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"For everything  

there is a season, 

and a time for  

every matter under 

 heaven."  

 

This beautiful verse 
from the book of Ec-
clesiastes, read often 

at funerals,   reminds us that life is a series of beginnings and 
endings. An opportunity to say hello and welcome, as well as 
goodbye and safely go with God. As I begin this article for our 
summer newsletter, I am remembering Virginia Marten, who 
went to be with God this past March. Virginia was not just a ben-
efactor and supporter of our seminary, she was a great woman 
of faith, a devoted wife, and a loving mother, and she will be 
missed by many.  The seminary staff and students offer our pray-
ers and support to the Marten family in thanksgiving for the gift 
of their treasured family member Virginia.  May the angels lead 
her into paradise! 

 This past May we graduated eight seminarians, and this 
is an opportunity to say goodbye, but also to remember all the 
goodness these eight men contributed to the life and happiness 

that makes up our formation at 2500 Cold Spring 
Road. I am proud to say that of our eight gradu-
ates, 100% plan to go on to graduate level      
seminary, and pray God, to be ordained for the 
priesthood. Returning to the Ecclesiastes reading, 
we are told throughout the verses that there is a 
time to build, a time to laugh, a time to embrace, 
a time to mend, a time for peace. Such times 
were experienced by the men who graduated, 
and these men contributed, by their openness to 
formation, to such times. We are grateful for 
these men, we wish them well, and thank them 
for saying “yes” to God's call for their life.   

 Please find in these pages the work of 
our formation. We were privileged, through the 
support of a benefactor, to take ten seminarians 
along with our staff to the Holy Land.  Because of 
the pandemic, travel was not possible the last 
few years, but the appointed time arrived in May 
and our students were allowed to encounter 
firsthand the presence of God in the land where 
He walked.  Be assured of our prayers for all of 
you as you continue to walk the way of faith. 
Thank you for your ongoing support of us and 
may we always walk in faith together for the  
glory of God whom we trust to lead us for all 
time and in every circumstance.  

A time to say hello...and goodbye 



WALKING WHERE JESUS WALKED 
Seminarians reflect on pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

Jacob Schneider 
For me, it was the site of Capernaum near the Sea 
of Galilee. It was significant to me since it would 
have been the place near where Christ called Simon 
Peter. This tied into why I wanted to come to the 
Holy Land in the first place and getting to be in the 
spot where Simon would have first met Our Lord 
reminded me of that goal. It gave me a physical 
place to picture and rereading the call of Peter in 
Luke, it helped me remember that my fears of inad-
equacy shouldn't get in the way of what God calls 
me to be.  

Nick Kompar 
My favorite place to visit in the Holy Land was Mary's 
house in Nazareth, the Church of the Annunciation. Re-
flecting on the great challenge it must have been for her 
to say yes to Gabriel not knowing how she could remain 
faithful to her promise of virginity gave me great hope 
to commit my vocation to her although there are many 
things I, too, do not understand. Her faithfulness and 
deep prayer are great witnesses to me of what I should 
strive to emulate in my spiritual life.  

Robert McKay 
My favorite spot was this chapel in Magdala, since it 
reminded me of the importance of reaching out to Jesus. 
The mural depicts the story where a hemorrhaging wom-
an is healed by Jesus, all because she stretched out her 
hand to Christ and put her faith in him. With that in 
mind, I know that I can approach Christ whenever I 
need him, and he will heal my wounds and sustain me 
through my troubles.    

Sam Hansen 
My favorite place was Capernaum, also known as "The 
Town of Jesus" because this is where he settled at the 
beginning of his ministry. The synagogue where he de-
livered the Bread of Life Discourse reminded me of the 
small beginnings of his mission on earth, and it moved 
me personally to see Peter's house, where Peter brought 
Christ to heal his mother. This town stood for me as a 
monument to how our mission begins with those who 
accept us and call us "friends" and that friendship with 
Christ is what keeps us firm in the faith.  

Emiliano Enriquez de Alva 
The place I liked the most was the Jordan River. I liked 
the idea that I got much deeper in the water than the oth-
er seminarians. More than that, I'm happy to have re-
newed my baptismal promises.   

Chris French 
My favorite place is the Church of the Primacy of Peter. 
Here the resurrected Christ prepares breakfast for the 
Apostles on the shore of Galilee. In John 21:1-24 Jesus 
asked Peter if he loves Him three times. This is signifi-
cant to me because it shows the honesty of Peter. Each 
time Christ asks Peter if he loves (agape) him, Peter re-
sponds all three times that he loves (philia) Him. Peter 
can't respond with the same level of love that Christ has 
for him. Not only in this moment is Peter's honesty 
something that I strive for, but also Christ's humility. On 
the last question Christ asks Peter, "do you love (philia) 
me?" Here Christ comes down to meet Peter where he is 
at to being him up to Himself. It is neat so see where 
Peter was and how he later responded to Christ in agape 
love by his martyrdom.  

Khaing Thu 
My favorite place was the Church of the Holy Sepul-
chre. It is where Jesus was crucified and buried. It is 
also where the resurrection took place. The first time I 
went was early in the morning with Fr. Bedel and 9 oth-
er seminarians. There were no other pilgrims except us 
and the Armenian liturgy that was taking place. I got to 
spend an hour praying at the place where the crucifixion 
took place. During my time inside the church, I experi-
enced a strong presence of God which made me aware 
of how holy this place is, not just because this is where 
the paschal mystery took place, but also because of the 
countless other pilgrims who in good faith have visited 
this same spot for the last millennia.   

Evrard Muhoza 
The place I liked the most was Capernaum. After Jesus 
returned to the synagogue, he delivered the Bread of 
Life discourse. When the people heard, they left him. 
And Jesus looked at his twelve disciples and asked them 
if they also wanted to leave. Then Peter speaking for all 
of them, responded, “Master, to whom shall we go?” 
Peter's response reminded me that receiving  the bread 
of life and living by it is the only way of life. If we 
leave, we won't have anywhere to go for we will col-
lapse. 

Phillip Gorrell 
I enjoyed visiting Lazarus's tomb. It is here that Jesus 
called Lazarus to New Life. It reminded me that though 
we may be dead in sin, we can be raised up to new life 
in Christ Jesus.  

Alex Baier 
I found the Church of the Beatitudes was one of my fa-
vorite places in the Holy Land. It was a great place for 
reflection and prayer, and it is such a famous part of  
Jesus' ministry. 
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CONGRATULATIONS, 

Class of 2022! 

Tony Brandt 

Archdiocese of Cincinnati 
 
Major Seminary:  
Mt. St. Mary's, Cincinnati, OH. 
 
Favorite memory of Bruté: 
Going to Mozart's Requiem  
Solemn High Mass for All Souls 
Day.  
 
The most important thing you 
learned at Bruté: The most im-
portant thing I learned at Bruté is 
how to practice mental prayer. 
 
Reflection on Seven Sorrows of 
Mary: “Our Blessed Mother, out 
of obedience to God, put all of her 
confidence in His will.”  
 

Nicholas Emsing 

Diocese of Gary 
 
Major Seminary:  
Sacred Heart ,Detroit, MI.  
 
Favorite memory of Bruté:  
March for Life trip during sopho-
more year. 
 
The most important thing you 
learned at Bruté: The meaning of 
brotherhood. 
 
Reflection on the Seven Sorrows 
of Mary: “Let us say, with St. Al-
phonsus Ligouri, ‘grant that I may 
love Thee always, and then do 
with me what Thou wilt.’”  
 

Kristofer Garlitch 

Archdiocese of Indianapolis 
 
Major Seminary:  
St. Meinrad, St. Meinrad, IN 
 
Favorite memory of Bruté:  
Our annual trip to the March for 
Life in Washington, D.C.  
 
The most important thing you 
learned at Bruté: The necessity 
of having a relationship with our 
Blessed Mother.  
 
Reflection on the Seven Sorrows 
of Mary: “After all, we know 
what Mary thinks of God’s will.”  
 
 

Left to right: Nicholas Emsing, Evrard Muhoza, Kristofer Garlitch, Tony Brandt, Phillip Gorrell, Noah Isch, Khaing Thu, Samuel Hansen. 



 

Class of 2022! Phillip Gorrell 
Diocese of Springfield 

 
Major Seminary:  
Kenrick-Glennon, St. Louis, MO. 
 
Favorite memory of Bruté:  
Preparing for and attending  
Celebrate Bruté.  
 
Most important thing you 
learned at Bruté: Trust in God 
and hold firm in Him. 
 
Reflection on the Seven Sorrows 
of Mary: “Rest in the love of 
Christ.”  
 

 
 
 
 

Samuel Hansen 

Archdiocese of Indianapolis 
 
Major Seminary:  
St. Meinrad, St. Meinrad, IN. 
  
Favorite memory of Bruté: 
Walking around the grounds and 
praying. 
 
Most important thing you 
learned at Bruté: I learned that 
God’s will is right in front of you, 
whether you notice it or not. 
 
Reflection on the Seven Sorrows 
of Mary: “Rest in the love of 
Christ and Mary, and weep for 
your sins.”  

 

 

and His church. We as seminari-
ans, we respond to that call. And 
all that God wants from us is that 
we become servants who please 
Him, who obey His words and 
those who are here to help us, 
those who are above us.  
 
Reflection on the Seven Sorrows 
of Mary: “The love that she has 
for her son is that which unites 
her with him. His pain is her pain, 
his disgrace is her disgrace, his 
mockery is her mockery, his 
wounds are her wounds. This is 
the nearest we can get to know on 
this earth the love of God, and to 
know what God really is.” In-
spired by Venerable Fulton Sheen. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Khaing Thu 

Archdiocese of Indianapolis 
 
Major Seminary:  
St. Meinrad, St. Meinrad, IN. 
 
Favorite memory of Bruté: Eu-
charistic procession around the 
seminary. 
 
Most important thing you 
learned at Bruté: I learned that 
God will take care of everything if 
I daily offer my whole self into His 
hands.  
 
Reflection on the Seven Sorrows 
of Mary: “Let us also ask God for 
the courage to say ‘Yes’ to those 
who come to seek our help, to take 
risks and leave everything behind, 
putting out into the deep and go-
ing where God leads us, even 
when He leads us to the cross.”  

Noah Isch 

Diocese of Fort Wayne- 
South Bend 

 
Major Seminary:  
Mt. St. Mary's, Emmitsburg, MD. 
 
Favorite memory of Bruté: 
When Fr. Joe sang Irish folk 
songs at the fire on St. Patrick's 
Day.  
 
Most important thing you 
learned at Bruté: The importance 
of fraternity among my brothers. 
It is important for my growth as a 
Christian man and as a seminari-
an.  
 
Reflection on the Seven Sorrows 
of Mary: “Suffering is important 
and meaningful in the Christian 
life.”  
 
 
 

 
 

 
Evrard Muhoza 

Archdiocese of Louisville 
 
Major Seminary:  
St. Meinrad, St. Meinrad, IN.  
 
Favorite memory of Bruté: 
Cooking sweet potato fries for five 
hours.  
 
Most important thing you 
learned at Bruté: How it is God 
who calls those who He wants to 
serve Him. Only He knows the 
gifts we have that will serve Him 
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Fervor, formation, and fun 

 As my time here at Bishop Simon Bruté Col-
lege Seminary comes to an end after four years, I 
must say that I am grateful for having studied and 
lived here. I entered the seminary as a curious and 
quiet teenager looking to discern God’s will in a 
deeper way. I now leave this place I have called 
home as a much different person. My experience 
here at Bruté can be summed up by these three F’s: 
Fervor,      Formation, and Fun. 
 First, fervor and prayer is at the heart of 
what happens at the seminary. I have been blessed 
to be able to live in a place where Mass and adora-
tion take place every day. In other words, I live un-
der the same roof as Jesus! My time in seminary has 
also taught me about the importance of praying the 
official prayer of the Church, the Liturgy of the 
Hours. It is especially beautiful to chant the breviary 
psalms on solemnities here at the seminary. Finally, 
I have been able to join with local parishes and oth-
er groups around the nation for prayer through my 

ministry assignment, participating in the Nation-
al Catholic Youth Conference here in Indianapo-
lis, serving at the Right for Life Mass in Washing-
ton D.C., and so much more.   
 Secondly, formation refers to the 
change a seminarian undergoes in becoming the 
man he is called to be. Some areas of formation 
that I have engaged in have been being exposed 
to the reality of poverty in the city through 
homeless ministry. I have also grown in my abil-
ity to speak Spanish which I have used to help 
tutor a student. The seminary also creates the 
opportunity to grow in areas needed for priest-
hood including public speaking, leading tours 
and youth retreats, teaching and helping nearby 
parishes, and most importantly, growing in self-
knowledge. Every vocation calls for a sacrificial 
love, and in order to give of yourself, you must 

first know yourself. With that being said, I can truly 
say I know myself in a deeper way by coming to Bru-
té.  
 Finally, seminarians like to have fun! This usu-
ally takes the form of watching movies, playing 
sports, cooking, and pulling harmless pranks. Some 
humorous pranks that stand out to me include 
putting a seminarian’s bed outside on the roof, 
setting a seminarian’s alarm to go off at 3:00am while 
they are sleeping, and freezing a seminarian’s shoes 
overnight. I am also grateful for the many experiences 
I have spent with my brother seminarians touring 
Washington D.C. at the March for Life, attending Colts 
football games, assisting at numerous conferences, 
and representing Bruté at events and galas.  
 As I reflect on my time at the Bruté castle, I 
will be able to take many funny and joyful memories 
with me as I head to St. Meinrad Seminary and School 
of Theology in the fall to continue my studies for the 
priesthood. 

Kristofer Garlitch ‘22       
Archdiocese of Indianapolis 

The current state of vocations 
 Like any diocese, the work of the Vocations 
Office in the Archdiocese of Indianapolis involves a 
variety of events and programs. These events and 
programs are not ends in themselves, of course. 
Instead, their purpose is to foster relationships. Re-
lationships are everything! I tend to think of three 
important relationships our programs and events 
should nurture: the discerner’s relationship with 
other discerners, the discerner’s relationship with 

priests and seminarians, and the discerner’s relation-
ship with Jesus Christ.  
 First, we want discerners to come to know 
one another. In spending time with other young men 
from across the archdiocese, a young man comes to 
realize that he is not discerning alone. How important 
this is! Discernment is not meant to be a lonely affair; 
it is meant to be something done in community. After 

Continued on page 7 

Fr. Joe and Kristofer pose for a photo during freshman year move-in day in 
August, 2017(left) and again on graduation day, May 7, 2022 (right). 
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To learn more about  
vocations in your diocese, 
contact the Vocations  
Director: 
 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis 
www.heargodscall.org 
Fr. Mike Kuecher 
 
 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati 
www.catholicaoc.org/vocations 
Fr. Dan Schmitmeyer 
  
 
Diocese of Evansville 
www.evansvillevocations.org 
Fr. Tyler Tenbarge ‘12 
 
  
Diocese of Fort Wayne- 
South Bend 
www.diocesefwsb.org/vocations 
Fr. Andrew Budzinski 
 
  
Diocese of Gary 
www.garyvocations.com 
Fr. Chris Stanish 
 
  
Archdiocese of Louisville 
www.louisvillevocations.com 
Fr. Anthony Chandler 
 
  
Diocese of Knoxville 
www.dioknox.org/vocations  
Fr. Christopher Floersh 
 
  
Diocese of Owensboro 
www.owensborodiocese.org/
vocations  
Fr. Daniel Dillard 
 
  
Diocese of Springfield 
www.dio.org/vocations  
Fr. Brian Alford 

all, we belong to a Church – the body of 
Christ – and we are all connected!  
 Second, we want discerners to come 
to know priests and seminarians. This helps a 
young man to “put a face” to the office of 
the priesthood. If one reads books about the 
priesthood, he might get a little over-
whelmed and think, “I’m so not worthy!” or, 
“I could never do that!” Better to meet semi-
narians and priests, hear their stories, and 
witness their imperfect yet heroic pursuit of 
God’s will. Suddenly, seminary and even 
priesthood itself becomes all the more 
“real,” all the more of a real option to which 
God might be calling me.  
  Lastly, and most important of all, we 
want to foster relationships between young 
people and Jesus Christ. I like to think that, 
so long as a man is close to Christ, his voca-
tion becomes clear. Why? Because Jesus 
shows us which way to go. Stick with Jesus, 
who is the way, and he will show you the 
way! 
 All of our programs and events seek 
to form and nurture these three relation-
ships. 
 Bruté Days, held each summer, 
offers the chance for young men across the 
archdiocese to spend three days together 
and with many seminarians and priests of 
the archdiocese. It also features adoration, 
confession, daily Eucharist, pilgrimage, and 
spiritual talks. Last year’s Bruté Days tied the 
record at 64 participants. 
 Castle Nights, held once a month at 
Bruté Seminary, also provide a great oppor-
tunity for high school men across the archdi-
ocese to spend an evening at the seminary—
sharing in prayer, a meal, and games with 
the seminarians. 

 The St. Andrew Dinner, a new 
feature this past year, is a chance for pas-
tors to invite young men in their parishes 
to a formal dinner at Bruté Seminary. The 
event draws its name from the moment in 
Scripture where Andrew invites his broth-
er Peter to meet the Lord. Last year’s in-
augural event brought in about 40 priests, 
seminarians, and discerners. 
 High school groups of young men 
meet across the archdiocese. Some are 
called “Sons of Vianney groups,” some are 
called “Men of the Altar,” and some are 
called “Men of the Word.” Regardless of 
the name, these groups meet monthly 
and are led by the vocations office. They 
include prayer, fraternity, fun, and food!  
 There are many other events and 
offerings of the vocations office for men 
presently enrolled in a typical college or 
who are beyond college. In particular, we 
offer a Climb the Hill retreat each year at 
Saint Meinrad Seminary in the Fall and a 
Day of Prayer with the Archbishop each 
Spring. We also partner with parishes and 
institutes in their vocation’s offerings—
such as All Saints Parish’s Graced Retreat 
and the Indiana State Knights of Colum-
bus’ Race for Vocations event.  
  You can learn more about these 
and other vocations events, programs, 
and offerings at HearGodsCall.org. Please 
pray that all of them are connecting dis-
cerners with each other, with our won-
derful priests and seminarians, and most 
importantly, with Jesus Christ!  
 

Very Rev. Mike Keucher, VF,  
Director of Vocations 

Archdiocese of Indianapolis 



2500 Cold Spring Road 
Indianapolis, IN 46222 

 

facebook.com/
BruteSeminary 

CONTACT US! 

bishopsimonbrute.org 

@bishopsimonbrute 

STAY  
CONNECTED! 

Interested in admissions 
information or a tour of 
the seminary? 

Photos, unless otherwise  
attributed, were provided by 
the Bishop Bruté Seminarian 
Marketing Committee with 
particular appreciation to 
Khaing Thu for his  
photography of the Holy 
Land Pilgrimage 

Contact  
Administrative Coordinator,  
Mary Nguyen at:  
mnguyen@archindy.org 
317.927.4100 

DONATE 
ONLINE! 
 
Did you know you can 
make a contribution to 
Bishop Simon Bruté Col-
lege Seminary online?  
It’s easy and secure.   
 
bishopsimonbrute.org/ 
donate-to-the-seminary 
 
 

LIFE INCOME GIFTS:  
WAYS TO GIVE AND RECEIVE 

What if you could include your favorite charity in 
your planned giving while receiving income for 
life?  Life income gifts serve a dual purpose: they 
provide an income stream for individuals and their 
families while lending invaluable support to one of 
the parishes, schools or ministries within the Arch-
diocese of Indianapolis. Life income gifts come in 
three types: 
 

◼ Charitable gift annuities 
◼ Charitable remainder annuity trusts 
◼ Charitable remainder unitrusts 
 

Here’s an example: 
Helen (age 70) gives $25,000 in cash to a charity in 
exchange for a charitable gift annuity.  She receives 
a fixed payment of $1,275 a year for life. Of that 
$25,000 transfer, $9,866 is deductible as a charitable 
contribution. In addition, $977 of each annuity pay-
out will be tax free until Helen reaches her life ex-
pectancy (based on an AFR of 2.0% and an annual 
payout). Funds remaining in the annuity when Helen 
passes will be donated to the charity of her choice. 

It is important that you work with your 
attorney, tax or financial advisor to careful-
ly consider how you can use life income 
gifts to realize individual investment, retire-
ment, and/or estate objectives.   
 
 

If you are interested in more  
information, please contact the  
Catholic Community Foundation at 
ccf@archindy.org 
317.236.1482.  


