
The 20th Sunday in Ord. Time  --   Aug. 15-16, 2020      

The message of today’s readings is that God is the God 

of all people, that he cares for all people and creation, 

and that even though he brings salvation to the world 

through the Israelite people or through the Church, that 

salvation is in no way limited to them but is meant for 

all peoples and creation. 

That was a difficult message for the Jewish people 

whose religious laws stressed purity and separation 

from others who did not know God and from all that 

was considered unclean. 

Even though the prophet Isaiah foretells in the first 

reading that Gentiles or foreigners would someday 

worship in God’s temple and could even offer 

sacrifices -- 500 years later during Jesus time Jews 

were still very exclusive as to their special claim on 

God.   

For example, in the Temple area there were major 

divisions as to where people could go when they came 

to the Temple. There were separate courtyards first for 

the priests, then the Jewish men, then the Jewish 

women and finally the outer court was for the Gentiles. 

Today’s Gospel surprises most people for the 

seemingly harsh way that Jesus speaks to the 

Canaanite woman.  This may have been the Gospel 

writer Matthew’s way of expressing the feelings of the 

Jewish audience to which he was writing.  The Jewish 

readers would probably have breathed a sigh of relief 

to hear Jesus finally tell the woman that his mission 

was first and foremost to the lost sheep of the Jewish 

people.  But then everything changes when the woman 

is not put off by Jesus refusal or even by his 

comparison of her and her people to “dogs”.  Her 

persistence finally leads to him acknowledge her great 

faith and to the healing of her daughter. Although 

Jesus seems to have come to a new understanding of 

his mission through his encounter with her, it was 

actually he who had traveled into this pagan territory in 

the first place. 



This gospel passage would have been a reminder to 

Matthew’s community that in Jesus, God’s covenant 

has been opened to all people of goodwill. It also holds 

out a challenge for us – how willing and open are we 

to welcome the outsider and the foreigner?  

We may feel that we today are beyond all such 

exclusion, but if so,  each of us needs to take a deeper 

look at what we are being forced to do these days in 

regard to the systematic ways that we discriminate or 

look differently at others in our day to day life. 

There are just so many subtle ways that we 

discriminate against certain persons or groups.  We just 

need to stop and think about who we take time to get to 

know, or get involved with, or invite to our groups or 

gatherings.  Whose words do we take time to at least 

listen to and try to understand.  Who are we willing to 

be seen with or hang out with? 

I  myself am constantly being shown that I make way 

too many judgements about others.  However, at the 

same time, God has blessed me from early life with an 

openness to others and a desire for uniting with others 

and bringing everyone together in some way.  

My favorite SS passage is the prayer of Jesus in the 

Gospel of John where he prays to the Father that all 

may be one as he and the Father are one.  Some 

spiritual directors speak about each person  having a 

certain theme to their life and I know that mine is 

about unity.   

One of my special memories from my youth was my 

father’s deep friendship with a neighbor who was of a 

different faith.  In those days we would hardly go into 

the church of another denomination even for a funeral.  

I remember my father being asked by his friend Art to 

speak at his parent’s 50th anniv. celebration being held 

at the local Lutheran church.  That was ground-

breaking in our community.  Later as I entered into the 

seminary Art took great pride that I was preparing for 

priesthood and even expressed that it would be a great 

honor to him if I would say a few words at his funeral 

when he died.  His family remembered that and made 



sure to invite me to  share some reflections with the 

other two pastors who also spoke at his funeral. 

All my life I have been drawn to connect with persons 

of different faiths and to be very involved in 

ecumenical gatherings and events and in the ministerial 

associations in the communities where I served as a 

pastor. 

Not only that, something that I have heard others share 

with me that they also do, is that when I hear an 

ambulance siren I don’t just wonder if it is someone 

that I know, but I pray for whomever is being cared 

for. I pray for the good of all the pastors and churches..  

I rejoice at their successes as often do with mine in my 

churches. Whenever I pray for things like safe travel, 

or help with some problem, I feel the Holy Spirit 

nudging me to pray for the safety of all who are 

traveling that day or for help for all who are dealing 

with an issue that is similar to mine.  It seems that 

there is always this nudge from God to universalize my 

prayer and not to be concerned just for myself or my 

group.  Along that that same line  -- I always feel this 

excitement or joy within me when the psalms I pray 

speak about all the nations coming to the Lord. 

I mention all this to illustrate  the many ways that we 

can carry out the directions and message that we hear 

in today’s readings.  Once again, in today’s readings 

we hear that God’s wants us to fish with a net that 

gathers all people and not with just a pole. 

May the power of Jesus’ resurrection give us the power 

and help we need to overcome the strong inclination 

within us to exclude or to not help or invite those 

outside of our circles. 

Finally, we need to thank the Lord for his openness to 

the Canaanite woman because we are all her 

descendants. No longer is God’s chosen people limited 

to one group.  Instead, by what God has done in Christ, 

all are chosen and called to be children of God. 


