
Third Sunday of Lent  -- March 6-7, 2021   

When we talk about religion and faith in general, so often 

the focus is on rules and regulations.  For example, in 

comparing religious traditions many will comment that 

the Catholic Church has more rules and regulations.   

Every organization, including the Catholic Church, needs 

rules and regulations.  Listening, then, to the first reading 

and the gospel today, one might think that rules and 

regulations are the point of today’s readings.  The first 

reading speaks about the giving of the Ten 

Commandments, and today in the gospel, Jesus is angry at 

how the temple in Jerusalem has been turned into a 

marketplace for the selling of animals for sacrifice. 

But, if we go a little deeper into the context of these 

readings we will find that they are above all about our 

relationship with God and with each other.  Jesus, at the 

end of today’s gospel tells us that he knows all about 

human nature – that is – all about what is really going on 

in our hearts and that is what is of most concern to him. 

Our Lenten observances may involve some extra prayer, 

fasting and almsgiving and some extra rules about fasting 

and abstinence, but it too is not about externals but about 

deepening our relationship – our communion with God 

and others, and that is why we are presented with these 

readings this Sunday. 

So, let’s look at the context of the first reading and gospel 

to see how these readings -- which seem on the surface 

about rules and regulations --  are really about 

relationships. 

Looking at the first reading on a larger level, I would first 

note for you that it about another covenant between God 

and humanity.  So far this Lent we have heard about the 

covenants between God and Noah and God and Abraham 

and his family.  Today hear about the covenant 

relationship that God is setting up between himself and 

the nation of Israel through Noah. 

The people of Israel were coming out of 400 years of 

slavery in Egypt.  With great signs and wonders God had 

brought them out of Egypt and through the Red Sea and 

across the desert to Mount Sinai. 



Now at Mount Sinai, God establishes with Israel a new 

covenant code summarized in the Ten Commandments to 

ensure the proper function of this newly formed Israelite 

community as it gradually learns how to adapt to life and 

freedom outside of Egypt and Pharoah’s dictatorship over 

them. 

And what do we see at the forefront of this new law and 

covenant?  The thing that will require the greatest amount 

of adjustment on the part of the Israelites is how to 

understand their relationship with God. 

As you know and heard again today, the first three 

commandments have to do with God.  When we examine 

our conscience at the end of the day or before confession 

it is easy to sort of jump over these first three 

commandments to focus on how we get along with our 

neighbor.   And if you want to change that in a hurry I 

suggest that if you have a copy of the Catechism of the 

Church that you read the eye-opening commentary there 

on each of these first three commandments.  Anyway, 

these commandments are put first in the Ten 

Commandments because they are the most critical ones 

for our faith. 

The Israelites had been exposed for so many years to the 

practice of many gods being worshipped by the 

Egyptians.  Therefore, it was necessary for the Lord to 

make it clear that he alone is God.  Thus, he reveals and 

declares that he, and he alone, is responsible for 

delivering the Israelites from the hands of the Egyptians.  

As a result, the people are to honor him alone.  – “I the 

Lord, brought you out of the land of Egypt – you shall not 

have other gods besides me – you shall not make or 

worship any other idols.” 

And God lets them know from the start that this 

relationship with him has lasting consequences – “down 

to the 1,000th generation” – that will either bring blessing 

or failure for them. 

So how about ourselves?  We like the Israelites in Egypt 

are surrounded by an atmosphere and culture that is filled 

with attractions and distractions that can be become like 

idols in competition with God.  How do we combat this?  



How do we keep God first, or what must we do to put 

God clearly in priority in our life? 

Let’s turn next to the Gospel.  Today’s reading is the 2nd 

of two events in the second chapter of John’s gospel that 

display divine power in the person of Jesus. Bible 

scholars tells us that these two events are meant to be read 

together as two great signs of things to come. 

The first event is the wedding feast of Cana where Jesus 

turns water into wine to more than cover the supply of 

wine that had run out.  As a foreshadowing of what is to 

come, this miracle demonstrates the abundance and joy of 

the kingdom of God that is coming into the world.   

The cleansing of the temple brings a challenge from those 

present that Jesus show them a sign of authority for what 

he has done.  In his response, Jesus says that if they 

destroy this temple in three days he will raise it up.  They 

do not understand that he is foretelling his death and 

resurrection that will bring about that new abundance 

symbolized in the miracle at Cana. 

These two stories point to two key things in our human 

hearts that Jesus  is trying to overturn  -- namely fear and 

greed.  The guests at the wedding were fearful that the 

wine would run out.  The money changers at the temple 

were not concerned about the spiritual good of the people 

coming to the temple but only about taking advantage 

their coming to the city for the feast of Passover.  The 

first story seeks to help us put our trust in God.  The 

second is seeking to cleanse the temple and restore focus 

on prayer and God’s holiness.   

Scripture always leaves us with questions about our own 

lives.  St. Paul tells us that our bodies are temples of the 

Holy Spirit.  Have our lives become cluttered and noisy 

with things that are distractions from what is truly 

important?  If so, Lent is a time to we are called upon to 

“cleanse” ourselves of those distractions to refocus our 

lives on prayer and God’s presence. 

Another challenge is to ask ourselves if we like Jesus are 

consumed with “zeal” for our faith and the life of a 

disciple.  The Christian life cannot be passive.  We must 

be active and intentional about living our faith.  If it 



doesn’t always make sense to us, let us remember the 

words of St. Paul in our second reading:  “the foolishness 

of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of 

God is stronger than human strength.” 

How are we doing so far this Lent?  Are we moving 

beyond the rituals of Lent themselves to their goal which 

is to deepen our relationship with God and others – 

especially those in most need around us and in our world 

today? 

 

 

 

 


