
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time – October 23-24, 2021 

 

Have you ever wondered why blindness and the healing 

of blindness  comes up so often in the bible stories and in 

the Gospels? 

It is because when dealing with visible things, Jesus is 

pointing to invisible realities.  Physical blindness is an 

symbol of a deeper spiritual blindness.  The recovery of 

eyesight represents the enlightenment of a darkened mind 

that was given the grace to see things as they really are.   

What a great grace of God it is to be given the gift to see 

things as they really are especially invisible realities such 

as God, and the true condition of our selves and signs of 

the kingdom in our midst!  Who would not want to have 

this kind of vision?  However, it requires great courage 

and honesty to  genuinely want to see.  Are we really so 

eager to know the truth about ourselves?  Why are we so 

slow to admit we don’t understand or that we did 

something wrong or so afraid to examine our consciences 

and seek God’s forgiveness in confession? 

Don’t we prefer to live with our illusions, and resist those 

who attempt to help us see more clearly?  We become 

touchy in the face of criticism and angry when people 

think us not as good as we are.  On the other hand, we are 

happy to let people think us better than we are and go to 

great lengths to hide our faults.  

 

The first reading tells us how a forgiving and 

compassionate God has been healing the spiritual 

blindness of His Chosen People by subjecting them to 

captivity in Babylon.  Having purified their vision their 

time in exile, he will now liberate them and bring them 

back to their homeland. 

 

The section of Mark’s gospel we read from today is part 

of his journey to Jerusalem during which Jesus is teaching 

his followers about discipleship.  This section begins with 

the healing of a blind man and concludes with the healing 

of another blind man, Bartimaeus whom we heard about 

today.  

In between these two healing stories are three episodes in 

which the disciples are presented as blind to the meaning 

of Jesus’ mission and the meaning of their own 

discipleship.  Their spiritual blindness is evident in their 



persistent misunderstanding such as last Sunday when 

James and John ask to sit at Jesus side when he comes 

into glory.  This was their focus even after Jesus had 

several times spoken to them about laying down his life 

for others and becoming humble like a child and being the 

servant of others. 

 

The gradual coming to sight of the first blind man at the 

beginning of the journey to Jerusalem stands in contrast to 

the story of Bartimaeus at the end of this journey who 

regains his vision at once and becomes a follower of 

Jesus.   

 

It is insightful to note that at first the disciples and the 

crowd, instead of bringing him to Jesus, tell him to be 

quiet—they discount  his value because of his physical 

blindness and poverty.  Jesus however, knows that the 

blind man has the seeing eyes of faith and tells the crowd 

to call him.  Bartimaeus’ response is not only a great 

physical leap toward Jesus but also a leap of faith 

throwing aside his cloak and possessions to come to 

Jesus.   

When Jesus asks, “What do you want me to do for you?  

Bartimaeus has a simple answer:  “I want to see.”  Again, 

in Scripture, sight often has a double meaning.  It means 

to see with one’s eyes, but it also means to see with the 

heart and mind – to understand.  Bartimaeus received both 

kinds of sight.  He is no longer physically blind, but also 

sees correctly that Jesus is the Son of God.   

 Just before Jesus heals Bartimaeus, he tells him, “Go 

your way; your faith has saved you.”  The word for “heal” 

and “save” are the same, and Jesus has done both; he 

healed Bartimaeus and he saved him.   

 

Instead of following Jesus’ instructions to “Go your way,” 

Bartimaeus does the right thing  -- he goes Jesus’ way 

instead, taking up the role of disciple by following Jesus. 

When we become disciples who announce the Gospel by 

showing that we have been healed and follow Jesus, we 

serve God and humanity.  In a document written by the 

bishops of Latin America we find these words:  

“The Lord tells us: Do not be afraid . . . We have no other 

happiness, no other priority, but to be instruments of the 

Spirit . . . . so that Jesus Christ may be known, followed, 



love, adored Announced, and communicated to all, 

despite difficulties and resistances.  This is the best 

service – his service!  That t he church  has to offer 

people and nations.? 

 

This healing of Bartimaeus shows us four main elements 

of discipleship: 

1. The correct recognition of Jesus as Lord –( Bartimaeus 

calls out to Jesus as the Son of David.)  2. There is the 

acknowledgement of the need  for Jesus’ help. – (“have 

pity on me” and “I want to see.”)   3. A ready response to 

Jesus (“He sprang up and came to Jesus.) 4. Becoming a 

disciple of Jesus – (“He followed him on the way.”) 
 

All of this transformation of Bartimaeus began with him 

hearing that Jesus was passing by on his way to Jerusalem 

with his disciples.  The Church has always taught that this 

same Jesus is present to us in the sacraments.  In the 

Eucharist it is not just God’s grace but Christ’s bodily 

presence which is made present and available to us.  This 

means that every Sunday we have the same opportunity as 

Bartimaeus.  Then why do so many of us go to Mass 

again and again and walk out the door much the same as 

we went in?   

 

Why is there so little healing, so little growth in holiness?  

Maybe because we lack the bold faith of Bartimaeus.  The 

gifts and charisms of the Holy Spirit, forgiveness, healing, 

purification, greater faith, guidance – all are here for our 

taking.  In the spirit of Bartimaeus, let us be determined to 

stop going home empty-handed.   

 

Even the best of us regularly turn away from unwelcome 

truths.  Inspired by the courage of Bartimaeus, let us 

renew our desire for truth in all its fulness.  Let us ask, not 

for part of the truth, or for just enough truth to keep us 

comfortable, or for half-truths that further our own self-

love.  Instead let us long for the truth that reflects and 

participates in the mind of God.  As Jesus asks us, “What 

do you want me to do for you?”  Let us boldly respond to 

him:  “Master, I want to see.” 

 

There is the story of a man and his son who went on a 

camping trip to the mountains.  When they got there they 



hired an experienced guide who brought them right to the 

very heart of the great forest and beauty spots of the 

mountains that they would never  have found.  The old 

guide kept pointing out all the beauty and wonders that 

most would never notice.   

The young boy was fascinated by the ability of the guide 

to see so much in all his surroundings.  One day the boy 

was so impressed with this that he said to him, “I bet you 

even see God out here.”  The old guide smiled and 

replied, “Son, as life goes on it’s getting more and more 

difficult for me to see anything but God out here.”   

--- Lord, I want to see.   

 

 


