; all these 
great monuments to great people with great ide-
als. The monuments and gravestone crosses stand 
as a witness to their service and sacrifice. At the 
March for Life, we were to take part in our monu-
ment, our statue of witness. By marching and all 
the effort that it took to get to our nation’s capital, 
we would display our sacrifice for what we hold as 
a sacred truth. 

 As we left the bus only a short distance 
from the National Mall, we marched to our rally 
point. The crowd had not yet attained its full size 
and things were not crowded. The talks that were 
given before the march had already started and 
people would periodically cheer. Once the talks 
were finished, we all started walking to where we 
would start marching and I took a pro-life sign that 
people were handing out. Some of the Bruté semi-
narians dispersed in the crowd but ten or twelve 
of us stuck with Fr. Joe, and followed him along 
the march. People were cheering and shouting, 
and Fr. Joe in midst of all the enthusiastic chaos, 

told those who were close enough to hear him 
that we are going to pray a rosary. Fr. Joe led the 
rosary, and those of us who could hear him would 
respond helping those who couldn’t hear to follow 
along. We finished our rosary about halfway 
through the march. In the loud, enthusiastic noise, 
we prayed in quiet voices calling for our spiritual 
mother to help end abortion and help heal those 
who had committed or contemplated abortion. 

 The march was a very enlightening experi-
ence. An experience that taught me that a protest 
could be more than shouting what you thought or 
felt. It was more than holding a sign. It was a wit-
ness and testimony of faith. A testimony that we 
hope will change the minds of those bent towards 
such horrific destruction of life. 

 There is nothing wrong with yelling out 
your faith, but while marching and praying the ro-
sary, you not only proclaim your convictions of 
faith, but also display to the ethereal evils that you 
don’t do it out of passion sparked by the horror of 
what plagues our nation. Instead, we witnessed 
our faith and love of the Lord of Lords. 

 I would go back without hesitation. The 
march is without a doubt worth it even if only one 
person was convinced that life in all its stages 
should be held sacred. I like to think that there 
might be one more child who was spared a terrible 
fate and would live to see the end of abortion.  

Bruté seminarians in front of the Capital during the March for Life in Washington, DC. 
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Fr. Andy Syberg 

Vice Rector 

 

 For the past four and a half years, I have 
had the pleasure of serving as Dean, and now 
Vice Rector, at Bishop Simon Bruté College Semi-
nary. I am also blessed to serve at SS. Francis and 

Clare and St. Mar-
tin parishes on the 
weekends. Differ-
ent parts to be 
sure, but one 
body.  

 My work 
with the seminari-
ans is focused on 
helping them to 
discern God’s call 
for their lives. This 
is done by helping 
them come to a 
greater under-

standing of themselves, encouraging them when 
they need encouragement, correcting them 
when they need correcting, and praying for 
them…always praying for them. As Vice Rector I 
meet with roughly half the students every two 
weeks to “check-in.” I want to know what’s go-

Many parts, one body in Christ 

ing on in their lives. I want to know where they are find-
ing joy, finding grace, and I want to know where they 
are struggling. And in the midst of all of this, we begin 
to locate the road God has laid out in front of them.  

 Because I live, pray, and eat with the seminari-
ans and see them day in and day out, I know them on a 
much more personal level than I do the people of God 
at the parishes. However, my work at SS. Francis and 
Clare and St. Martin is not all that different than my 
work in the seminary. Whether in the castle on Cold 
Spring Road, or amidst the hustle and bustle of parish 
life, I want to aid people in their pursuit of holiness, in 
their pursuit of doing God’s will for their lives. My goal 
is to do everything I can to help them have an authentic 
encounter with the person of Jesus Christ and to expe-
rience the immense love that God has for them. 

 My pastoral assignment in the parishes and my 
formation assignment at Bruté reveal the reality of the 
scripture I chose from First Corinthians. Both assign-
ments highlight the diversity of parts as well as their 
beauty. Both assignments continue to teach me, and 
remind me, to meet people where I encounter them on 
their journey of discipleship. Ministering to one com-
munity sharpens my ability to minister to the other. 
Serving at both Bruté and the parishes reminds me that 
the work of spreading the good news about the king-
dom of God and the work of building up the body of 
Christ, is ultimately God’s work.  

“As a body is one 
though it has 
many parts, and 
all the parts of 
the body, though 
many, are one 
body, so it is 
with Christ.”  
1 Corinthians 12:12  

Fr. Andy Syberg celebrates Mass at the Bruté chapel. 



 

Planned gifts can ensure support for  

GROWING VOCATIONS 

We are all aware that the number of active priests in our Archdio-
cese is dwindling, making it more difficult for priests to serve the 
sacramental and pastoral needs of our parishes. The statistics can 
be staggering. However, instead of reacting in fear for the future of 
our Church, we should respond in abundance. 
 

 What if, instead of praying out of desperation, we pray that God use us as his in-
struments to bring about an abundance of vocations? This is where we all play a role in 
supporting vocations - through prayer, through active engagement with our current and 
prospective seminarians, and through financial support for growing and forming voca-
tions in our archdiocese at Bishop Simon Bruté College Seminary. 
 

 In addition to your annual support for the seminary, you can make a lasting im-
pact on its future efforts to form good, holy, and healthy priests for a flourishing Church 
by considering a planned gift. Some donors shy away from a planned gift because they 
perceive it to be a complex topic. However, staff members at the Catholic Community 
Foundation are here to guide you through the process, answer questions, and facilitate 
gifts of impact.  

Kimberly Pohovey 
Director of Major and Planned Gifts 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis 

Bruté graduates Deacons Michael Clawson ’16 and Matthew Perronie ‘18 at their diaconate ordination with  
Archbishop Charles Thompson. 
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 There are many different types of planned gifts that might fit your needs and make 
a meaningful impact on the future of Bruté.  Here are just a few suggestions: 
 
 

Name Bruté as a beneficiary of your estate. You may choose a 

percentage of your estate or a fixed amount to benefit Bruté.  We can provide 
you with sample bequest language you may share with your attorney in prepar-
ing or updating your will.  
 

Make a gift, either through a cash gift while you are living, 
or a bequest upon your passing, to the Bishop Simon Bruté 
College Seminary Endowment Fund. Like most organizations, Bruté 

is focused on growing its endowment to provide a continuous income stream to 
support formation efforts, maintain the building and grounds, and assist with 
the needs of the seminarians. Your gift will ensure these funds in perpetuity.  
Alternatively you may establish a new endowment fund of your own to support 
the mission of Bruté. 
 

Name Bruté as a beneficiary of your retirement account or 
life insurance policy. You may select one or more beneficiaries to receive 

all or part of the remaining funds in these accounts upon your passing. This  
option is as easy as contacting your custodian and completing their required 
form naming Bruté as a beneficiary (most custodians offer an online form).  
As a bonus, these types of gifts are resolved outside of probate court and are 
paid out directly to the beneficiary upon the donor’s passing. 
 
 
 

 Catholics are renowned for their generosity. During their lifetime, many are faithful 
givers to a variety of Catholic causes and organizations, including Bishop Simon Bruté Col-
lege Seminary.  If given the opportunity, wouldn’t you want the legacy of your giving to 
continue past your lifetime?  Staff at the Catholic Community Foundation are happy to as-
sist and guide donors who want to ensure the growth of vocations through a planned gift.  

Please contact the Catholic Community Foundation to learn more.  
www.archindy.org/CCF  •  ccf@archindy.org  •  317.236.1482  
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Filled with Christ, seminarians share the faith 
 In 2014, the Holy Spirit inspired me to ask 
Fr. Joe Moriarty about having some of his Bishop 
Simon Bruté seminarians serve as catechists in our 
Sunday morning Faith Formation classes. These 
classes serve 450 preschool through 8th grade chil-
dren every Sunday. I believed having the seminari-
ans be a part of our program by teaching religious 
education would not only enhance their faith, but 
also the faith of others. By serving as catechists, the 
seminarians would demonstrate their love of the 
Lord and develop the gift of evangelization to lead 
our students to be disciples of Christ. I was so excit-
ed Fr. Joe agreed to this ministry. I did not know at 
that time what an impact it would be for us.  
 We have been blessed with four to eleven 
wonderful Bruté seminarians each year, except in 
2020 because of COVID. The seminarians always 
arrive very joyful and ready to share God’s word. 
Since they come right from Mass and receiving the 
Eucharist, they reflect Jesus in a very special way. I 
am sure at times they may think they can be doing 
other activities on Sunday morning, but they never 
let it show. They always come dressed in “church 
clothes” and serve as wonderful role models of 
faith. The students learn how to live their faith from 
interacting with the seminarians. I look forward to 
seeing the seminarians come down the hall with 

their books in their hands and the love of God in 
their hearts each Sunday morning.  
 Often the seminarians teach the preparation 
classes for the sacraments of Reconciliation, First 
Communion and Confirmation. They have a positive 
effect upon our children as they challenge them to 
live a life of grace and love. I am sure when the chil-
dren receive these sacraments, they realize what an 
important step it is in their faith, thanks to the 
efforts of the seminarians. 
 It is essential for the catechists to have a 
strong foundation in the teachings of our Catholic 
faith. With the guidance of Fr. Joe, Fr. Andy, and Fr. 
Dan, the seminarians are blessed with this 
knowledge and share it with the students. The semi-
narians have enriched both our program and my life. 
I am hopeful that our Catholic parishes will someday 
be blessed with their leadership as priests. Thank 
you, Fr. Joe, Fr. Andy, and Fr. Dan, for sharing these 
wonderful young men with our parish. May St. Mon-
ica continue to be blessed and graced with the semi-
narians from Bishop Simon Bruté College Seminary. 
 
Mary Jo Thomas-Day 
Director of Religious Education 
St. Monica Parish, Indianapolis 

Bruté seminarians serving at St. Monica Parish in Indianapolis. 
(front row left to right) Elias Bezy, Sam Hansen, Evrard Muhoza, Mary Jo, Khaing Thu, Nicholas Emsing.  
(Back row left to right) Chase Riecker, Tony Brandt, Kris Garlitch, Joey Graff, David Vest. 



 

 Agere sequitur esse. This axiom from 
St. Thomas Aquinas means that “action fol-
lows being.” This is a basic philosophical 
truth; a reality that we take for granted but 
when it is articulated it is obvious. What we 
do follows who we are. A mother feeds and 
clothes her child. The action of clothing and 
feeding the child does not make a woman 
“Mom.” She’s Mom because she loves her 
child and that being, that truth of who she 
is, leads her to do the actions of a mom and 
care for her child. Because God is Father, He 
loves and provides for all His children. Be-
cause Jesus is Son, He offers all things to His 
Father. Because a man is a priest, because 
he is Priest, because he is Father - he does 
the work of a priest. 

 We priests stand at the Altar of God, 
a lot. Time and time and time again. Just 
think about a normal week for a priest in a 
parish: 4-5 weekday masses, 3-4 weekend 
Masses, and that doesn’t include the extra 
funeral, the school Mass, the nursing home, 
or that one special volunteer Mass after bin-
go. Priests celebrate Mass, a lot. 

 One of the greatest compliments 
I’ve ever received came from woman who 
was a recent convert. As she came to church 
more and more, she started to notice how 
many Masses I celebrated. She told me that, 
from her perspective, I always put my whole 
self into the Mass. She said that she as-
sumed priests would be tempted to speed 
through Mass, having offered it so many 
times. To her, my energy and my care at 
Mass never wavered (though it may have on 
the inside to myself, but that’s another 
matter). I was very moved when she shared 
this with me. And I can hope, in all humility, 
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that my faithfulness at the altar led her 
deeper into our Catholic faith. 

 Agere sequitur esse. A priest must 
know who he is to serve pastorally. I can-
not celebrate the Mass worthily and well, 
time and time again, unless I know who I 
am. If I don’t understand my being, I will 
fail at the heart of what I do sacramental-
ly. For each one of us, our identity and our 
being, no matter what we’re doing, is 
sealed by the sacramental character of 
Christ. I am Priest, I am Father, I am in per-
sona Christi. While all Christians share in 
the life of the person of Christ, the priest 
does so by a singular grace of Holy Orders.  

 As Saint Pope Paul VI taught, “By 
the laying on of hands there is communi-
cated a gift of the Holy Spirit which cannot 
be lost.” We cannot lose that gift, that be-
ing, that reality of orders, sacramentally. 
We need to keep that gift in our heart. As 
Priest we must know who we are at our 
core first, and then we can approach the 
Lord present at the altar to minister to the 
people of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Ben Syberg, VF, ‘10 

Associate Director of Vocations; Dean, 
Terre Haute Deanery; Pastor, St. Marga-
ret Mary and St. Patrick, Terre Haute; 
priest moderator of Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
Terre Haute, and St. Mary-of-the-Woods  

Alumnus reflects on bringing whole 
self to each Mass as a priest 
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DONATE 
ONLINE! 
 
Did you know you can 
make a contribution to 
Bishop Simon Bruté 
Seminary online?  It’s 
easy and secure.   
 
bishopsimonbrute.org/ 
donate-to-the-seminary 

2500 Cold Spring Road 
Indianapolis, IN 46222 

facebook.com/
bruteseminary 

CONTACT US! 

bishopsimonbrute.org 

@bishopsimonbrute 

STAY  
CONNECTED! 

Interested in admissions 
information or a tour of 
the seminary? 

Photos, unless otherwise  
attributed, were provided by 
the Bishop Bruté Seminarian 
Marketing Committee or the 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis.  

To start the new semester, seminari-
ans returned to the castle for a few 
days of prayer and formation before 
beginning classes at the university. Fr. 
Peter Marshall, pastor of St. Jude Par-
ish in Indianapolis and adjunct spiritu-
al director at Bruté, led conferences 
on the four pillars of priestly for-
mation. Following the retreat, Arch-
bishop Thompson visited the seminar-
ians for Sunday Mass.   

 

Contact Mary Nguyen, 
Administrative Coordinator: 
317.924.1400 
mnguyen@archindy.org 


