
The 24th Sunday in Ord. Time  --  Sept. 12-13, 2020      

Thirty-nine years ago (1981) there was an attempt on 

the life of Pope St. John Paul II. Fortunately, the Pope 

lived. After he recovered, he shocked the world when 

he made a visit to Rome’s Prison on Christmas Day to 

see the man who had attempted to assassinate him. 

When he emerged John Paul explained, "I spoke to a 

brother whom I have pardoned." The headline the next 

week in Time Magazine  was:  "Why forgive?" That is 

a good question, one that has been asked for centuries. 

Today’s readings give the reasons. Three months after 

the terrible attack of September 11, 2001 in the 

country, Pope St. John Paul II, in his message for the 

annual World Day for Peace, taught clearly that there 

can be no peace without justice, but that at the same 

time, that there can be no justice without forgiveness. 

That’s a message that has gone largely unheard and 

unheeded. 

Earlier in the Gospel according Matthew, when Jesus 

taught us the Our Father, he emphasized forgiveness, 

saying: “If you do not forgive others, neither will your 

Father in heaven forgive your transgressions.”  (Mt. 

6:15) 

These are strong words, which imply that our own 

forgiveness is dependent on our willingness to forgive 

others. 

Today’s parable of the unmerciful servant illustrates 

this point with a story of someone who refused to 

forgive, and his forgiveness was taken away.  Clearly 

in this story, the master represents God, and the 

servants represent people like us, who are supposed to 

treat each other the way God treats us – with 

forgiveness.  

The first reading puts it well: “Could anyone nourish 

anger against another and then expect healing from the 

Lord?” 

The greater debtor in the parable represents us because 

we commit sins every day and, hence, we need God’s 

forgiveness every day.  God has forgiven us so much, 

and knowing our human weakness,  God is willing to  
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keep on forgiving us --- but if we will not forgive 

others we are throwing God’s gift of forgiveness back 

in his face.  The refusal to forgive is itself a sin that 

needs forgiveness.  When we refuse to forgive, we cut 

ourselves off from God’s forgiveness. 

When we are hurt by someone, we may need a little 

time to deal with our feelings, but ultimately it is most 

helpful to take a position of humility – a position that 

refuses to judge, that refuses to take on a  self-

righteous attitude, and refuses to hold a grudge.  There 

is a well-known saying that “resentment is like 

drinking poison and hoping your enemy will die.”  

Holding on to bitterness and anger, we slowly crowd 

out the love of God until there is no room for anything 

else in our life. 

So how many times should we forgive the person who 

wrongs us?  When Jesus answers this question of Peter 

in today’s gospel, he is isn’t throwing out another 

arbitrary number (seventy times seven) but is requiring 

that our forgiveness be limitless.  He really means that 

we stop counting.  We should forgive as many times as 

it  takes.  Repeated forgiveness to someone for the 

same offense is difficult as it calls into question the 

sincerity of their repentance.  No one wants to be 

conned or an enabler.   Yet – even this dishonesty 

deserves forgiveness.  Remembering our own repeated 

need for forgivenesss will help us to have compassion. 

We may have been stirred to our own anger at the 

servant, forgiven an unpayable debt, who is 

unforgiving to  the fellow servant who owes him a 

much smaller payable debt.  However, the smaller 

amount was about three months wages, and what we 

are inclined to forget in hearing this parable is that few 

of us would be willing to overlook the loss of a quarter 

of a year’s income.  – It helps if, when we suffer injury 

or loss at the hands of another, we remember that we 

ourselves are not always totally blameless.  There is 

often the case that we share in the cause of the 

situation, if we, for example, knowingly lend money to 

someone who is unlikely to pay it back.   

Beyond that, it is worth considering that our peace of 

mind is worth more than money or the sweetness of 



revenge.  Anger can help us at times with energy to 

take action on things that need to be address, but 

clinging to anger about  wrongs done to us or 

frustrations about things or persons not meeting our 

expectations will just inflict more harm on ourselves.  

On the other hand, if we with the help of God’s grace 

are able to forgive and not allow the injuries done to us 

to define our lives, then there will be peace within us, 

peace with our neighbors and community, and 

ultimately peace with God.  That it seems would be a 

pretty good bargain. 

The forgiveness that the Lord requires of us requires 

the help of his grace.  The Eucharist meant to be key 

place where we express in our lives and manifest to 

others the life and mystery of Christ that is within us 

and where we receive the grace and encouragement we 

need to live out Christ’s mercy and forgiveness in our 

lives.   

We need to go out and live all that we learn and 

celebrate here.  That being so --- let us pray for God’s 

grace for each other here in this Mass, and let us in this 

coming week, keep in mind today’s call to greater 

visible works of mercy in our lives and stronger words 

of compassion for those in need that we ourselves 

might receive the same from the Lord. 

  

 

 


