
The Solemnity of Christ the King  -- Nov. 21-22, 2020   

Today on the last Sunday of the liturgical year – Christ the 

King Sunday -- we should pay very close attention to the 

Word of God for us on this day. 

We should always pay attention and reflect on God’s Word to 

us but especially today  -- because today we have a summary 

of God’s concerns for the world and of God’s expectation of 

us.  We will all have to give an accounting to God for our life 

on earth.  Today we hear how God will examine and make 

judgement about our life. 

In school or any exam it would be a comfort to know exactly 

what is on the final exam.  We can recall times when we spent 

hours studying a whole semester’s work, not knowing what 

would be on the test.  But thanks to today’s Gospel, we know 

how we can inherit eternal life.  Those who will be welcomed 

into the kingdom of heaven are those who fed the hungry, 

welcomed the stranger, clothed the naked, cared for the ill, and 

visited the imprisoned.  Will we take advantage of knowing 

these questions in advance?  

The judgement of our life on the basis of how we cared for 

each other – especially the needy – is based in turn on God’s 

great love and care for all that he has created and especially 

for humans created in hise image and likeness. 

In the first reading written six centuries before the time of 

Jesus, we hear God speaking through the prophet Ezekiel  to 

the people of Israel in exile away from their homeland in 

Israel.  In the ministry of the prophet Ezekiel, God spares 

nothing in condemning the people for their sinfulness and 

disobedience that has led them into exile.  But God does not 

leave them hopeless.  Notice how active God is in regard to 

the flock of Israel.  In place of the shepherds and leaders who 

have failed to properly care for them, God himself will be 

rescuing, seeking out, bringing back, and binding wounds so 

that they again may be healthy and at peace.   

These are the same actions of Jesus six centuries later as we 

see him welcoming all who are poor and in need and any who 

are seeking forgiveness. 

Even when chastising those whose leadership is faulty and 

sinful, it is always done with the hope that even they will 

repent and be renewed.   



The Son of Man standing in judgment in today’s Gospel at 

first glance sounds like a king who rules with an iron hand, 

judging people solely on how they have kept their end of the 

bargain.  But, if we look more closely, we see that Jesus is 

drawing a picture for his followers – for us – to clearly 

understand what he trying to teach us.  He is instructing his 

disciples and us on what it means to be citizens of the 

kingdom of God where Christ is King. 

Jesus himself spent his entire public ministry helping those in 

need:-- healing the sick, driving out demons, feeding 

thousands, washing his disciples feet, and finally laying down 

his life for our sins –conquering sin and death as St.Paul says 

in  today’s second reading such that we no longer have to 

worry about death but just about how we live out our time on 

earth.    He is the perfect fulfillment of the promise of God in 

the first reading to Himself care for us.  On the other hand, 

Jesus also asked the woman at the well to draw water for  him, 

reclined at table and allowed Martha to serve him, and 

accepted the anointing with oil by the woman at Bethany.  

Christ is in us all  -- both in the giver and in the one receiving 

and all in all. 

Actions of caring for one another – especially those who are  

weakest and most in need – these are the non-negotiable 

actions of discipleship.  When we show love and care for 

others, we are loving and caring for Christ, and when we turn 

away from those who are suffering we are rejecting Christ. 

Our actions are more important than our words, and God 

desires that our actions beexpressions of mercy for the weak 

and vulnerable.  This is how God cares for us with goodness 

and mercy even, or especially, when we are lost, gone astray 

or injured. 

In the gospel, neither group, the sheep or the goats, knows or 

understands the reasons or consequences of their actions, but 

one chose to act with mercy while the other chose to ignore 

the needs of the people they encountered.  The point is that 

while our understanding can be limited, the most important 

thing is how we treat these “least ones.” 

What we do for the least ones, ( Jesus teaches in today’s end 

times Gospel scene), is what we do for him.  Indeed, when we 

set our priorities in line with God’s priorities as shown to us 



throughout salvation history, we shall not want, but dwell in 

the house of the lord for years to come.  

In these days of turmoil following our elections we need to 

remember that national elections are not the only way that we 

as religious people engage in the needs of the world.  We can 

love and care for those in need without possessing the office 

of president, and it is by these actions that we will be judged.  

Our elected leaders will also be judged by how they remember 

the least among us.  Therefore, we must always hold them 

accountable to what is right.  To profess Christ as king of the 

world, means that neither we nor our leaders are exempt from 

being measured against the self-sacrificing love of Jesus – the 

Word of God made flesh and who dwells now in each person.   

Again, the question is, will we take advantage of knowing the 

questions that will be on our final exam from God? 


