
The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 

Universe – Nov. 20-21, 2021 

 

“As the visions continued, I saw one like the Son of Man 

coming on the clouds of heaven ---- the one like a Son of 

Man received dominion, glory, and kingship; all peoples, 

nations and languages serve him. --- His dominion is an 

everlasting dominion – his kingship shall not be 

destroyed.” 

 

Daniel’s visions portray a powerful being who looks like 

a human being.  What appears to Daniel, however, is no 

ordinary human being.  The power and authority given to 

him is greater than any earthly king’s power; his kingship 

is over the whole earth.  – This is Jesus’ kingship but it is  

hidden in the mystery of his taking upon himself the 

fullness of our humanity. 

 

In today’s gospel, Jesus answers Pilate’s questions about 

his kingship and kingdom, but Pilate has no possibility of 

understanding  because Pilate’s understanding and 

definition of kingship belongs to the world.  Sometimes 

our understanding is not much different than Pilate’s.   

 

If Pilate had looked at the Jewish understanding of 

kingship found in the book of Deuteronomy (esp. chapter 

17) he would have understood better.  The king of Israel 

was not to plan battles, attack nations, or make laws.  He 

was not to protect the people.  The sole and only duty of 

the king was to read the law of God and obey it. He was 

to provide an example of what it meant to follow God’s 

commandments.  As such, Jesus was truly a king in the 

way that the world could not understand.  Following this 

way of kingship leads to him standing before Pilate 

scourged and insulted yet being for us a symbol of faith, 

love and obedience to God. 

 

So Jesus is king, king of the universe, but what are the 

politics of the kingdom of God? 

 

We often hear people say that politics has no place in the 

Church.  One group of political scientists notes that many 

Americans are leaving Christianity because they see it as 



being mixed up with politics.  They grow suspicious of a 

Church that gets involved in elections. 

 

In some ways these who are leaving the Church are 

correct.  The Church ceases to practice the politics of the 

kingdom when full support is given to a specific 

candidate or when the ministers of the Church support a 

politician because of the D or the R that follows their 

name.  But they are also wrong to think that the Church 

has nothing to do with politics.  The Church is deeply 

political as we hear in today’s Gospel. 

 

There Jesus encounters Pilate.  Pilate is the bad politician 

par excellence.  He knows how to curry favor with the 

right people.  He is seeking to climb up the ladder of 

power.  And then come Jesus  -- brought before him by 

the Jewish leaders to be executed by the Roman 

authorities.  Pilate really doesn’t care what happens 

except that he doesn’t want turmoil in the city.  Whether 

Jesus is king of the Jews or not is of little matter to him.   

 

Pilate asks Jesus about the Pharisee’s and Scribe’s charge 

that he is claiming to be king of the Jews.  Jesus does not 

evade the question.  He tells Pilate that if his kingdom 

was of this world, there would be supporters and even 

angels fighting for him.  Pilate, like most of the people in 

John’s gospel, misses the point. Jesus has no designs on 

worldly political control, yet his power extends over 

every nation of the earth. 

 

Pilate is interested in processing the charge and moving 

on.  Ah, he says, you do claim that you are a king after all.  

Jesus responds, “You say that I am a king.  The reason 

that I was born and came into this world is to testify to the 

truth.  Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 

voice.”   

 

This is the kingship of Jesus.  This is the politics of the 

kingdom of God.  Jesus is the king who speaks truth into 

a world filled with lies.  He proclaims light in the 

darkness.  The Church is political because the Church 

doesn’t follow the world but follow her Lord in speaking 

the truth.   

 



For example:  might isn’t right; power is made perfect in 

weakness; every life is sacred.  This is the truth.  And 

those who pursue the truth will listen to the voice of the 

king whose throne is the cross.  The Church must 

constantly work to conform herself to the politics of the 

kingdom of God and not the politics of the world.   

 

When we get worldly power confused and mixed with the 

cross we become more like Pilate than Jesus.  We become 

less interested in proclaiming and pursuing the truth and 

more with security and with power and control.     

 

On this solemnity of our Lord Jesus, King of the universe, 

let us become even more political.  But, let our politics be 

founded in the cross of Our Lord Jesus.  As subjects of 

this king, we are called beyond ourselves and our self 

interest to grow and develop as children of God who 

devote our lives to service and  love and to living and 

proclaiming the kingdom of God. 

 

------ 

In baptism, we are anointed with Christ as priests, 

prophets, and kings, but we must always remember that 

our kingship is not of this world but that of the kingdom 

of God. 

 

 


