
Epiphany -- Jan. 2-3, 2021   

Throughout the Christmas season, the Scriptures speak of 

how God revealed himself to us.  The unique point in 

todays readings and Gospel is that God chose to reveal 

himself not only to the beloved Jewish people, but also to 

the Gentiles represented by the magi. God manifests 

himself as God of the whole world, not just of a particular 

people.   

The star and the visit of the magi were signs of this.  We 

might ask: What are the signs in our world today that God 

is for everyone, loves everyone and wants everyone to 

live in and promote the reign of God on earth?  One of the 

first places that we might look is in the mirror and then 

reflect on how blessed we are that Jesus has come to be 

revealed to us. 

In the first account of creation in the book of Genesis, 

light was the first of God’s creations.  Every night, 

darkness overcame the light. But in today’s first reading, 

Isaiah prophesies about a new kind of light, a light 

coming from the Lord’s presence that breaks through the 

darkness covering the earth – a light that will draw kings 

and peoples and riches from around the world.   

In today’s second reading St Paul speaks of a revelation in 

Christ of things not seen before.  However, the deeper 

Good News realized by St. Paul is that this new grace and 

light in Christ is not just for Israel but is to be distributed 

universally and is meant to draw the Gentiles also into 

Christ and to unite all people of the world as one body in 

Him.   

Paul proclaims that the stewardship of this grace – the 

responsibility to share this grace with all the world -- has 

been given to him and is now our responsibility. 

Going back to the first reading – God has given Isaiah a 

tremendous word of encouragement for the discouraged 

Israelites returning home to a completely ruined country.  

Isaiah speaks powerful words about the restoration of 

Jerusalem . “ Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!  Your light 

has come, the glory of the Lord shines upon you.  

Darkness covers the earth,but upon you the Lord shines.”  

However the intention is not for them to think of 



themselves in a triumphant way because the re-

establishment of Jerusalem comes with a heavy 

responsibility.  While they are to reclaim and rebuild the 

nation, they are to recognize that God’s plan is that other 

nations will be guided by the way in which they serve the 

Lord.  The prosperity given to Jerusalem is not for its own 

sake but so that God’s light will radiate throughout the 

world.   

There is an even stronger emphasis on this theme in 

today’s psalm.  The psalm asks the Lord to endow Israel’s 

king with God’s judgment and that he may rule from sea 

to sea with all kings of the earth paying him tribute and 

serving him. But then in the last verses of the psalms 

comes the great responsibility and reason why Israel and 

its king will be honored  - namely -- 

-- because he shall rescue the poor and the afflicted 

-- have pity on the lowly and the poor 

-- the lives of the poor he will save. 

Applying this to the fact that we as Gentiles have been 

blessed to receive the light of Christ and are here today 

because we have received the light of Christ – what does 

this mean for us?   

Grace is a gift that we have been given – but  – now that 

we have it  - what do we do with it?  If we really believe 

that we bear the light of God within us, how might we do 

things differently in our life? 

My point is that sometimes we complain about how bad 

things are for us, but then we should consider how bad it 

must be for those in the world who actually have nothing-

-  no food, no home or shelter, no bathroom, no water, no 

heat or air conditioning, no doctors or hospitals. We may 

not be hearing the cries of the millions of refugees and 

people in places of violence and conflicts today, but God 

surely hears them, and if we or our countries do nothing 

for them, what will God do with us?   If we do not take 

care of our neighbors what will God do with us?  We 

always have to remember that we have been blessed by 

God that we might be a light for the world and salt of the 

world.  What a great splendor of God would be seen on 

earth if God, working through the Church, might lead the 



nations of the world in restoring the lives of all the 

suffering and needy.  

Going back again to the first reading – the source of the 

splendor that will come upon Jerusalem is not the 

kingdom of Judah’s own excellence.  Rather, it is the 

glory of the Lord that is the light that shines into the 

darkness of their despair.  It is not a self-generated hope.  

Their hope is from God who is the light of the world.   

God is the light of the world.  He is not the light of those 

who have earned it.  He is not the light of a small select 

group.  Israel was exiled and Jerusalem was destroyed so 

that all nations might come to adore this God.  That is the 

glory and that is the hope.   

On this feast of Epiphany the  magi, with the help of a 

star, find their way to the child.  He possesses no power.  

He shows no glory, yet the magi do homage before him – 

the newborn King of Kings.   

The glory of the Lord has made itself know and nations 

have come to Him.  And that is what we remember on this 

feast.  Christmas is not the feast of a privileged few.  

Christmas is the event that opens a new horizon.  The 

glory of the Lord is meant for every man and woman and 

all people.  

In their search for the newborn king of the Jews, the magi 

travel first to the place where one would expect to find a 

royal child – namely the royal city of Jerusalem.  But they 

do not find him there, and are directed by the priests and 

scribes to Bethlehem, a small town that is a fitting 

birthplace for one who will use his authority to 

“shepherd” his people rather that exert power over them.   

On the final Sunday of the church year at the end of 

November we celebrate Jesus as the “king of the 

universe” and  truly deserving all honor and praise.  As 

Christians, however, we must always hold this in tension 

with the equally true revelation of him as a helpless and 

humble child born far away from a royal palace.   

In Jesus we find the marriage of total power with 

complete humility and vulnerability.  The epiphany is a 

revelation of the nature and person of Christ and a 

revelation of who we are called to be as Christians.  The 



magi come to Bethlehem and kneel at the feet of a poor 

child whom they recognize as a king greater than any they 

have ever known.  May we also seek and find Jesus and 

be ready to serve him in the weak and the poor for it is in 

our humility that we become like Christ the shepherd 

king.  Commentators note that from the beginning of his 

Gospel Matthew highlights the rejection Jesus 

experiences from his own people who feel threatened by 

the way he lives out the fulfillment of the Law and God’s 

promises of salvation for all. 

We have been given a share now in the great glory of God 

that has been revealed in Christ, but with this grace there 

comes a great responsibility and need for openness and 

readiness to sacrifice ourselves to  share this glory and 

good news with all the world. 

 

 


