
The 26th Sunday in Ord. Time  --  Sept. 26-27, 2020      

Today’s Gospel has a rather simple message – namely 

that it is not what you say, but what you actually do that 

counts. 

This a theme that runs through all the Gospels.  For 

example, Jesus says that it is one who keeps his word that 

builds his house on a solid foundation that will not wash 

away in storms of life. 

It is what we do and not what we say that opens the door 

to eternal life.  In Jesus’ story of the last judgement, the 

king does not say to those on his right, “I was hungry and 

you said you would bring me food” or I was naked and 

you told me you would get me some clothes.” Similarly, 

in today’s gospel, the son who does his father’s will is the 

one who does the work, whether he said he would or not. 

Even the chief priests and the elders whom Jesus is 

addressing would agree to that, yet they are not “walking 

their talk”.  Meanwhile, those considered to be the sinners 

and outcasts of society are listening to John the Baptist 

and turning their lives around.   

We need to reflect carefully on the words of today’s 

Gospel, because there is a message in this parable that we 

have become too accustomed to overlooking – namely, 

the fact that it not just others but we ourselves who are 

being called by God our Father to work in the vineyard, to 

do something about the Kingdom of God.  

This Gospel challenges the complacent – those who 

presume things are good enough between themselves and 

God and do not need to examine the quality of their 

faithfulness to God’s will. 

To the father’s command to go out and work in the 

vineyard, the first son’s reply is literally, “I don’t want to 

go,” but later he changes his mind and goes.  The second 

son agrees to go to work, but carries on with his usual 

routine. 

The parable reinforces Jesus’ insistence that words alone 

do not prove one is a disciple.  Words must be 

accompanied by action.  The first son is like the tax 

collectors and sinners of Jesus’ day.  They “don’t want 



to”  live a right life, but change their mind when they hear 

John the Baptist speak.   

The second son is like the religious leaders whom Jesus is 

speaking to.  They agree to work for God but do not.  

They talk about God’s laws and ways, but do not live 

them out because they are inconvenient and require them 

to change what they are doing and how they spend their 

time.  Jesus warns that those whom they feel so superior 

to are entering the kingdom of heaven before them. 

We too have all kinds of ways of excusing ourselves and 

blaming the political situations, corruption of the world 

and many other things for our own unwillingness and 

incapacity to work for the kingdom. We say things should 

change, but these changes will not come by themselves.  

The changes that are needed depend on human decisions  

-- our decisions. And it often when we should be saying 

yes to changes and we need to make changes that our 

consideration for them stops. So many use the media to 

criticize others, but what are  they showing by their own 

actions or inaction?  

Stephen Covey – a self-improvement writer and speaker – 

talks about the difference between the sphere of concern 

and the sphere of influence in our life.  He says it is okay 

to express our concerns many things, but what are doing 

within the sphere of things that we can actually influence 

and change? 

The prophet Ezekiel notes that sometimes we start out in 

the right way but then slow down and even go in the 

opposite direction. 

The context of the first reading is that he is speaking to 

the people of Israel who are suffering the consequences of 

their unfaithfulness to the Lord. – namely the loss and 

destruction of their homeland and their deportation to 

Babylon.  The people are objecting and saying that the 

Lord’s ways are unfair.  They think that they have 

followed the Lord well enough and that this should not 

have happened to them.  The words of Ezekiel are an 

attempt to open their eyes to see what their actions are 

actually saying.   



He wants them to see that every choice they make either 

deepens or damages their relationship with God.  There is 

no middle ground.  If those who are good turn away from 

doing the right thing and treat other unjustly their 

relationship with the Lord will die.  If, however, they turn 

from doing evil and do what is right they will preserve 

their life with God. The choice and the consequences are 

theirs. 

Our faith is not just a matter of saying the right words. 

Faith is no different than other parts of our life in this 

regard.  For example, how well does work in marriage if 

one partner is always agreeable but never follows 

through, or are your supervisors or teachers pleased with 

you where you work or go to school when you talk a good 

talk but never accomplish what you are supposed to do? 

Our faith includes expressing ourselves in prayer and 

ritual, but it also requires that we put into action the 

message and the commands that Jesus has given us.   

In the sport of track,  sometimes a sprinter is described as 

“strong out of the blocks but weak to the finish.”  This is 

not the route we want to follow in our moral and spiritual 

life.  The Lord teaches s that “the one who perseveres  to 

the end will be saved.” 

Have we slowed down or turned back on our journey of 

faith?  The good news is that since the Lord is abundantly 

merciful, it is never too late to turn things around and get 

going in the right direction again.   

The key in today’s first reading is in the turning.  What 

are we turning away from and what are we turning 

toward?  It’s not what happened in the past that matters, 

it’s what we are turned to now.  Every day we face 

choices.. Choices between right and wrong, justice and 

injustice, choices between life and death.  Each day we 

must consciously turn toward good.   

Let us not limp to the finish line.  Rather let us repent and 

get back on track.  Let us run to be reconciled with the 

Lord.  If we haven’t been living the way Jesus taught us, 

it is never too late to change things around as the young 

man in the gospel shows us, who, first said “no” to his 

father, but then had a change of heart. 


