
First Sunday of Advent – Nov. 27-28, 2021 

 

Today’s first reading starts us off with a great promise.  

In the midst of the siege of Jerusalem by the 

Babylonians, a dark time for the people of Judah when 

all seems lost, God gives a prophetic word to the people 

through the prophet Jeremiah.  It is a message of hope 

that God, remembering the prophecy that Nathan made 

to King David, will be raising up a Messiah from the 

line of King David. 

 

When he comes, he will do what is right and just and 

Judah will be safe and Jerusalem secure.  This was an 

amazing promise for them at a time when there were 

constant battles and kingdoms being overthrown. 

 

In today’s second reading St. Paul reminds us through 

his letter to the Thessalonians that in Jesus the world has  

been given the healing and power to live in peace and 

justice.  The question is whether they or we today are 

activating the grace and new life that was given to us in 

Baptism and continues to be offered to us by God.  In 

light of this, Paul encourages all of us to increase and 

abound in our love for one another, to live in  holiness 

and to conduct ourselves in ways pleasing to God as we 

wait for Christ’s coming in glory --- all of which we 

have been instructed in. 

 

In other words, God promised us grace and help and we 

and the world have received that grace in Jesus, but are 

we making use of all the graces that we have been 

given? 

 

That is Jesus’ concern in today’s gospel.  That is the 

concern that the Church puts before us in this Advent 

season that begins the new Church year.   

 

The warning of Jesus is that as we get closer to the time 

of his coming in glory, we are going to experience more 

and greater assaults on our life and our faith such as we 

are experiencing more and more these days.  We are 

going to face more and more frightening events in the 

world and nature, and we are going to need all the 

graces and helps that he has given us including the 



support of each other in the community of the Church if 

we are not going to lose our way.  Believing is not going 

to be enough – we will need to be a community of 

mutual support as St. Paul says today. 

 

This past week at the day of recollection for the priests 

of our diocese, the presenter spoke about the many ways 

that Satan is at work nagging at us to dishearten us, 

seducing us and leading us astray in ways that embarrass 

us and cause us to hide away in fear of being found out 

and to be closed in ourselves and separated from the 

truth and the help of others, and always looking for 

weak spots – our wounds where he can get into our 

heads with his lies and distortions. We need to know our 

vulnerable places and be prepared for battle in those 

places. 

 

So it is that Jesus warns us not to become drowsy or 

careless about what is happening in our life today, 

because he says, these kind of things and others will 

assault everyone who lives on the face of the earth.  The 

devil surely assaults those who are evil, but his special 

interest is in finding ways to take down those trying to 

follow the way of the Lord. 

 

However, as gloomy or frightening as these words are, 

Jesus tells us to stand erect and confident in our faith 

because all these attacks on what is good in the world 

mean that our day of redemption is near at hand. God is 

with us and God is coming for us. 

 

It is good to remember that it is Jesus himself who is 

telling us all these things and not someone with strange 

ideas about  the day when the world will come to an end.   

 

The Church has always taken seriously Jesu’s warnings 

to “stay awake” and “watch”.  The season of Advent has 

been set aside as a special wake-up call for Christ’s 

followers.  The goal of Advent is the Christian version – 

the true one --  of what it really means to be “woke.” 

 

 

 

 



 

To be awake is to shake off the thinking that the world 

belongs to us and that we are in full control.  It is to 

remember that the world and everything in it belongs to 

God who created it and sustains it by his mighty power. 

 

To be awake is keep our eyes not just on what is visible 

but to see the whole of reality with the eyes of faith.  It 

is to be in touch not just with the material creation, but 

the invisible world upon which the visible depends – 

God – and to see that all things are on trial.  It is to 

follow St. Paul’s advice to “look not to the things that 

are seen, but to the things unseen; for the things that are 

seen are passing, but the things that are unseen are 

eternal.” 

 

To be awake is to remember that we all are “strangers 

and exiles” who are not yet home and are striving 

against all that wars against our souls.  It is to keep in 

mind that here we have no lasting city, but seek the city 

that is yet to come.. 

 

To be awake is to awaken ourselves from thinking that 

the pursuit of the world’s prizes of wealth, possessions 

and popularity is worth wasting our time on.  It is to set 

our hearts on true riches and to focus on what really 

matters. 

 

“Life is short,” says a popular coffee company; “stay 

awake for it.”  We learn from Christ that our life is 

indeed short,  and each moment important, and that 

eternity is long.  Let us use the grace of this Advent 

season to become fully awake and ready for every 

appearance of Christ as he quietly comes to us day by 

day, and ready for that great day when he will come to 

judge the earth.  Psalm 96 tells us that then “he will 

judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with 

his truth”. 


