
The 25th Sunday in Ord. Time  --  Sept. 19-20, 2020      

The central theme of today’s reading deals the question 

of what God is like?  We certainly have our questions 

about God, and obviously our ways of seeing and 

thinking are not like those of God – at least not to 

begin with.  But --- the most important issue is what, in 

the end, is God’s view of us and the purpose of his 

actions with us?  Although the second reading from 

Paul does not seem to  have much connection to the 

other readings, actually it is the attitude which Paul has 

in that second reading where he no longer compares or 

grasps after anything which is the point Jesus is trying 

to make in the Gospel  -- namely that the grace of God 

is not a matter of rationality and fairness but the 

gracious giftedness of God toward all people. 

---- 

In the first reading, the prophet Isaiah points out how 

God’s ways are not like ours and above out ways of 

thinking.  Today’s Gospel parable seem to be an 

illustration of how that is so in the way that the 

vineyard owner gave equal pay to those who worked 

both all day and those who worked only for an hour.  It 

seems that the point is that God is much more generous 

than we are and also that his justice is greater than ours 

which tends to focus only on fair pay for hours worked 

whereas God chooses to give a full day’s pay to those 

hired late in the day because that is what they too need 

to properly care for themselves and their families. 

But there is so much more to this parable.   

For example, why were some still waiting for work at 

the last hour of the day.  The answer is quite likely that 

for one reason or another they had been rejected by 

other employers.  We see here in the parable that God 

does not want to leave anyone out regardless of their 

issues or disabilities. 

And if the vineyard represents the kingdom of God, 

what we see is that God has work for all people in his 

kingdom.  And if the vineyard is the kingdom of God, 

then being called to share with Christ in the work of 

the kingdom is itself a blessing and reward.   



Those complaining about getting the same pay as those 

who worked only an hour have a point – They should 

have received more because they worked longer.  But 

if it is God and the kingdom being served --  what is 

the more that they should have received?  -- More 

love?  More happiness? All receive equally God’ gift 

of himself and eternal life. What more could we want? 

The original context of this parable story is likely an 

attempt by Jesus to address the complaint of his 

opponents that he was paying more attention to 

outcasts of society than he was to the respectable 

members of society.  We might remember Jesus saying 

in different places that he has come to save the sick 

and not those who are already well.   

However, if the vineyard represents the kingdom of 

God which hopefully they choose to serve,, then those 

who become last are those who change their focus 

from serving God to focus on their wages. Our ways 

can become like God’s ways if we see ourselves as 

latecomers, grateful to have been called to share in the 

work of the kingdom.  

It seems that the point and warning of this parable is 

not to seek after rewards in working for the kingdom 

of God.  There may be blessings and rewards in this 

life, but they are not the purpose of our work for the 

kingdom..   

The reward or pay for work in the kingdom of God is 

eternal life which all will equally receive.  There is no 

greater or lesser eternal life for anyone.  

Coming to understand this shows spiritual maturity 

such as we in St. Paul in today’s second reading.  He is 

writing from prison with the threat of death hanging 

over him at the time.  But as we see, he is ready to live 

or die for the Lord.  He does not cling to either but 

only is focused on serving God and others in the 

building of the kingdom.  It takes conversion to feel, as 

Paul does, that “life is Christ and death is gain,” that 

the joy of life comes from working in the kingdom, 

that the experience of mercy comes from extending 

mercy to others. 



What a model for us to ponder! How might we come to 

such Christ-centeredness?  Surely some of it was a gift 

and grace of God.  But it is also true that if can open 

ourselves to such grace by being faithful to prayer, 

reading scripture, fasting, meditating on holy things, 

and other acts of devotion which help to cultivate a 

more personal relationship with Christ and his ongoing 

work in this world.  

Again  -- being called to share in Jesus’ work of 

salvation is its own reward.  The ultimate point and 

meaning in today’s and all of Jesus parables and stories 

is to show us how God’s caring heart works and how 

much he loves each person in this world – especially 

those who suffer and have been left behind by the 

world.  As today’s psalm says  -- “God is just in all his 

ways, and at the same time gracious and merciful.” 

The kingdom of God welcomes even those who have 

been rejected, who have been waiting, who did not 

bear the heavy burden of the whole day of work.  

God’s mercy and acceptance are unrestricted.  God 

ways are above our ways. 

So many today do not acknowledge or experience the 

existence or presence of God.  Some deny God out of 

rebellious desire to do what they want to do whether 

right or wrong.  Others simply have lost sight of God.  

How can we help them see the blessings they have 

from God and call them also to work in the vineyard of 

God’s kingdom on earth? How can we help them see 

how God is inclusive of all and concerned for all 

humanity and that the pay we receive is not just to help 

us to live for another day.   Rather, the pay for working 

in the vineyard of God’s kingdom is  God’s gift of 

Himself to us so that we might live both for and in that 

day that is without end. 

 


