
Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time  -- Jan.30-31, 2021   

Last Sunday on “Word of God” Sunday we talked about the 

gift that God’s Word is for us.  We talked about how the 

Word of God is truly different from other words because 

God is present in his Word and that the Word of God has 

power to change us and teach us in ways beyond all other 

words. 

So --we do not want to be without the guidance of the 

Word of God. In today’s first reading Moses is speaking to 

the Israelites shortly before he dies.  He assures them that 

God will not leave them without direction or leadership.  

God will send them another prophet like himself from their 

kin who would speak God’s word to them. 

What, we might ask is the role of a prophet?  The 

commonly held opinion that prophets can predict the future 

is incorrect.  The best way to think of prophets of the Bible 

is that they are messengers of God.  The prophet is 

responsible for communicating God’s Word and only 

God’s Word to the people. 

The first reading today prepares us to recognize Jesus as the 

prophet promised by God, as one who kin not only to the 

people of Israel but to all of humanity,  and as the one who 

speaks and teaches with absolute authority.  The Gospel 

reveals that Jesus is the one who has come to reveal the 

authority of God over all creation.   

Sometimes people use their authority to control people, but 

as we see in today’s Gospel, Jesus did not use his authority 

and divine power to rule and control people but to set them 

free.  He casts the demon out of the man so that he will 

once again be in control of his own life.  We are to see in 

this an invitation to come to Jesus so that he might free us 

from evil spirits that keep us from praying and loving and 

sometime controlled by our passions and sometimes even 

by our own opinions and ideas..  

When anything begans to take control of our life away from 

us Jesus invites that spirit to be silent and to come out of us.  

We are blessed to  have the Word of God proclaimed to us, 

but the great question is:  Are we truly open hear that 

word? In today’s psalm we are warned – “If today you hear 



God’s voice, harden not your hearts.”  Have we let our 

hearts become hardened to God’s Word? 

St. Mark tells us that when Jesus taught the people and 

healed the possessed man his audience was spellbound and 

filled with awe.  When we reflect on those words, we will 

find that the gospel is not only telling us about Jesus, it is 

telling us also about ourselves.   It is asking us to reflect on 

how we react to Jesus.  The gospel today is an awesome 

manifestation of Jesus’ power.   Are we filled with wonder 

and awe when we hear his words and see what he is doing?   

There is a saying – “Familiarity breeds contempt.”  Maybe 

we don’t have contempt of our Lord, but after hearing 

about him for many years, our sense of awe and wonder 

can get dulled. How can we rekindle that excitement of 

hearing him and hearing about him again?  One way is to 

not think that we know all there is to know about him.  We 

have to be open to discovering more and more about him.  

Jesus is the infinite Son of God and whatever we do know 

about him is only a tiny bit of what we have yet to discover 

in order that we might say that we have the mind of Christ 

or see all things as He sees them. 

We need to pray more and not just one hour a week on 

Sunday.  Another way to recapture a sense of awe in Jesus 

is to praise him.  Too often our prayers are limited to 

asking for things.  The other day I was thinking about how 

my vertigo problem was remaining under control though I 

still feel that it is around.  I was moved to praise God for 

the way that my body day by day does whatever it has to do 

to keep that vertigo under control. It should bring any of us  

to awe as we think of all the ways that unconscious to us 

God daily empowers our bodies to keep us alive and 

healthy.  

Just think too about all the temptations that come our way 

each day and how we are able over and over again to turn 

away from them.  That is also happening  not by our power 

but by God’s power and grace at work in us. Let us not 

harden our hearts to God’s word but be open to the ways 

that Jesus seeks to destroy sin and evil in in our life and 

reveal his love for us.  Praise and thanks be to God for 

continually helping us overcome all the evil spirits that 

want to come in and control our lives. 



Again, the gospel today reveals the awesome authority of 

Jesus.  As the demons cry out – He is the Holy One of God 

– the chosen one  -- the prophet of all prophets.  God is 

with us.  God will defeat evil and death.  The readings 

today invite us to self-examination.  Do we obey the 

authority, the power of the divine Word, spoken by our 

prophetic Lord?   

We have already heard in the Gospel of Mark Jesus 

announce that the kingdom of God has come into the 

world.  Do we live as those abiding in this kingdom?  Do 

we listen to the teaching of our Lord?   

The prophetic authority of Jesus matters not just for those 

early disciples, but for us here today.  And like the people 

of Israel of old, we have a choice.  Do we listen to him, or 

do we not? 

The society and culture of our day makes claims to be 

prophetic and to have authority over us, but Jesus always 

resists the wonder and amazement of the crowds.   He, 

himself, always drew his vision and energy from a deeper 

source, his Father’s will; known, not through group 

thinking but through prayer within his own heart. It is no 

accident that Jesus so often warned: “Do not be amazed 

only by the outward experience of my miracles!” and that 

when he looked for guidance he lifted his eyes towards 

heaven, not towards the crowd. He knew the strategies of 

Satan seeking control of our lives through our desires and 

our fears.  Whom are we listening to? . 

Do we listen to Jesus, or do we not? 

 

 

 

 


