
Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time  -- Feb. 13-14, 2021   

Both today’s first reading and the Gospel deal with the 

issue of leprosy.  Somehow, with this Sunday being 

Valentine’s Day and also World Marriage Sunday, it seems 

like the wrong day to talk about leprosy.  Love and disease 

feel like they belong to two different poles. 

Where the two can come together is in the fact  that love is 

a form of medicine that is able to heal disease.  .  If there is 

anything to that needs to be pronounced unclean and healed 

in this day and time it is the insistence that there are two 

kinds of people:  our kind and that other kind.  As we are 

seeing in our nation and the world, whether that “other” 

belongs to another political party, race, religion or 

generation, the disease of division has spread across our 

society and caused even  more damage than the pandemic. 

All this needs the healing of God’s love and our love. 

The readings for this Sunday highlight our need for Jesus as 

the Divine Physician for us.  The Old Testament reading 

from Leviticus lays out the law for those who have 

contracted leprosy.  Such persons would be declared 

unclean and made to live apart from others in efforts to not 

to spread the disease.  If a person were to touch a leper, 

then they too would be declared unclean as well and face 

the same restrictions --- kind of like the quarantine for 

Covid infections and contacts that we have today. 

However, what do we see in the Gospel?   Jesus, moved 

with pity,  “stretched out  his hand, touched him, and said 

to him “I do will it, be made clean.”  The act of Jesus 

actually touching a leper would have shocked those around  

him.  Love reaches out and touches others.  Jesus touches 

this man regardless of the risk of becoming unclean 

himself.  True love does not count the cost.  Jesus gives his 

all for all because his love knows no limits. 

Every marriage is meant to be an image and sign of this 

love of Christ for his bride, the Church.  The love shared 

between a man and a woman in holy marriage points to the 

self-emptying love God has for each of us. 

The vows that married couples make to each other illustrate 

what this love looks like when it is lived out in day-to- day 

experience ---- “to have and to hold, exclusively, for better, 



for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, 

to love, to cherish, to honor until death.”  A person gives 

everything to his or her spouse. 

The continuation of living life amid the Covid pandemic 

may have some married couples considering this to be a 

season of  “for worse,” “for poorer,” and “in sickness.”  

There are many married couples who have suffered or are 

suffering right now from marital strain, illness, 

unemployment, etc.  Christ sees this struggle.  He loves as 

through our struggle.  He promised us that we would suffer 

in being his followers, but he also promised us that he 

would be with us always, “until the end of the age.” 

The good news is that the sacrament of marriage provides 

the grace necessary to weather the storms of marriage and 

family life.  We can draw upon those graces of marriage to 

assist us.  Just as the leper cried out to Jesus and begged 

him for his healing touch, so too, must we be unafraid, 

though we feel embarrassment or shame about our 

situations, to reach out to God and ask him for the grace to 

help us in living out our vocations. 

Likewise, we are called to bring the healing touch of Christ 

to others.  As members of the Body of Christ, called to 

imitate him, as St. Paul says, we are his hands and feet.  If 

we take some time to reflect on the flow of our lives, we 

will realize that, like the  man with leprosy, we have been 

changed by our own encounters with Jesus.  These changes 

bring us closer to Jesus; they also make us more like Jesus.  

God is shaping us individually and as a community to be 

Christ in our world ,  acting in  his name, acting in his 

name. So how can we support those around us?  Is God 

calling you and your spouse to reach out to a younger 

married couple in friendship?  Is a new mom, that you 

know, feeling overwhelmed?  Is a family who is unable to 

go out because they are caretakers of an elderly family 

member feeling isolated?  How can you reach out to them?  

How can you bring the healing touch of Christ into the 

lives of others? 

Marriage and family concerns everyone.  Each of us comes 

from a family.  Each of us is a son or daughter.  Therefor,e 

any conversations about marriage and family in the public 

square concern us all, and therefore the Church’s teaching 

on marriage and family is important to all of us.  Recently 



in the diocesan paper, Deacon Mark Krejci in his column 

has been urging all parents to have discussions with their 

children about the meaning of marriage and how to best 

prepare themselves for marriage. 

Sadly, many of us have experienced or know family or 

friends who have experienced the pain of a broken 

marriage and family.  Each experience is unique, and the 

Lord’s mercy is great.  Furthermore, regardless of our 

individual circumstances, we all have a role to play in 

God’s vision and plan for the family.   Ultimately, through 

our baptism, all of us are part of the larger perfect family – 

God’s family – as beloved sons and daughters of God the 

Father. 

The theme for this year’s celebration of National Marriage 

Week – “To Have, To Hold, To Honor” recalls the vows 

spouses make to each other on their wedding day.  Couples 

are invited to meditate on how they live our their vows in 

their daily lives.  National Marriage Week is an opportunity 

for married couples to reflect on how they have grown 

together since their wedding day and to ponder how they 

can continue to grow in loving and honoring each other. 

On this World Marriage Day, we thank our heavenly Father 

for the gift and blessing of marriage and family.  As we 

strive to live our particular vocation and respond to the 

Lord’s grace in our lives, let us also consider how we might 

give renewed prayer and attention to marriage and the 

family.   Here a few things to consider: 

First  -- let us begin with prayer.  Let us remember to pray 

for marriages and families throughout our nation and world 

--  especially for marriages that are struggling, families 

dealing with unemployment and for those with broken 

family relationships. 

Second – Let us reclaim Sunday as the Lord’s Day – a day 

of rest when we can focus on being together as a family.  

The celebration of the Mass together is the first and 

essential way to honor this day.  But is there something 

more the Lord may be inviting us to do when we get back 

home?  Can we set aside time to pray together – possibly a 

decade of the rosary or sharing experiences of God that we 

have had or enjoy some activity together and have supper 

together? 



Third  -- let us remember that the Church is the family of 

God and a family of families.  As a family, how can we 

share Christ with other married couples and families?  Do 

we have any friends or family members who are struggling 

in their marriage, alone during this time of isolation?  

When was the last time we checked on our elderly 

neighbors?  Is there someone in the parish whom we have 

not seen in a while?  How can we as a family reach out to 

those who are in need?   

Let’s come together.  In line with the theme of today’s 

readings – let us commit to healing the world one act of 

loving kindness at a time.  Send a valentine to the world by 

treating each person you meet as a child of God they are.  

No one should have to make their home outside of the 

camp. 

 

 

 

 

 


