
Third Sunday of Ordinary Time (Sunday of the Word 

of God) -- Jan.23-24, 2021   

Today is Word of God Sunday.  It was instituted by Pope 

Francis to be held every year on the Third Sunday of 

Ordinary Time as a reminder of the importance and value 

the Sacred Scriptures and to give special thanks for this gift 

of God to us.  

We live in a world of almost too many words and too much 

information, but the Word of God for us in Scripture is 

different.  – One person tells the story of going to Mass one 

morning and of how the man in font of him paid no 

attention whatsoever to the homily.  He was fidgeting 

around in his seat looking around to the left and the right as 

the pastor gave some illustrations that related to the day’s 

readings,  Then, halfway through the homily, the pastor 

quoted from memory some of Jesus’ words from the 

Gospel reading.  At the very instant that the pastor quoted 

the first word of the Scripture passage, this man’s head 

literally whipped around 90 degrees and he looked very 

intently at the priest. From then on he listened motionless 

and with great attention to the remainder of the homily.  

The change was very notable.  There is something different 

about the Word of God. 

Our own words can be helpful to others, but it is God’s 

Word that has the real power to move people’s hearts.  We 

heard that in today’s first reading.  Jonah announced God’s 

Word and got immediate results.  Earlier Jonah had turned 

away from God’s call to preach to the Ninevites because of 

the hatred that he and the Israelites had for them because of 

their cruel destruction of most of Israel.  They wanted to 

see Nineveh destroyed.  God, however, was not interested 

in punishing people but in giving all people, even these bad 

guys, a chance to reform.  Jonah finally decides that he 

better do what God wanted.  As we heard today, without 

any miracles or signs, Jonah preached a one-line warning 

from God to the people of Nineveh and in one day 

converted the entire city of Nineveh.  We know from the 

experience of Jesus and our own life that calling people to 

change their lives is not really as easy as the story of Jonah 

makes it appear to be.  Nevertheless, we see here the power 

of God’s Word. 



We often hear the call to get things done before it is too 

late, but many times we let time run out on the 

opportunities we have.  Today in the second reading the 

Lord warns us through St. Paul that this world is passing 

away and that time is running out.  We need to change our 

ways now before it is too late.  Hearing the Lord speak that 

word to us really gets our attention. 

All through the Gospel of Mark, too, there is a sense of 

urgency.  The word “immediately” shows up 41 times in 

his Gospel. Mark presents Jesus as being very busy, but 

even more important for our attention is Jesus’ call to 

repentance.  The Gospel (the Good News) that Jesus 

proclaims to all is that “The long-awaited time of 

fulfillment has come.  The kingdom of God is at hand. We 

need to repent and believe in the Gospel.”  

Now is the time to respond.  Do not put it off until 

tomorrow.  His words deserve our complete attention and a 

response that is radical and full of faith. The call to follow 

Jesus and proclaim the kingdom calls for a conversion of 

heart that begins right now.  Such is the response that we 

see in the first disciples.  No questions are asked as they 

leave their nets to follow Jesus. Again, we see the power of 

the word of God to bring change and conversion of hearts. 

 The book of Hebrews proclaims that God’s Word is living 

and effective and pierces our hearts.  Just two Sundays ago, 

we were assured  that God’s Word will not return to him 

empty. We do  need the on-going nourishment and power 

of God’s Word for our journey through this life. 

So we need to read and reflect on the Scriptures even daily 

in our prayer times.  God has given us the gift of his living 

presence in the words of the Bible through which he wants 

to speak to us daily.  The Bible certainly contains history, 

but it is not a history book.  Jesus, who is the living Word 

of God, was sent by God the Father to reveal Himself.  He 

said, “I have come that you might have life and may have it 

to the full.”. If we do not know the Scriptures, we do not 

God or Jesus or even the meaning of our own life.   

Jesus’ teachings are good news.  Sometimes is it does not 

feel that way.  Forgiving those who have hurt us, loving our 

enemies, getting up on Sunday morning when we are tired 

from the week of work, keeping the commandments, giving 



some of our hard-earned money to others, --- sometimes it 

doesn’t feel like good news.  That is why we need to listen 

with faith and why Jesus said, “Believe in this good news,” 

because we don’t always feel it. 

This Sunday of the Word of God is an encouragement for 

us to open ourselves to the Word of God if we have not 

really done so and then to respond in faith.  We are so 

blessed to have so much Scripture proclaimed to us each 

Sunday  -- four different readings.  I am happy to see the 

attentive listening to Scriptures each Sunday.  Hearing the 

Word of God proclaimed to us at Mass is such a gift.  It is 

wonderful to experience God speaking to us through our 

reading of the Bible, but it is even more powerful to hear 

the Word of God proclaimed for us to hear.  As you have 

experienced with me, sometimes as I am listening to the 

readings at Mass I hear things that I did not get from my 

reading and study of them, and going up to proclaim the 

gospel I will try to jot down a message that I heard so I 

might include it in the homily.    

I am happy to see how many in our parishes are using the 

booklets “Word Among Us.” “Magnificat”  or “Living 

Faith” for daily reflections on the reading and other helps.  

I know some are also going to various websites that have 

the daily readings available to read or even to listen to and 

then give short reflections on the readings.  There seems to 

be a growing awareness of the power and guidance that is 

in the Word of God and I pray that this will continue for us.  

It is good to see how more and more are truly being 

nourished at the table of God’s word as well as the table of 

the Eucharist.   

Finally, our own words can always be a help and 

encouragement and even bring healing to others.  But --our 

own words can be even more powerful to guide, encourage 

and heal others as we are able to include the Word of God 

in our conversations.  In response to the Gospel today, let 

us make this change in our lives.  Let us give God’s word 

the attention and response that it truly deserves. 

    

 


