
The 28th Sunday in Ord. Time  -- October 10-11, 2020      

I would remind you that the context for today’s Gospel 

parable is that Jesus is in Jerusalem in the Temple area 

and that this is the last week of his earthly life.  The 

religious leaders have been questioning Jesus about where 

is authority comes from and he responds with three 

parables for them – all of them having to do God’s 

invitation to come into the kingdom of God all of them 

confronting them on their failure to respond. 

Today the central image in the readings is that of a 

wedding feast.  In the Old Testament, God’s covenant 

with Israel is often described as a marriage relationship. 

In the New Testament Jesus continues to use this image 

with Jesus now as our bridegroom and heaven, our goal, 

is presented as  great wedding feast with God. 

Very importantly, today’s parable points to the new 

reality that has come about in this world through Jesus’ 

presence in the world, teaching and ministry.  In him all 

the promises of the Old Testament are fulfilled.  “The 

kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  The bridegroom 

Emmanuel, God, is with us.  Truly, as the king in the 

parable says, “the feast is ready” –  come and celebrate. 

This Good News was first announced to the Jewish 

people, but not all believed as is reflected in the refusal 

twice to respond to the invitations to come to the wedding 

banquet.  (The violent response by the king – the attack 

and burning of their city seems to be  a later addition to 

the parable and a reference to the destruction of Jerusalem 

by the Romans in the year 70.  This destruction was seen 

by some in the early Church as a divine punishment for 

the rejection of Jesus by the Jewish religious leaders.). 

Because of their rejection, the closing of the Gospel story 

tells us that Jesus disciples are sent out to invite 

“whomever they find”  -- the good and the bad – to the 

wedding feast..  God wants his house to be full for the 

heavenly banquet. 

Today’s first reading from Isaiah describes a great 

banquet on a mountain where * God will be enthroned 

over all, *death and disgrace will be swallowed up and 

where God’s power and protection for all who come to 



him.   This, along with today’s Gospel gives us a beautiful 

picture of what it is we are praying for when we say “thy 

will be done.”  God’s will is for our complete and eternal 

happiness after our years on earth are over.  

Heaven is going to surpass all our hopes and expectations.  

and be more wonderful than we can imagine.  It is hard 

for God to tell us about it.  All he can do is use images 

that we are familiar with – the pearl of great price, a 

mansion that God has prepared for us,  a great banquet – a 

wedding feast.  What a joyful image the wedding feast is!  

For a bride and groom, their wedding day will hopefully 

be one of the happiest days of their lives, not only the 

beginning their new life together, but also having their 

family and friends gathered to support their union. In 

today’s parable Jesus compares heaven to a wedding 

celebration for a prince which would be an event that 

people would remember for years. 

As Jesus tells us, to share in all these blessings and joy we 

must respond to the invitation.  We must be wise enough 

not to turn it down.  We hear how the king twice sent out 

messengers with the invitation and was rejected both 

times. .  How will we recognize and respond to our 

invitation from God when it comes to us?  

As we look at other passages in the Gospels, it may sound 

something like this:  “Come to me all you who labor 

and are burdened, and I will refresh you.”  Or, “ I am 

the Good Shepherd,” a shepherd whose sheep hear his 

voice and follow him.  In the Sermon on the Mount, 

Jesus says, “Everyone who listens to these words of 

mine and acts on them will like a wise man who built 

his house on rock.”  Or from the book of Revelation: 

“Behold, I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone 

hears my voice and opens the door, then I will enter 

his house and dine with him and he with me.” 

Or in our daily life and work it could be in the form of a 

person who is ill inviting us to deeper care and 

acceptance, or a family experiencing poverty, chemical 

dependency or conflict.  It could be someone right within 

our family. 

God doesn’t’ promise everything will be wonderful in this 

world if we respond to his call..  As he tells us, “If anyone 



would come after me, let him take up his cross and follow 

me.”  But for those who do respond, he promises “I will 

be with you always.”  “I will not leave you orphans.”  

Paul in the second reading gives witness that whether in 

times of plenty or times of need God will always provide 

what is needed for our mission on earth.  In a special way 

he invites us to begin enjoying the wonderful banquet of 

heaven when he tells us at Mass to “this is my Body  take 

and eat, and “this is my Blood take and drink.”  We 

already begin the celebration and renewal  of  our 

marriage with God in the Mass.  This is why it is so 

important and such a joy for us to be here every Sunday. 

However, as we  hear in the closing of today’s Gospel, it 

is not enough just to show up.  Jesus uses this part of the 

parable to warn us that even though a person says they 

believe in him, it’s not going to help them much if they do 

not put their faith into action.  Jesus is telling us that 

eternal happiness is open to all, but we have a free will as 

to how we will respond. May the banquet we come to 

today, eating his body and drinking his blood, lead us to 

the eternal banquet that he has prepared for us and let us 

be joyful for this foretaste of that banquet. 

.  At a church conference in Omaha, people were given 

helium-filled balloons and told to release them at some 

point in the service when they felt joy in their hearts. All 

through the service worshippers kept releasing balloons. 

At the end of the service it was discovered that most of 

them still had their balloons unreleased. If this experiment 

were repeated in our Church today, how many of us 

would still have our balloons unreleased at the end of the 

Mass? Many of us think of God's House as a place for 

seriousness, but not a place of celebration, a place of joy. 

The parable of the wedding feast in today's Gospel paints 

a different picture. The Christian assembly is a gathering 

of those who are called to the celebration of their union 

with Lord and with each other.  . Can you imagine a 

wedding reception without any joy?  As we will say of 

ourselves later on and just before Communion:  "Blessed 

are those called to the Supper of the Lamb. 

   


