
Mary the Holy Mother of God -- Dec. 31-Jan. 1, 2021   

Today’s solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God takes us 

deeper into the mystery of Christmas as it makes us focus on 

the identity of the child Jesus whose birth we are celebrating. 

The Church’s purpose in giving us this Solemnity is help us 

ponder like Mary on the fact that this child Jesus is not just a 

special child, or even a new prophet, but God, taking on our 

human flesh and making Himself visible to the world..   

Last Sunday I noted that there was a customary ritual when 

each first-born male child was brought to the temple for their 

presentation to God.  As the child was being presented to 

God they would always ask the question whether this child 

was possibly the promised Messiah.  However, when Jesus 

was brought forward for his presentation, Simeon and Anna, 

who were present in the temple, both were blessed by God to 

recognize that this child Jesus really was the Messiah 

promised by God, and they went about the temple area 

telling everyone about the child Jesus. 

In essence, that is what going on for us now in our 

celebration of this solemnity.  Everyone is amazed in the 

gospel  as the shepherds make known the message of the 

angels to them about the child Jesus – namely -- that the 

child Jesus is the savior for all the world and that this child is 

truly the Son of God incarnated now within the humanity 

that had been created through Him --- that this child is 

Emmanuel – God with us. 

As we reflect on these Scriptures we might ask on this holy 

day – how are we like the shepherds and like Anna and 

Simeon proclaiming that God in the person of Jesus his Son 

is truly present with us, and that the Holy Communion we 

receive under the outward forms of bread and wine at each 

Mass and that is kept in our tabernacles is not just a symbol 

of Jesus but that he is truly present in them in his divinity 

and humanity and is truly giving himself to us in them? 

This whole mystery of God coming among us and truly 

joining his divinity to our humanity in the person of Jesus 

and remaining truly present with us and for us is a great 

mystery that cannot be fully grasped in just a few catechism 

lessons before we make our first Communion.  It is 

something that we like Mary must take time throughout our 



lifetime to ponder and ask God’s help to grasp and 

understand.. 

I was listening to a religious discussion on the radio as I was 

traveling in my car recently and they talked about how so 

many Christians have all the facts and information in their 

heads about all the wonderful things God has done and is 

doing, but they really have not incorporated them into their 

daily way of life and thinking.  In my Christmas homily I 

noted that if God has really come to us in the person of 

Jesus, then should we not be doing all we can to get closer to 

him and to know him better? 

Our mission to evangelize the world means that we are 

called to pass God’s word and blessing on to others.  In 

today’s first reading God speaks to Moses, who passes those 

words on to Aaron and his sons, who in turn are called to 

pass God’s blessings on to all the Israelites daily as they 

journey for 40 years from Egypt to the promised land.  In our 

second reading, St. Paul, on of our greatest evangelizers, 

passes along his insights into Christ’s birth and life to the 

Galatians.  The shepherds in the Gospel become the first 

evangelizers of Jesus’ birth, bringing the angels’ words to all 

those gathered in the stable around the holy infant.  Mary’s 

role was even more special as she herself brought the Word 

of God, Jesus into the world. 

However, when it is our turn to pass on God’s blessings that 

we have received to others, we will not be able to pass on to 

others what we have not first received ourselves.   

So, as we begin this new year, let us follow the example of 

Mary and make it one of our New Year’s resolutions to truly 

make time to  ponder the meaning of God’s presence with us 

in Jesus and the response that is called for from us.  Let us 

reflect on the meaning of Christ’s coming for our life.  

Another way to proceed might be to simply reflect on the 

question as posed on that same radio program that I was 

listening to.  The question was:   Is Christianity good for our 

world or not?  If it is --  how is it good?  How might we 

respond to  those who are saying more and more openly that 

Christianity is bad for the continued development of the 

world and are hoping for it to be dissolved?  If Christianity is 

good for the world – can we say how it is good for us 

personally?  We have a lot to ponder on in today’s readings.  


