
The Third Sunday of Advent-- Dec. 12-13, 2020   

The first Sundays of Advent urged us and even warned us 

that we need to be prepared for the return of the Lord and 

also for his coming to us each day.  The coming of the Lord 

in glory will also be a time of judgement and a time of 

accounting for our life.  These are sobering messages 

reminding us that we are in the end times which began with 

Christ’s ascension to glory. 

Today’s readings, however, tell us about the other side of 

these end times that we are in.  This end time of salvation 

history is also the time of fulfillment and therefore, a time 

for joy.  Jesus is the fulfillment of all the Old Testament 

prophecies and promises of God.  St. Augustine says that 

God is in debt to us – not because of what we have given to 

him, but because he has promised so much to us.  And, he 

says, a promise was not sufficient for God.  He chose to 

commit himself in writing as well, as it were, making a 

contract of his promises.  He wanted us to be able to see the 

ways in which his promises were being fulfilled when they 

took place, so he tells us ahead of time what he will be 

doing. 

God promises so much to us  -- mercy, forgiveness, healing, 

everlasting happiness, endless glory, a holy dwelling with 

him in heaven, and, after the resurrection from the dead no 

further fear of dying or suffering.  He has made a new 

covenant with us that is not just with the people of Israel, but 

as we hear in the words of consecration – for you and for 

many the blood of the new covenant will be poured out for 

the forgiveness of sins.  We enter formally into this adoption 

as his sons and daughters, his marriage bond with us, his 

covenant and all  its promises at our baptism.  As one of the 

psalms tells us, we need to keep in mind the covenant that 

God has made with us.   

The story of Israel is a lesson for  us.  God continually 

blessed the Israelites, but Israel continually complained 

against God, was ungrateful for their blessings, did not put 

faith in his word and would not listen to the voice of the 

Lord, worshipped idols instead of God, and much more. 

They turned to the ways of the world instead of God and 

God then let them be ruled by the world – which was 

actually their foes and oppressors.  Many times he rescued 

them, but again and again they rebelled and experienced 



suffering for their rebellion.  Yet, for their sake, God never 

forgot, but always remembered his covenant with them and 

let them be treated with mercy by those who held them 

captive.  We might recall the stories of Queen Esther, Daniel 

and King Cyrus of Assyria who conquered the Babylonians.   

So it is that we hear Isaiah in the first calling the people of 

Israel to rejoice in the Lord even as they face the difficult 

task of rebuilding their homes and temple which they find to 

be in ruins as they return home to Israel from 40 years of 

exile.  Even though they are tempted to see it as a mistake to 

return to all that has been destroyed, the prophet Isaiah sees 

only hope and potential.  He sees their homecoming as a 

renewal of their covenant with God in which God will treat 

the nation as his bridal partner and that they will be sign of 

God’s blessing and justice to other nations. 

Likewise, we are called to rejoice in this Advent season that 

the Lord Jesus the light has come and to dispel the darkness 

in our world.  All of us must pass through dark nights in our 

journey of life.  As we experience these difficult challenges 

we must constantly seek the light of Christ. We know that 

his light is waiting for us at the end of tunnel.  We must 

therefore persevere in order to find that light.  As Mary says 

in her Magnificat which is today’s responsorial psalm – God 

has come to the help of his servant Israel for he has 

remembered his promise of mercy. 

Advent is a time when we take a journey from the darkness 

that is the absence of God to the birth of the light of Christ.  

Our readings encourage us that whatever envelopes us in 

darkness, whether it be loneliness, sickness, or death, loss of 

employment or problems with faith, or struggles in our 

relationships, it can be dispelled by the coming of the light, 

Jesus our Lord.  

St. Paul began his letter to the Thessalonians admonishing 

the community of faithful to be sober and alert for the 

coming of the Lord, caring for one another and growing in 

holiness in preparation for the coming of the Lord. However, 

he then offers three ways in today’s reading on how to reach 

that holiness.  First he says, followers of Jesus are to be 

people of joy.  They are to rejoice always.  Second, they are 

to be a people that prays always.  Finally, they are to be a 

people of thanks.  Joy, prayer, and thanksgiving are to be the 



pattern of life for those who await the day of the Lord’s 

return. 

Today we light the rose candle, and the priest may wear rose 

vestments, to express our joy in the coming of Jesus, our 

Savior.  The primary theme running through today’s readings 

is that of encouraging joy as we prepare for and await the 

rebirth of Jesus in our hearts and lives. The second theme is 

that of bearing witness. The prophet Isaiah, Mary and John 

the Baptizer all bear joyful witness to what God has done 

and will do for His people. 

John came a witness to prepare the way for the coming of 

Jesus.  He could have kept himself as  the focus, but in 

humility he was joyful to have the role of witnessing to Jesus 

and helping people to recognize him.  Our mission as 

members of the Church is also to reflect the light of Christ to 

others.  So many are waiting for us to reflect the light of 

Christ into their worlds and turn the darkness in their lives 

into experiences of joy and holiness.   

The joy of Jesus and the joy of Christmas can only be ours to 

the extent that we work with Jesus to bring joy into the lives 

of others.  As we prepare to celebrate Christmas and the 

coming of God into our lives, we need to remind ourselves 

that we, like John the Baptist, have been called to be the 

means of bringing encounter with  Jesus and the recognition 

of his presence into the lives of others.  

The Lord is near, let us and all the world rejoice. 

 

 

 

 

 


