
The First Sunday of Advent  -- Nov. 27-28, 2020   

We grow accustomed to even the most abnormal of situations.  

Since March, the world has been under the threat of Covid-19.  

Public gatherings are rare.  Masses are celebrated with little or 

no music, and each of us walks around town wearing masks. 

We sense the unusual quality of this new mode of life and we 

keep waiting in vigil for a vaccine or treatments that will spare 

us from the pandemic.  But until then, Covid-19 and all the 

restrictions it brings have become the new normal. 

This weekend we begin the church season of Advent.  The 

Church wisely recognizes that we as Christians can also grow 

accustomed to the Gospel of Our Lord Jesus.  Each Sunday in 

the creed we proclaim that he died for our sins and rose again to 

the right hand of the Father from where he will come to judge 

the living and the dead.  This should be enough to wake us to 

attention, but generally we mumble these words of the creed not 

recognizing what we are proclaiming.   

Yes, we are living in the most unusual of times, but it is not 

really Covid that makes our lives strange.  Rather we are meant 

to be living as those keeping constant watchfulness and vigil for 

the second coming of Christ.   

Every Advent the Church warns us, as does Mark in today’s 

gospel, that we do not know the time of the Lord’s coming.  We 

are called to care for the kingdom of God on earth, but also to 

be always preparing for the return of Jesus.  We have grown 

accustomed to the way things are, but all these things will be  

passing away in the greater plan of God.  We are not in “normal 

times” in God’s plan.  Since the ascension of Christ to glory we 

are in the time for keeping vigil for Christ who is coming to 

judge the nations and each of us.  We are in the end times. 

Christianity is not a religion of practical guidelines for how to 

live a more successful life.  It is God’s judgment upon human 

history and his overcoming of the fall of humankind and the 

restoration of God’s plan for sharing eternal life and 

communion with us.  On the cross we see God’s judgement and 

victory over sin and death and all the world’s claims about 

power and success. Are we ready of the coming of our Lord and 

the revelation of his final judgment? 

During this time of Covid most are longing for relief and return 

to our normal old ways.  We want to go back to the way things 



were.  Really?  All will agree that some, even a lot of, changes 

are needed in our ways of living together on earth. But how can 

we make these changes happen?  How can we make our world 

more just, equitable and holy? 

In today’s first reading the prophet Isaiah is speaking to the 

Israelites returning home to Israel after many years of exile in 

Babylon.  Their hopes and expectations are overwhelmed by the 

destruction they find in their country.  Many of us, like them, 

would be praying to God for comfort and help to return things 

to the old normal. However, Isaiah, seeing as God sees, prays 

differently.  Trusting that God wants to heal and help his people 

as he has done in the past, and bring them to a new faithfulness 

to God; he prays not that God will turn things back to the old 

normal, but that God would turn the people’s hearts around.  

Instead of going back to old ways that had led to sin, Isaiah 

prays that God would “meet them doing right.” God is our 

potter; he alone has power to shape us in new ways if we allow 

him.   

Just as Isaiah and the Israelites looked back and saw how God 

had miraculously delivered them from Egypt and were moved 

to trust that God would help them go forward again, so we as 

Christians, looking back at all that God has done in Christ, 

should trust that God can lead us in our present crisis in the 

world not back to old ways but forward to new ways of living 

as a world community and to preparation for the Lord’s coming 

in gloryfor a new heaven and new earth.   

St. Paul, in the second reading assures us that we are not lacking 

in any spiritual gifts as we wait for the revelation Christ in glory 

and that God will keep us firm to the end. 

Christ in today’s Gospel and in all his teaching about the end-

times we are in always makes it clear and even warns us that 

our vigil for his coming in glory is not to be a passive waiting 

but an active watchfulness.   

Last week, the question at the final judgement was not simply 

when did we see you Lord, but when did we see you ill or in 

prison or hungry and not respond  or come to your assistance 

with our gifts?  In responding to the needs of others and using 

our gifts to serve others we will build the kingdom of God and 

ourselves be transformed.   



Yes, we would like to stay where we are comfortable, but God 

is always transforming the earth and us.  Nothing is static.  

There is much that we need to let go of and much that is  new 

that we need to do.  Our good and loving actions not only keep 

us prepared for the Lord’s coming but help to hasten the coming 

of the Lord.  We pray for God’s kingdom to come and we need 

to see that our being transformed more and more into the 

likeness of Christ will hasten the coming of the Lord. 

We need to be watchful for the presence of God’s grace and 

action and calls to be transformed every day, and it all begins 

right here at Mass.  The Mass is not something to just watch and 

observe but rather is an amazing process helping to bring about 

constant transformation in us.  That Mass is something that we 

participate in – bringing the gifts that represent us to Christ who 

transforms them and joins them to his offering of himself to the 

Father.  These transformed gifts are returned and given to us in 

Holy Communion that we might be nourished and transformed 

by them into Christ.  The Mass is all about transformation.  All 

the prayers of the Mass ask that we might be transformed more 

and more into the likeness of Christ.   

Yes, this Covid time is a “transformed” time, but the real new 

time that we actually are in is this Advent time of waiting for 

the passing of this world and the Lord’s coming with a new 

heaven and a new earth.  All present things will pass away, but 

the Lord and his words will not pass away.  A new life without 

suffering and death is coming and we experience here at every 

Mass a foretaste already of that life to come. 

As disciples of Christ we must make our entire lives a time of 

active waiting and continued conversion and transformation.  It 

is mixed time.  John the Baptist lept for joy in his mother 

Elizabeth’s womb at the presence of Christ, but also went on to 

preach repentance to prepare all for Christ’s coming.  Mary too 

is a model for our waiting – her waiting was time of uncertainty, 

yet of great joy as she looked back on all that God had done to 

fulfill his promises to Abraham.  Looking back on Christ’s 

birth, death and resurrection for us we too should be able to wait 

in joyful hope for the coming if the Lord.   

While Advent reminds that we called to the difficult task of 

ongoing conversion and transformation, the never-ending circle 

of the evergreen Advent wreath reminds us that we are 

surrounded always by the never-ending love of God.  Let us 

then, with our love, run to greet the Lord who is coming. 


