
The 32nd Sunday in Ord. Time  -- Nov. 7-8, 2020   

Be prepared”  One thing that all Scouts, young and old, never 

forget is the Boy Scout Motto: "Be prepared." If you’ve ever set 

up a tent and didn’t tie your lines securely, you know what 

happens when the wind and rain hits. Or if you bring a flashlight 

on a campout, but not extra batteries; that can make it somewhat 

challenging finding the bathroom in the middle of the night! We 

sometimes learn the hard way to anticipate our needs. We need to 

plan ahead, before it’s too late. It was not raining when Noah 

built the ark! Through the parable of the ten virgins, Jesus warns 

us to be ever prepared for the end of our lives.  ---------  How 

many of you have ever run out of gas?   It seems that every year 

at least a half million people call for help because they have run 

out of gas. One might understand this happening a generation 

ago, when gas gauges were not entirely accurate and there were 

no warning lights and additional warnings indicating just how 

many estimated miles of driving we have left. One must say that 

most people who run out of fuel are “without excuse.” 

In today’s gospel the five foolish virgins are locked out when 

come back late from buying additional oil that they needed. Some 

ask why didn’t the master simply let them come in?  Is it really 

that important that they forgot to bring extra oil?  Such questions 

come to mind, but they are not the focus of the story. Instead the 

point of the parable is “preparedness” with respect to the coming 

of the Lord.  The parable is likely a reflection of the situation in 

the community of Matthew,  the writer of this gospel.  Matthew 

seems to be aware that the church is a mixed bag of those 

prepared for the Lord’s coming and those unprepared.   God will 

allow those to enter whom he will, but those unprepared and 

hoping for someone else to bail them out on that day will not be 

allowed to enter. 

It seems that the five foolish virgins have fallen into 

complacency.  The emotion of desire is vital to our faith.  The 

human person is made to desire God, to long for union with our 

beloved Lord.  What was our line of response for today’s psalm?  

---- “My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.”  In the psalm 

we have these words:  “for you my flesh pines and my soul 

thirsts like the earth parched, lifeless and without water.” 

In his special on-line program this past Thursday night, Matthew 

Kelly spoke about our world in general today being spiritually 

dehydrated and dehumanized.   The world does not hydrate us 

but makes our thirst increase.  Only God gives us living water.  



Spiritually thirsty and without God, he says, we become more 

and more angry and dissatisfied.   

Again, we need desire for God in our faith life, and the opposite 

and enemy to desire is complacency.  Many, after the joy and 

excitement of conversion has worn away, just want to do enough 

to get by in their life of faith.   

In the introduction to the Mass it was noted that today’s parable 

is the first of three end-time parables in chapter 25 of Matthew’s 

gospel.  Each of them, like today’s parable, forces us to face our 

complacency.  Meanwhile, God waits in desire for us.  In today’s 

first reading, Wisdom tells us that she will be found by those who 

seek her, and that she hastens to make herself known in 

anticipation of their desire – whoever watches for her will find 

her sitting by his gate. 

So, we are given a choice today.  Shall we be wise or will be 

foolish?  Will we long for union with Christ, or will we fine with 

just going to Sunday Mass and an occasional sacrament? 

With the ten virgins, why were some cautious and others not?  It 

was not just a matter of common sense, but of love.  Love is the 

virtue by which vigilance and prudent waiting for the Lord is 

lived.  One who is in love eagerly waits for the one he loves.  He 

prepares everything, takes all the necessary precautions and 

measures, and takes care of every detail so that everything will 

come about in the best possible way.   

The wise virgins or bridesmaids, unlike the foolish ones, have 

taken every precautionary measure because they are in love with 

the groom they are waiting for.  Even if sleep overcomes them in 

a longer than expected delay, they have wisely brought enough 

oil to avoid the risk of not being able to meet and accompany the 

groom and his bride into the wedding feast. 

Think of how much we who love hunting prepare in great detail 

for hunting and gathering with family and friends whom we love 

to be with during these days.  Likewise, only love for Christ will 

motivate us to be prepared and watchful for the ways that he will 

come daily to meet us and bring us into the Kingdom of God.   

The same thing is true about our call to evangelize and share our 

faith with others.  We all are evangelist and know how to 

evangelize.  We can talk on and on about our new gun, or new 

boat or new phone or car or kitchen appliance.  We can talk to 

anybody about the things that we love including the Gospel if 



we are helped to  have a great experience of the Gospel or 

encounter with Christ.  So what are doing in  this time between 

our birth and Christ’s coming in glory to keep ourselves open 

experience the presence of Christ and grow in our relationship 

with him?  Pope Francis begs us to keep ourselves open daily to 

encounter Jesus. 

In today’s second reading, Paul is writing to give assurance to  

believers who expected the return of Christ to happen soon and 

are worried what will happen to those who have died.  The gospel 

parable addresses the possibility of “delay” in regard to Christ’s 

coming in glory.  In both these readings we are confronted with 

the reality that what we hope for is not yet realized.  We wait, but 

we wait in hope and love, because we believe that we will be 

united with Christ and reunited with loved ones.  Jesus’ message 

for us while we wait is to remain spiritually alert and ready to 

meet him, since we don’t know when he will come for us 

whether at his return or at our own death. When that time comes, 

we don’t want to like the foolish bridesmaids to whom the master 

said “I don’t know you.”  It wasn’t that he did not know them, 

but that they had done nothing to develop their relationship with 

him.   

Like the wise bridesmaids, the wise ones of this world are already 

making time to be with God in their everyday lives, allowing 

God’s love to fill their oil jars so they always experience God’s 

presence. Meanwhile, the foolish ones are unprepared and 

unaware.  They are not ready and do not realize that God is 

actually waiting for them.  What distractions do we need to set 

aside to keep our lamps ready and to be aware of God’s presence 

in all things. 

At our baptism as infants our parents and godparents were given 

a candle lit from the paschal candle. They were told – “This light 

is entrusted to you to be kept burning brightly.  This child of  

yours has been enlightened by Christ.  They are to walk always 

as child of light.  May they keep this flame of faith alive in their 

heart.  When the Lord comes, may they go out to meet him with 

all the saints in the heavenly kingdom.”   -- As we grow, this 

responsibility to keep the flame of faith alive is transferred more 

and more to each of us.  We have received the light of Christ in 

baptism;  now our task is to  keep it burning brightly until we 

meet the Lord.  


