
 

 

Saints Mary & Joseph Parish 
April 12,  2020  EASTER 

Father Vincent and the Staff wish everyone a Happy & Glorious Easter  

Season!  Look beyond the candles and lilies of this Easter and see the Risen 

Christ alive in every act of selflessness and generosity,  

no matter how simple or small.   

Jesus Is Alive, He Is Truly Risen Among Us! 

 

Mary Queen of Peace 
Church 
200 Lawrence Road 
Salem, NH  03079 
MASS: 
Sat:  4:00pm 
Sun:  9:30am w/KidsChurch  
Sun:  11:00am 
Mon: 9:00am (May—October) 
 
RECONCILIATON: 
Sat:  3:00pm—3:50pm  
 or by appointment 
 

St. Joseph Church 
40 Main Street 
Salem, NH  03079 
MASS: 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri:  7:15am  
Sun  7:30am & 5:00pm 
Rosary prior to daily mass   6:45am 

 
Parish Office 
603-893-8661 
200 Lawrence Road, Salem, NH 
Fax:  603-890-0292 
Mon-Thu 9:30am-2:30pm  
Fri 9:30am-12:30pm by appt. 
Email:  st.josephs@comcast.net 
Website: 
www.saintsmaryandjoseph.org 
Facebook:  Sts Mary and Joseph 
Twitter:  @StsMary_Joseph 
Instagram:  Stsmaryjoseph 



April 12,  2020—Easter Sunday 

 

 
Bishop’s letter of March 17, 2020 
The celebration of Mass as we are accustomed to it in the diocese will change in light of the information we are receiving. 
We are mindful of our obligation to protect the most vulnerable and protect the common good.  
 I have reminded the priests of our diocese that they must continue to celebrate daily and Sunday Mass with or without any-
one present. No matter the circumstance, Canon law, the law governing church matters, requires that the intention for an 
announced Mass MUST be satisfied. Likewise, pastors bear a particular obligation to ensure that the weekly intention of 
the Mass Pro Populo (for all the people of the parish) is satisfied, applying the Mass for the welfare of the people entrust-
ed to his care. It is a great and necessary comfort to those who cannot be present to know that their personal intentions 
will not be suspended or changed. It is also a great sign of care and a comfort for the people to know that the Mass is still 
being offered for all of them by their priests.  
In light of the guidance I have received, attendance at Mass will not be available to the general public. 
It pains me terribly to have to make this decision, but the severity of this world crisis reminds me of Our Lord who was 
bound and led away from his people to endure a suffering beyond all imagining – and this was done to Jesus who is God! 
Now, we are bound and led away from one another – we who are the People of God by Baptism. How can we not undergo a 
portion of the suffering He endured to save us from death?  
 Mass continues, thanks be to God! For the homebound – which now, many of our Faithful must be, the EWTN Television 
Network televises the Mass twice a day each day. Boston’s Catholic Television also broadcasts the Mass each day. Other tel-
evision stations and live streamed broadcasts over the internet also provide this limited and incomplete but, nonetheless in 
these circumstances, precious vehicle of the Church’s highest form of prayer. Make this viewing a priority in your home until 
we can all return to the Mass in our parish home.    Our priests have advised me that without the regular support of their 
parishioners they are very concerned that they will not be able to meet their regular financial obligations. Our diocesan 
offices are eager to help them. Your pastors will most likely reach out to you, hoping that you will continue to support your 
parish. Please do your best –even if, while you are watching the Mass on television you take up a collection in the living 
room and arrange for your gift of support to be brought to the parish. Online giving is something many parishioners do so 
that in snowstorm or while away on vacation their gifts continue. If you’d like, I’m sure our pastors would be willing to help 
you.   
Throughout His Blessed Passion Jesus prayed to His heavenly Father. In the Agony in the Garden He prayed and angels came 
to minister to Him. During this time, let’s follow this example of Jesus’ fervent prayers in time of trial. During His walk to Cal-
vary He encountered His Sorrowful Mother. Let’s take up the Rosary and The Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Here in 
these prayers we hear our story already told in the mysteries of the Rosary and in the titles of our Blessed Mother in the 
Litany. From the Cross Jesus forgave everyone. Let’s follow His mercy and heal divisions, forego blame and ask pardon for 
our own offenses. While in the Tomb, Jesus’ body rested after the rigors of the Crucifixion, yet His soul went to Hades to res-
cue and bring to Heaven the souls of those who had died before. Let’s follow Him yet again and take this time of social dis-
tancing to allow the body to be less subject to the rigors of having to run from one thing to another with no time to even 
share a special moment at the family table. Let’s spend time with “our own” who might sometimes feel like they are not 
with us anymore. When the stone was rolled away and the earth shook, the Tomb turned into a chapel of the presence of 
angels who announced that we had all come through to new Life with the Risen Christ. Let’s follow just once more and renew 
our Baptismal Promises and our belief in the Father, The Son and The Holy Spirit. Stronger than when we began, let us be one 
in Christ!  
 Faithfully yours in Christ,    
   + Bishop Libasci   

Brownie troop 58203 made Easter 
Baskets to be distributed with the 
Family-to-Family baskets.  They 
each earned a badge for their work.  
Thank You to the girls for sharing 
and caring about those less fortu-
nate in our community! 
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Youth Happenings: All group events are held at Youth Center, 40 Main St.,  Salem, NH, Behind St. Julie Hall 

    Unless stated otherwise. 

Faith Formation Upcoming Schedules: 
To help minimize the spreading impact of Covid-19, Kidschurch, Children’s Liturgy of the Word, Faith 
Formation classes and Sunday and Monday youth ministry are suspended until further notice...   
As advised by the Bishop's office, we will be looking to provide you with at-home enrichment online. 
As of now, Bishop Christian still plans to celebrate Confirmation and First Communion on May 17th! 

 

All non-essential meetings and programs in the parish have been suspended until further  notice. 
We have been advised that Saint Mary Mission from Lancaster, PA is in lockdown.  The pick-up of religious articles has 
been delayed. Once a new date is established, it will be published in the bulletin.  Thank you for understanding!   

“May our Christian existence be like that of our father Abraham: aware 
of having been chosen, joyful in moving toward a promise, and faithful in 
fulfilling the covenant.”    
 Follow Pope Francis on Twitter @Pontifex      

Vocation Awareness: “The Lord is risen, it is true!”  Through our Bap-
tism He calls us to proclaim new life to the world. Pray for those who 
herald the Good News as priests, brothers and sisters.  If you think God 
amy be inviting you to such a vocation,  call Father Matthew Mason 663
-0132, or  write:  mmason@rcbm.org.  

Parish Registration  
Question:  
Why is it so important that we register in a parish? Isn't it good enough that we go to Mass? 
Answer:  
Registration is the official way we join a parish community. Many people think that because they attend a particular parish 
they automatically belong. At times, young adults who have moved away for years think they are still signed up under their 
parents. But membership requires signing up, formally enrolling yourself in a parish. Registration is a commitment to a com-
munity, a way to be included in the religious, social, and ministerial activities of your parish. Your registration affects the 
parish in many ways. Census numbers can determine how many priests are assigned to a church, what benefits and obliga-
tions the community has to the diocese, and how Masses, Confessions, and devotions are planned and scheduled. Registra-
tion shows you belong. It is also necessary for certain benefits, like scheduling sacraments, obtaining sponsor certificates, 
and getting donation statements for taxes. Most importantly, it lets the parish count on you, to call on you to assist in its mis-
sion. Registering in your parish is a statement of faith and confidence in the life and work of your parish. 
The process is simple: you provide us with some information about yourself and your family, like name(s), address, contact 
information and whether or not you want to use envelopes or donate online.  You can go to the parish website to fill out a 
form (saintsmaryandjoseph.org) or fill out a paper form and put it in the offertory or bring it to the office.  Becoming a  
parishioner makes it easier for us to identify you and family members as a member of our parish community. 

The ropes along the side walls at both churches  symbolize our own journey of Lent.  With its ups and 
downs, accomplishments and setbacks, we strive  toward the victory of Easter so we can more fully cele-
brate the Resurrection!   Anyone who has ever attempted mountain climbing, or has even tried to walk 
up a steep hill, knows that it is very hard work!  Spiritually, if Lent was celebrated well, you can connect 

your sacrifices with your own dying and  rising to new life.  This too is hard work and demands a lot of energy and attention.  
If Easter is about new life in Christ, consideration of what the church looks like during the fifty days of Easter is very im-
portant!  The forty days of fasting gives way to the fifty days of feasting!  The flowers on the rope signifies turning the Len-
ten disciplines of prayer, fasting and almsgiving  into the ascent to Jerusalem to celebrate Easter…..our New Life in Christ! 

“The annual observance of Lent is the special season for the ascent to 
the holy mountain of Easter.”                          Ceremonial of Bishops  249 
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Easter celebrates Jesus being raised from the dead. The Resurrection is the central mystery of the Christian faith. 
In order to properly celebrate Jesus’ Resurrection, the central feast of Christianity, the Church sets aside 50 days 
of joyful celebration. These 50 days from Easter to Pentecost are celebrated as one feast day, sometimes called 
“the great Sunday.” Easter is celebrated on the first Sunday after the first full moon of spring. 
The Easter season—beginning on Easter Sunday and continuing for 50 days—is an opportunity for us to cultivate a 
spirit that defines who we are as Christians. So what does living the spirit of the Easter season mean in practical 
terms? Here are three concrete suggestions. 

Live with Joy 
Joy is a deep-down gladness that cannot be taken away, even in the midst of sorrow. The Passion and Resurrec-
tion of Jesus teach us that suffering is transformed through faith in the Risen Christ. With this faith, we are able to 
hold on to an enduring sense of joy even in the midst of the sadness we experience from the loss of a loved one, a 
failure to achieve an important goal, or a setback during recovery from an illness. 

Live without Fear 
The Resurrection teaches us that God can overcome anything, even death. When the Risen Christ appears to the 
women at the tomb and later to his disciples, his first words are “Do not be afraid!” (Mt 28:5,10) These words 
speak to our hearts, helping us cope with the fear from the loss of a job, a serious illness, or a crumbling relation-
ship. Our faith allows us to trust that God can overcome our most serious problems. 

Live with New Eyes 
Easter means to live with a sense of newness.  Just as the return of spring lifts our spirits and makes us feel like the 
whole world is new, the Resurrection of Jesus makes “all things new.” (Rev. 21:5) The Easter spirit is a spirit of re-
newal that enables us to show up at work with a positive attitude, to renew relationships that have been taken for 
granted, and to express appreciation and affection to those closest to us. It means to see the world through new 
eyes—God´s eyes. 
We can use these 50 days to cultivate an Easter spirit that enables us to be truly Christian: embracing joy, living 
without fear, and seeing the world again—as if for the first time. 

HE IS RISEN!!!  Allelluia! 
But do we recognize the Christ? 
Do we mistakenly see someone else instead, like Mary Magdelene’s gardener or the inquisitive stranger on the road to  
Emmaus, rather than recognize God with us?  Christ is in our very midst, but sometimes we are blinded by sadness, anger, 
skepticism, disappointment, etc that we fail to see!  Our youth ministries incorporate time at each gathering for youth to 
share their “God-Sightings”… ways they recognize God’s presence.  What some consider ‘coincidences’, we recognize as “God-
incidences”!  Since our gatherings have been suspended, we invited families to send in their God-Sightings and I am posting 
them on our parish Instagram…. Here are a couple of them.  Check out others on Instagram at Stsmaryjoseph. 
 
I found this heart on the ground it’s a cheerio. I knew it was a God-sighting.  
I think God was trying to tell me ” Great job doing your work!” 
 
 

I'm a physician and someone placed these signs in the parking lot at work 
today.  I'm pretty sure God knew I needed these today.   
Ian and Anna also decorated our driveway today and I didn't tell them about your 
challenge until tonight.  Hopefully someone saw it and it was a sign for them. 
As a hospital worker I’m finding God in my neighbor who has sewn masks  
and found gloves to donate to healthcare workers!! 

 
May we hold  fast to our faith during these days 

 believing Christ’s words: “I am with you always!” 
                                                 May our eyes, minds and hearts be open so we will see the RISEN CHRIST!                                    

Sue Levesque 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/easter
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/easter/living-the-spirit-of-easter
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/easter/jesus-is-alive
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Parish Information: 
New Parishioners  We welcome 
you to our Parish!  Please register 
on our website:  
saintsmaryandjoseph.org or at the 
Parish Office.  
 

Baptisms Please call the  parish 
office at 893-8661. 
 

Communion or Sick Calls  A Priest 
or Eucharistic Minister will be hap-
py to arrange a visit at your home 
or hospital.  Please call Maryanne 
at the Office at 893-8661. 
 

Marriages  Couples please call the 
parish office at 893-8661 x101 for 
an appointment at least six months 
prior to the date of your marriage. 
 
 

Food Pantry  893-8661 x131 
Pantry Hours  Every Friday 11:30am 
to 12:30pm at St. Joseph Campus.  
Salem residents can visit the Pantry 
every four weeks. Please call by 
Thursday Noon for Friday pick-up. 
 
Prayer Line 
We are 35-40 families that pray for 
those who have died and those 
struggling with health issues or any 
kind of discord in their families. 
Requests for prayer are sent to 
prayers by first name only to pre-
serve family privacy. Call Melanie 
at 603-893-6763 or Lee at 603-898-
1927. Email requests can be sent to 
greeleykid@msn.com BUT must 
have the word "prayer" in the  
subject line!!! 

Parish Staff:         893-8661 
Fr. Vincent Onunkwo…….Administrator 
   onunkwo2001@yahoo.com         x106                                                    
Jay Cormier…………………...…….....Deacon 
     jaycormier@comcast.net 
David Costello….…….……………....Deacon 
     greeleykid@msn.com 
XXXX                  …………...Pastoral Minister 
     pm@saintsmaryandjoseph.org    x103 
Sue Levesque……..Family Faith Formation 
     ff@saintsmaryandjoseph.org        x107 
Carol Kater…………………...Finance Director 
      ckatermqp@comcast.net               x102 
Maryanne Murach….Bulletin/Admin x101 
    bulletin@saintsmaryandjoseph.org  
    officeadmin@saintsmaryandjoseph.org  

Upcoming Parish Activities 

NH Knights of Columbus: “In service to one, In service to all.” 
SCTV #17:   An appropriate topic  
 Airing  4/13– 4/15/20  Mondays 8:00pm  Tuesday & Wednesday 2:00pm 

Upcoming Neighboring Parish Masses 

Diocese of Man-
chester home 
page 
https://
catholicnh.org 

Listing of 
livestream masses 
by Parish. 
Find heading 
“Livestreamed 
Masses”, scroll 
down until you see  
Find Your Parish or 
See Our Listing 
Select one 

https://
www.catholicnh.org/
community/outreach/
health-care/
coronavirus/
livestreamed-masses/ 

At the assigned 
time, view the 
Mass for that 
day LIVE by 
going to the 
website of the 
parish you 
want. 

Jesuit Options for 
Masses  

Listing of times 
and locations of 
livestreamed 
masses 

https://
jesuitseast.org/news-
detail?TN=NEWS-
20200318083745 

The April news-
letter for the 
East Province. 

The Bereavement Support Group meeting is suspended until further notice.   If 
“one on one” bereavement  support is needed, phone support is available   Contact 
Linda at 603-893-6061. 

Due to the COVID19 virus all funerals are currently being  
handled as private by the family to comply with the President's 
and CDC guidelines of limiting the number of people gathering at 
one time.. 
 
Please keep all the faithful departed and their loved ones in your 
prayers.  This is an especially difficult time for those grieving. 

The Bread & Roses Soup Kitchen has a CHANGE OF DATE.  Once we resume sharing 
desserts, our pick-up day will be MONDAY by 10:00am at the parish office.  

What is SIA? The CDC reports that 2 out of 5 men, and 3 out of 5 women-were 
sexually abused/molested as children.  Survivors of Incest, Anonymous, (SIA) is a 
12 step spiritual program that provides support and healing for those who were sex-
ually molested/abused as children (regardless of who the perpetrator was).  (We 
usually meet on Saturdays at 6 pm. in Salem, NH. Until the CDC issues an all-clear, 
all nonessential meetings in the parish have been suspended.)  Please email: SIA-
southernNH@aol.com or text 982-4262 or call 603- 898 1318 or visit the SIA web-
site: SIAWSO.org 

Next Sunday is Divine Mercy Sunday 

When celebrating Divine Mercy Sunday, the faithful are called to reflect 
more personally on the graces won through the life, death, and  
Resurrection of Jesus Christ. In this way their hearts may be more fully 
aware of the mercy of God for them personally and for the sake of the 
world. 
Learn how to pray the Chaplet in next Sunday’s bulletin! 

mailto:greeleykid@msn.com
mailto:SIAsouthernNH@aol.com
mailto:SIAsouthernNH@aol.com
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St. Joseph 
Sunday, April 12   Easter Sunday 

No Masses 
8:00a   Ed Kulesz r/b Dottie Clarke 
11:00a  Harriet Sullivan r/b Her 
Children 
 
Monday, April 13 
7:15a Ed Kulesz r/b Jim & Janet 

Frahm 
Tuesday, April 14 
7:15a  All Soul’s Intentions 
Thursday, April 16 
7:15a  All Soul’s Intentions 
Friday, April 17 
7:15a   Ed Kulesz r/b Pat Kulesz

   
Sunday, April 19 Divine Mercy 
7:30a Easter Flower Remem-
brance 
5:00p      Tony Morin r/b Denise      
          Beauregard   

Mass Intentions  
Father Vincent will be celebrating Private Masses and offering the  

Intentions  privately until further notice. 

Mary Queen of Peace 
Easter Sunday Weekend 

Saturday, April 11  NO Easter Vigil 
7:30p   James F. Thomas r/b Wife, 

Dolly 
Sunday,  April 12 No Easter Sunday 

 Masses 

9:30a  Intentions of Dave Thompson 
r/b  Deb Sarnie 

11:00a  Pro Populo—People of the 
Parish 

 
Divine Mercy Weekend 

Saturday, April 18 
4:00p    Vito Fallisi r/b Melanie & Da-

vid Costello; Cynthia Castricone 
Drake r/b her Mother; Anne Roan 
& son Wayne r/b Daughter & Son 

Sunday,  April 19 

9:30a  Easter Flower Remembrance 
11:00a  Brian Regan r/b Klecan  
      Family 

Parish Events 

Out of an abundance of Caution  
regarding the highly contagious 

COVID-19 virus: 
 

Sunday       April 12 
KidsChurch, Children’s Liturgy of the 
Word, Faith Formation classes and 
Sunday & Monday youth ministry  
programs are being suspended until 
further notice.  As advised by the  
Bishop’s office, at-home enrichment 
opportunities will be provided.   
 

Monday         April 13 
Choirs, Choruses, multiple musicians 
are suspended at all Masses till further 
Notice.  
 

Tuesday        April 14 
 All non-essential programs & activities 

are suspended. 
   

Wednesday   April 15 
All non-essential programs & activities 

are suspended. 
  
         Thursday         April 16 
All non-essential programs & activities 

are suspended. 
  

Friday     April 17 
All non-essential programs & activities 

are suspended. 
 

 Saturday           April 18 
8:00am Bible Study/Virtual meeting 

via computer/online 
 
All non-essential programs & activities 

are suspended. 

Rest in Peace  
We pray for Michael Carney, Sr., Ben 
Spangler  & Cheryl Maroney who died 
recently.  May their families be com-
forted by loving  memories of them 
and by hope in Christ’s promise of the 
resurrection. 

Happy & Blessed Easter!  Thank you  
For your continued  generosity! 

Parish Giving 
April 4 & April 5, 2020 

(*Our goal is $11,000.00 each week.) 
Out of an abundance of caution, the 
Diocese has recommended new ways 
to handle mail.  The collection data 
will be in next week’s bulletin. 
 
2nd Collections for  April 
4/5 Development Fund 
4/10 Holy Land 
4/12      Easter 
 
Please consider adding Saints Mary 
& Joseph Parish to your will , or in 
your annual  tax relief. 

Eternal Light/Sanctuary Can-
dle is burning this week at St.  
Joseph for   Dana Clarke by 
Morning Mass  Community 

and  at Mary Queen of Peace for 
John Bland, Sr. by  the Lavoie  
Family. 
The candle burns for one week.  If you 
would like to specify an intention, call the 
office. 

Did you know? If you are 72 or older and need to take a “required minimum 
distribution (RMD)” from an IRA retirement account, a direct distribution to a 
qualified charitable organization, such as our parish, can save you money on 
your taxes.  Such a donation will count toward your required minimum distribu-
tion but will be excluded from taxable income.  Ask your tax preparer or IRA 
trustee for the details. 

Volunteer  
Appreciation Night  
 

Watch for more details. 

Vigilance is necessary regarding 
the Coronavirus 

Wash your hands often! 


