
Christmas-- Dec. 24-25, 2020   

Once again we come together, as best we can this year, to 

celebrate the birth of Jesus.  As children of God and 

disciples of Jesus how can we not celebrate?  God has not 

forgotten us!  God  has been faithful to all his promises  

joyfully proclaimed to us in the readings of the Advent 

season.   

He sent a savior to heal our brokenness.  But more than 

that, in the person he sent, Jesus, he has joined his divinity 

to our humanity and made himself visible in him then and 

now through us in the community of the Church that he 

has joined to himself.  It is an amazing gift and mystery 

but as Isaiah says, “The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do 

this.” 

These days we are in a troubled and confusing time with 

the pandemic threatening everyone on earth and 

increasing conflicts among people’s and even direct 

violence being done to innocent people in the world, the 

increasing secularization of our culture, and deepening 

polarization being pushed upon us in the politics of our 

nation. But, even more dangerous is the increasing 

secularization and weakening of faith within the members 

of the Church.   

In the Old Testament we learn the lesson that as the 

people of God, Israel, faced political threats from nations 

around them and put all their efforts into political 

strategies to protect itself, it actually was falling apart 

within itself because it no longer put it’s trust in God and 

it no longer was concerned about caring for the needy in 

the within their own community. 

As they increasingly fell away from harmony with God 

and care for each other, God simply let nature take is 

course and allowed them to be overrun by their enemies 

and sent into exile.  Yes, the people were still going 

through the motions of their religious rituals and 

sacrifices at the Temple, but these had become empty 

rituals. 

God said to them, “Do you think that I need to eat the 

flesh of your animal sacrifices – I created them.?  No, 

what I desire is sacrifice of thanksgiving from you – I 



desire that you turn to me and ask me to help you.  The 

fasting and penance I desire is no that you put on 

sackcloth and cover yourselves with ashes but that you 

care for the widow and orphan in your midst, clothe the 

naked, not steal from the poor, do justice for those 

wronged, feed the hungry, etc. 

Since all that had been for the most part set aside by the 

Israelites – there was not much left in them of God of the  

original purpose and mission for which God had chosen 

them. So God let them go  -- there was barely anything 

left to save in them.  However, God was faithful to his 

side of the covenant – He remembers them and after 

letting them be overrun and into exile He does a “do-

over” with them. 

After letting them realize and repent for their 

unfaithfulness, God brings them back home to Israel.  

(You can read all about this in book of Isaiah.) 

Israel did go through a renewal of faith, but by the time of 

Christ it was struggling politically against the Romans 

occupying their country and also with weakness again in 

its faith especially among the religious leaders. 

Into this mix of ups and downs in Israel’s relationship 

with God and in God’s continuing desire to reach out to 

all the world with his grace, God sends Jesus as Messiah 

and savior not just for Israel but for all the world and to 

form a new people of God which will be all those who 

believe, follow and have new life in Jesus.  

The Church – the new people of God – came into 

existence around Jesus, but even with all his new graces 

and presence within it, it too had its ups and downs and 

struggles of faith and struggled to carry out its mission. 

That is where we are today.   

There has been much material progress in our world over 

the last centuries, but the level of faith has not always 

grown.  God keeps trying to get the attention of humanity 

and show us our need for him, but we do not listen. 

Through many visible miracles at Fatima, Portugal in 

1916 during the time of WW I and the Spanish flu, God 

warned the world through Mary that unless we turned to 



Him there would be even worse wars and disasters 

coming, but we did not listen. 

And so it happened that the 20th century was extremely 

violent – two world wars, the many people killed in 

Russia by Stalin and Lenin, the Holocaust against the 

Jews in Germany, the extermination of millions in China, 

the Korean War, Vietnam war, Balkin war, the genocides 

in Cambodia, and Rwanda, the violence in Sudan and 

other places in Africa as well as in Central and South 

America and our own country and now all the millions of 

refugees in the world.   

The Church has had its rises in faith after each war and 

conflict, but it too has once again become very secular 

and is seeing now the need for all its members to be 

renewed in faith.  That is pretty much where we are sitting 

today. Like Israel, we have become too focused on or 

distracted by what is happening around us and have 

forgotten or failed to look at what is not happening within 

us. 

Now with the pandemic bringing sickness and economic 

hardship all around the world, many in the world are 

saying that God doesn’t care or that there is no God.  

However,  it is not God who has moved, but we who have 

moved away from Him.  We need to see that though our 

pandemic is very bad, it could have been worse.  The 

whole experience of the pandemic and extreme 

polarization in politics has led to deeper reflection and 

realization by many that things do need to change.  

One spiritual writer reflecting on all the sounds and 

voices in the world today says he hears a clear voice of 

human longing for something to quench the fears of our 

mortality, of our selves and of others.  He says there is a 

longing for a peace that the world cannot give.  A peace 

that can only be a gift from someone greater than 

ourselves – a longing which is a yearning for God. 

What we and our world need to recognize is that God 

heard that longing and still hears that longing and has 

responded and still responds to that prayer and longing 

with the great gift and grace of Jesus.  This great gift still 

remains with us and continues to be given to each of us 

individually and to the world at large.  It is a gift that 



waits to be unwrapped in each of us and in our homes and 

world.   

This great gift is given to us in and through God’s living 

presence in words of Sacred Scripture.  We receive this 

great gift at every Mass and He remains within us and is 

present for us always here in the tabernacles in our 

churches.  Wherever we may be in this world and 

whatever we may be suffering, the gift of God’s presence 

is with us and remains with us.  We are never forgotten or 

alone.  He is Emmanuel  - God with us. 

We just have to keep taking the time to receive a and 

unwrap this gift each day.  Not all gifts nor our greatest 

gift are found under the Christmas tree.  We learn from 

the story of Christ’s birth that His presence can be hidden 

in the midst of a busy world and in dark and 

uncomfortable and inconvenient places. He can be found 

in all places and situations.  

This is what we are celebrating and the real reason why 

we are celebrating and can celebrate today on Christmas 

and every day. 

And if Christ is born and present for us today, it also 

means that we can see and touch and hold Christ.  It also 

means that we must feed, clothe and protect Christ.  In 

today’s divided and polarized times we often hear 

complaints about the so-called “war against Christmas”. 

The only war against Christmas is to fail to act as Christ 

has taught us through his Incarnation -- his birth and life 

among us. If we are truly to put Christ back in Christmas 

we must love God and love each other – all people and all 

of God’s creation.   

Our greatest gift – God’s gift of Himself to us -- is 

waiting to be unwrapped today and every day. The joy of 

this Christmas can be ours every day in good times and 

bad.   

May Christmas joy be yours everyday in this coming 

year. 

 

 


