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Travel the canyons and 
trails of  the Southwest at 
this year’s Vacation Bible 

School (VBS) from June 6 to 10. God 
is so big and so great, and our VBS 
program gives our youth five days 
to learn about Him in an interactive 
way while building a rock-solid faith. 
Running from 9:30 a.m. to noon 
each day, VBS is open to youth from 
age 3 to fifth grade. Older youth 
are needed to lead the younger ones 
through the week, and adults are 
needed as leaders since past years 
have brought in about 200 kids. 

“This is a huge effort, and we need a lot of  hands,” says VBS Coordina-
tor Jessica Terry. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, in-person VBS has not taken place 
for the past two years. Jessica looks forward to a great week after the many 
cancellations and separations that have occurred since 2020.

“I am so excited to get together, see each other and just be in 
community,” Jessica says. 

Anyone whose children have attended VBS or has served certainly 
knows it is an exciting, action-packed week — the adults have just as much 
fun as the youth!

“I absolutely love seeing the joy in the kids’ eyes,” Jessica says. “They 
are always so excited, and they have so much fun.” 

VACATION BIBLe SCHOOL Makes 
Long-Awaited Return for Summer 2022 
Come Join the Fun of  “Monumental: Celebrating God’s Greatness”

“We want to take the opportunity to talk about Catholic 
traditions and the sacraments. We want to bring some 
Catholic living into the week.” — Jessica Terry



ST. VINCENT dE PAUL

2

Vacation Bible School Makes Long-Awaited Return for 
Summer 2022  continued from front cover

To see the children coming together to sing their hearts out for Jesus 
is one of  the most moving parts of  the week. Each day, children are led 
through a Bible story, play a game, watch a movie, do a craft and enjoy a 
themed snack. There’s also a saint for each day and Mass will also be held 
during the week. 

“We want to take the opportunity to talk about Catholic traditions and 
the sacraments,” Jessica says. “We want to bring some Catholic living into 
the week.” 

Jessica spends a lot of  time preparing for VBS. During the week of  
the program, she oversees everything and kicks off  each morning with the 
opening prayer. She looks forward to welcoming everyone back to VBS and 
connecting with the children. 

“I really love building relationships with all the families who participate 
in VBS,” Jessica says. “I love getting to know everyone — adults and chil-
dren — on a deeper level.” 

Jessica wants everyone to know that all are welcome to VBS. Our whole 
parish is needed to make this week a success. 

“You never know the seeds you might plant by your involvement in 
VBS,” Jessica says. “This is a way to share the light of  Christ and live the Gos-
pel with our actions. We want to instill the foundation in these kids that God is 
good, and He loves you. If  your faith is important to you, then share it!”

VBS registration is open at svdpcc.org and closes 
about two weeks before the program begins. 
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A Letter From Our Pastor 

THe MONTH Of MARy: 
A Time for Celebration and Joy

Dear Parishioners,

In the Catholic Church, we designate a 
particular devotion for each month — 
and May is when we honor our Blessed 

Mother Mary. Thus, this is a good time for 
us to think about and concentrate on our 
devotion to the Mother of  God. Perhaps we 
can add a few more Marian prayers to our 
daily routine. Praying the Rosary might be 
even more important. Of  course, that as-
sumes that daily prayer is part of  our daily 
routine — which it should be.

Our Blessed Mother is important to 
our faith and our Church. Her willingness 
to serve in a way that allowed the Lord to 
take human form made our salvation a possibility. Because of  
her complete trust in God, she lived her life free from sin, and 
after her life, she was assumed into heaven by the power of  
God and crowned Queen of  Heaven and Earth.

She is, of  course, not divine. We worship only our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but we honor Mary as a saint, and also in many 
other ways. We honor God when we remember the role of  
Mary in our salvation. Devotion to Mary always leads to Jesus 
Christ Himself.

Mary was joyous when she said “yes” to God. That is the 
kind of  joy we need to seek — and we, too, must say “yes” 

to the Lord. Let us be grateful to Mary for 
bringing us her Son. This is why we crown 
her on our Catholic version of  Mother’s Day. 
Through Mary, we are given an invitation 
into the Catholic fold. Her feminine presence 
and the safety of  her motherhood may help 
us grow.

For most of  us, this time of  year is a 
month of  growth in relation to nature. It 
is difficult not to have May as one of  our 
favorite months for so many reasons. May is a 
beautiful time. We are called to make it even 
more beautiful, and we can do that as we 
serve and love one another. 

I am deeply blessed to be your pastor. I may say that 
often, but it is true. My priesthood has been a blessing and 
serving you all has made that blessing even more significant. 

I pray for you daily. Please pray for me. God bless you 
and keep you always.
    
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Philip Brembah 
Pastor
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The Decoration of  Our Altar and Worship Space Draws Us into 

WORSHIP ANd PRAyeR
Altar flowers serve several purposes. Im-

portantly, they set a mood, enhancing the 
worship experience of  giving glory and 

gratitude to the God of  creation. They also cele-
brate the community aspect of  the parish. A group 
of  parishioners works hard each week to create the 
arrangements, and the flowers may be donated in 
honor of  specific intentions or family members. 

Women’s Guild member Anne LaMere is in 
charge of  this arm of  the guild, leading parishioner 
ministers — both men and women — in this ser-
vice. Several members decide on which flowers to 
purchase each week, and later they are thoughtfully 
arranged around the altar. Special care is taken to 
not overwhelm the space but, rather, for the flowers 
to enhance the worship experience.

Sometimes parishioners donate flowers from 
events such as weddings, anniversaries, or funerals. 
These flowers are then maintained in the kitchen 
refrigerators and rearranged into a Sunday ar-
rangement for the ambo. 

Working on the altar flowers provides a unique 
way to serve the parish and to make the liturgical wor-
ship experience better for all. It has also helped several 
members of  the team with their understanding of  
stewardship and their personal spiritual journeys.

“It forces me to set aside time for arranging 
flowers, and after placing them on the altar, I can 
sit in silence and pray — which is a very peaceful 

“This ministry has brought me closer in my faith walk with the Lord. I did not know 
anything about flowers or how to arrange them. By the grace of  the Holy Spirit, they 
look okay. People comment that they look good, and I say, ‘It was the Holy Spirit.’”

 — anne LaMere
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The Decoration of  Our Altar and Worship Space Draws Us into 

WORSHIP ANd PRAyeR
experience,” Anne says. “It also provides an opportunity for 
me to relinquish control and say, ‘God, these are your flow-
ers, please make them look good.’ This ministry has brought 
me closer in my faith walk with the Lord. I did not know 
anything about flowers or how to arrange them. By the 
grace of  the Holy Spirit, they look okay. People comment 
that they look good, and I say, ‘It was the Holy Spirit.’”

“I’m very appreciative of  all the hard work that the 
men and women from our parish contribute to this min-
istry to create a beautiful environment for us to worship 
in,” adds Janice Carter, President of  the Women’s Guild 
and a member for nearly 20 years. “The flowers set a 
peaceful mood and environment.” 

The next time you notice the flowers adorning the altar, 
perhaps take a moment to look in the bulletin after Mass to 
see if  they are there in honor of  any specific intentions. You 
can participate in the family life of  the parish by praying for 
these intentions throughout the week.

If  you would like to donate flowers for a specific inten-
tion, envelopes and forms are provided on the bulletin board 
in the narthex. These can be placed in the collection box, 
mailed to the church, or dropped off  in the church office. 
Intentions can be made in honor of  a living person, in 
memory of  a deceased person, or in celebration of  an event 
or group. Notices of  these special intentions will be placed 
in the bulletin.

If you would like to learn more, or to get involved, please contact 
Janice Carter at 817-516-0865 or janicecarter495@aol.com. 

mailto:janicecarter495@aol.com
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The May Crowning
ceLebraTing The Coronation of Mary

For many Catholics, May Crownings of  statues or 
icons of  the Blessed Mother have become rites of  
spring. Like flowers blooming or Mother’s Day, this 

annual Marian devotion reminds us that the cold of  winter is 
behind us, and it ushers in a month during which the Catho-
lic Church pays special homage to Mary as the Queen of  
Heaven and Mother of  God.

Generally taking place during the first weekend of  the 
month, May Crownings bring children — often, recent First 
Communicants — out in their Sunday best to participate in 
processions and adorn statues of  the Blessed Mother with 
crowns of  flowers or actual gold crowns. Additionally, the 
children often place roses at her feet, and Catholics carry out 
similar practices in their homes by placing roses around statues 
of  the Blessed Virgin, or even adding ornamentation to images 
of  Mary. But where did this practice come from, and how did it 
develop into the tradition that we currently know and love?

The Coronation of  Mary had been a popular subject in 
European art and literature for centuries, but the tradition of  
the May Crowning can be most accurately traced back to the 
late 16th century. Perhaps inspired by the practice of  adding 
ornamentation to Marian icons that had been carried out by 
some Eastern churches, Pope Clement VIII added two crowns 
to the icon of  Mary with the Infant Jesus in the St. Mary Major 
Basilica in Rome. The crowns were eventually lost, but were 
replaced by Gregory XVI in 1837 in a rite that was to become 
the standard practice for crowning.

While the May Crowning is not an official liturgi-
cal celebration on the Church calendar, it is an important 
practice in honoring Mary as the Queen of  the Universe, 
and its imagery is especially influential in the faith forma-
tion of  children. As Liz Kelly writes in May Crowning, Mass, 
and Merton and Other Reasons I Love Being Catholic, “One of  the 
defining aspects of  being Catholic is devotion to Mary. I favor 
no Marian celebration more highly than May Crowning, the 
feast that recognizes Mary as queen of  heaven and earth. To 
a person of  any age, this is a mighty big title, but to a child of  
five or six or seven, it expands to enchanting, magical propor-
tions. How many queens does one get a chance to meet in a 
lifetime, much less crown?”

This year, we will host a May Crowning on Sunday, May 
1st at 12:00 PM in the church.

Bring Flowers oF The raresT

Bring flow’rs of the fairest, 
Bring flow’rs of the rarest, 

From garden and woodland 
And hillside and vale; 

Our full hearts are swelling, 
Our glad voices telling 

The praise of the loveliest 
Rose of the vale. 

 
O Mary! we crown thee 
with blossoms today, 
Queen of the Angels, 
Queen of the May, 

O Mary! we crown thee 
with blossoms today, 
Queen of the Angels, 
Queen of the May.
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sT. VinCenT de Paul aCadeMy: 
A Place for Our Youngest Disciples to Learn and Grow

It’s always a great day in Pre-K! Here at St. Vincent 
de Paul Academy, our youngest disciples are enjoying 
springtime as they learn and grow!
Lent and Eastertide are always a fruitful time for our 

Catechesis of  the Good Shepherd program, in which our Pre-
K 3 and Pre-K 4 classes participate weekly. As the great feast 
of  Easter season is upon us, we all look forward to our time 
in the Atrium reflecting on Jesus’ great love for us. For those 
who may be unfamiliar, our Atrium is a place for these littlest 
learners to explore their faith in a concrete and developmen-
tally appropriate way. They are presented with essential ele-
ments of  the faith and are then invited to work with tangible 
materials intended to deepen their understanding and prayer 

life. We see many great fruits from this program, and this time 
of  year is always a particularly special one.

We also look forward to our second annual May Crown-
ing, scheduled this year for May 5. All of  our classes have the 
opportunity to honor Jesus’ Mother in this uniquely Catholic 
way. This simple and beautiful presentation of  a crown and 
flowers to the Mary statue teaches students to recognize and 
esteem our Blessed Mother as Queen of  Heaven.

Our most bittersweet moment of  the springtime is our 
Spring Program, which includes our Pre-K 4 graduation 
ceremony. As we prepare to say goodbye to our sweet Pre-K 
4 students who we have lovingly taught, laughed with, prayed 
with, and watched grow during the school year, we do so 

As our students cross the stage in their small caps and gowns, we are 
reminded of  how fleeting this time can be, and how far too soon, with 
the support of  their parish community, they will again cross a stage 

in a cap and gown, ready to be God’s hands in the world.

continued on back cover
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MASSeS
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 p.m.

Sunday: 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

Weekdays: (M/Th/Fr) 8:45 a.m. in the church

        (Wed) 6:00 p.m. in the church

Holy Days: 8:45 a.m. and 7 p.m.

Confessions: Saturday: 4-5 p.m. in the chapel
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knowing that they are ready to take kindergarten by 
storm, wherever they may go. As our students cross 
the stage in their small caps and gowns, we are re-
minded of  how fleeting this time can be, and how far 
too soon, with the support of  their parish community, 
they will again cross a stage in a cap and gown, ready 
to be God’s hands in the world.

In the fall, we’ll have a new crop of  Pre-K stu-
dents, ready to go on this journey with us again. 

If you’d be interested in having your children join us, we are currently 
registering for the fall. We have programs for students 2 to 6 years of age, and 

you can find program details, pricing and registration information on our 
website at www.svdpcc.org/academy. Isabel White, the Director of St. Vincent’s 

Academy, is always available to answer questions, and tours are available. 
Please contact her any time at iwhite@svdpcc.org.

http://www.svdpcc.org/academy
mailto:iwhite@svdpcc.org

