
Baptism of the Lord -- Jan.9-10, 2021   

Today we celebrate the Feast of The Baptism of the Lord 

– last day of the Christmas season.  Last Sunday on 

Epiphany we celebrated God’s revelation of his Son to the 

world represented by the three kings.  Today, we have 

another epiphany as God reveals the divine identity of 

Jesus to all as Jesus comes up from his baptism in the 

river Jordan.  We are told that the Spirit, like a dove, 

descended upon him while a voice from the heavens 

declared --- “You are my beloved Son, with whom I am 

well pleased.” 

Many questions have raised as why Jesus who was 

without sin received the baptism of John which was a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sin.  Some 

explanations offered by the early Church Fathers were 

that he went through the baptism to make the water  holy 

for future baptisms.  Another that he was showing that 

though sinless he was taking on the sins of humanity.  

Probably the most important reason might well be that by 

his example he was pointing to the importance of baptism 

for us 

The ritual of baptism is not just an outward formality or 

simply the washing away of sin but is the gift of new life 

for us.  The Spirit in the form of a dove recalls the story 

of creation in which the Spirit hovered over the waters.  

The baptism of Jesus marks the creation of a new people 

of God who like Jesus are empowered with the Spirit for a 

share in his mission. 

We might also remember that Jesus’ last words to his 

disciples before his ascension into heaven were that they 

should go out and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. These being the last words of Jesus in the 

Gospel of Matthew tells us that our baptism must be 

really be important 

Baptism makes us sharers in Jesus’ mission, but we don’t 

always know what to do, nor do we always see and 

understand  the bigger picture of our mission and how it 

continues for us today.  It seems to me that all this is part 

of what’s behind the  frightening events at our national 

capitol this past week.  



I do not want to comment on that specifically other than 

to repeat what one congressman from our state said, 

namely that through out this year there has been much 

justification given for lawlessness, looting, desecration of 

churches and property, clashes between groups and 

language encouraging this on all sides, and that everyone, 

including us in our own communities and families need to 

tone things down or it will just continue.   – What I want 

to do today is to offer some insight into how we got to 

where we are and to remind us that the church’s role 

today and its mission coming from our baptism is the 

same one that Jesus began at his baptism, and then to 

share the hope and graces we have received for that 

mission. 

 There are many issues behind the outward events we 

witnessed.   There are the allegations around the election 

process, there is the abortion issue,  gun rights and various 

issue of rights and freedoms and much more.  However, 

there is a deeper issue than all these.  It  is the realization 

that our world and culture has radically changed and the 

feeling that everything is falling apart – so many of our 

traditional values and beliefs seem to be going away or 

gone.  Many laws and rules we counted on  keep being 

changed and adapted.  Many wonder what has happened 

to the foundations of our society.  

We tend to  think that this has all come about in recent 

times such as the sexual revolution in the 1960s and 70s 

or because of even more recent political movements.  One 

author, David Brooks, says that it actually goes back even 

further to those we call the Great Generation.  People, he 

said, went through all the hardships and restrictions of the 

Great Depression which then was followed by several 

years of WW II.  When these difficult times were over, 

people were ready to relax, let loose and enjoy.  People 

wanted to be get away from an earlier morality that was 

built around self-restraint and a focus on the need to 

recognize and work on our moral weaknesses.  In short, it 

began there with increasing materialism and more groups 

such as women and minorities and the poor discovering 

their rights and freedoms – most of it good but  some of it  

also bringing some not so good consequences. Over time, 

more and more of Christian world view has been taken for 

granted and allowed to be watered down. 



That and so many revolutions and developments in the 

areas of technology and media and we now find ourselves 

with many having a quite different view of the world than 

a century or less ago.  Because of all these changes, many 

feel that society is out of control and falling apart.  Other 

figures  have addressed this, but one who picked up on 

this sentiment was our President,  Donald Trump.  Rightly 

wanting to restore the old order and world view --- many 

desired to as he said to “Make America Great Again.”  

Many jumped on this as the answer  -- a new political 

leadership to restore order. This sentiment is good, but 

again, the issue is deeper and requires something more 

than a political solution. As the bishops of Latin America 

said in a document they wrote about the current time we 

are:   “Ours is not a age of change, but a change of the 

ages.” 

In a book recently written and distributed by Msgr. James 

Shea,  the president of the University of Mary in 

Bismarck, addressing our recent times, we find these 

words in the book’s introduction:  

“In 1974. Archbishop Fulton Sheen said in a conference, 

“We are at the end of Christendom.  Not of Christianity, 

not of the Church, but of Christendom.  What is meant by 

Christendom?  It is a world view in which economic, 

political and social life is in the majority inspired by 

Christian principles.  That, he said, is ending  -- we have 

seen it die.”  But he went on to say, “These are great and 

wonderful days in which to be alive . . . . It is not a 

gloomy picture  -- it is a picture of the Church in the 

midst of increasing opposition from the world.  And 

therefore we must live our lives in the full consciousness 

of this hour of testing, and rally close to the heart of 

Christ.”   The author of the book goes on --- This hour of 

testing calls us to recover for our age the apostolic 

mindset and the bright hope of those first Christians who 

after three centuries of opposition managed to change the 

pagan world view to Christian world view for the 

majority of the world.. 

He goes on to say that it should be no surprise to us that 

the Church should have to respond to the new world 

situation with new forms of life and missionary strategies 

to capture the contemporary age with her lasting truths.  It 



is what the Church has always done, according to needs 

of the needs of each era..  

We feel overwhelmed by this new age we are in – we 

look to put the blame here and there, but if we are  honest 

we need to relook at ourselves and ask whether we really 

have taken time to understand our Christian world view 

whether we are intentionally applying it to  how we are 

living out the mission we received in baptism. We need to 

understand that Christianity is not a mass movement but 

persons freely choosing daily to follow or not follow 

Jesus in carrying out the will of God our Father. 

We can look to many places for encouragement.  God in 

the first reading promises that his word is powerful and 

will not return to him without bearing fruit. The psalmist 

today proclaims: “God indeed is my savior, I am 

confident and unafraid.  My strength and courage is the 

Lord. Another helpful place of encouragement is found in 

the lives of the saints and holy ones who have gone before 

us.  + Fr. Michael Patnode, recently deceased, as the 

pastor of St. Francis de Sales parish in Moorhead had 

often taken time to present different saints to the parish at 

the end of Mass.  The great encouragement that can be 

found in them came to me as I picked up Matthew Kelly’s 

book, Rediscover the Saints,  that I have been reading 

from this (yesterday) morning.  This is what he wrote 

about St. Theresa of Calcutta –  wonderful words that 

seemed to fit right in with what I am trying to say about 

the situation in our country and world today. I want to 

read now some of what he wrote. 

Read ----   the chapter on St. Theresa of Calcutta. 

 

Again  -- the baptism of Jesus we celebrate today points 

to our baptism and to our responsibility to carry on his 

mission now in our day and also points to the power of 

the Spirit that was in him and also given to us in our 

baptism to transform and empower us to carry out this 

mission.  We have some new and difficult work to do in 

our day and age but let us not be afraid.  God is with us 

and St. John in the second reading assures us that the 

victory that will conquer the world is our faith. 


