
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time – October 2-3, 2021 

This Sunday is Respect Life Sunday, and this month of October 

is Respect Life month and I saw somewhere that the last week 

of the month is anti-pornography week. 

This Sunday the readings talk about marriage and family  

 

With all the present discussions and arguments and various 

ideas being thrown around in the media and culture about 

marriage and family and gender differences and abortion rights 

and sexuality in general, it seems like this would be a good 

month to try and use at least part of the homilies to talk about 

where the Bible and Church teaching stands on these issues and 

clear up some of the confusion that we may have about these 

topics. 

 

Today’s readings give us a good foundation for talking about 

these matters of marriage, family, and human sexuality. 

Today’s first reading talks about the creation of human beings 

and marriage.  St. Paul talks about all of us being children of 

God along with Jesus who is unashamed to be called our 

brother.    Jesus in today’s Gospel speaks about marriage and 

about children and their dignity and the importance of having 

the attitude and openness of children in our relation to God. 

 

At the heart of today’s Gospel, the Pharisees bring up the issue 

of Moses’ permission for divorce to which Jesus replies that 

God made humans male and female that they might be joined 

together as one body and by God’s design should remain as one. 

 

From a  commentary on today’s gospel I quote these words: 

“It is well know that Christians in general and Catholics in 

particular, hold very strong views about the significance of the 

marriage bond, and recognize that it has an indissoluble quality 

to it.  In this we are following the direct teaching of Jesus as is 

shown by today’s gospel.  It important to note that Jesus not 

only gives us a positive teaching about the good of permanence 

in marriage, he also gives us the principle upon which this 

teaching is based.  This principle invoked by him here also  has 

also more universal applications. 

 

And what is that principle invoked by Jesus?  Jesus says, 

“From the beginning God made them male and female.”  To 

help us understand how we should live in his kingdom, Jesus 

goes to the beginning – to God’s intentions in first creating 



humanity.  He gets back behind the rebellion and hardness of 

heart that led Moses to make exceptions to God’s plan for 

marriage. 

 

Jesus appeals to the order of the universe -- to the meaning of 

creation in the mind of the Creator -- and calls his followers to 

live in harmony with that meaning as a key to their fulfillment.. 

 

The whole Christian understanding of human sexuality is 

founded on this principle that our bodies and our sexual 

identities have a God-given meaning written into them in God’s 

plan for creation.  What we do sexually is meant to be a 

participation in the great harmony of all that God has created.  

Pope St. John Paul in his writing on the theology of the body 

says that in God’s plan for man and woman to come together as 

one body in marriage God has stamped into our bodies his plan 

for the coming together of all creation. 

 

This is far cry from the typical attitude of many around us in 

wider society that increasingly views our sexuality having 

nothing to do with the harmony of God’s plan in creating the 

universe.   

 

Instead sexual behavior and identity are regarded as private 

affairs to be regulated by our own view of ourselves and our 

desires.  Lacking any given purpose to life there is nothing to 

fall back on except personal preference and freedom. In world 

rejecting any reference to God it is the best that it can come up 

with and it is no wonder that there is so much chaos and often 

unhappiness. 

 

 Christians have been given the wisdom to understand that 

Jesus’ teaching on sexuality has nothing to do with fear of 

sexuality but with allowing God’s plan for life to lead us 

beyond ourselves to participate in the love and beauty of God. 

In those few words – “in the beginning” – Christ is working to 

make all things new according to God’s original loving plan. 

 

As we go forward this month looking at marriage and family 

and our sexuality and how God created all these to be a blessing 

and how we can be restored to these blessings – may we have 

the humility and openness of children to receive  a better 

understanding of the purpose for which God designed and 

created all these things for us in the beginning. 


