
 

 

Saints Mary & Joseph Parish 
May 3,  2020  Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Our Mission Statement: 

Discover God’s Love so we might Love God, Love Others, and 
Grow as a Community of Disciples. 

All non-essential meetings and programs in the parish  
have been suspended until further notice.  

 

Mary Queen of Peace 
Church 
200 Lawrence Road 
Salem, NH  03079 
MASS: 
Sat:  4:00pm 
Sun:  9:30am w/KidsChurch  
Sun:  11:00am Livestreamed 
Mon: 9:00am (May—October) 
 
RECONCILIATON: 
Sat:  3:00pm—3:50pm  
 or by appointment 
 

St. Joseph Church 
40 Main Street 
Salem, NH  03079 
MASS: 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri:  7:15am  
Sun  7:30am & 5:00pm 
Rosary prior to daily mass   6:45am 

 
Parish Office 
603-893-8661 
200 Lawrence Road, Salem, NH 
Fax:  603-890-0292 
Mon-Thu 9:30am-2:30pm  
Fri 9:30am-12:30pm by appt. 
Email:  st.josephs@comcast.net 
Website: 
www.saintsmaryandjoseph.org 
Facebook:  Sts Mary and Joseph 
Twitter:  @StsMary_Joseph 
Instagram:  Stsmaryjoseph 



May 3,  2020—Fourth Sunday of Easter, Good Shepherd Sunday 

 

 
“I am the Good Shepherd “ 
Acts 13:14, 43-52; Revelations 7:9, 14b-17; John 10:27-30 
In all three liturgical cycles the Fourth Sunday of Easter presents a passage from John's  
Gospel about the good shepherd. After having led us among the fishermen last Sunday, this 
Sunday the Gospel takes us among the shepherds. These are two categories of equal im-
portance in the Gospels. From the one comes the designation "fishers of men," from the  
other "shepherd of souls." Both are applied to the apostles. 
The larger part of Judea was a plateau with inhospitable and rocky soil, more adapted to live-

stock than to agriculture. Grass was scarce and the flock had to continually travel from one spot to another; there were 
no walls for protection and because of this the shepherd always had to be with the flock. A traveler of the last century has 
left us a portrait of the shepherd of Palestine: "When you see him in a high pasture, sleepless, a gaze that searches in the 
distance, weather-beaten, leaning on his staff, ever attentive to the movements of the flock, you understand why the 
shepherd acquired such importance in the history of Israel that they gave this title to their kings and Christ assumed it as 
an emblem of self-sacrifice." 
In the Old Testament, God himself is represented as the shepherd of his people. "The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not 
want" (Psalm (23:1). "He is our God and we are his people whom he shepherds" (Psalm 95:7). The future Messiah is also 
described with the image of the shepherd: "Like a shepherd he feeds his flock; in his arms he gathers the lambs, carrying 
them in his bosom, and leading the ewes with care" (Isaiah 40:11). This ideal image of the shepherd finds its complete 
realization in Christ. He is the good shepherd who goes in search of the lost sheep; he feels compassion for the people 
because he sees them "as sheep without a shepherd" (Matthew 9:36); he calls his disciples "the little flock" (Luke 12:32). 
Peter calls Jesus "the shepherd of our souls" (1 Peter 2:25) and the Letter to the Hebrews speaks of him as "the great 
shepherd of the sheep" (Hebrews 13:20). 
This Sunday's Gospel passage highlights some of the characteristics of Jesus the good shepherd. The first has to do with 
the reciprocal knowledge that the sheep and shepherd have: "My sheep hear my voice and I know them and they follow 
me." In certain countries of Europe sheep are raised principally for their meat; in Israel they were raised above all for 
wool and milk. For this reason they remained for many years in the company of the shepherd who knew the character of 
each one and gave them affectionate names. 
What Jesus wants to say with these images is clear. He knows his disciples (and, as God, all men), he knows them "by 
name," which for the Bible means their innermost essence. He loves them with a personal love that treats each as if they 
were the only one who existed for him. Christ only knows how to count to one, and that one is each of us. 
The Gospel passage tells us something else about the good shepherd. He gives his life to his sheep and for his sheep, and 
no one can take them out of his hand. Wild animals -- wolves and hyenas -- and bandits were a nightmare for the  
shepherds of Israel. In such isolated places they were a constant threat. This was the moment in which is revealed the 
difference between the true shepherd -- the one who shepherds the family's flock, who does this for his life's work -- and 
the hired hand, who works only for the pay he receives, who does not love, and indeed often hates, the sheep. 
Confronted with danger, the mercenary flees and leaves the sheep at the mercy of the wolf or bandits; the true shepherd 
courageously faces the danger to save the flock. This explains why the liturgy proposes the passage about the good  
shepherd to us during the time of Easter -- the moment in which Christ showed that he is the good shepherd who gives 
his life for his sheep 
https://www.catholic.org/featured/headline.php?ID=4315 

Tuesday is Cinco de Mayo!  For this months Pot Luck Dinner, why not 
plan your own FIESTA!  Use colorful streamers, a few sombreros, a 
filled piñata, and some castanets to round out your decorations.  Your 
Mexican Meal can be any combination of tacos, chili, guacamole, beans, 
salsa & chips and of course a lime-based drink, or whatever your  
favorite Mexican dish is!  Of course, take-out works too!  
Since we are still not meeting on Wednesday for the monthly Pot Luck 
Dinner, when you say the blessing before your meal, include all those 
who would normally attend the dinner! 
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                                                                                          The Good Shepherd 
Like most people today, chances are you do not know any shepherds. For the first Christians, who were familiar with 

shepherds, the Good Shepherd was a favorite image to associate with Christ. In fact, the earliest  
Christian art depicts Christ as the Good Shepherd, not the crucified Savior. Often he was portrayed as a 
beardless youth. Surprisingly, the image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd is still popular. In fact, early 
childhood education experts tell us that young children find the concept of a shepherd and his love for 
his sheep enchanting. 
In the Old Testament God was called a shepherd, and God's people the flock. For instance, in Psalm 23 

the psalmist sings that the shepherd leads him to green pastures near refreshing waters. The shepherd guards him in right 
paths and protects him from evil. God says, “I myself will pasture my sheep; I myself will give them rest. . . . The lost I will 
seek out, the strayed I will bring back, the injured I will bind up, the sick I will heal” (Ezekiel 34:15-16). 
According to the Gospels, Jesus referred to himself as a shepherd. He said, “My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and 
they follow me” (John 10:27). A shepherd knows his sheep well. There is a personal relationship between Jesus and his 
followers. Jesus knows each of us by name. On the other hand, we respond to his voice and do not follow the voice of 
strangers who may lead us to harm. Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. A good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep” (John 10:11). Unlike a hired hand who flees to save his life, Jesus saved his flock from the wolf even though it 
meant sacrificing his own life. 
The parable Jesus told about the lost sheep is a story about Jesus' concern and care for us sinners. He is the loving  
shepherd who goes to great lengths to search for his lost sheep and when he finds it, carries it back on his shoulders  
rejoicing. 
When Jesus gave Peter the responsibility of leading his Church, he again used shepherd imagery. He told Peter, “Feed my 
lambs. . . . Tend my sheep. . . . Feed my sheep” (John 21:15-17). 
Knowing about shepherds sheds light on the image of Jesus as shepherd. The shepherd uses a staff with a hook on the 
end to guide the sheep and pull back the stray. Today Jesus guides his flock through bishops, who are known as pastors, 
the Latin for shepherds. Bishops carry staffs called crosiers. The shepherd has a rod to fend off wild animals that might 
harm the flock. Jesus saved us from evil. Jesus restores our souls. Shepherds feed their flocks. Jesus feeds us with the  
excellent bread of the Eucharist and brings us to living waters: baptism and the Holy Spirit.  
The image of shepherds is that they are kind, loving, patient, strong, and self-sacrificing. They are a good image for Jesus. 
And sheep, who can be rather stupid and foolish creatures, are a good symbol for us! 

† The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want! 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/scripture-and-tradition/jesus-and-the-new-testament/who-do-you-say-
that-i-am-names-for-jesus/the-good-shepherd/ 

Congratulations to the 
APRIL Slice-of-the-Pie 

Winners! 
Dave Bettencourt     #29 
 
Diane DiGirolamo     #65 
 
William Roberts         #171 

 
Each receives a check for $125.00! 

Due to the coronavirus and social distancing, there will be 
NO BAPTISMS in May.  We are awaiting news from the 
Bishop regarding when we might expect to reopen the 
churches for services. 
 
Please welcome our newest parishioners through  
Registraions in March & April: 

Mr. & Mrs. James Bourdelais 
Nicole Lavoie & Olivia 
Edward Herger 
David & Stephanie Richardson & Levi 
Jared & Ashley O’Donnell & Ian 

 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/scripture-and-tradition/jesus-and-the-new-testament/who-do-you-say-that-i-am-names-for-jesus/the-good-shepherd/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/scripture-and-tradition/jesus-and-the-new-testament/who-do-you-say-that-i-am-names-for-jesus/the-good-shepherd/
https://assets.brandfolder.com/q3uo8p-3w8reg-c53nqf/v/8397968/original/Welcome_1_20q2_4c.jpg
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Faith Formation Upcoming Schedules: 
To help minimize the spreading impact of Covid-19, Kidschurch, Children’s Liturgy of the Word, Faith 
Formation classes and Sunday and Monday youth ministry are suspended until further notice...   
As advised by the Bishop's office, we will be looking to provide you with at-home enrichment online. 
We have received word that Confirmation and First Communion scheduled with Bishop Christian for 
May 17th is being postponed.             When it becomes safe to gather again he will reschedule with us. 

Be safe and keep sending Sue your God-sightings to be posted on our parish Instagram!!!  In the midst of our new reality, 
may you become more aware of God’s life and love growing all around!!!  Know that God is seeking to break through the 
suffering, sadness, loneliness, heartache, and death!!!  May you recognize God’s abounding love and life continuing to be 

poured out!!!!  Happy Resurrection Season everyone!!! 

Vocation Awareness: On this Good Shepherd  
Sunday we celebrate World Day of Prayer for  
Vocations.  Pray for an increase in vocations to the 
priesthood, diaconate, and consecrated life,  
especially for our diocese, that God will raise up 
good shepherds in our midst.  If you think God is 
calling you to serve the Church as a priest or in the 
consecrated life,  call Father Matthew Mason 663-
0132, or  write:  mmason@rcbm.org.  

Youth Happenings: All group events are held at Youth Center, 40 Main St.,  Salem, NH, Behind St. Julie Hall 

    Unless stated otherwise. 

Prayer During an Epidemic 
Lord Jesus, 
Hear our pleas, our Good Shepherd and Divine Physician.  We implore your mercy in the wake of an outbreak 
of serious illness and disease. 
Guide our efforts to prevent contagion and make preparations to care for those most vulnerable.  Assist all  
professionals and volunteers who work to eradicate the epidemic now spreading.  May our actions be marked 
by your steadfast love and selfless service and never by panic and fear. 
Bestow your comfort and healing to the sick, sustain and strengthen them by your grace.  May they know your 
closeness as they carry the cross of illness. 
And may all who have been called from this life come to worship you eternally with all the saints as you grant 
consolation and peace to their mourners. Amen. 
Holy Mary, Health of the Sick, pray for us. 
St. Joseph, Hope of the Sick, pray for us. 
St. Rocco, protector against epidemics, pray for us.  
Printed with permission  of Our Sunday Visitor 

Livestream of Daily Mass   saintsmaryandjoseph.org 

Beginning on Monday, May 4, Fr. Vincent will Livestream the daily mass from Mary Queen of Peace 

Church.  The mass will be celebrated each weekday, Monday thru Friday, at 9:00am.  This is a won-

derful way to start your day during the pandemic.  There is never a shortage of people and inten-

tions to pray for, so please join our faith community in praising God for all of our blessings, and  

asking Him to intercede for all  of our needs. 

Mass Intention Openings 
Now that Father Vincent will be celebrating daily 
mass via livestream, there are many daily masses 
without announced intentions!   If you would like to 
have a mass offered for someone’s intentions 
(living) or in memory of someone (deceased), please 
call the office.   

We will try to accommodate the dates you prefer. 
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Parish Information: 
New Parishioners  We welcome 
you to our Parish!  Please register 
on our website:  
saintsmaryandjoseph.org or at the 
Parish Office.  
 

Baptisms Please call the  parish 
office at 893-8661. 
 

Communion or Sick Calls  A Priest 
or Eucharistic Minister will be hap-
py to arrange a visit at your home 
or hospital.  Please call Maryanne 
at the Office at 893-8661. 
 

Marriages  Couples please call the 
parish office at 893-8661 x101 for 
an appointment at least six months 
prior to the date of your marriage. 
 
 

Food Pantry  893-8661 x131 
Pantry Hours  Every Friday 11:30am 
to 12:30pm at St. Joseph Campus.  
Salem residents can visit the Pantry 
every four weeks. Please call by 
Thursday Noon for Friday pick-up. 
 
Prayer Line 
We are 35-40 families that pray for 
those who have died and those 
struggling with health issues or any 
kind of discord in their families. 
Requests for prayer are sent to 
prayers by first name only to pre-
serve family privacy. Call Melanie 
at 603-893-6763 or Lee at 603-898-
1927. Email requests can be sent to 
greeleykid@msn.com BUT must 
have the word "prayer" in the  
subject line!!! 

Parish Staff:         893-8661 
Fr. Vincent Onunkwo…….Administrator 
   onunkwo2001@yahoo.com         x106                                                    
Jay Cormier…………………...…….....Deacon 
     jaycormier@comcast.net 
David Costello….…….……………....Deacon 
     greeleykid@msn.com 
XXXX                  …………...Pastoral Minister 
     pm@saintsmaryandjoseph.org    x103 
Sue Levesque……..Family Faith Formation 
     ff@saintsmaryandjoseph.org        x107 
Carol Kater…………………...Finance Director 
      ckatermqp@comcast.net               x102 
Maryanne Murach….Bulletin/Admin x101 
    bulletin@saintsmaryandjoseph.org  
    officeadmin@saintsmaryandjoseph.org  

Upcoming Parish Activities 

NH Knights of Columbus: “In service to one, In service to all.” 
SCTV #17:   An appropriate topic  
 Airing  5/04– 5/6/20  Mondays 8:00pm  Tuesday & Wednesday 2:00pm 

Upcoming Neighboring Parish Masses 

Diocese of Man-
chester home 
page 
https://
catholicnh.org 

Listing of 
livestream masses 
by Parish. 
Find heading 
“Livestreamed 
Masses”, scroll 
down until you see  
Find Your Parish or 
See Our Listing 
Select one 

https://
www.catholicnh.org/
community/outreach/
health-care/
coronavirus/
livestreamed-masses/ 

At the assigned 
time, view the 
Mass for that 
day LIVE by 
going to the 
website of the 
parish you 
want. 

Jesuit Options for 
Masses  

Listing of times 
and locations of 
livestreamed 
masses 

https://
jesuitseast.org/news-
detail?TN=NEWS-
20200318083745 

The April news-
letter for the 
East Province. 

The Bereavement Support Group meeting is suspended until further notice.   If 
“one on one” bereavement  support is needed, phone support is available   Contact 
Linda at 603-893-6061. 

Due to the COVID19 virus all funerals are currently being  
handled as private by the family to comply with the President's 
and CDC guidelines of limiting the number of people gathering at 
one time.. 
 
Please keep all the faithful departed and their loved ones in your 
prayers.  This is an especially difficult time for those grieving. 

The Bread & Roses Soup Kitchen has a CHANGE OF DATE.  Once we resume sharing 
desserts, our pick-up day will be MONDAY by 10:00am at the parish office.  

Watching the Saints Mary & Joseph Mass on TV  Channel 17 on Comcast will 
broadcast the parish mass, with a one week delay, on Sunday at 9:00am and 
5:00pm, and on Tuesday at 8:00am.  If you were unable to livestream the Sunday 
Mass, then you can view it on TV, but be advised that it is always one week behind 
the actual date.   It is definitely worth  watching!! 

“At this time, as indications emerge for a way out of quarantine, we pray that the 
Lord will grant us the grace of prudence and obedience to these indications, so that 
the pandemic does not return.“ Follow Pope Francis on Twitter @Pontifex      

Musical Concerts Being Livestreamed 
Beginning on Saturday, May 2, Saint Anne’s Parish will livestream  a variety of  
musical concerts.    The concerts will be performed at 7:00pm at 
saintannechurchnh.org  and consist of both secular and religious pieces.  The  
performers will adhere to all of the recommended social distancing and safety  
requirements.   Please tell your friends and neighbors  about the concerts!  

mailto:greeleykid@msn.com
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St. Joseph  
Sunday, May 3  
7:30a  Donald Pelletier r/b Louise 
Pelletier; Anthony Suszek r/b 
Marilyn & Wes Suszek; Margaret 
Maiocchi r/b Marc & Joan Payeur 
5:00p   William Lavoie r/b Susan 

LaPlante    
 
Monday, May 4 
9:00a Alphen, Tris & Haskell  
      Families r/b Lee Alphen 
Tuesday, May 5 
9:00a All Soul’s Intentions 
Wednesday, May 6 
9:00a All Soul’s Intentions 
Thursday, May 7 
9:00a All Soul’s Intentions 
Friday, May 8 
9:00a All Soul’s Intentions  
Sunday, May 10 
7:30a  Amanda Albee r/b Martha 
& Joe Lessard; Ed Kulesz r/b Janet 
& Jim Frahm 
5:00p Kenneth & Leona Slack r/b  
Stephen Slack 

Mass Intentions Father Vincent will be celebrating Masses via 

LIVESTREAM (saintsmaryandjoseph.org) from Mary Queen of Peace 
Church until further notice.   There are NO PUBLIC MASSES. 

Mary Queen of Peace 
Saturday, May 2 
4:00p Pro Populo—People of the  
     Parish 
 
Sunday,  May 3 

9:30a  Jay Ormsby r/b Parish Staff 
11:00a  Margaret Buco r/b Carol 

Kater 
Monday, May 4 
9:00a   All Soul’s Intentions 
 
 
Saturday, May 9 
4:00p Jim Jacobs r/b Melanie & David 

Costello; William Bertholdt r/b  
     Susan LaPlante; Joe Quadros r/b 

Joseph Melo 
Sunday,  May 10 

9:30a   Pro-Populo—People of the 
Parish 

11:00a  Ronald LaPlume r/b Lavin 
Family 

Parish Events 

Out of an abundance of Caution  
regarding the highly contagious 

COVID-19 virus: 
 

Sunday       May 3 
KidsChurch, Children’s Liturgy of the 
Word, Faith Formation classes and 
Sunday & Monday youth ministry  
programs are being suspended until 
further notice.  As advised by the  
Bishop’s office, at-home enrichment 
opportunities will be provided.   
 

Monday         May 4 
Choirs, Choruses, multiple musicians 
are suspended at all Masses till further 
Notice.  
 

Tuesday        May 5 
 All non-essential programs & activities 

are suspended. 
   

Wednesday   May 6 
All non-essential programs & activities 

are suspended. 
  
         Thursday         May 7 
All non-essential programs & activities 

are suspended. 
  

Friday     May 8 
All non-essential programs & activities 

are suspended. 
 Saturday           May 9 

8:00am Bible Study/Virtual meeting 
via computer/online 

 
All non-essential programs & activities 

are suspended. 

Rest in Peace  
We pray for Joan Bryant & John Bland, 
Sr. who died recently.  May their  
families be comforted by loving   
memories of them and by hope in 
Christ’s promise of the  resurrection. 

Parish Giving 
April 25 & April 26, 2020 

(*Our goal is $11,000.00 each week.) 
Envelopes          $7,887.00 
On-Line              $2,207.00  
Addl. Easter       $  950.00 
   Total             $11,044.00 
 
2nd Collections for  May 
5/3 Development Fund  $1,127.00 
5/21 Ascension  
5/24      Catholic Communication                       
 
Please consider adding Saints Mary 
& Joseph Parish to your will , or in 
your annual  tax relief. 
Your regular financial support of our 
parish community is essential to our 
continued  viability and vitality! 

Eternal Light/Sanctuary  
Candle is burning this week at 
St.  Joseph for   Intentions of 
Bill Barratta by Parish Staff and  

at Mary Queen of Peace for  Intentions 
of Jessica Miele by Miele Family.  
The candle burns for one week.  If you would like 
to specify an intention, call the office. 

Did you know? If you are 72 or older and need to take a “required minimum 
distribution (RMD)” from an IRA retirement account, a direct distribution to a 
qualified charitable organization, such as our parish, can save you money on 
your taxes.  Such a donation will count toward your required minimum distribu-
tion but will be excluded from taxable income.  Ask your tax preparer or IRA 
trustee for the details. 

Volunteer  
Appreciation 
Night  

Watch for more details. 

Vigilance is necessary regarding 
the Coronavirus:  

Wash your hands often & wear a 
facial mask/covering when out! 


