
The 27th Sunday in Ord. Time  -- October 3-4, 2020      

It is important to know the setting and context of today’s 

Gospel.  At this point in the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus is 

in Jerusalem at the Temple.  He has just cleansed the 

Temple of people buying and selling animals for sacrifice 

and of money changers.  He is now using the Temple area 

for teaching and even to heal sick people who by law 

were not allowed in the Temple.  It is the beginning of the 

last week of Jesus’ earthly life – the week we call Holy 

Week.   

The religious elders and chief priests are challenging him.  

They want to know where he is getting his authority to do 

the things that he is doing.  Jesus answered their challenge 

with three parables.  We heard the first one last week 

about the two sons who were asked by their father to 

work in the vineyard.  We remember that the first son 

said, ”No” but then changed his mind went to the 

vineyard.  The second son said “Yes” but then did 

nothing.  Jesus compared the religious leaders to the 

second son who committed himself to act but then failed 

to walk the path of conversion and holiness that John 

preached and with that also rejected Jesus and his 

mission.  In that parable and in the one today and the one 

coming next Sunday Jesus speaks God’s invitation and 

call to work in the kingdom of God and the response that 

he expects.   

Jesus’ lesson on the kingdom in these parables is that he 

is looking for fruitfulness and holiness in the vineyard of 

his kingdom among his people, and he looks for those 

with authority, not only the religious leaders but also all 

parents and teachers, to lead God’s people in that 

direction. 

What is this fruitfulness and holiness that God expects of 

us?  St. Paul, in today’s second reading, gives us a good 

description of a holy life:  it is a life of prayer, and 

thanksgiving, a life of trust in God’s providence, a life of 

whatever is pure, honorable, just, gracious, a life of 

following the teachings and example of Jesus. What does 

God want?  He wants respect for all life (this Sunday is 

Respect Life Sunday), forgiveness, mercy, the poor to be 

fed, the ill to be nursed, the lonely visited (see Jesus’ 

words about the last judgement in the gospel of Matthew); 



he wants us to be generous, love our enemies, etc.  

Reading the Scripture as a whole we can quite easily see 

what God wants. 

So – there we have it – the vineyard of God’s kingdom 

has been given to us to care for and bring forth God’s 

healing of the world.  But if we look a little more deeply 

at the messages in today’s readings and at how God deals 

with us and what we can expect the stories in today’s first 

reading and gospel give us a rather stark portrayal of what 

might happen. 

In the first reading what we hear is basically a condensed 

version of history of Israel.  God gave them a mission 

with  many blessings  -- God’s Chosen people were 

lovingly cared for by God.  He looked for goodness and  

holiness and justice in their life, but none could be found.  

What did God do? He withdrew his care from them and 

then allowed them to be  overrun by their enemies and 

sent into exile. Their vineyard went into ruin. 

We are told in the bible that these things that happened to 

the Israelites were written down and recorded as a lesson 

for us. 

We know that God is always merciful and continues to 

offer his people new beginnings.  This we see above all in 

God sending us his own Son for the salvation not only of 

Israel but of the whole world.  

However, as one spiritual writer today notes  --- if the 

consequences of Israel’s unfaithfulness to God were so 

severe, how much greater might the consequences be for 

those reject or fall away from the far greater gifts and 

blessings that we have been given in Christ.  Though we 

hear often from Jesus about the great mercy of God, he 

also does not mince words in his parable today about the 

consequences of the failure to be faithful  in regard to the 

gifts and call that we have received in Him. If we are not 

faithful, the vineyard will be taken away and given to 

others who will bear fruit. 

In today’s parable we are told that the vintage or time of 

harvest was near.  It is always urgent for us to be about 

the reign of God.  The vineyard of today’s parable is the 

reign of God.  The message is clear.  God has given us the 



vineyard – and all the tools that we need to tend it.  The 

harvest is upon us.  Prophets were sent to call us home but 

they were rejected. God did not give up. He sent us his 

very own Son.  He was also rejected.   

The parable is a story about the leaders of God’s Chosen 

People, but it is also a story about us.  The time of the 

harvest is near.  The work of the reign of God falls upon 

us – and we have all the tools we need to do what God 

wants. But are we listening to God and to the present-day 

prophets that God sends us?  If not, why not? 

St. Iranenaeus is famous for his quote that---“The Glory 

of God is man fully alive.”  In his book “Rediscover the 

Saints” Matthew Kelly writes that “Religion and God are 

often accused of trying to limit people, when in reality 

they seek to bring the very best out of us.  “Out of us” – 

he emphasizes because God has already placed within us 

a self that is good.  God and religion are often accused of 

trying to impose things on people, but the reality is quite 

the opposite.  God seeks a deep and personal relationship 

with each of us and through the relationship he seeks to 

draw out the very best version of ourselves.” 

Jesus tells us that he came that we might “have life and 

have it to the fullest.”  God has placed that life – his 

kingdom within us.  The teachings of Jesus are constantly 

inviting us to experience life more fully.  And the saints, 

Matthew Kelly says, are our friends who remind us of that 

invitation and encourage us by their example to embrace 

life more fully. 

Again  -- the message of today’s readings is that God is 

looking for fruitfulness in our life.  God has placed us in 

this precise place and time in history with our gifts to 

address the needs of the world around us.  Instead of 

trying to fulfill ourselves as the world tells us, how are we 

making use of and applying the gifts we have been given 

to the needs that are around us. That is all that God 

expects of us.  The evil one puts up obstacles even to such 

a simple plan and will of God for us.  Let us then pray for 

ourselves and one another that we receive here and 

elsewhere the helps God has for us to overcome those 

obstacles to that holiness and fullness of life he wants for 

us and for our world. 


