
 Fourth Sunday of Lent  -- March 13-14, 2021  

 As you heard in today’s introduction to the Mass – “Even 

during Lent we remain a joyful people, for we believe that 

God loves us despite our sinfulness  -- loves us so much 

that Jesus sacrificed himself so that we might be 

redeemed . . . . .”  Today, as we are just past the halfway 

point of Lent, the Church celebrates Laetare or “Rejoice” 

Sunday in anticipation of our joyful celebration of Easter.  

However, the message of today’s readings is not all 

joyful. Rather –we have some very bad news and then 

some very good news in today’s readings. 

Let us look first at the bad news.  Quite often the message 

that we hear, even if it is not the message of the readings 

or the homilist, is simply that we should be good people.  

Just be a good person, don’t do anything really bad, and 

everything will be good for you.  There is much good 

news in today’s readings but that is not the first thing that 

God wants us to  hear.   The first thing God wants from 

on us on this Sunday is to feel uncomfortable, to face the 

truth of the human condition as described for us in today’s 

reading from the first book of Chronicles.  (The two 

books of Chronicles in the OT are an account of the 

history of Israel from the death of King Saul through the 

time of the Babylonian Exile.) Today’s first reading gives 

us a glimpse at the destruction that occurs as a result of 

Israel’s infidelity.  The history of the people of Israel is 

such that time and time again God sent prophets to remind 

them and warn them of the need for faithfulness.  Yet the 

whole people, not just the leaders were unfaithful to their 

covenant with God.  

The people mocked the prophets.  Then the Babylonians 

came and conquered Jerusalem, burned the Temple and 

sent the people into exile.  The message of this first 

reading is that the destruction of Jerusalem was God’s 

way of responding to the hardness of heart of his people.  

This may seem like a strange text to pair with today’s 

Gospel about God “so loving the world that He sent his 

only Son to us.”   However, today’s Gospel does in fact 

begin by recognizing the seriousness of why the Son was 

sent in the first place. 

When the people rebelled against God in the desert, God 

sent poisonous snakes to punish them until Moses 



intervened and saved Israel from destruction.  Just as 

Moses raised up his staff that became a serpent which 

healed the people when they looked upon it, so Jesus 

came into this world in a similar way.  He too was raised 

up on the cross to save the world.  John makes it clear in 

today’s Gospel that this salvation is needed because of the 

conflict between light and darkness in our human life.  As 

John says in the Gospel – the people preferred darkness to 

light.  They reject the one who comes into the world to 

give it light. St. Paul says the same in today’s second 

reading – “God who is rich in mercy, even when we were 

dead in our sins, brought us to life in Christ.”  My 

brothers and sisters, we are no different than the people of 

Israel in the desert or the people of the early Church.  The 

human heart still prefers darkness to light. Sin exists.  Our 

own hearts have grown cold and we too prefer our own 

profit and comfort over the cries of the widow, the orphan 

and the needy and over sharing the blessings of our faith..   

But now we have a time for conversion.  Through God’s 

great love and mercy shown to us in Christ we are offered 

the grace of restoration to the new life we received in 

Baptism and to further growth of that new life in us.  The 

light shines upon the cross in our sanctuary proclaiming 

the love of the God who came not to condemn but to 

redeem a world accustomed to living in darkness. 

This is the good news we hear and receive and are given 

to share with our world to counter the bad news of our 

fallen human condition.  In contrast to the bad news of 

human infidelity to God and preference for darkness that 

we hear in today’s reading is the central theme and good 

news of today’s readings that our salvation is a free gift of 

a merciful God.   

Today’s readings stress God’s mercy and compassion and 

remind us of the great love and grace extended to us in 

Christ.  As an act of love and gratitude in return to God, 

who is rich in mercy, we are invited to share Jesus’ 

sufferings by doing penance and good works during Lent 

so that we might also share in the glory of his 

Resurrection.   

This Lenten time of purification and penance is a good 

time to ask ourselves in what ways have we preferred the 

cover of darkness to the uncovered power of God’s light.  



Sometimes we are afraid to open our sins to God’s light in 

confession even for the sake of forgiveness and healing.  -

--- However, we need not fear the brightness of Christ’s 

light, for as St. Paul writes to the Ephesians, “we were 

brought to life with Christ,” even when we were “dead in 

our transgressions”.  God’s grace is a gift offered freely 

and abundantly to all regardless of their sins.  We need 

only to accept it. 

Someone pointed out that we do not need to be an 

alcoholic or addicted in any way to recognize that the 

famous 12 steps of the AA program reflect the central 

points of our redemption.  It is all there:  the profound 

awareness of our need for rescue by Another; the 

abandonment of self to God; the admission of our 

responsibility for the harm caused by our behavior, 

commitment to prayer, reflection, and outreach to others.   

The twelve steps are like the proclamation of sacred 

history and how God has acted in relation to humanity 

and can help us get to the heart of this Sunday’s readings.  

The first reading tells us how God worked through King 

Cyrus to rescue Israel from exile and “restore them to 

sanity” by bringing them home.  The same sense of rescue 

by a “Power greater than ourselves” is spelled out 

powerfully in today’s second reading from Ephesians. 

Finally, in  the gospel passage is another well-known 

confession of the Christian experience of divine rescue in 

Jesus:   “God so loved the world that He gave His only-

begotten Son, so that everyone who believes in Him 

might not perish but might have eternal life.” 

I close with this Jewish story which is both 
humorous and makes us think.  -- A Jewish father in 
the U.S. was concerned about his son.  He had not 
truly raised him in the faith of Judaism…  So, 
hoping to strengthen his son’s Faith, the father sent 
him to Israel so that the boy could experience his 
heritage.  A year later the young man returned 
home.  He said, "Father, thank you for sending me to 
the land of our Fathers.  It was wonderful and 
enlightening.  However, I must confess that while in 
Israel I converted to Christianity." 
 
"Oh,  what have I done?" the father thought.  So, in 
the tradition of the patriarchs, he went to his best 



friend and sought his advice and solace. "It is 
amazing that you should come to me," stated his 
friend. "I, too, sent my son to Israel and he returned 
a Christian." So, in the tradition of the Patriarchs, 
they went to the Rabbi.  "It is amazing that you 
should come to me," stated the Rabbi. "I, too, sent 
my son to Israel and he returned a Christian.  What 
is happening to our sons? Brothers, we must take 
this to the Lord," said the Rabbi.  They fell to their 
knees and began to pour out their hearts to God. 
As they prayed, the clouds above opened, and a 
mighty voice stated, "Amazing that you should 
come to Me.  I, too, sent My Son to Israel.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 


