
 

 

Saints Mary & Joseph Parish 
February 2, 2020 

Our Mission Statement: 

Discover God’s Love so we might Love God, Love Others, and 
Grow as a Community of Disciples. 

 

Mary Queen of Peace 
Church 
200 Lawrence Road 
Salem, NH  03079 
MASS: 
Sat:  4:00pm 
Sun:  9:30am w/KidsChurch  
Sun:  11:00am 
Mon: 9:00am (May—October) 
 
RECONCILIATON: 
Sat:  3:00pm—3:50pm  
 or by appointment 
 

St. Joseph Church 
40 Main Street 
Salem, NH  03079 
MASS: 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri:  7:15am  
Sun  7:30am & 5:00pm 
Rosary prior to daily mass   6:45am 

 
Parish Office 
603-893-8661 
200 Lawrence Road, Salem, NH 
Fax:  603-890-0292 
Mon-Thu 9:30am-2:30pm  
Fri 9:30am-12:30pm by appt. 
Email:  st.josephs@comcast.net 
Website: 
www.saintsmaryandjoseph.org 
Facebook:  Sts Mary and Joseph 
Twitter:  @StsMary_Joseph 
Instagram:  Stsmaryjoseph 



 
February 2, 2020—The Presentation of the Lord 

 

Please extend a warm welcome to Father Richard Kelley & Father Theodore who 
will be celebrating masses with us this weekend. 

In God’s time, not ours!  Our scripture readings for this Sunday will probably speak more clearly and strongly 
to the more senior members of our Parish than to those younger than 50 years.  Over the 36 years that I’ve 
ministered in our Parish, I’ve spent much time with the elderly, those on their last 20 years of life.  So often as I 
visited with them individually, they would lament their state of life saying, “Why is God allowing me to just 
wait feeling useless and alone?  Why doesn’t God take me to be with Him?”   
We hear in the Gospel for today about two people who must have felt this way, Simeon & Anna.  Both were of 
advanced age, and both must have been told by God in prayer that they would live to see the One who would 
come to save a nation, a world from the depths of Godlessness into which they had fallen.  Both must have 
said many times to themselves and others, “Has God forgotten us; we have prayed, why hasn’t God  
answered?”   
A friend of mine just died this last week and he used to often ask why God hadn’t answered his and others’ 
prayer for relief from the pain and suffering of cancer.  It seemed kind of trite on my part to say that God had a 
plan for what he was experiencing.  But isn’t it true?  God uses the suffering of His sons and daughters to 
lessen the suffering of the faithful who died while still in sin.  Nothing is lost in the lives of God’s faithful ones if 
they but trust Him and even praise God for what He has permitted in their lives.  “Now faith is the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)                    Deacon David 

SAVE THE DATE:  Volunteer Appreciation Night is Tuesday,  
April 28 at 6:00pm in SJRCS Auditorium. 

Pot Luck Supper is Wednesday, February 5 at 5:30pm in St. Julie Hall.  The theme is 
Soup, Salad & Sandwich.  What a great opportunity to sample a variety of items 
while enjoying great conversation and making new friends! Come & join us!! 

The Blessing of the Throats is a sacramental of the Roman Catholic Church, ordinarily 

celebrated on February 3, the feast day of Saint Blaise of Sebaste. The annual blessing of 

throats is an ancient traditional sign of the struggle against illness in the life of the 

Christian. This blessing is ordinarily given on the memorial of St. Blaise, who is reputed to 

have saved a young boy from dying of a fish bone stuck in his throat. The blessing will be 

offered after all of the Masses this weekend. 

Miriam Dinner Are you looking to follow the Lord and ready to say “yes” when he calls?  We would like to invite women 
ages 14-40, who are considering a vocation to the religious life or would simply like some help hearing the Lord’s call in their 
life to an evening of prayer, conversation, and dinner at the Joseph House (279 Cartier St. in Manchester) on February 7 
from 6-8pm.  Sister Mary Thomas Lesniak, a native of New Hampshire and a member of the Felician Sisters, will be sharing 
her inspiring vocation story.  Please RSVP to Becky Vinson at rvinson@rcbm.org or 663-0153 if you would like to attend. 
 
St. Andrew Dinners   St. Andrew was the first of the Apostles to hear Jesus’ call to follow him.  We would like to invite men 
in our diocese who are considering a vocation to the priesthood or would simply like some help hearing the Lord’s call for 
their life to an evening of prayer, conversation with the Vocations Team, and dinner from 6-8pm at the Joseph House in 
Manchester (279 Cartier St.).  Dinner on February 21 is for young men ages 13-18 and dinner on February 28 is for men 

ages 19-60.  Please RSVP to Becky Vinson at rvinson@rcbm.org or 663-0153 if you would like to attend. 

mailto:rvinson@rcbm.org
mailto:rvinson@rcbm.org
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Youth Happenings: All group events are held at Youth Center, 40 Main St.,  Salem, NH, Behind St. Julie Hall 

    Unless stated otherwise. 

What’s Happening at KidsChurch at MQP  during the 9:30 am Liturgy  
Psalm 139:14 

Drop your preschool child off in our Kidschurch room before the 9:30 Mass so they may  
experience Church in an age-appropriate environment!!! 

Faith Formation Upcoming Schedules:   
  Option 9:30A Feb. 2  Mass-Noon 
  Option 4:00:  Feb 8   Mass-6:30 
  Option 9:30B:  Feb 9   Mass-Noon 

“The Lord gives you his Word, so 
that you can receive it like a love 
letter he has written to you, to 
help you realize that he is at 
your side.” 

Follow Pope Francis on Twitter 
@Pontifex      

We have been busy, busy, busy! The past couple of months we learned that our faith is like a pump-
kin! God hand picks us, helps us grow and puts a light inside us to shine! We made pumpkins, played 
with playdough and explored how thankful we are! December we were busy saying Happy Birthday to 
Jesus! We learned about the Nativity, the true meaning of Christmas, we made a baby Jesus, sang 
Happy Birthday to him and even put on a little Nativity play! January we are busy learning about how 
God made us all unique... Like a snowflake! We are decorating snowflakes, celebrating our differences 
and appreciating are uniqueness! Can't wait for our February theme... Jesus loves us! 

Youth Ministry 
When our eyes/heart are shut to God's ways, we 
make a mess of things or things don’t work out 
right... But when we open our eyes/heart to 
God's ways... what beautiful  results!!! 
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Vocation Awareness: 
“Consider your own calling….” and do not be dis-
couraged by others when considering the conse-
crated life or priesthood.  Call Father Matthew 
Mason 663-0132, or  write: mmason@rcbm.org.  

Current Openings at St. Mary & Joseph Parish 
Part-Time – Pastoral Minister 
Lead High School Youth Group; Coordinate Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA); Assist in Faith Formation; Coordi-
nate Safe Environment Program ensuring all employees and volunteers have completed Diocesan Safe Environment 
requirements in a timely manner/maintain files and participate in audits when required; participate in weekly staff 
meetings, etc., Candidates should be willing to work nights and weekends to support parish activities and programs. This 
position is approximately 20 hours per week. Candidates should have excellent communication skills as well as strong 
computer skills.  
Part-Time – Pastoral Coordinator 
We are currently seeking a part-time Pastoral Coordinator to work for 20 hours per week, handling Liturgy of the Word 
for Children, Scheduling /Intake for Baptisms; prepare for baptism class/prepare certificates; Coordinate Coffee and  
Donuts at the 9:30 Mass and 11:00 Mass at MQP; Find EM’s to bring Communion when there is a need; Assist in Faith 
Formation; Coordinate Stations of the Cross and offer Soup all Wednesdays of Lent; Coordinate the Giving Tree at  
Christmas and Our Family to Family meal distribution at Thanksgiving and Easter; Coordinate Harvest Fest; Coordinate 
fundraising events; participate in weekly staff meetings, etc. Candidates should be willing to work nights and weekends 
to support parish activities and programs. Candidates should have excellent communication skills, both written and  

spoken as well as strong computer skills.  For each, Salary is commensurate with skill and experience.  
Cantor:  Our Parish is seeking a part-time Cantor to lead the music at the 4:00 p.m. Saturday Mass at Mary Queen of 
Peace. The candidate should be familiar with Roman Catholic liturgy and be able to work with the organist and other 
musicians.  

If you or someone you know is qualified and interested in any of the above positions, please send a resume 
to Fr. Vincent at    onunkwo2001@yahoo.com    

     ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION      
Bishop Peter A. Libasci invites all couples celebrating 
an anniversary in 2020 of 10, 15, 20, 30, 35, 40, 45 
or 55+ years, to attend the Spring Wedding  
Anniversary Mass. This celebration will be held on 

Sunday, April 19, 2020 at 2:00 p.m., at St. Joseph Cathedral,  
Manchester. To register, please contact your parish office by March 
20, 2020. The parish office will gather and submit all necessary  
information. Once registration has been completed by the parish 
office, all registrants will receive an invitation to this special  
celebration. Couples celebrating anniversaries of 5, 25, or 50 years 
will be asked to register later for a fall celebration.  To all other  
married couples, congratulations and we look forward to seeing you 
at this spring’s Wedding Anniversary Mass! 

Slice-of-the-Pie January Winners 
George Ouellette        #150 
 George Abdulla       #12 
                             Roger Desroche       #64 

Congratulations!   Each receives a check for 
$125.00 

Saints Mary and Joseph Parish has an active quilt-making ministry. As a 
result of our weekly sewing sessions at St Julie Hall, the group has donated 
hundreds of quilts  to various charities over the last 10 plus years. More 
recently the group provided quilts to the Honduran Mission for distribution 
in orphanages and nursing homes during their annual mission trip. 
Pictured are some of our members holding the quilts that were donated 
last week to the Knights of Columbus Laundry Basket Drive. 
New quilters are always welcome. If you would like to check us out, we 
meet at St Julie Hall on Tuesdays from 12:30 to 3:30 pm. For questions, call Gina at 603-898-3536.  Additionally, if you prefer 
knitting or crotcheting our prayer shawl ministry meets on the third Wednesday of each month from 1:00pm – 2:30pm at 
the Mary Queen of Peace campus.  All are welcome!  Contact Linda Simmons at 603-401-9947 for more information. 
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Parish Information: 
New Parishioners  We welcome 
you to our Parish!  Please register 
on our website:  
saintsmaryandjoseph.org or at the 
Parish Office.  
 

Baptisms Please call Justine Dufour 
at the  parish office at 893-8661 
x103. 
 

Communion or Sick Calls  A Priest 
or Eucharistic Minister will be hap-
py to arrange a visit at your home 
or hospital.  Please call Justine 
Dufour at 893-8661. 
 

Marriages  Couples please call the 
parish office at 893-8661 x101 for 
an appointment at least six months 
prior to the date of your marriage. 
 
 

Food Pantry  893-8661 x131 
Pantry Hours  Every Friday 11:30am 
to 12:30pm at St. Joseph Campus.  
Salem residents can visit the Pantry 
every four weeks. Please call by 
Thursday Noon for Friday pick-up. 
 
Prayer Line 
We are 35-40 families that pray for 
those who have died and those 
struggling with health issues or any 
kind of discord in their families. 
Requests for prayer are sent to 
prayers by first name only to pre-
serve family privacy. Call Melanie 
at 603-893-6763 or Lee at 603-898-
1927. Email requests can be sent to 
greeleykid@msn.com BUT must 
have the word "prayer" in the  
subject line!!! 

Parish Staff:         893-8661 
Fr. Vincent Onunkwo…….Administrator 
   onunkwo2001@yahoo.com         x106                                                    
Jay Cormier…………………...…….....Deacon 
     jaycormier@comcast.net 
David Costello….…….……………....Deacon 
     greeleykid@msn.com 
XXXX                  …………...Pastoral Minister 
     pm@saintsmaryandjoseph.org    x103 
Sue Levesque……..Family Faith Formation 
     ff@saintsmaryandjoseph.org        x107 
Carol Kater…………………...Finance Director 
      ckatermqp@comcast.net               x102 
Maryanne Murach….Bulletin/Admin x101 
    bulletin@saintsmaryandjoseph.org  
    officeadmin@saintsmaryandjoseph.org  

Upcoming Parish Activities 

NH Knights of Columbus: “In service to one, In service to all.” 
SCTV #17:   An appropriate topic  
 Airing  2/3– 2/5/20  Mondays 8:00pm  Tuesday & Wednesday 2:00pm 

Year-End Tax Statements Call 893-8661 x 101 for Maryanne or email office 
admin@ saintsmaryandjoseph org  Statements will be mailed out on Fridays for  
requests made during that week.  Thank you for your cooperation! 

Upcoming Neighboring Parish Events 

Immaculate Con-
ception Church, 
216 E. Dunstable 
Rd., Nashua, NH 

Sunday, March 1, 
2020 at 3:00pm 
with Donna Cori 

Way of the Cross 
Concert with med-
itation in song and 
video form 

For info contact 
Donna at  
donnacori.com or 
call office at 603-
888-0321 

Immaculate Con-
ception, 216 E 
Dunstable Road 
Nashua 

Monday, March 16 
at 7:00pm, best-
selling author  
Jason Evert 

WHY BE CATHO-
LIC? Discover the 
beauty & treasures 
of the Faith 

For more info call: 
603-888-0321 

St. Patrick Parish 
Pelham, NH 

November 12—17, 
2020, includes air-
fare from Boston 

Guadalupe Pilgrim-
age with Fr. 
Volney DeRosia as 
chaplain 

Canterbury Pil-
grimages 800-653-
0017 

Upcoming Comedy Night Request!  Calling for raffle items! We are looking for 
items to raffle for the upcoming comedy night on February 15, 2020. These items 
could include a themed basket like local wines, or family board games, or scratch 
tickets. Maybe you want to donate a restaurant gift card to your favorite location 
in town. All of these items will be raffled off at the event in a chance style drawing 
where tickets will be purchased and then one will be chosen. Please reach out to 
Ken Tarara with questions and availability to drop items off  smjpcomdy@gmail. 
com or (978) 697-6930. Items must be sent in by February 9, 2020. 

We are planning a Unique Lenten Discussion Group.  For six weeks of Lent, people 
will gather in small groups .  Discussion will be based on Pope Francis’ encyclical on 
the environment, Laudato Si, “Care for Our Common Home.”  Throughout  his letter, 
there are calls for dialogue.  Copies of the encyclical and a readers guide with study 
questions will be provided for participants. 
Weekly preparation prior to the meetings is expected to be one hour.  Day, time, and 
meeting location will be set for the convenience of the participants. 

First Friday Adoration Friday, February 7, 2020 at NOON at St. Joseph Church.   
Divine Mercy 3:00 PM, Litany of the Precious  Blood and Rosary 

Our Book Club selection for February, is Rising Out Of Hatred: The Awakening Of 
A Former White Nationalist by Pulitzer prize winner, Eli Saslow. We will meet on 
February 21, from 10:30 - noon, at MQP, in the Emmaus Room. For information 
email: normazimmermann@gmail.com 

mailto:greeleykid@msn.com
mailto:smjpcomedy@gmail.com
mailto:smjpcomedy@gmail.com
mailto:normazimmermann@gmail.com
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St. Joseph 
Sunday, February 2 
7:30a  Joseph Lessard,Sr. r/b  Joe 

& Martha Lessard, James 
Smith r/b Marilyn & Wes 
Suszek, Helen Chmieleski r/b 
The Family 

5:00p Janis Conlan r/b Her  
 Family 
 
Monday, February 3 
7:15a  William Bourque r/b The 

Family 
Tuesday, February 4 
7:15a   Maurice L’Heureux r/b 

Ron Bourque 
Thursday, February 6 
7:15a    Carol Jutras r/b The  
 Family 
Friday, February 7 
7:15a   Intentions of Paul O’Reilly 

r/b Bereavement Group 
Sunday, February 9 
7:30a  Pro Populo The People of 

the Parish 
5:00p  Susan M. (Lattini) Arcidiac-
ono r/b  M/M Guido Lombardi 

Mass Intentions  

Mary Queen of Peace 
Saturday, February 1 
4:00p Jack Fenlon r/b Don & Linda 

Simmons, Marilyn Fennell r/b Ann 
& Bobby Struthers, Larry Merete  

 r/b Pura Cayabyab 
Sunday, January 26 
9:30a   James Angelo r/b Cipriano 

Family, James Covey r/b Mary 
Keronski 

11:00a  Pro Populo—People of the 
Parish 

 
Saturday, February 8 
4:00p   Angela Walkman r/b Melanie 

& David Costello, Angelina Garcia 
r/b Pura Cayabyab, Marguerite 
“Peggy” Snodgrass r/b Klecan 
Family 

Sunday,  February 9 

9:30a  Mary Caires /b Melanie &  
David Costello, Norman Kaufman r/b  

Carter Family, Huguette O’Brien r/
b The Parker Five 

11:00a  John Fenlon r/b Al & Diane 
Cormier, Dolores (Russo) 
Pagliarulo r/b Paula & Emily,  

Donna Marie Ferranti r/b Tom & 
Lynn Walsh 

Parish Events 

Sunday       February 2 
9:30am KidsChurch/MQP– 

KidsChurch Room 
9:30am Family Faith Formation/

MQP-Hall 
11:000am Baptism /MQP-Church 
 5:00pm CIA & Hight School Youth 

Groups/SJ-Church 
 

Monday         February 3 
5:30pm Fun in Sun, Jesus Kids 

Groups/SJ-Youth Center 
6:30pm Choir rehearsal for 

11:00am/MQP-Church 
7:00pm RCIA/SJ-Family Room 

 
Tuesday        February 4 

10:00am Bible Study/MQP-Emmaus 
Room 

12:30pm  Quilting/SJ-St. Julie Hall 
 7:00pm Walking with Purpose/MQP-

Hall 
7:00pm Comedy Night Meeting/SJ-

Family Room 
  

Wednesday   February 5 
9:30am Men’s Cursillo Group/SJ-

Family Room 
10:00am Walking with Purpose/MQP-

Hall 
 10:00am Choir rehearsal/SJ-Church 
5:30pm Pot Luck Supper/SJ-St. Julie 

Hall 
 7:00pm    AA/MQP– Main Hall 
 7:30pm Ultreya/SJ-St. Julie Hall 
 
        Thursday         February 6 
6:00pm Atonement Band rehearsal/

MQP-Church 
7:00pm Bereavement Group/SJ-St. 

Julie Hall 
 

Friday     February 7 
NOON Adoration/SJ-Church 
 

Saturday           February 8 
8:00am Bible Study/SJ-St. Julie Hall 
4:00pm  Family Faith Formation/

MQP-Church 
6:00pm SIA/MQP-Emmaus Room 

Rest in Peace  
We pray for ALL who died recently.  May their families be comforted by loving  
memories of them and by hope in Christ’s promise of the resurrection. 

Parish Giving 
January 25 & 26, 2020 

(*Our goal is $11,000.00 each week.) 
Envelopes $7,938.00 
Loose  $1,582.00 
On-Line  $   943.00 
*   Total           $10,463.00 
 
2nd Collections for  February 
2/2 Development Fund 
2/9 Catholic Schools 
2/16  Fuel & Plowing 
2/26 European Relief 
Please consider adding Saints Mary 
& Joseph Parish to your will , or in 
your annual  tax relief. 
Your regular financial support of our 
parish community is essential to our 
continued  viability and vitality! 

Eternal Light/Sanctuary Candle 
is burning this week at St.  
Joseph for  the Intentions of 
Maja by  Brenda Terry and at 
Mary Queen of Peace for  
Intentions of Robin by Brenda Terry. 

Did you know? If you are 72 or older and need to take a “required minimum 
distribution (RMD)” from an IRA retirement account, a direct distribution to a 
qualified charitable organization, such as our parish, can save you money on 
your taxes.  Such a donation will count toward your required minimum distribu-
tion but will be excluded from taxable income.  Ask your tax preparer or IRA 
trustee for the details. 


