
The 29th Sunday in Ord. Time  -- October 17-18, 2020      

 There is a beautiful story about the Ascension of Jesus into 

Heaven. --- When the grand welcome ceremony was over, 

the Archangel Gabriel approached Jesus with a big 

question.  He said, “I know that only very few in Palestine 

are aware of the great work of human salvation You have 

accomplished.  But the whole world should know and 

appreciate it and become Your disciples, acknowledging 

You  as their Lord and Savior. What is Your plan of 

action?”  Jesus answered, “I’ve told all My Apostles to tell 

other people about Me and preach My Message through 

their lives. That’s all.”  ---- “Suppose they don’t do that?” 

Gabriel asked. “What’s your Plan B?” --Jesus replied, “I 

have no other plan; I am counting on them.”            On this 

World Mission Sunday, the Church reminds us that Jesus is 

counting on each one of us to make Him known loved and 

accepted by others around us. 

In today’s first reading, the prophet Isaiah tells us that God 

even uses pagan emperors as his agents to carry out his 

work in the world.  Isaiah reminds Israel that the Lord rules 

not only over them but over all nations and that he alone is 

God.  These words must have seemed absurd to the 

Israelites who at this time were in exile and powerless.  

Seemingly other gods were more powerful than their God. 

Isaiah then proclaims that their God and not any other is 

behind the success of Cyrus who will soon be allowing 

Israel to return to Jerusalem.  Three or four times the Lord 

says to Cyrus  -- I am the Lord, there is no other.  The Lord 

even calls Cyrus his anointed one though Cyrus is unaware 

of how God is using him. 

As I think of how (unknown to Cyrus) God was using him, 

I can’t help but think of how it seems that God in a 

surprising and miraculous way brought President Trump to 

power in 2016 and has used him, in spite of his different 

personality and bizarre behavior at times, to stand up so 

boldly in support of the unborn and religious freedom 

among other things.   

The same personality that leads him to say and do some 

foolish things is the same personality that makes him 

unafraid to speak up and act on things like the dignity of 

the life of the unborn where others would back down out of 

concern for political correctness.   



The truth is that he hasn’t been fully consistent in his 

respect for the dignity of the life of others.  However, as a 

Church we are grateful that he has taken a clear stand 

against the threat of abortion which our bishops have 

reaffirmed is our preeminent priority because it directly 

attacks life itself and because of the number of innocent 

lives destroyed.  Our most basic right is the right to live. 

However, while we should always pray for our civil 

authorities, we should  not put our faith in any political 

leader. The Lord alone is God.  

In today’s Gospel, the conflict between Jesus and the 

religious leaders continues with them trying to trap Jesus 

by playing both sides of an ongoing conflict between 

church and state.  Jesus, however, entraps them by 

affirming the just claims of both government and faith. He 

asks them to show him a coin that was used to pay taxes 

and when they come up the coin it shows that they 

themselves are cooperating with the government in spite of 

their dislike for the Roman rule.  After asking them whose 

image and inscription is on the coin, he tells them to 

“Render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what 

is God’s. 

The tax to Caesar must be paid because the image on the 

coin is his, but every person carries within themselves 

another image, that of God, and to God alone everyone is 

indebted for their existence. As today’s psalm refrain tells 

us – “Give the Lord glory and praise.” 

From the question posed to him by the Pharisees, Jesus 

leads us to a more radical and vital question  -- to whom do 

we belong?  To our family, our community, friends, school, 

political party, state?  Yes we do.  But first of all, Jesus 

reminds us --- we belong to God.   

The Christian is called to concretely commit themselves to 

serving the community and world in which they live 

without opposing God to Caesar.  The Christian is called to 

commit themselves to the service of earthly realities but to 

do so with the light that comes from God.  The Church 

therefore does not restrict itself to simply pointing out the 

difference between the sphere of authority of Caesar and 

that of God.   



Fittingly on this World Mission Sunday, Jesus reminds us 

that the mission of the Church, like his, is essentially to 

speak of God, to remember his sovereignty and give 

recognition to Him – and --to remind all, especially 

Christians who have lost their identity, of the right of God 

to what belongs to Him, namely, our life.  Like Caesar, 

whether we are aware of it or not, we are called to be God’s 

instruments.  We are called to love others as God has loved 

us and to love God with all our heart, mind and strength as 

Christ has loved us. 

As disciples of Jesus, we must work so that in every person 

will shine the image of God that is imprinted in their heart 

and being.  In every way that we can we are called to build 

up the kingdom of God on earth. 

This should lead us to see that voting is very important but 

it is the not the end of our civic and religious responsibility 

but only the beginning.  No elected person or political party 

is completely in line with the will of God.  Therefore we 

must all be working in our communities and involved in 

speaking to our elected officials to bring about justice and 

the common good of all. 

And while standing up for the values that we believe in let 

us please not forget the 8th Commandment – that we not 

bear false witness against our neighbor or wrongly ruin 

their reputation.  I see this happening not only in politics 

but in things being said against leaders in the church.  

Wherever it happens this is not pleasing to God. 

Give to God what belongs to God.  What God asks of us is 

simple:  prayer, obedience, love for God and love for each 

other.  In line with prayer, we must not neglect the most 

important prayer we have, the Mass.  “Do this in memory 

of me,” Jesus said.  That is why we are here today, to give 

God our ears to listen, our hearts to be united with him  -- 

to give him our gratitude and expressions of faith as we 

praise him and receive him.   

We will get into trouble with the law if we do  not give 

back to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, but we have the 

most to lose – our eternal happiness -- if we do not give 

back to God the things that are God’s.  That is Jesus’s 

central concern for the Pharisees even and for all of 

humanity. 


