
The 33rd Sunday in Ord. Time  -- Nov. 14-15, 2020   

This next to the Last Sunday of the liturgical year reminds us, 

not only of the end of the liturgical year, but also of the end of 

all things and of the preparations we need to make to reach 

Heaven.  The theme of the three readings today is an invitation 

to live in such a way that we make the best use of the talents 

God has given us, so that at the hour of our death Our Lord 

will say to us: “Well done, my good and faithful servant!... 

Come and share the joy of your master.” 

The Gospel of Matthew contains five major speeches of Jesus.  

The first of these is the Sermon on the Mount.  Today’s gospel 

is from the last major speech and in it Jesus is talking to us 

about the last things: the end of the world, the coming of Jesus 

in glory, the last judgment, and the completion of God’s 

Kingdom.   

That is the context for today’s gospel.  The return of the 

master represents the last judgment when the Lord will ask 

each of us “what did you do with the gifts I  have given you?” 

In the gospel parable the master is going to be away for a time 

so he entrusts his possessions to his servants – giving to each 

different amounts  according to their ability.  The value of a 

talents varied but it was a huge amount – more money than 

they would see in their lifetime – a symbol of God’s great 

generosity to us. 

Like the three servants, we don’t all get the same gifts from 

God, but are given what is appropriate to our personalities and 

individual vocations and the first and greatest talent we have 

received is God’s love for us.  God generously gives us gifts to 

be used, not kept to ourselves.  God is disappointed with us 

giving up or not trying to use our gifts.  He is not disappointed 

with failure in our attempts to use or share our gifts. .  Failure 

will be forgiven, but refusal to use our gifts is really a refusal 

of our gift and the rejection of God who gives us our gifts.  

We note that the master in the parable does not tell his 

servants what to do with the money, but he obviously expects 

them to follow the example that he has always shown to them 

and to use their time to increase what they have been given. 

Today’s gospel challenges us to think about what we are doing 

to bring our gifts to life’s table.  How are we contributing to 



our world?  As one person asked:  If life is a potluck, what are 

we bringing? 

Instead of seeing what we do have,  we tend to worry over the 

many “ingredients” that we lack.  We think that our gifts are 

less than others, or that they will not be much use or that 

someone else is bringing what we were going to bring. 

We convince ourselves that we have nothing worth sharing so 

we don’t contribute.  Like the servant who buried his talent, 

we are talked out of trying by fear and laziness.  We hoard and 

bury our gifts.  We close ourselves off.  In doing so, we take 

from life’s table, but fail to give.  We feast on the gifts of 

others yet leave them hungry for what we hold back.  Perhaps 

that is why the master is so upset.   

We sometimes also feel that we have done enough and that 

our work is finished.  When the first two servants report the 

increase that they have made with their talents, the first words 

of the master are music to their ears – “Well done, good and 

faithful servant.”  Then Jesus says to them, “I will put you in 

charge of larger affairs.”  -- If he were speaking to us we 

might say, “Oh, Um, Gee thanks.”  We are not too excited that 

the reward for our generous self-giving is to be given even 

greater responsibility.  We can never think that our task is 

complete. We as Christians often shrink away from more 

challenging responsibilities.  Yet when we don’t accept them, 

we turn them over to the world and the world’s ways are not 

God’s ways.  For example in the sometimes difficult task of 

speaking about the sacredness of human life and sexuality 

with our families and others, Planned Parenthood is more than 

eager take up that responsibility and we know how evil  and 

destructive of family many of their values are. 

The master in today’s parable makes a comment to the last 

servant that instead of burying the money he could have at 

least put the money in a bank and let it earn interest.  We 

might ask why the master did not take the safe route and put 

all his money in the bank to begin with.  Perhaps the master 

was more concerned about teaching his servants how to use 

their gifts productively than just about earning a healthy 

return.  How are we using out talents and gifts to do more than 

just earn interest? He calls the last servant “useless” because 

he bears no fruit.  Jesus speaks longest about this last servant 

because this is where many of his disciples are and he wants to 



jar them out of that complacency which we spoke of last 

week.  

There is also one thing more about the money that is important 

but which we don’t notice until the end of the parable.  The 

master  was giving the money to his servants, not in order to 

get it back, but as a personal gift to each of them.   

Apparently they didn’t know that until the master said, “take 

the talent from him (the one who had buried it) and give it to 

the one with the ten talents.”  God doesn’t want back the gifts 

he gives us; he wants us to use them to help others and to 

increase them in ourselves and to build up the kingdom. 

God doesn’t want us to worry so much  about failure or even 

the last judgement.  He just wants us to do what he  has given 

us to do and to do it before it is too late to act.  He simply 

wants us to carry out the duties of our vocation as married 

persons, parents, clergy, volunteer work, ministry, profession 

or job. This is the way to sharing in his joy.   

The first reading speaks the praise of a good wife and all her 

attributes and contributions to her family and community. We 

the Church are the bride of Christ. We, the Church, are 

abundantly blessed and gifted to bring forth the reign of God 

for the salvation of the world.  Are we the worthy wife that 

Christ seeks?  Are we good stewards of our share of God’s 

generosity?   

We have been told many times that using the gifts we have 

been given, whatever they might be, will help us be successful 

in this life.  Jesus wants us to be successful spiritually by using 

the spiritual gifts  we  have been given – the Scriptures, the 

Sacraments, the time we can use for prayer, being good to 

others, and the inspirations of the Holy Spirit.   

If we do nothing with the graces and opportunities God has 

given us, it will not be a good thing.   

Next week we will hear more about the Last Judgment and 

how those who put their gifts and talents to good use were 

happy they did (as we heard today – ( “Come share your 

master’s joy”) while those who held on to them just for 

themselves --  ended up deeply regretting it. 


